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CHAPTER VL 



J^BOM THE ESTABLISHMEJ^T OJ^ THE IRISH LEGIS^ 
LATIVE IKDEPEJ^DEm:E IJ^ THE YEAR 1782 TO 
THE J^REAKIJVti OUT OF THE REBELLIOJV I^ THE 
YEAR 1798. 

WE have traced Ireland through centuries of calamity and 
oppression in all the variety of irritation, despondency^ modera- 
tion, firmness, resentment, and submissiveness, at last settled iii 
the enjoyment of a free and independent constitution, by the 
liberal, manly, and constitutional conduct of an administration, 
which though short-lived has left this country a practical lesson, 
that the principles, which have carried a minority into powef 
are not always abandoned by them, when they have acquired it. 
To the Rockingham administration did Ireland owe her inde^ 
pendence in 1782. It remains for us to consider the use made 
of it by that country. The appointment to the vice*regency ot 
Ireland had been ever considered as a principal part of the sup^ 
port and strength of the British administration. Upon this 
ground was the Earl Temple appointed under the administra* 
tion of Earl Shelbume. He had intermarried with the daughter 
of Earl Nugent, upon whom her father had on the marriage 
settled the bulk of his large domains in Ireland. Lof d Nugent 
had on every occasion, both in public and private, proved him* 
self a sincere and warm lover of^his country: the relative grati- 
tude of the Irish to his son-in-law, the character and accomplish- 
ments of the new viceroy, and the virtues of his amiable consort, 
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had cnsurttd him a most cordial welcome and an anticipated 
cainest of his zealous efforts for the happiness and prosperity of 
the Irish people. He succeeded the JDuke of Portland on the 
15th of September, 1782, and was received with public expres- 
sions of joy and satisfaction. 

Daring the short period of Lord Temple's continuance in the 
government of that kingdom, his chief attention appears to have 
been directed to the establishment of a system of mcunomy 
throughout the diffcrem departments j a reformation superemi- 
Dcntly necessary. The short-lived adminisiration of Lord Shcl- 
bumc, of which Lord Temple was no inconsiderable support, 
determined his viqp-regency on the 3d of June, 1783. He was 
in power long enough to have brought upon himself much invi- 
dious opposition, from several secondary dependants ujion the 
Caade, who dreaded nothing so much as a scrutiny into the 
system of their abuses ; and not long enough for the nation to 
have felt the happy eftects of so laudable an investigation. |Iis 
lordship's indefatigubJe assiduity and perseverance in scrutiniz- 
ing the accounts, minu'tie and details of oSice were wholly un- 
precedented. It was during the Rockingham administration, 
that the conclusion was properly put to the contest between 
Great Britain and the American colonies ; for in Februarj-, 1 782, 
the British House of Commons came to the following reso- 
lution : 

" That an humble address be presented to his majesty-, most 
hurobly to represent to bis m^esty, that the further prose- 
cution of offensive war on the continent of North America, 
for ths purpose of reducing the revolted colonies to obudience 
by force, will be the meana<of weakening the efforts of this 
country against her Euiopenn eoeiniesi tends, under the pre- 
sent circumstances, dangerously to increase the mutual enmi- 
■' ty so fatal to the interests both of Great Britain and America, 
** and, by preventing an happy reconciliatioa with that country, 
" to frustrate the earnest desire giaciously eipressed by his ma- 
" jeaty tt) restore the blessings of public tranquillity."* 

Measures having been accordingly adopted for terminating 
the unfortunate contest, the peace was concluded by Lord Shel- 

• To which address bia majesty relumed Ihia answer i 
"Gentlemen of tue house of couuohs. 

" There arc no uljjccts nearer to my heart than tlie ease, 
" Iiappinen, and proaiierity of iny people. 

■> You may be aisiired Uiat, in pursuance to your advice, 1 thall take sitcli 
" mcaHiMa aa shall appear to mo to be niost conducive to the restoration of 
" bai'motiy between Great Bntun and the revolted colonies, so essential lit ilie , 
« prosi>crity of both parties i ami that my efforts shall be directed in the moat 
" eHectnal manner aj^inst our EuTOi.-ean enemies, till such peace can he ob- 
" tained, as ahall be conustcnt with the intereats and permMii'itt welfuic lif my 
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buroe's administration ; which could not fail to infuse joy into 
the Irish nation, and render them more reconciled to the sudden 
change of that administration, through which they had obtained 
their independence, in which Lord SRelbume bore a considera- 
ble part* 

1 he parliament of Ireland was not then sitting : but it has 
been observed, that the questions of simple repeal and positive 
declaration or renunciation of rig^ was kept up by the. armed 
bodies of the volunteei^ with a warmer spirit of difference v than 
they hud been >vithin the walls of parliament. And as thete 
differences could not be concealed from the British parliament, 
it behoves us to consider, how tliey were- induced to act upoa 
them. On the 19di of December, 1782, in the British House 
of Commons, Colonel Fitzpatrick begged to call the attention 
of government to the circumstance, which had given some alafm 
to the people of Ireland, the decision of an Irish cause in the 
court of King's Bench in England. He wished just to beg that 
ministers would, before the recess, give some intimation of 
what they intended to do in that question. 

Mr. Secretary Townshend assured the honourable gentleman, 
that government had spent many hours in the business of Ire- 
land, and they had the strongest dispositions to do every thing 
in dieir pK>wer to confirm the happy settlement, which had taken 
place last session. He explained the late decision to have 
arisen firom a circumstance, which could not be provided against, 
viz. that the cause had been in the court for eighteen months, 
and the judges were bound to decide upon it. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick said, that he was only anxious, that satis- 
faction should be given to the Irish nauon on this ground, and 
that they should learn, before the recess, that this country was 
well disposed to give every necessary satisfaction. This was 
particularly to be wished, because pains had been taken to spread 
ideas, that what had been done was not sufficient for the security 
of Ireland ; and on the score of this decision surmises had been 
thrown out against the friends of order and reason, who were 
convinced of the rectitude of the intentions of Britain. He un- 
derstood, that there were several other causes in the court of 
Kings Bench. 

Mr. Secretary Townshend assured him there were not. 
Though there were two appeals before the House of Lords, 
which had also been there before the act of last session ; but he 
understood, that they would be removed, and pains had been 
taken to prevent any more appeals from being brought to Eng- 
land. 

The Attorney General explained the reason of the late deci- 
sion very clearly, and said it was impossible for the noble lord 
(Mansfield) at the head of that court, who was the pride and 
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ornament of human nature, to prevent the decision, ^e said 

there were no more Irish causes, and it was now impossible^ 
that there should be any morq. 

Mr. Fox declared, that the intentions of those ministers, who 
had sent the repeal-of the declaratory law, were thereby to make 
a complete, absolute, and perpetual surrender of the British le- 
gislative and judicial supremacy over Ireland. This was the 
intention of government; and it was the clear conviction both 

■of ministers and of the gentlemen of Ireland, who interested 
themselves in the business, that the manner in 'Which this 

. was done was the best possible way, and the least liable to ex.* 
ception. Since that had been done, opinions had been propa- 
gated, that a renunciation was better than a repeal. A renun- 
ciation was then thought of; but it was the opinion of the gen- 
tlemen, that if Britain did it by a renunciation of the right, it 
would be offensive to Ireland, because thereby we should have 
declared, that we possessed the right. Again, a renunciation, 
stating it to he a right, which we never legally possessed, was 
what England would not be brought to agree to, and therefore 
that plan pursued was preferred to every other: it was clearly 

• understood to be a complete surrender, and was received with 
cordiality by those gentlemen, whom he would pronounce to be 
the best and truest friends to Ireland. 

*On the next day Mr. William GrenviUe (secretary to his 
brother, the lord lieutenant of Ireland) said, be lamented, that 
he had not been present at a conversation, which he understood 
had taken place the preceding night, relative to Ireland ; if he 
had been present, he would have informed the house, that 
the late decision in the King's Bench in England, which had 
occasioned much jealousy in Ireland, had been taken notice of 
immediately by the lord lieutenant, who had not lost a moment 
to remonstrate on that subject with his majesty'^s ministers, and 
to make known to them the effect it had produced in the minds 
of the people of Ireland ; and he must do ministers the justice 
to say, he had found them very well disposed to remove the 
ground of jealousy ; it was necessary also, that he should do 
justice to the lord lieutenant, by declaring, that there was not a 
man in either kingdom, more decidedly of opinion than his 
excellency was, that the faith of England was pledged to Ireland 
for the truth of this proposition, that England had fully and com- 
pletely renounced all legislative and judicial jurisdiction ; and 
that nothing could be more conducive to the harmony and inte- 
rests of both kingdoms, than that this national faith should be 
preserved inviolate. He said, he intended to move for a call of 
ihe bouse at an earlier day than the 22d of next month : how- 

' 9 Pari. Debates, p. 121. 
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ever, he hoped, that gentlemen would be in town befofe that 
day; in that hope he gave notice, that a motion would be made 
in, the house relative to Ireland. 

Mr. Secretary Townshend complained, that what he had 
said in the conversation last night on the subject of Ireland, 
had been grossly misrepresented in some publications; for 
though he had said, that ^^ great pains had been taken to prevent 
any more appeals being brought from Ireland," yet he was 
represented to have said just the very contrary: it was not of 
much importance, he observed, what he, as an individual mem- 
ber of the house, might have said ; but when it might be sup- 
posed, that he was speaking the sentiments of his majesty *8 
ministers, it was of great consequence, that he should not be 
misrepresented. 

Lord Beauchamp said, that as a friend of both kingdoms, his 
only object was to secure a lasting harmony between them ; if 
he should be able ^o root out every remains of jealousy, his 
great object would be accomplished, and he would sit down 
the happiest of men. As to the writs of error to England, his 
knew they could in future be of no eifect ; for as a law had 
passed in Ireland to prevent the judges of that kingdom to 
certify into England the record of the proceedings in any cause, 
so of course there was an end of appeals, as far as Ireland could 
put an end to them ; but as an act of parliament of Ireland 
could not shut up a court of law in England, it was necessary 
that an English act should be passed for that purpose; for, 
until such an act should pass, he should hold it to be sound law, 
that whatever person feels, or thinks himself aggrieved by a 
decision of a court of law in Ireland, may apply to the King^s 
Bench in England, which court is bounden to entertain his 
cause, though it be at present impossible that the judges of that 
court could give redress in such a case, as every decision in 
England affecting a cause, that originated in and belonged to 
Ireland, made since the passing of the Irish act alluded to, must 
of course be null and void. He appealed then to the house, 
if it would not be proper to pass a law, which should direct the 
courts not to entertain Irish causes, their decisions on which 
must necessarily be ineifectual. 

On the 22d of January, 1783,* Mr. Secretary Townshend 
brought forward the business of Ireland before the House of 
Commons, with an explicit avowal, that the principle, upon 
which the parliament had acted last session, was to give Ireland 
every satisfaction, that justice demanded, and that was consist- 
ent with the dignity of Great Britain. The mode, that had 
been adopted to convey that satisfaction, might not have been 

• 9 Pari. Debates, p. 138. 
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«uch as to prevent all cavil, and to take away every pretext from 
those, who might have a greater wish for embroiling, dian fo^ 
settling public affairs. Ireland did not desire, and would not 
accept of a grant of rights from Great Britain ; and at the same 
time her good sense, and her regard for this country, would not 
suffer her to propose or demand what England would not do, 
what she couJd not do, without recording her own shanUe, 
namely, to declare, that for centuries she had i^urped the rights 
of Ireland. As for himself, nothing was farther from his intention, 
than to impeach the mode of proceeding of the adnfini&tration, 
under whose direction the Irish business had been conducted 
last year ; he believed that sincerity and wisdom had guided 
their steps ; but some untoward circumstances had intervened, 
to prevent them from producing all the good effect, that might 
have been expected from them, particularly a late dechion in 
the court of King's Beikch here, which had excited jealousies 
in the breasts ^ven of the best intentioned men in Ireland. In 
what he had just said, Mr. Secretary declared, nothing could 
be farther from his meaning, than in any, the most distant man- 
ner, even to reflect on the conduct of the judges of the court 
King's Bench, with regard to their determination of the writ of 
error. He was perfectly conscious, that they were bounden to 
act as they had done ; that it was not in their own jx>wer legally 
to have acted otherwise ; and, that in reality, what they had 
idone, did not affect the question between the two countries. 
Ireland claimed a sole and exclusive exercise of judicature, as 
well as of legislation'; having given up the legislation, the judi- 
cature was certainly not worth contending for ; and therefore, 
Hyere there not other great and Weighty reasons of policy and 
justice in the case, he should think England ought, knowing 
'what the wish of Ireland was, to meet it cheerfully and readily. 
He wished that his motion might pass unanimously, that the 
people of Ireland might see that England meant fairly, when 
she set out to remove the causes of their jealousies and discon- 
tents. He then moved for leave to bring in a bill ** For rr- 
*' moving and preventing all doubts which have arisen^ or may 
** arise^ concerning the exclusive rights of the parliament and 
" courts of Ireland in matters of legislation and judicature^ and 
^'^ for preventing any writ of error ^ or appeal^ from any of his 
'* majestffs courts in that kingdom^ from being received^ heard,^ 
*' aiid adjudged^ in any of his majesty^s courts in the kingdom of 
" Great Britain.^* 

Mr. W. Grenville (Secretary to Lord Temple) seconded the 
motion ; he was happy to find that government had sO early, and 
of their own accord, brought forth the business ; for though he 
would not say how jealousies had been excited in Ireland, there 
was no doubt, hut jealousies did exist there ; and that the late 
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Iransaction in the court of King's Bench here, had in no email 
degree contributed to spread them wider* The necessity of 
taking some steps that should amount to such a preTention, 
struck him so forcibly, that he could not but rejoice exceedin^y 
at what he had heard that day ; at the same time he meant not 
to suggest the smallest impeachment of the measures of govern* 
ment last session, or of the intention of those gendemen, who 
had managed the business on the part of Ireland, 

Mr. Ed^n rose next. He said, that when Mr. Fox's propo* 
sitions were discussed on the 17th of May last, he had ven- 
tured to declare his belief, that those propositions would be 
satisfactory to Ireland, and his opinion, that they ought to be 
satisfactory. He had not yet seen any reason to believe he 
had erred in either idea : he added, that he was far froAi mean- 
ing to express or convey censure, either on the ingenuity of the 
individuals, who had raised the doubt, or of the jealous sensi- 
bility of the people, who had adopted it. A doubt originated 
by the noble lord, forcibly stated in Ireland by the legal preci- 
sion of Mr. Walshe^ supported by the admirable and unwearied 
abilities of Mr. Flood, and coimtenanced by the manly firmnes» 
and eminent integrity of the Recorder of Dublin^ was certainly 
not to be treated otherwise, than with respect. He never had 
admitted, nor would admit, that Ireland owed her acquisitions 
to the battalions of her volunteers, farther than as the volunteers 
were understood to express the general sense of the nation. His 
deference in these matters had been paid, not to their English 
firelocks, but to their Irish unanimity; he would have paid 
at least an equal deference to as many farmers or manufactu- 
rers, with the implements of their industry in their hands. Ire- 
land ought then to found and rest her security, which she safely 
might, on the basis of national wisdom, national affection and 
national faith. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick said, theris was one expression, wliich he 
found fault with, and that was, that there were doubts and jealou- 
sies subsisting in the kingdom of Ireland. He knew of no such 
doubts and jealousies, and that house knew of none. There 
had not come to their knowledge,*by any petition, memorial, or 
representation whatever, any accoimt of these jealousies. If 
they noticed all rumours of reports, they would never know 
where to stop ; for there would always start up some individuals, 
who would, by weak pretexts, and under various masks, endea- 
vour to raise clamours as distinct from the voice of the nation, 
"as the purpose, which they had in view, was distinct from the 
true interests of their country. The minds of men in Ireland had 
been, as it were, fermented and worked up into a kind of political 
fever ; and he that expected that they would subside altogether 
in an instant, and grow every where perfectly calm and tempe- 
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rate, must be equally unacquainted with the state, humours, and 
sensations of the hfidy politic, and the body natural. It was 
naturally to be imagined, that there would be in that country, 
as there must be in all countries, certain resdess spirits, to whom 
the return of peace and order must be unfavourable. That 
such men should be ready to propagate stories and suspicions^ 
was not strange ; and it was no. ways to be wondered at, if, by 
their address and cunning, they should bring over a certain 
set of men to listen to them. But was a wise and prudent 
government to call such clamours the voice of the nation I 
Certainly not ; and he therefore wished that on the present 
occasion, there had not been any mention made of the jealousies 
of the Irish nation. 

Lord Beauchamp said, that there were jealousies in Ireland, 
was not to be doubted: that there were grounds for these 
jealousies, was an incontrovertible pix)position^ ; that the writ 
of error from Ireland, returnable into the King's Bench of 
England, was coeval with the constitution of Ireland ; it was 
impossible, therefore, that the mere repeal of the 6th pf George 
I. could take this writ away : now, if it did not take it away, 
with what truth in argument could the right honourable gentle- 
man say, that this country had fully and completely surrendered 
every legislative, every judicial jurisdiction over Ireland. But 
the right honourable member would say, ^* it was only of the 
^' appellant jurisdiction of the House of Lords that the Irish 
•* complained." To what did a writ of error brought into the 
King's Bench here ultimately tend? Why, to establish that very 
appellant jurisdiction of the British House of Lords, of which 
the Irish had complained; for no man could doubt but the 

Earty, who, in the appeal to the King's Bench, should think 
imself aggrieved, was b}* law entitled to take out a writ of 
error returnable in parliament ; and thus the English lords come 
once more into possession of that very judicial jurisdiction, 
which the right honourable gentleman would have the Irish 
erroneously believe had been fully surrendered up to then His 
lordship took up the other branch of jurisdiction, the legislative ; 
and he maintained, that the Irish had been as much deceived in 
this point as in the former ; for though it were said, and erro- 
neously said, that the rights of England over Ireland in matters 

• Colonel Fitzpatrick, on this occasion, read a para^aph out of a letter 
piiWialied by Lord Beauchamp to the Belfast volunteers, in which he had said, 
;/ the people acquietce in vihat ba* been (forte, my lip» are for ever closed on the 
subject. He c<intended, the people had acquiesced ; and was therefore sur- 
prised to find the noble lord running a race with the minister, who should first 
open his lips. On the ver> next day, (23d of January, 1783) Mr. Secretary 
Townshend announced to the house the signing of the preliminaries of peace 
between Great Britain, France, and Spain ; and that a cessation of hostilities 
with t^ie United States of Holland had been agreed ttpo». 
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of legislation, had been surrendered, scarcely three weeks had 
passed, when the English parliament legislated for Ireland, by- 
passing an act prohibiting the exportation of blocks used in 
callico printing ; in this act, Ireland was expressly named, not- 
withstanding the very recent repeal of the 6th of George I. 
Had not the Irish a just cause for being alarmed at this breach 
of faith with them? But was this the only instance of attempting 
to legislate for Ireland ? No : for that kingdom was expressly 
named in the act which opened the British ports for the im^ 
portation of sugars, &c« the produce of St. Kitts, and other late 
British islands in the West-Indies. Surely, an attempt to open 
the ports of a kingdom, was one of the highest acts of sovereign 
power ; and yet this power the British parliament had assumed, 
just after they had, ,in the opinion of the right honourable gen-' 
tleman, surrendered all legislative authority over Ireland. Was 
it unnatural then, that jealousies should subsist in that country ? 
He was very willing to allow, that in these cases the word Ire- 
land had slipped in by oversight, and that it had passed the 
house through that indifference and inattention, which but too 
strongly prevailed. He did not doubt the sincerity of their 
intentions, but the matter might naturally excite disturbance in 
Ireland. And if none of all this had been done, a transaction 
had taken place at the close of the last session, which, of itself, 
might well excite jealousies, and keep them alive; for a noble 
lord in the upper house had read in his place a bill, which he 
said he would at another period move for leave to bring in, 
which bill proposed to resume and maintain the right of England 
to legislate externally for Ireland. Were the people of that 
country to be the sport and caprice of every man ? Were they 
to have no other tenure, no other security for their rights, than 
the construction of law, than the mere repeal of a declarator;^ 
act? Was it not, therefore, wise and prudent in the ministers 
to avail themselves of the present circumstance, when one 
parliament was sitting and the other not, to take such steps as 
would effectually stifle all jealousy, and draw from the parlia- 
ment of Ireland, at their next meeting, addresses of affection, o( 
kindness, of generosity, instead of gloomy and resentful remon« 
strances. 

Colonel Fitzpatrick and Mr. Fox would not object to the 
Secretary'^ motion, although they saw no necessity for the bill} 
it was therefore moved for and carried unanimously. 

In the discussion of the preliminary articles of peace, was 
formed the memorable coalition between Lord North and Mr«r 
Fox. Several of the friends of both these gentlemen vehemently 
reprobated the terms of Lord Slielbume s peace. These gen- 
tlemen had, indeed, violently opposed each other on the questioa 

VOL. III. B 
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of the American war : but that being now set to rest, such of 
the former opponents as supported, or opposed rather measures 
than men, found no longer any grounds for opposing each other, 
and therefore united into oue body for the common good of 
X their country. On the 22d of February, the coalesced party 
brought all their forces to bear upon the ministry ; and after a 
very long and heated debate, they outvoted the minister by 17 
upon the following question -.^•••/' That the concessions made 
*^ to the adversaries of Great Britain,, by the provisional treaty 
^^ and preliminary articles, are greater than they were entided to, 
^ either from the actual situation of their respective possessions, 
*^ or from their comparative strength," In consequence of this 
defeat of the minister, on the 25th of February, 1782, the Se- 
cretary of State moved, ^ That the house, at its rising, should 
^* adjojLim to Friday next :" it was not unknown to gentlemen, 
that arrangements were making for a new administration ; and 
It would be but proper that the house should adjourn over a few 
days, in order to afford time for completing the arrangements. 

Earl Nugent opposed it ; he said, that a bill of the greatest 
importance relative to Ireland, was to be referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole house on the morrow ; and gendemen must 
see the impropriety of putting off a business so materially affect- 
ing such a great part oi the empire, merely that ministerial ar- 
rangements might be made, when the bill had nothing to do 
with ministers : it was the great work of the people of England. 

The lord Advocate declared himself a friend to the adjourn- 
ment,^ for the very reason, that moved the noble lord to oppose 
it : the bill to which he alluded was of too great a magnitude to 

* 9 Pari. Debates, p. 369. The hoase sat till past tbree in the morning*; 
die ayes were 307, the noes 190. In consequence of this censure passed oq 
the peace by the House of Commons* the Earl of Shelbume quitted his office 
of first commissioner of the treasury ; and the chancellor of the exchequer de- 
clared pubKcly in the house, that he only held his place till a successor should 
be appointed to fill it. A ministerial interregnum ensued, which lasted till 
tlie beginning of April; during which time the kingdom remained in a state 
of great disorder, without any responsible government at home» the finances 
neglected, the milifary establishments unreduced, and the negociations with 
foreign powers, which the criticd conjuncture of affairs rendered pecoliarlj 
knportant, entirely at a stand. 

Various causes were assigned for the extraordinary delay in the appoint- 
ment of a new administration. Those who wished to shift all blame from the 
court, alleged, that tlie chief obstacle arose from the mutual jealousy, which 
still subsisted between the new allied paities, and the difficulties they found in 
adjusting their several pretensions. Others have supposed, that the interval 
was employed in private intrigues with the individuals of different parties, and 
in an attempt to form an administration independent of the great leading coi\- 
nectionsv Others again did not hesitate to assert, that on the failure of this 
attempt, the influence possessed by the lord high chimcellor, whose dismission 
was a point insisted on by the coalition, was the principal arrangement. Such 
w^re the public conversations at the time, and so matters were frequently al- 
likUd to in the debates in parliamsnt. 
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be agitated during what he might call a ministerial interregnum ; 
it was a bill that ought to have the marked countenance and 
support of administration. 

Earl Nugent replied, that there was nothing farther from his 
wish than that the biU should be carried through parliament by 
ministerial influence ; nothing could do more honour to thi^s 
nation, or give more satisfaction to Ireland, than that the bill 
should originate, and be carried through in a conviction in 
the minds of the people of England, that the bill was founded in 
justice, policy, and equity : the people of Ireland could have but 
little reason to deem the bill a security to their constitution, if 
they should be by any means led to think that it had been car- 
ried by the influence of administration, aig;ainst the wishes of the 
people : nothing could satisfy the people of Ireland, but the idea, 
that the people of England with one voice agreed to, the passing 
ojf this bill, from a conviction that it was fit it should be passed, 
and without being biassed in their judgment by ministerial in- 
fluence : it was not upon floating administrations, that stability 
could be founded ; and therefore it was to the people of Eng- 
land, not to ministers, that Ireland appealed ; and the people of 
. England represented by that house, could alone give perma- 
nency to measures, they never could derive it from the insecure 
tenure of ministerial influence: ministers had nothing to do 
with the business ; the people were concerned ; and their repre- 
sentatives in that house might therefore proceed with the bill 
without giving themselves any trouble about ministers ; he cared 
not who were, or who were not ministers ; he was under no 
obligation either to those who were in, or to those, who, from re- 
port, he understood were likely to be their successors ; the bill 
concerned the nation, and the representatives of the people, who 
were most intimately concerned in it, ought to proceed in their 
own business without waiting for ministerial arrangements, for 
if they did, an idea might go forth, which ought to be crushed, 
that the bill was to be supported by the influence of adminis- 
tration. 

On the 2d of April, 1783, it was announced to the British 
parliament that a new^ arrangement was formed ; when Mr. 

* Thef following ii a List of the Coalition Administration. 

The Duke of Portland, First Lord of the Treasui^. 
Lord North, and Mr. Fox, principal Secretaries of Sitate. 
Lord John Cavendish, Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Lord Viscount Keppel, First Lord of the Admiralty. 
Lord Viscount Stormont, President of the Council. 
The Eari of Carlisle, Privy Seal. 

The above seven persons to form the cabinet. 

Lord Loughboroug^h, Sir William Henry Ashhurst, and Sir Beaumont Ho- 
tham* Lords Commissioners for the custody of the great seal. 
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Pitt moved the order af the day on the American trade bill. 
Lord Sheffield violendy opposed it as one of the most ilUma- 
naged and ill-considered biUs ever brought before that house. 
in the course of his speech, he adverted to vfhstt he had said 
3ome few days before upon the subject of that bilfs affecting 
Ireland.^ That kingdom received as a right every advantage 
she had lately acquired, except the participation of the West- 
India monopoly ; for that she was thankful, and in return pass- 
ed the act, which lays the same duties as Britain on imported 
sugars, and other West-India articles, and lays prohibitory du- 
ties on similar articles from foreign islands. By this bill that 
monopoly would cease ; deprived of the advantage, Ireland 
would think, that Britain had done away the consideration, 
which induced her to shut her ports against foreign sugars. The 
Irish act laying prohibitory duties was biennial, and would ex- 
pire next Christmas ; and it was not to be supposed under these 
circumstances she would continue it. Her redress would be to 
take foreign West-India goods, at least she would not think it 
necessar)^ to charge her own consumption of sugars with higher 
duties, than were required from America. She would expect 
to have West-India goods on as good terms as the American 

The Earl of Surrey, Frederic Monta^.Esq. and Sir Grey Cooper, Lords of 
tbe Treasury. 

Hugh Pi^, Esq. Lord ViScount Dunjirannonf Hon. John Townshend, Sir 
John Lindsey, William JoUiffe, Esq. and Whitshed Keene, Esq. Lords of the 
Admiralty. 

The Earl of Hertford, Lord Chamberlain. 

The Earl of Dartmouth, Lord Steward of the Household. ' 

Rig'ht Honourable Charles Greville, Treasurer of the Household. 

Lord Viscount Townshend, Master General of the Ordnance. 

John Courtenay, Esq. Surveyor General of the Ordnance. 

Henry Strachcy, Esq. Store -keeper of the Ordnance. 

William Adani, Esq. Treasurer of the Ordnance. 

, Honourable Richard Fitzpatrick, Secretary at War. 

Edmund Burke, Esq. Pay-master of the Forces. 

Charles To\vn8hend, Esq. Treasurer of the li^avy. 

The Earl of Cholmondely, Captain of the Yeomen of the Guards. 

James Wallace, Esq. Attorney -General. * 

John Lee, Esq. Solicitor-fi^eneral. 

Lord Foley, Joint Post.Master General. 

Richard Brindsley Sheridan, Esq. and Richard Burke, Esq. Secretaries to 
tiie Treasury. 

Honourable Mr. St. John, and Honourable Colonel ^orth, under Secreta- 
ries of State. 

Ihc Earl of Sandwich, Ranger and Keeper of St. James's Park and Hyde 
Park. 

The Earl of Jersey, Captain of the band of Pensionera. 

I^ord Hinchinbrook, Master of the Buck Hounds. 

The Earl of Mansfield, Speaker of the House of Lords. 

The Earl of Northington, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 

Mr. Wyndham, Secretary of State for Ireland. 

Williani Eden, Esq. Joint Vice-Treasurer of Ireland. 

^ 9 Pari. Debates, p. 594. 
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States, now become foreign* West-India planters should con* 
ftider, ivhether a direct trade to the American States would re- 
compense them for the loss of the Irish consumption ; and par- 
liament should consider what would be the state of smuggling 
from Ireland into this country, if Ireland should become the 
depot for foreign West^India goods, or of our own, under low 
duties* 

The Irish judicature bill, which had gone up and been once 
read in the lords, had been suspended in its progress from the 
moment the change in ministry had been spoken of ; and Lord 
Thurlow publicly avowed in a conversation upoii that bill's stand- 
ing for the order of the day, that he had been the person, who 
advised the noble lord, who had moved the iirst reading of the 
bill, not to move the second, but to let the bill remain till his 
majesty's present ministers chose to take it up. His lordship 
further observed, that the bill then before the house had been 
concerted with the advice of the present lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land ; a noble lord, of whom both in private and in public he had 
heard sufficient in praise to convince him, that he was a man of 
great abilities, of great wisdom, and of great integrity. Advice 
coming from such a man, and it being considered what a great 
stake that noble lord had in both countries, too much attention 
could not certainly be paid to the noble lord's suggestions. 
For these reasons, he hoped, and most anxiously hoped, that 
the noble lord was not to be recalled, but was to remain where 
he was, and where he had conducted himself in his high capaci- 
ty, in a manner that redounded so much to his own honour, at 
die same time that it was productive of infinite advantage to the 
interests of both kingdoms. His lordship reasoned upon this 
for a considerable time, and said, that if unfortunately the noble 
earl were to leave Ireland, and any body else were to be sent 
thither, it would become a noble Duke (of Portland) more par- 
ticularly to inform the house in the fullest manner, how the pre- 
sent bill would suit that wisdom, which the administration of that 
day meant to pursue, that the house might judge of the propriety, 
practicability, and policy of the whole, before they darkly and 
blindly gave their sanction to one part only. Then the Earl of 
Mansfield put the question, ^' that the bill be read a second time 
^^ on Monday next, and the lords be summoned ;" which was or- 
dered accordingly; and on the 14th of April, 1783, Lord Aber^ 
deen made a very long and able speech upon the bill then under 
the contemplation of the house : He had seen with infinite plea- 
sure, that what Ireland had required of England, had been in all 
its extent acquiesced in by his majesty's ministers. He had 
seen an act of parliament no less offensive to the constitution of 
this country, tha» subversive of the right of Ireland, repealed 
and expunged from our Statute Books. But he had also seen. 
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that although this had been done at the instance and requisititnt 
of both houses of parliament in Ireland, Ireland was not satis- 
fied with it; and seeingihat, a> the true friend td both countries, 
he endeavoured to draw that line of relation betwixt the two, 
which the interest of each seemed to call for and require, and in 
which he felt himself upholden, maintained, and supported by 
the constitution of England. 

In considering the subject, two things occurred to his obser- 
vation ; one the right, which this countr}' had exercised of inter- 
nal legislation over Ireland; the other, the right, which this 
country possessed ■(>{ external tegislntion over Ireland, so far as 
that legislation regarded the navigation and commerce of that 
kingdom. With respect to the first, the right of internal le^s- 
lation, it was clear to him, that no right so manifeady in the 
teeth of the constitution of diis country-, however it had been 
exercised, could on principle be maintained ; for as it was a 
fundamental principle of the constitution, that legislation and 
representation were inseparable, therefore inasmuch as Ireland 
was not represented in the British parliament, Ireland could not 
be subject to the legislature of the British parliament; but of the 
right of external legislation, so far as it respected the naviga- 
tion and commerce of that kingdom, his opinion and judgment 
were the very reverse : that right being founded on the right to ■ 
the dominion of the sea, was a common law right, a fundamental 
right coequal with the constitution of this ccmntry, he found it 
so laid down passim in all our common law books, as well as 
expressly dcchtred in the statute of tlie 20ih of Heniy VI. chap. 
9. to wit : 

" The parliament of England cannot bind Ireland, as to their 
lands, forthcy have a parliament there; but they may bind them 
as to things transitory', as the shipping of wool, or menhandise, 
to the intent to carry it to another place beyond aea." An 
authoritj', which whilst it maintained the rights of external 
legislation quoad the commerce of Ireland, it defeated the right 
of internal legislation, for the reason given, namely, " for that 
*' they have a parliament there." 

He asked if the people of Ireland wished to remain subjects 
of the crown of England? If they did, the moment that bill pas- 
sed, they were no longer so. For the subjects of the crown of 
England must be, and are, of continual necessity, under the 
legislative authority of this conntn'. The crown itself is under 
the legislative authority of this country, and of course those, 
who are dependant upon this crown, so far as the constitution 
admits of it, must be so too. That they may l>e fiubjects of 
the king of England, is true, and so they will be ; and so are the 
people of Hanover subjects of the king of England ; but doea 
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Ireland wish to be upon the footing of Hanover with this coun- 
try ? and yet the case must and will be so. Suppose an act 
of parliament were to pass, restraining the preeogative of tht 
crown in any given instance with respect to Ireland, would not 
Ireland be bounden by that act of parliament i Must not Ireland 
submit to that act of parliament ^ For how could Ireland oppose 
or resist it but by an act of rebellion, if the people of Ireland be 
the subjects of xhc crown of England, and the crown of England 
be subject to the legislation of England? Do the people of Ire«> 
land wish to have seats in .the British parliament ? This bill 
incapacitates them from being members of the British leg^sla* 
ture. It was by acts of parliament, that the right of sitting in 
the two houses of parliament was regulated; and the people of 
Ireland not being to be bounden by acts of parliament, they are 
in so much aliens, quoad their claim tp this right. From the 
moment that act did pass, the Irish were no longer our fellow 
subjects. If that right be in us, that right is delegated to us, ' 
and no delegated right is, or can be in its nature transferable. 
This is sound constitutional doctrine, and not to be opposed ; 
besides, at best this is but an act of parliament, and all acts of 
parliament are repealable ; and then the right reverts to its fun- 
damental source. Let the Irish remember, that die 6th of 
George L has been repealed. 

The Duke of Richmond said, that in many respects he agreed 
with the noble earl, and must do him the justice to say, he never 
heard a series of arguments better digested. His grace went 
over much of the old ground, and amongst other things their 
lordships would be pleased to consider, that not only in regard 
to peace and war, in regard to rivalship in commerce, in regard 
to ecclesiastical matters, the separation- created by the present 
hill would be materially alarmmg to England. Suppose that 
England should have occasion to go to war, and Ireland should 
find herself disposed to remain at peace, should refuse to give 
aid, smd furnish her quotas to the cause of the empire ; suppose 
that in negociations for peace, the terms agreed on by the 
English ministers, should bex>bjected to by the Irish ; suppose 
that in regulations and treaties of commerce with foreign states 
the Irish should contend with the English, in these and a thou- 
sand other possible suppositions, was it possible that this total 
separation could be submitted to by the people of England? But 
there were other most important dangers to be apprehended. 
All these arguments powerfully bore upon the ultimate neces- 
sity of an incorporate union, without which the two kingdoma 
must be constandy exposed, to these monstrous anomalies and 
mischiefs in government. These were reasons that made it 
indispensably necessary for their lordships to enquire whether 
this was to be followed by any other measure, and whether the 



16 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

pnsent ministers had adopted it as a part of a system, upon 
iriiich the mutual connection of the two countries was to be 
established. This was particularly imcessary to be known, on 
account of the very unaccountable and opposite mixture of opi- 
nion and principle that existed in the cabinet at that time. It 
was impossible that he, dT that any man could rationally trust to 
the measures of an administration, where the principles were so 
Opposite and contradictory; one part of which he revered as 
much as he reprobated tlie other. The noble duke severely 
animadverted upon Lord North's conduct respecting Ireland, 
and endeavoured to prove, that die noble lord had been the 
ciiuse of all the uneasiness and oppression felt and complained of 
by Ireland, and of her taking up arms to do herself justice, 
when she found the British parliament would do nothing for 
her. His Grace stated the frequent attempts made to relieve 
her trade in trifling particulars, all of which were defeated by 
the opposition of local interests. He mentioned the bill allow- 
ing her to import her own sugars, which he said was ultimately 
defeated by the interposition of Lord North, on a division of 64 
to 58; he afterwards stated the declaration of a noble earl at 
that time at the head of his majesty's councils (Earl Gower) 
at the end of the session of 1779 (that the address then moved 
respecting Ireland by the Marquis of Rockingham, should not 
be opposed, if the censure of miaisters were taken out) the 
accompanying promise, that something for the relief of Ireland 
should be thought of against the next session, and the noble 
earl's subsequent resignation of hrs olRec, and his informing 
the house wlien parliament met again, that his reason for hav- 
ing quitted his majesty's councils u* as, "because the promise 
" he had ventured to make to their lordsliips had not been 
" ful&Ued, and nothing had been done for Ireland." His Grace 
dwelt on these particulars for some lime, and then took the 
liberty of asking from the noble duke, who was at the head of 
the new adininistration, not what was to be his system, but 
whether or not it were the design of the cabinet to follow up this 
bill with others; nnd whether this were only a part, or the whole 
of their system with regard to the settlement of the relative 
situation of the two kingdoms? 

■ The Duke of Pordand said, that it would be a very improper 
thing for him to divulge prematurely the purposes of the king's 
ininisters. He always had been, and always should be ready, 
to do every thing in his power to cement the connection between 
Great Britain and Ireland, on terms of mutual affection and 
mutual interest. He therefore most heartily concurred in the 
present bill; lie submitted to the candour of the house wheihtr 
It were fair to suspect until there was an appearance of guilt, and 
whether it were right to call upon him for olHcial communications 



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 17 

future measures or designs. Beside, their lordships would re» 
collect how very short the time was since they had come into 
ofBce, and in fairness they could not be expected to be fully in« 
formed of the various topics in the offices* 

Lord Thurlow professed, that he could not see any thing un^ 
seasonable or improper in the question, which the noble Duke 
had asked. It was applicable to the occasion, and he thought, 
that without being satisfied on the point, their lordships could 
not fairly be called to the decision of the present question. What 
was the question ? Was the present bill the whole or only the 
part of a system i On what grounds was it to be Adopted by the 
present ministers i For what purpose was it to be passed i To 
what end was it to be applied ? In all this was there any thing, 
which in the smallest degree, could give embarrassment to mi- 
nisters in answering? There had been full time fix>m Friday to 
Monday, to have examined every paper on the subject : and what 
made this appear more singular, was, that many of those papers 
must have come from the' noble duke himself, and a noble earf 
his now colleague in administration ; would not their lordships 
Chen suppose, that no men could have been fixed on so capaUe 
of speedily determining what was expected, and what ought to 
be done to secure a lasting and permanent connection with out 
sister kingdom ? and yet these men, according to their own ao- 
counts, were the most improper and incapable of all persons 
living. He said he could not but lament the frequent chanjfes, 
which revolutions in politics in this kingdom made in the lord 
lieutenants of that country. The people were scarcely settled 
with a representative of die crown, before intelligence arrived, 
that they were to part with him, and that another was appointed 
in his stead. This circumstance was sufficient to make daem 
have a very poor opinion of the councils of this country, and 
that we were guided by caprice, whim^ and unsteadiness : tht 
present nobleman who fiDed that high office, by his genefexisi^ 
his large connections in both countries, his aflability and inte* 
grity, had won their good opinion in a short time ; and this 
was no sooner done than their favourite was to be taken from, 
them. 

Lord Loughborough said, that on this question he had no pe* 
culiar means of acquiring information with respect to the de« 
signs of the cabinet. He had no other information than as a 
lord of parliament, and as such, he must declare freely, that he 
thought the present conversation, for it was not a debate, on the 
merits of the bill, extremely irregular, if not disorderly. Not a 
word was started in objection to the bill as to itself, but minis* 
ters were called upon to divulge their future system, and to de^ 
dare what they were to be to the house. H^ did not think thifl 
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.perfectly consisteot with ikimess, nor was it the kind of opposi< 
tion, which any ministry would have reason to dread. 

Lord Viacount Towiubend said, it was not candid nor fair 
to deijiaiid from ministers, at so early a period after their in- 
troduction to office, the system which diey were to pursue with 
Ireland. This, at least, was evident ; that if they meant to act 
» fair, a manly, and an honest part, the present bill was necessa- 
ry, since it confrmed what was done in the last leesion, and 
none of those alarming evib were to be apprehended from it. 
The fluctuation of Irish opinions was easily to be accounted for. 
The incessant change of the government must naturally give 
rise to fresh jealousies and new opinions, and while this very 
great evil continued, it was impossible that we could expect, to 
see our sister kingdom truly and permanendy fixed tn her sys- 
tem and sentiments. He declared it was his opinion, that for 
want of acting unequivocally on former occasions, all our mis- 
fortunes, including even the loss of America, had arisen j that 
what they felt in their own breasts should govern their public 
conduct ; and the national honour, like the personal honour of 
their lordships, gboukl be deemed sacred, and on no account to 
be violated. Public credit depended on the public faith ; the 
abandonment of the latter consequently must prove the rutn of 
the former. After a very heated debate and i>ersonal reflections 
from the Puke of Chandos and Lord Radnor upon the new 
ministers having seized c»i the reins of government by force, 
and outraged royalty by percntpiory conditions, the bill was 
committed without a dissenting voice- 
No bill ever produced more debates, yet it never brought on 
one division. And it must be allowed, that under the variety 
of cbangesi which the Bridsh ministry experienced at that cri- 
tical period, they all centred in one accord, to give ease, suis- 
factitK), and perfect constitutional liberty to Ireland. There 
cannot be a more unimpeachable voucher, than the *act for 
finally settling the independent legialatioQ and judicature of Ire- 
land. 

• The «ct 23 George III. c. 28. intitulcti, " An Act for preventing «nd re- 
*' moving all doubts which have arisen, or may arise, corceminf^ the eidu- 
*' aiye rigliti of the pariiametit ami courti of IreUnd, in matter* of legislation 
" and juilicalure i and for preventing aiiy writ of error nr appeal from any nf 
" his majesty's courts in that kirgdom from being received, heard, and ad- 
" judged, in any of hia maicstj's courts in tlie klngiiom of Great Brj lain." 

" Whereas by an act of the last session of this present parliament, intituled, 
" All Act to repeal an act, made in the 6lh year of the reign of his late maje*. 
" ty King Geor^ 1. intituled. An Act for the better securing the dependancy 
" of the kingdom of Ireland upon the crown of Great Britain, it was enacted, 
■' That the sai<1 last mentioned act, and all mitten and things therein con- 
" tained, should be repealed: And whereas doubts have arisen whether the 
" provisions of (Jie said act are suffident to secure to tlie people of Ireland the 
" rights claimed by them to be bouul only by law* enacted 1^' lu> majesty and 
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Whilst the British senate was earnestly employed in giving 
and securing freedom to Ireland, and in the ministerial. inter- 
regnum, which suspended the action of the British government, 
Ireland was not wholly inactive. The corporation of the city 
of Dublin presented the following address to the lord lieute- 
nant: 

** Mat it please your Excellency. 

" WE, the Lord Mayor, SherilDs, Commons, 
'^ and Citizens of the City of Dublin, in common council as- 
^^ sembled, unanimously think it our indispensable duty at this 
** time to approach your excellency with our sincere acknow- 
** ledgments for your prudent and indefatigable regard to the 
'* honour and welfare of this country. 

" Your excellency's early attention to the removal of all 
^' doubts relative to the independency of the legislation, and ju- 
** risdiction of the parliament of Ireland, the general and ceco* 
^^ nomical reform introduced into several departments of the 
^ state, and the many great and apparent advantages we enjoy, 
*' and are likely to experience^ from your excellency's wise, firm, 
^^ and virtuous administration, must at all times excite and de- 
^* mand the highest expressions of gratitude, and make us eam- 
•* estly solicitous for the continuance of your government over 
*' a people aifectionate to your person, and truly sensible of your 
** honourable intentions. 

** the parliament of that kingdom^ tn all eases whatever, and to have a1) ac- 
" tions and suits at law or iniquity, which may be instituted in that kingdom^ 
*' decided in his majesty's courts tlierein finally, and without appeal from 
** tlience, therefore, for reraovinjs^ all doubts respecting the same, may it please 
" your majesty, that it may be declHred and enacted; and be it dedared and 
*' enacted oy the king's most excellent majesty, by and with tlie advice and 
" consent of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in this present 
" parliament assembled, and by the authority of the sirac, thut the said rigitt 
'* claimed by the people of Ireland to be bound only by laws enacted by his 
'** majesty and the parliament of tiiat kingdom, in all cases whajtever, and t» 
*' have all actions and suits at law or in equity, which may be instituted ia 
** thatlcing^m, decided in his majesty's courts tlierein finally, and without 
'^ appeal from thence, shall be, and it isfiereby declared to he established and 
" ascertained for ever, and shall, at no time liereafter, be questioned orques- 
•* tionable. 

«« II. And be .it furtlier enacted by the authority aforesaid, That no vrrit 
*• of error or appeal shall be received or adjudged, or any otlier proceeding be 
" had by or in any of his majesty's courts ui this kingdom in any action or suit 
" at law or in equity^ instituted in any of his majesty's courts in the kingdont 
" of Ireland ; and that all such writs, appeals, or proceeding^, shall be, and 
** they are hereby declared null and void to all intents and purposes ; and that 
" all records, transcripts of records or proceedings, which have been trana- 
** mitted from Ireland to Great Britain, by virtue of any writ of error or ap- 
" pea\t and upon which no judgment has been g^ren^ or decree pronounced 
" before the first day of June, 17&2, shall, upon application made by, or in be- 
•« half of the party in whose favour judgment was given, or decree pronounced, 
" in Ireland, be delivered to sucli party, or any person by him authoriaed to 
«* itpply for, and receive the same." 



4i 



SO AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

• 

^^ It has beei;i justly observed, that all nations have experi« 
^^ enced a period of exaltation as well as of depression. 

^^ From an ill*judging policy, this kingdom felt the latter ; 
^^ from the Well-timed and liberal sentiments which prevail, it is 
^^ likely to attain the former. 

^^ We assure your excellency, that the citizens expect the 
" consummation of this great business from a nobleman of in- 
*^ dependent fortune and principles, equally the friend of Great 
^^ Britain and Ireland ; sensible that their interests are the same, 
^^ they do most firmly rely on your goodness, that nothing in 
*^ your power will be wanting to secure to this nation the com- 
^^ plete and perpetual eTijoyment of commercial and constitutional 
" freedom. 

*^ In that persuasion, we cannot but represent to your excel* 
** lency, that as the time is critical and important, no circum- 
^^ stances whatsoever should induce a change, which might pre* 
^^ judice, but cannot benefit this country ^ and your excellency 
^^ must be convinced there are situations, in which the yielding 

even to the finer feelings of the mind, (however amiable in 

private life) must be considered as political error, and a de- 
** sertion of public duty. 

*' Your excellency will please to receive this address, not as 
** the ordinary and common compliment paid to persons in your 
^^ high station, but as the language of freemen sensibly alarmed, 
'* who highly approve your conduct and revere your virtues ; and 
** who will not behold with indifference the moment, which 
" shall terminate your excellency's administration. 

^^ In testimony whereof, we have caused the common seal 
^^ of the said city to be hereunto affixed, this 7th day of March, 
« 1783." 

To this address the following answer was returned : 

^' I am too sensible to this address of affectionate regard, to« 
"answer it in the common expressions of good-will : my heart 
*^ is indeed too full; and I truly feel an honest pride in receiving 
" such a testimony of the sense, which the city of Dublin en» 
** tertain of my zeal to promote the first object of my wishes, 
** the constitutional and commercial freedom of Ireland. To 
^^ such an object I would gladly sacrifice every private feeling : 
^^ and as long as I can flatter myself, that my exertions are ac* 
" ceptable to his majesty, or may be serviceable to this king- 
" dom, I will hope that no circumstances will prevent me from 
'* continuing to you that proof of my interest in your prosperity, 
** which an unremitting attention to the great lines of an honest 

govcniment can so truly give. But in every situation, I never 

can forget how much I owe to your affection ; and my con* 
" stant prayer, my constant object will be, that the honour, 
'' pride, and happiness of Ireland, may be perpetual, and that 
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^ It may be founded on the surest basis of a liberal and consti- 
^^ toCional Qonnection with your sister kingdom.^' 

In order to gratify the public mind, and to draw it from 
q)eculative questions, it was thought adviseable to institute a 
new order of knighthood, that should give additional lustre to 
the national consequence, which at this time appeared to be the 
favourite object of all ranks of people. Letters patent were 
accordingly passed for creating a society, or brotherhood, to 
be called " Knights of the Illustrious Order of St. ' Patrick;^ 
of which his majesty his heirs, and successors, were appointed 
to be sovereigns ; and the lord-lieutenant for the time being, 
was to o£Bciate as grand master. The following were appointed 
knights companions of the order, viz. His Royal Highness 
Prince Edward, his Grace William Robert Duke of Leinster, 
the Earls of Clanricarde, Antrim, Westmeath, Inchiquin, 
Drogheda, Tyrone, Shannon, Clanbrassil, Mornington, Cour- 
town, Charlemont, Bective, and Ely. The Archbishop of 
Dublin for the time being, was apppinted Chancellor ; and the 
Dean of St. Patrick's, in like manner, Register; and Lord Del- 
vin, Secretaty. 

On the 11th of March, the Knights were invested with due 
solemnity before the lord-lieutenant at Dublin Castle ; and on, 
the 17th of the same month (being the festival of St. Patrick^ 
tutelar Saint of Ireland,) they were installed. And the cere- 
monial of the installation was conducted throughout with the ut- 
most regularity, order, and magnificence. 

Various speculations had at different periods been set on foot 
in Ireland for peopling the country by an influx of foreigners, 
at times when cruelty was inventive to check the population of^ 
the aboriginal natives of the soil. But the ill-judged policy of 
listening to the distresses of foreigners, whilst the more piercing 
cries of their own subjects were unheard or unheeded, though 
frequently attempted, has generally failed. 

Disputes and dissensions had long subsisted ])etween the aris« 
tocratic and democratic powers in the republic of Geneva, 
which had finally terminated in favour of the former, through 
the interference of the kings of France and Sardinia, and the 
cantons of Zuric and Berne. In consequence of which, a num- 
ber of the citizens of the popular party resolved to quit a coun- 
try, in the government of which their weight and authority had 
been totally extinguished. 

On this occasion they turned their eyes upon Ireland, and 
comn^issioners were accordingly sent by them to Dublin, to con- 
sult and treat with that government in relation to their recep- 
tion into that kingdom. The commissioners, on their arrival, 
received the greatest personal attention from the people in gene- 
ral, (then all alive to every claim of civil liberty,) but more 
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especially from the different corps of volunteers in the province 
of Leinster, into sevei*al of which, as a mark of respect paid to 
the cause they came to solicit, they were chosen as members. 

I'heir request, with respect to the admission of their countr}'- 
men into Ireland, was eagerly cbmplied with by government, 
who, with a degree of avidit}', offered them an asylum in that 
country. Accordingly, the names and numbers of the emi- 
grants from Geneva having been laid before the privy council, 
they fixed upon a place for their residence at Passage, near to 
the confluence of the rivers Barrow and Suir, in the county of 
Waterford, in which, district a very considerable tract of land 
was then shortly to revert to government; and this it was re- 
solved should be appropriated and granted in fee to these Gene- 
vese setders, and the place named " Nqv GenevaJ^^ 

.• Tlie followlnpf warrant was issued by the lord lieutenant on that occasion : 

To the Earl of Tyrone, the Riffht Hon. John Bcresford, the Right Hon. John 
Blaquiere, K. B. the Ri^ht Hon. Henry Theophilus Clements, the Rif^ht 
Hon. John Foster, the Rifdit Hon. Luke Gardiner, tlie Right Hon. William 
Wyndham Grenville« the Riglit Hon. James Gaffe, David Latouche, Esq. jun. 
Andrew Caldwell, Esh. Travcn Hartly, Esq. Alexandra Jaffray, Esq. and 
Messeiurs G. Ringler, E. Clavier, Du Roveray, E. Gase, Grenus,'and Diver- 
nois. 

VVhercas the Sieur Diremoisdid, by his memorial of the 27th of Septeniji>er 
last, represent unto us, that, in consequence of certain alterations, which had 
taken place in tlie political constitution and government of the state of Geneva, 
a considerable number of the citizens and inhabitants, attached to the blessings 
of a free government, were disposed, under assurances of the enjoyment of 
certain prtvilc^s and protection, to settle themselves in this kingdom, to bring 
•wiUi tliem llicirpropertv, and to establish here those manufactui*es, which had 
Tendered the citizens of that state so wealthy ; and that the sura of fifty thou- 
sand pounds sterling, British money, would' be necessary to enable the first 
thousand emiprants to effect their purpose, of which a sum, not exceeding one ' 
Iialf, to be applied to defray the cxponccs of their journey, and tlie carriage of 
tlieir efferts ; and the remainder to be applied in tJie building, or providing 
bouses for their reception : and whereas we did lay tlic said memorial before 
the lords of his majesty'* privy council, who, by their resolution of the 37th 
day of September last, expressive of the importanoe of tlie object, and the 
advantages to l>e secured to this kingdom by the accession of ^ body of res- 
pectable citizens, and to its comraerce, by the introduction of a manufacture 
%o extensive and beneftcisd, aixi by tlic immediate acquisition of a very material 
addition to tlie national wealth, did unanimously i*cqirest, that his miyesty 
would be graciousl}' pleased to take the same into his royal consideration, and 
to adopt such measures in this case, as to his majesty's g^reat wisdom should 
seem incet : and we having transmitted the said memorial and resolution to be 
laid before the kinjL his majesty hath been graciously pleased to signify his 
royal approbation of the design aforcsaitl, founded upon principles so truly 
Tntcrosting to justice and humanity : and of his royal disposition to induce the 
said merchants, artists, and 'manufacturers, citizens, or inhabitants of Geneva, 
%o settle in Ireland, under the conviction, that by their civil and religious prin- 
ciple", their industry, and their loyalty, they would materially contribute to 
t'.>« advantage of this kingdom. 

Tiiesc arc, therefore, to pray and to empower you to consult together, and 
to report unto us what agreements, regulations, warrants, and authoriti^, will, 
in your opinion, be ncccssarj' and proper for carrying his majesty's gracious 
ii\tcnlions into execution, under llic heads following, viz, . 
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The terms insisted upon by the Genevese, previous to their 
becoming subjects of a new state, were, 1st. That they should 
be represented in parliament; 2diy« That they should be 

1st. For the g^Ant of a sum of fifly thousand pounds to certain state offi- 
cers, and to cei-tain of the nobility and gentry of this realm, together wHh the 
six commissioners now in this kingdom from the Genevans ; the said sum to be 
granted to them in trust for the use of the Genevans settling in this coontiyy 
whereof a sum, not exceeding one half, is to be applied to the charges of their 
journey, and the carriage of their effects, to be distributed by the said com* 
missioners, in such |»oportion ay they shall think equitable, upon the eon« 
sideration of the circumstances^ the character, and the talents of each emi- 
grant : and the remainder to be expended in the building a towu^ and settlings 
Uiem therein. 

3dly. To consider the rights, privileges, franchises, and immunities to be 
granted to the inhabitants of the said new intended town i and so soon as tbe 
general system shall have been submitted to, and approved of by us, t^en to 
prepare a draught of a charter, which wiQ be referred to the consideration of 
his majesty's law servants for their opinion, and afterwards submitted to his 
majesty for his royal approbation, granting to the said citizens of the New 
. Geneva, the establishment of magistrates, councils, or assemblies, with powew 
ibrregulatingtheirintema] concerns, In such manner as shall be most agreeable 
to the laws, under which they lived hap{»ly in their own country, and as shall be 
agreeable to the dispositions of tlie people, observing nevertheless, that, in no 
instance whatsoever, such municipal laws, or reg^ations, be repugnant to the 
laws of this kingdom ; and, in case tliat it should be necessary to apply to parlia- 
ment for farther powers for canning such charters, or purposes, into execution, 
then to prepare a draught or scheme of such bill or bills, 'as may be necessaiy 
to be submitted to the legislature. 

3dly^ To consider in whiat manner a sufficient portion of land shall be 
secured to the said citizens of Geneva, to examine and recommend with all 
expedition a situation for their new town, and to consider and prepare eveiy 
arrangement which may ei^iedite the construction of it, and to report by what 
mode the persons arriving m this kingdom, shall from time to time be aecorn- 
modated, until the new town, or a sufficient portion tliereof, shall be erected 
for their reception : as also in what manner the said houses shall be distributed 
to individuids, or a sufficient portion of ground to those, who may wish to 
build at their own expence ; and in it^hat manner the freedom of the new town 
shall be secured to such persons having been citizens or inhabitants of Geneva, 
and possessed of those oualifications of conduct and of morals, upon which 
the success of this estaolishment must depend, (as are not yet arrived or 
naturalized V so that, upon their arrival and naturatization, they shall be enti- 
tled to the oenefits of tne body corporate aforesaid. 

And whereas young persons of rank and fortune, from all parts of Europe, 
resorted to tlie city of Geneva, to profit from tlie system of education estab- 
lished there, wider professors of eminence in useful and liberal studies and 
accomplishments ; and whereas a school or academy, formed upon the same 
principles in this kingdom, would forward his majesty's gracious dispositions 
for tlie encouragement Of religion, virtue, and science, by improving the edu- 
cation and early habits of youth, and would remove the inducements to a foreign 
education; and bein? conducted with that attention to morality and virtue, 
which Iiath distinguished the establishments in that city, may attract foreigners 
to reside in this kingdom for the like purpose, we do farther pray and empower 
you to consider and digest a plan for a school artd academy of education, to be 
established in the new colony, and to make a part of the constitution hereof* 
under such institution aud regulations, and with such privileges as may best 
contribute to tlie ends hereby proposed. 

And we do pray and empower, that, after having ^iven these subjects in 
general the fullest consideration, you do report unto us a particular detail 
of trhat shall be liipught most fitting to be granted and ordered for tke advaap 
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governed by their own laws. The first of these condiuons 
might have been a matter of opinion, and subject to discus- 
sion ; but the two last were holden to be incompatible with 
the laws and the constitution of Ireland, and as such totally 
rejected. 

This disagreement between the parties on leading points 
Stopped all further procedure in the business. Some of the 
Genevese, however, transported themselves into Ireland ; but 
.they soon found by experience, that nothing was gained by 
changing their situation ; and most of them, after a short stay, 
•quitted the kingdom. 

The reciprocal advantages, which mij^t have accrued to Ire- 
liuid and the Genevese emigrants, from the proposed settlement, 
even had it taken place to the fullest extent, could never, it is 
presumed, have equalled, or been in any degree proportionable 
to the sanguine expectations some men had been led to form 
on this subject. It should be considered, first, that the Gene- 
vese are, for the most part, mechanics, and that therefore they 
must have been but ill-suited, from their former habits of life^ 
to the toils of agriculture ; next, that they were to be settled in 

t«ge and encoimgement of the Genevans settling in tfaSa kingdom aforesaid, 
jura iat the welfare and prosperity of the new colonj, that me necessary re- 
presentations thereupon may be laid before his majesty without loss of time ; 
so tiiat etery facility may be piven to the adoption of evezjr measure calcuUted 
to give the said citizens of Geneva the fullest proofii of his majesty's royal 
protection and regard. 

Given under our hand and seal of arms, at his majesty's castle of Dublin, 
the 4th day of AprU, 17S3, 

fiy his excellency's command, 

S. Hamilton. 

The following Utter wot ioon after received by Mr, jyivemoh, from Mr, Se» 

cretaty Hamilton » 
Sir, 

I am commanded by my lord-lieutenant to acquaint you, 
that he has signed a warrant to the proper officers to make out the draught of 
a commission, to be submitted to his majesty for his roval signature* appoint- 
ing the several noblemen and gentlemen who are to be entrusted with the 
settlement in tliis kingdom of the colony of. Genevans, as also the draught of a 
royal letter, granting the sum of 50,000/. to those commissioners for that pur- 
pose. 

His excellency has also given farther directions to the prime serjeant, attor- 
ney and solicitor general, to prepare a draught of a grant of a charter of 
yicorporation for the said colony, and draught of such bills to be laid before 
the parliament at their next meeting, as shall be requisite for effecting the 
several purposes desired. 

His excellency has at tlie same time commanded me to assure you of his 
cordial disposition to the new settlement, and of his intention to forward every 
measure which shall be necessary for the protection and encouragement of 
the colony, with as much dispatch as the necessary forms in a business of so 
much importance will admit. 

I hAve the h.nour to be, with great regard. Sir, 

Your'Si 8ic. 

S. Hamilton. 
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H part of Ireland where their support must have arisen frovii 
their daily labours on the soil, and from their having but kyr 
wants of their own to [rafify^ more than from their ingenuity irt 
forming and constructing a variety of ornamental articles, whidh 
the luxury and riches of populous and trading towns can only 
create a market for* Whether or no this measure of govern- 
ment, had not in fact proved abortive as it did, it is very ques«» 
tionable whether it would ultimately have been productive of 
any real advaiiuge to that kingdom. Certain, however, it isi 
govemnfent at this time must have entertained the most impli<« 
cit and unqualified confidence in the steady attachment of the 
volunteers and people of Ireland to the constitution of their 
country, or otherwise they never could have levied the larg« 
sum of 50,000/. upon a very distressed country, to purchase the 
probable introduction of turbulent and democratic principles, 
with a thousand self-exiled martyrs to democracy, from the An- 
tibazilican school of Geneva. 

Lord Temple did not quit the government till the 3d of June^ 
1783, when he was succeeded by the Earl of Northington* 
The reports of an immediate dissolution of parliament, which 
in fact took place on the 15th of July, 1783, had thrown the 
whole nation into a new political fever. The armed body of 
volunteers assumed to themselves, rather than allowed credit to 
their representatives for having acquired a constitution at least 
similar to that of Great Britain. They considered, that it would 
be a disgrace to quit their arms, whilst any benefit to their coun- 
try could be still obtained by them ; and they now generally 
bent their thoughts to the improvement of the state of repre- 
sentation of the people in parliament. They had been much 
encouraged in this pursuit by the spirited addresses of the coun- 
ty of York and of other counties to the commons in favour of 
reform, as well as by the persevering efforts of the Duke of 
Richmond, Mr. *Pitt, and other then popular members, to 

* On the 7th of May, the day after the call of the house, Mr, William Pitt 
made his promised motion respecting the reform of parliamentary representa- 
tion. As the mode of proceeding by a committee, proposed last yetf, had 
formed one of the principal objections ag^alnst the reform itself, he thought it 
' more adviseable to bring forward some specific propositions : tliese were, 

1. " That it was the opinion of the house, that measures were highly neces* 
" sary to be taken for the future prevention of bribery and expence at elec- 
" tions. 

2. ** That for the future, when the majority of votes for any borough shall 
'< be convicted of ^^ross and notorious corruption before a select committee of 
** that house, appomtedtotry the merits of any election, such borough should 
** be disfranchised, and the minority of voters, not so convicted, should be en« 
'* titled to vote for the county in which such boroueh should be situated. 

3. " That an addition of kniehts of the shire, and of representatives of tlie 
" metropolis, should be added to the state of the representation." He left 
&e number to future discvMion, but said he should propose one hundred. 

VOL. 2IJ. D 
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luring about a reform in the representation of the people in Eng- 
land* Committees of correspondence to this effect were insti* 
tuted with the roost forward and zealous advocates for reform 
in England, and the letters received from them were circulated 
with avidity throughout Ireland.t 

On the 1st of July, 1783, at a meeting of the delegates from 
forty-five companies of the province of Ulster, assembled at 
Lisbume in pursuance of a public requisition (Lieutenant Colo- 
pel Sharman in the chair), it was resolved unanimously, That 
a general meeting of the volunteer delegates of the province of 
Ulster, on the subject of a more equal r^epresentation of the 
people in parliament, is hereby earnestly intreated, to be h«ld at 
Dungannon, on Monday the 8th day of Septembernext. 

Resolved unanimously, that the following gentlemen (seven 
to be a quorum) be appointed a committee of. correspondence 
for communicating with the other corps of the province, for 
taking preparatory steps to forward the intentions of this meet- 
ing, and for collecting the best authorities and informations on 
the subject of a parliamentary reform, viz. 

Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, Colonel Rowley, 

Captain Black, Major John Crawford, 

Dr. Alex. Crawford, Lieutenant Colonel Banks, 

Major Burden, Mr. Robert Thompson, 

Captain Wad. Cunningham, Captain Thomas Prentice, 

Rev. Mr. Craig, Lieutenant Tomb. 
Dr. Samuel Moore, 

Resolved unanimously, That the following address be pub* 
lished in the public prints : 

To the Volunteer Army of the Province of Ulster. 

" Fellow Citizens, 

" In common with every class of Irishmen, you 
^^ are sensible, that this kingdom for many centuries might have 
** continued to bear its chains in ignoble and indigent obscurity, 
^^ had not an army of its citizens, by a great effort, dared to cast 
*' them off. 

The debate .continued till near two o'clock, without any novelty of reason- 
ing or diversification of argument. The number of petitioners this year had 
decreased. Only fourteen counties appeared, and most .of the petitions had a 
very inconsiderable number of names subscribed. The whole amount was 
said not to reach 20,000. Amongst the converts to tha question, appeared 
Mr. Thomas Pitt and the Lord Advocate of Scotland. The former of tlicse 
gentlemen made the house an offer of the voluntary surrender ofhis borough 
of Old Sarum. The house divided on the order of the day, ayes 293, noes 
149. 

t These letters were from the Duke of Richmond^ Dr. Price, Mr. Wyvil^, 
Dr. John Jcbb, Lord Effingham, Mr. Cartwright, and others. 
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« That the dignified conduct of that army lately restored to 
*^ the imperial crown of Ireland its original splendour, to nobi- 
*^ Hty its ancient privileges, and to the nation at large its inhe- 
^' rent rights as a sovereign, independent state ; that by incul- 
^^ eating the glorious spirit of toleration, it has united the oncb 
*^ disiracted inhabitants of this country . into an indissoluble 
'^ mass, and promoted the most exalted reverence for the laws, 
*^ are facts that will exhibit a splendid and interesting figure in 
^^ the annals of the age. 

^^ From a military institution, so singular in its nature as to 

comprehend the several gradations of nobles, commons, mei*- 

chants, yeomen, and mechanics, every substantial good will 

be expected by wise and virtuous men. 

" They will with honest pride behold in the state an unparal- 
** leled combination of tlie military with the civil character, ex- 
** isting only for the general interests, of the community, and 
" prepared, on the purest principles of the constitution, to give 
*' efficacy to the wishes of three millions of people. 

" The idea of a wcU-digested parliamentary reform, has ever 
^^ experienced a favourable reception in the un corrupted breasts 
^^ of Irishmen and of Britons. It has been uniformly looked up 
^^ to as the true source of public virtue and of political salvation, 
^^ by the first characters these kingdoms have produced. In 
^^ this age we have seen it warmly supported by that consum- 
^^ mate sutesman, the late Earl of Chatham ; and revived by 
*^ the heir to his abilities and name, the present William Pitt. 
^^ It has received the sanction of the most eminent and honest 
*^ men in both houses of the British parliament, of a great hum- 
^' ber of the most respectable shires in England, and the volun* 
*^ teer delegates of the province of Munster, and within these 
^^ few days, of the unanimous vote of thirty-eight corps, re- 
^^ viewed at Belfast. 

^^ Among the many glorious effects of which a more equal 
** representation of the people of Ireland would be productive, 
^^ the following are obvious : 

^^ The destruction of that party spirit, whose baneful infiu- 
^^ ence has at all times been injurious to the public weal; a re* 
*'*' vival of the native dignity of the crown, by imparting to each 
^^ branch of the legislature its distinct and proportional weight ( 
^' and the abolition of that train of courdy mercenaries, who 
" must ever continue to prey on the vitals of public virtue, till, 
^^ the balance of the constitution being restored, the necessity 
*^ for governing by regular systems of seduction, shall no longer 
" exist. 

*^ Then would the constituent body regain its constitutional 
^^ control over its trustees, and venal majorities would not be 

found to support the most dishonourable and pernicious mea« 
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*' sures, in opposition to the sense of the unpolluted part of the 
" legislature, as welt as contrary to the universal wishes of the 
" public, as to the true intent of the institution of parliameota. 

" With due deference for the august body, which we have 
*' presumed to address, we therefore beg leave to express our 
'■* wishes, that the volunteer delegates of Ulster would assemble 
** with the same spint of loyalty, patriotism, and firmness, which 
" actuated them on the memorable I5lh of February, 1782 : to 
" deliberate on the most constitutional means of procuring a 
" more equal representatiou of the people in the pariiament of 
*' Ireland, as the only measure, which can give permanency to 
** the late renovation of our couatitution, or restore that virtue 
*' to the representative body, without which, though the mere 
f^ forms of a free government may be preserved, iu spirit must 
*' inevitably perish. 

^ Signed by order of the meeting, 

W. M. Sbahmak, Chairman." 

On ^e same day was made, publiihed, and sent to the Dun> 
gannon delegates the following report of a committee of cor- 
respondence, appointed by forty-five corps, assembled by public 
advertisement at Lisburne on the first of July last, for the pur- 
pose of obtaining information on the important subject of a 
more equal representation of the people in the parliament of 
Ireland. 

" The committee in discharge of the trust invested in them, 
immediately opened a correspondence with a number of the most 
eminent and well informed characters in Great Britain and Ire- 
land, and received answers fraught with most valuable informa- 
tion on the subject. 

" Such of them as enter minutely into the business wiltbf 
submitted to the provincial assembly if thought eligible, consi- 
dering the length of their detail, and the great delay which 
their disclosure will unavoidably occasion. If it be more agreea- 
ble to the meeting, for the general diifusal of a body of know- 
ledge on so great a political subject, the principal letters will be 
published by the committee's secretary ; by which means the 
dispatch necessary to bo great an assembly will be greatly pro- 
moted. 

" The Yorkshire Association, so celebrated for its spirit and 
numbers, meet about the close of the present month, iu order 
previously to receive the decisions of this province, 

*' The society for constitutional knowledge in London, in 
which are enrolled the names of the first characters in England 
(strenuous labourers in the glorious business of reform in our 
eister kingdom), have ordered the addresses of the Ulster regi- 
ment, and of the forty-five corps, convening the provincial meet- 
fxig of Ulater, to be eutercd in tliejr books, published in the 
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prints, and circulated gratis through the kingdom, in order that 
die exertions of Ireland may ^ve a spur to the spirit of the Bri- 
tish nation* 

** The committee is rejoiced to observe, that the English 
letters are full of expressions of a high sense of the wisdom, 
spirit, and unanimity, that have characterized the volunteer 
. army of Ireland: and that they all concur in conceiving the 
present to be the very moment, in which a radical parliamentary 
reform can best be effected. They universally agree in the 
idea, that the delegates at Dungannon should enter into a very 
comprehensive view of the matter, so as the principles of re- 
form may be strongly marked in their resolves: receiving the 
sanction and concurrence of a general convention of delegates 
from the four provinces, a coincidence of sentiment in which 
they hold to be certainty of success* 

^^ Founded on much deliberation, assisted by the best infor- 
mation they could procure, the committee have ventured to 
prepare resolutions, comprehending a general system of ideas on 
the subject, which they will take the liberty, through their 
chairman. Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, with much humility, 
to move in the august body of representatives of the volunteer 
•army of Ulster. 

" The committee of correspondence have now only to apolo- 
gise for their inability to so weighty a charge : happy if their 
labours shall meet the approbation of their fellow citizens, or 
tend in the most remote degree to any valuable purpose. They 
trust, that the spirit of firmness and integrity, which has already 
restored this ancient kingdom to her sank in the nations, will 
crov/n the 8th of September, 1783, as a day which is to form 
the groundwork 6f internal emancipation, on a basis as great as 
that on which our rights as an independent nation, have been 
with such rapid success already established.'* 

The eve of a dissolution, the speculations upon the new elec- 
tions, and the successful efforts of the patriots in the people's 
cause, had worked up the elated minds of the volunteers to an 
enthusiasm for parliamentary reform little short of that, which 
they had before evinced for free trade and legislative indepen- 
dence. The state and constitution of their House of Commons 
was fully and fairly set before their eyes even by the most 
moderate of their leaders. It consisted of three hundred mem- 
bers ; sixty-four of them were sent by the counties, the re« 
mainder by cities and boroughs. The sixt} -four from counties 
were in some measure, in the of^on of the people, and about as 
many more from the cities and boroughs might, by extraordinary 
exertions of the people, be freely chosen.* Upon that calcubu^ 
tion, the people by possibility might send one hundred and 
twenty-eight members to parliament* The other boroughsi 
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which were close or snug, sent the remainder one hi^idred Aad 
seventy-two. These were the property of some few 16rds and 
commoners, and being the majority, the House of Commons 
consequently as it stood was the representative of an aristocracy* 
It was to that point that government had been long tending. 
It was their constant object to keep up by means of this aristo- 
cratic influence in the commons that oligarchy or monopoly of 
power in that kingdom, which it was found nothing but an 
incorporate union possibly could dissolve, and which whilst it 
lasted was the fatal bane and. calamity of that kingdom* 

The next public act towards the attaining of this object, was 
A circular letter for England, composed and agreed upon by the 
committee of correspondence, and dated from Belfast on the 
19th of July, 1783. It was also immediately published through- 
out Ireland ; and as it contains the feelings and sentiments of 
the armed bodies of Ireland, and they had been allowed in both 
parliaments to speak the genuine sense of the people of Ireland, 
the historian cannot more faithfully transmit them to posterity 
than in their own words. 

Ordered, That the following circular letter, signed by the 
secretary in the name of this committee, be forwarded to....;...«. 
inclosing a copy of the resolutions of the provincial meeting of 
volunteers of Munster, and of the proceedings of the forty-five 
volunteer delegates assembled at Lisbum on the first inst. re- 
specting a parliamentary reform. 

To, &c. Belfast, 19th July, 1783. 

" Your attachment to the rights of the people, and to the 
'^ general prosperity of the British empire, induce us to ad- 
^^ dress you on the present great and momentous occasion. 

*' The spirit of freedom, which pervades all ranks of people 
*^ in Ireland, with the just and wise policy of the British nation, 
** having for ever removed all possible cause of jealousy between 
^ the sister kingdoms, and united us to Britain on the basis of 
** equal libeity and similar constitution ; it becomes the duty, 
*' as it is die interest of each kingdom, to assist the other in th<:ir 
" endeavours to restore to its ancient purity and vigour, a dc- 
** caved, enfeebled, and sickly constitution, 

^^ In t^th nations, it is now generally acknowledged, that thi* 
** great ooject can be obtained by no other means but by a reform 
*^ of the representation in parliament. In England, the measure 
^' has for the present miscarried, though supported by so many 
^^ wise, honest, great, and independent men. We trust, how- 
*^ ever, it has miscarried only for a season, and that the next 
^^ attempt will prove successful. Ireland has now taken up the 
*^ idea, and if we shall be so happy as to see success crown our 
*^ eiTorts, we think considerable weight will be thereby added 
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^ to the endeavours of the peofile in England. The people of 
^^ the two nations, united in pursuit of the same important 
«« object, must be not only powerful, but irresistible. 

*^ The enclosed papers, which we request you may peruse^ 
^^ will shew how far this country has already gone in determin- 
^^ ing to procure a more equal representation; the unanimous 
^^ resolutions of about fifteen thousand volunteers, already de» 
'^ clared in a very few weeks, assure us the resolves of the dele* 
** gates of Ulster, who are to assemble on the 8th of September 
^^ next, will be no less unanimous ; and we well know, that what 
^^ the volunteers (vast numbers of whom are freeholders) shall 
*^ determine on, the other freeholders and people in general^ 
^^ who are not volunteers, will adopt and support, by every 
^' means in their power: the aged fathers cannot di6fer from their 
^^ sons, respecting a matter, on which depends every thing, that 
^^ either hold dear for themselves or their posterity. 

^^ That you may see the very depraved state of our represent 
*^ tation, it is necessary to observe, that out of three hundred 
*^ members, of which our House of Commons consists, about 
^^ two hundred and twenty are returned by boroughs. Those 
^^ one hundred and ten .boroughs are divided into three classes : 
'^ 1st. Those, where the right of election is vested in the Pro^ 
^^ testant inhabitants at large : 2d» Those, where the right of 
^^ election is vested in the chief magistrate, burgesses, and free- 
'^ men: 3d. Those, where the right of eclection is confined 
^^ to the chief magistrate and burgesses, frequently not ex* 
^^ ceeding five or six in number, and seldom above ten or 
** twelve. 

^^ Almost all the boroughs are eidier venal and corrupt, or 
^^ implicitly obedient to the arbitrary will of their respective 
^ landlords, who dictate to the electors in the most absolute 
^^ manner. Those landlords claim by prescription a kind of 
^^ property in those boroughs, which they transfer by sale like 
^^ an estate, and receive from eight thousand to nine thousand 
^* pounds for a borough, and a seat for a borough is generally 
*^ sold for two thousand pounds ; so that every seven or eight 
^^ years the borough brings in four thousand pounds- to the 
^^ patron. Unhappily for Ireland, our coundes are also too 
*^ much governed by our peers and great men, whose influence 
^^ over many of their respective tenants is very great. This 
** consideration has given rise here to a doubt in the minds of 
*^ some well-meaning men, as to the propriety of adding to the 
*^ number of knights of the shire, as generally now, two great 
*^ families endeavour to divide between them the seats for the 
** county, the others remain neutral, or Join the independent 
*^ interest. It is alleged, were there six seats for the county, 
^ six great families would divide them, and that to such a com** 
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f^ binatioD, the independent freeholders would not be able to 
i^ make any effectual opposition. 

*^ May we now intreat, as a most important favour conferred 
^\ on us, and on this kingdom, that you will favour us with your 
^^ sentiments and advice, as to the best, most eligible, and- most 
^^ practicable mode of destroying, restraining, or counteracting 
*^ this hydra of corruption borough-influence ; that we may be 
^ enabled to lay your opinion before the provincial assembly 
^' of delegates at Dungannon: and as our last meeting for 
i^ arranging business previous thereto, is fixed to be on the 20th 
f* of August, we hope you will be obliging enough to forward 
•* your reply, so as to be with us about that time. 

^^ Many apologies are due for this long address, and for the 
** very great trouble we have requested you to take ; but we are . 
^ young in politics, and wish for information from men of more 
** wisdom, experience, and abilities. This however we may 
" venture to assert, that if we can only be directed to the best 
^ mode, the mass of the inhabitants of Ireland is so completely 
^^ alive and sensible to the necessity of a well-digested reform, 
^Mhat there cannot' remain a, doubt that what it attempts, in 
^^ conjunctioQ with the virtuous part of England, must be effec- 
**tual. 

** The several matters on which we have requested your 
" opinion are thrown into one view in the following queries. 
' ^^ In order to the purity of parliament, and to restore, that 
^ constitutional control, which the constituent body should hav9 
** over the representative, 

" Ist. Is it necessar}' that the boroughs, where the elective 
^^ suffrage is vested in a few, and which in general are at 
** the absolute disposal of one or two persons, should be disfran* 
*•* chised, and in their place the county representatives in- 
** creased? 

2d. ^^ The Protestant inhabitants consist of near one mil- 
*' lion, who return three hundred members; would it be wise 
" to increase the number of representatives for the nation at 
** large ? 

" 3d. A plausible objection, mentioned before, has been made 
" against an increase of county representatives; has that argu- 
^^ ment much weight, and if it has, is it remediable ? 

^^ 4th. Should suffrage be extended; and if it should, who 
^^ are the proper objects of such extension i 

" 5th. In order to guard against undue influence, would it be 
** wise to have the members returned by ballot ? 

" 6th. Would not a limitation of the diftation of parliament, 
" to a shorter terra than eight years, have excellent effects j and 
^ should it be less than triennkil ? 
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*^ 7th. If the abolition of the enslaved boroughs is necessary : 
^* would it be equitable or expedient that they be purchased by 
^* the nation f 

^^ 8th* What specific mode of reform in the representation of 
^^ Ireland best suits your own ideas, considering the situation of 
^^ this country ; and what are the steps^ which you conceive 
^^ best adapted to effect that reform i 

" You will be so obliging as to direct your reply to our chair- 
^^ man, Lieutenant Colonel Sharman, at Lisbum* 
, ** Signed byorder^ 

** H# JoY^jutt. Secretary*'* 

As soon as the delegates had come to unanimous and strong 
resolutions upon the necessity and nature of some parliamentary 
reform before the members were all returned, in order to influ- 
ence the electors in their choice, and the elected in their obe- 
dience to the call and wishes of their constituents, on the 8th 
of September, 1783, the following resolutions were published, 
and rapidly and gratiutously circulated throughout every part 
of the kingdom. 

t7LST£R VOLUNTEEll ASSOCtATIOK* 

. At a meeting of two hundred and seventy-two companies 
of the Volunteer Army of the province of Ulster, by their dele- 
gates held at Dungannon, on Monday the 8th of Septem- 
tember, 1783, 

Colonel James SxEWAkt, of the Tyrone regiment in the 

chair, 

The following resolutions were unaftrtnously entered into : 

I. " Resohed unanimously. That freedom is (he indefeasible 
" birthright of Irishmen and Britons derived froth the author of 
" their being; and of which, no power on earth, much less a 
*' delegated power, hath a right to deprive them. 

II. " Resohed unanimously, That they only are free, who 
** are governed by no laws, but those to which they assent, eithe.r 
*' by themselves in person, or by their representatives freely 
** chosen, subject to the control, and frequently returning into 
** the common mass of constituents. 

III. " Resohed y^xi^mvuonsly^ That the majority of our House 
** of CoiAmons is not chosen by the people, but returned by the 
" mandate of peers or commoners; either for indigent boroughs, 
** where scarcely any inhabitants exist, or considerable cities 
" and towns, where the election franchise is vested in a few, 
" who are thus suffered to place the highest trusts of society 

VOL. III. E. 
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" against the'intereM and will of the many, in the hands of men, 
** who seldom act as if they considered themselves accounudile 
" for their conduct to the people. 

IV. "Reached unanimously, That hy the ancient constitu- 
*' tion of parliaments, elections of representativea were for cen- 
** turies annual, and in many instances more frequent ; and the 
'* exercise of suffrage among freemen universal. 

V. " Retohed unanimously. That every approach to those 
'* fundamental principles, tends to a renovation of, not an inno- 
" vation in the constitution. 

'VI. " i?woAieif unanimously. That the elective firanchise 
" ought, of right, to euend to all those, and those only, who are 
" likely to exercise it, for the public good. 

VII. '■'■ Resohed unanimously, That the present inadequate 
" representation, and the long duration of parliaments, destroy 
" that balance, which by our constitution should subsist between " 
*' the three estates of the legislature, render the Commons 
" House independent of the people, procure certain majorities 
" in favour of every administration, and threaten either an ah- 
** solute monarchy, or that slill more odious government, a ty- 
" rannical aristocracy. 

Vm. " Resolved therefore. That the present imperfect repre- 
*' senlation, and the long duration of parliaments, arc uncoosti- 
" tutional, and intolerable grievances. 

IX. " Resolved unanimously. That as the voice of the com- 
" mons of Ireland is no less necessary for every legislative pur- 
" pose, than that of either the king or lords, the people have a 
** just and inherent right to correct the abuses of representation, 
" whenever such abuses shall have so increased, as to rob them 
" of their constitutional share in their own government. 

X. " Re»ohed \inanimo)ia[y. That itris the interest of parlia- 
" ment itself to effect a substantial reform ; as the very existence 
" of that assembly must become precarious, when it shall lose 
" the confidence of the people, to whom originally it owed its 
*' creation, and from whom alone its powers were derived. 

XI. " Resolved unanimously. That we solemnly pledge our- 
" seh'cs to each other and to our countrj', to seek a speedy and 
" cffi.'Ctual redress of these our grievances, and to co-operate 
" with our fellow subjects, in every exertion necessary to obtain 
" it. We call for the aid of every upright senator, of every 
'*^ man, whether in Ireland or Great Britain, who bears or wishes 
" to acquire the title of a freeman. 

XII. " Resolved unanimouslv, That we lisve attended with 
" admiration to the noble, thuugh hitherto im-'fTectual efforts, 
" of those illuElrious characlcrs and virtuous citizens who, in 
" England and Scotland, Ktrenuoiisly labour to procure redress 
" of similar griivaaces. May the examples of the sister n a- 
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^ tions mutually animate the inhabitants of each to persevere 
^ with unremitting ardour, till the glorious labour be finally 
^ completed* 

XIII. ** Resolved unanimously, That a committee (of five 
*' persons from each county) be now chosen (by ballot) to re- 
^^ present this province in a grand national convention, to be 
^' held at noon in the Royal Exchange of Dublin, on the 10th 
** day of November next ; to which we trust each of the other 
^^ provinces will send delegates, to digest and publish a plan of 
*^ parliamentary reform, to pursue such measures as may appear 
^^ to them most likely to render it effectual, to adjourn from 
** time to time, and convene provincial meetings if found ne* 
** cessary. 

** The following gentlemen were accordingly chosen by ba^I- 
** lot, viz. 

DELEGATES. 



Antrim* 
Colonel O'Neill 
Lieutenant Colonel Sharman 
Colonel Rowley 
Captain W. Todd Jones 
Colonel T. M. Jones 

Armagh. 
Earl of Charlemont 
Lieutenant Colonel Brownlow 
Sir Capel Molyneux 
Lieutenant Colonel Sir Walter 

Synott 
Captain James Dawson 

Cavan. 
Lord Famham 
The Hon. J. J. Maxwell 
jCaptain Francis Saunderson 
Colonel George Montgomery 
Captain Henry Clements 

Donegal. 
Colonel Alex. Montgomery 
Colonel John Hamilton 
Lieutenant Col. A. Stewart 
Colonel Robert M'Clintock 
Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Nesbitt 

Down. 
Colonel Robert Stewart 
Captain Matt. Forde, jun. 



Major Crawford 
Colonel Pat. Savage 
Captain Gavin Hamilton 

Fermanagh. 
Colonel Irvine 
Colonel Sir Arthur Brooke 
Captain A. C. Hamilton 
Jason Hazard, Esq. 
Captain James Armstrong 

Londonderry. 
Lord Bishop of Deny 
Col. Right Hon. Thomas Co- 

nolly 
Colonel Right Hon. Edward 

Carey 
Captain Leckey 
Captain Ferguson 

Monaghan. 
Col. Charles Powell Leslie 
Colonel Francis 'Lucas 
Colonel John Montgomery 
Captain William Forster 
Colonel James Hamilton 

Tyrone. 
Colonel Stewart 
Lieut. Colonel Montgomery 
Colonel James Alexander 
Lieut. Colonel Charleton 
Captain Eccles. 
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XIV. ** Resohed unanimously, That it be an instruction to 
" said committee, that the delegates from each county do prc- 
" pare, and carry with them to the national convention, an ac- 
*^ count of all the cities, towns, and boroughs of this province, 
*^ the mode of election in such as at present return members to 
'^ parliament, as near as may be the proportionate number of 
^^ Protestant and Roman Catholic inhabitants in each, and a 
**' conjecture of their comparative properties* 

XV. " Resohed unanimously. That we are decided in opl- 
** nion that the representatives of the people ought not in future 
*' to consent to any bill of supply for a longer term than twelve 
^^ months, nor more than six months, until a complete redress 
*' of the aforesaid grievances be obtained." 

The following Address of the First Regiment of Irish Bri* 
gade, to the Chairman of this Association, on the 15th of Fe- 
bruary, 1782, being read : 

^^ To Colonel William Ikvine, Chairman of the Ulster Vo« 
^^ lunteer Dele^ates^ assembled at Dungannon, February 15, 

" SxR. 

" I AM directed by the First Regiment of Irish 
^^ Brigade, to acquaint you, that on the 22d day of last month, 
^' at a full meeting of that corps, they unanimously adopted the 
^^ resolutions of the Ulster delegates assembled at Dungannon, 
*' on Friday, the 15th day of February last. 

^^ To that assembly, unprecedented in the annals of mankind, 
*' which is the glory of the present times, and must be the won- 
*^ der of futurity, Ireland owes her emancipation. 

*' Tjoleration, the offspring of benevolence and wisdom, was 
'' no sooner adopted by that illustrious body, than received and 
^' cherished through the whole nation, and the inhabitants of Ire- 
^' land from a divided, became an united people. 

" You, Sir, and the highly respectable body, of which you 
*^ are chairman, will hear with pleasure of every accession of 
*' strength to the volunteer army : I am happy, therefore, to ac- 
" quaint you, that this regiment, though but four months embo- 
^^ died, is numerous and respectable, a circumstance sufficient 
" to convince the world, that the public virtue of this kingdom 
^' daily increases, and that (he glorious flame of libeity blazes 
*' through the nation. 

" At this great crisis, when the western world, while laying 
** the foundation of a rising empire, temptingly holds out a sys- 
" tem of equal liberty to mankind, and waits with open arms to 
" recfeive the emigrants from surrounding nations ; we think it 
" a duty we owe to our country, to promote, as far as our ex- 
" example can reach^ an affectionate coalition of the inhabitants 
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'* of Ireland. Animated by this sentiment, and convinced that 
*^ national unanimity is the basis of national strength, this regi- 
^' ment affords a striking instance bow far the divine spirit of 
** toleration can unite men of all religious descriptions in one 
^* great object, the support of a free constitution. 
** I have the honour to be. Sir, 
*' With the highest rpspect, 

*^ Your faithful and most obedient servant, 

" John Sutton, President. 

XVI- " Resolved unanimously. That this association enter- 
taui the most grateful sense of die approbation of such liberal 
and patriotic men as compose that respectable body ; that we 
Vtcejoice in the accession of their abilities to the common cause, 
" and that we will be happy to co-operate with them in effecting 
*^ the complete liberty and happiness of the good people of this 
" kingdom. 

XVII. " Resolved unanimously. That the following address 
*' to the volunteer armies of the provinces of Munster, Leinster, 
^^ and Connaught, be printed with these resolutions. 

** To the Volunteer Armies of the Provinces of Munster, 
** *' Leinster, and Connaught. 

"'Fellow Subjects, 

" THE transcendent events, which our united 
*^ efforts have produced, present an eminent instance of the pro- 
" tecting hand of heaven ; whilst the progressive virtue and ge- 
'* neral union of the people, naturally prompt them to revive the 
^^ spirit of an unrivalled constitution, and to vindicate the inhe- 
** rent rights of men. 

" The most important work yet remains, which neglected, our 
^^ past attainments are transitory, unsubstantial, insecure ! an 
*^ extension to thousands of our beloved fellow-citizens of a 
** franchise, comprehending the very essence of liberty ; and 
*^ drawing the line which precisely separates the freeman from 
** the slave. 

" Suffer us, therefore, to conjure you by every endearing tie, 
" that connects man with man, with unceasing zeal to pursue 
^^ one of the most glorious objects, that ever agitated the human 
*^ mind : a restoration of virtue to a senate long unaccustomed 
*'^ to speak the voice of the people ; a renovation of the ancient 
^^ balance of your government ; and a firm establishment of the 
" first gifts of nature, on the ruins of an avowed corruption^ at 

once the bane of morab and of liberty. 

" From a grand national convention, distinguished by inte^ 

grity, and inspired with the courageous spirit of the constitu- 
** tion, every blessing must results 
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*^ With one voice theti, the voice of united millions, let Ire- 
^ land assert her claim to freedom ! 

^ Through her four provincial assemblies, let her temperate 
^ declarations flow to one common centre : and there, ma- 
^' tured into an extensive plan of reform, be produced as the 
^^ solemn act of the volunteer army of Ireland : as a demand 
^^ of rights, robbed of which, the unanimated forms of a free 
^^ government would be a curse ; and exiistence itself cease to 
^^ be a blessing. 

" Friends and Countrymen, 

*' THE eyes of an enlightened world, are 
^^ this instant upon us ] Munster has, in part, already led the 
^ way : and millions of our fellow-subjects of Britain, in whom 
^^ the flame of liberty still bums with lustre, behold with delight 
^ our exertions in the common cause ; and in our success, see 
" the certain harbingers of their own. 

*' Let the reflection that Greece, tlie seat of liberty and of 
** science ; that Rome, the mistress of the world ; and that in- 
** numerable states, once flourishing and free, now lay prostrate 
** by the hand of tyranny :..«.Teach Ireland wisdom. To our 
*' deliberative assemblies they convey awful warning to be spi- 
*^ rited, unanimous, and firm ; lest the present wretched condi- 
** tion of other countries be soon the fate of our own ! 

** May the Supreme Ruler of the universe crown his other 
** blessings, by being present with us, by promoting union 
^^ and the love of our couuiry among all ranks of men : and 
" by finally directing our exertions to virtue, liberty and peace/' 

A specific plan of parliamentary reform being produced, and 
read by the committee of correspondence, 

XVIII. " Resolved unanimously, That said plan be referred 
^^ to the consideration of the national convention ; and that the 
^^ thanks of this meeting be presented to Lieutenant-Colonel 
*^ Sharman, and the gendemen of the t:ommittee of correspon- 
** dence, for their great trouble in collecting information on a 
^^ parliamentary reform, and for their abilities and zeal in di- 
** gesting matter for the meeting of this day. 

XIX. ^ ResohedxiTk2iViimo\iAy^ That the thanks of this meet- 
*' ing be presented to the Lord Bishop of Deny, for his at- 
^^ tendance and assistance in the business of this day ; for his 
^^ warm attachment to the volunteer cause ; and for proving 
*^ himself the steady friend to the liberties of Ireland upon aU^ 
^ occasions. 

XX. ^^ Resohed unanimously, That the sincere thanks of this 
^* meeting be presented to the inhabitants of Dungannon, for 
'^ their very polite conduct ; and to the Dungannon Battsdion, 
^ for their vigilant conduct, when on guard this day. . 
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XXI* ^^ Hesohed unanimously, That we lament that uiia- 
^^ voidable business of consequence prevented our late chair* 
*^ man, Colonel William Irvine, front attending this meeting ; 
^^ and that the thanks of this meeting be transmitted by our se* 
^cretary to Colonel William Irvine, for his polite letter of 
^ excuse, for his non-attendance this day. 

** James Stewart, Colonel of ") ^r« . 

'" the Tyrone Regiment, J "^wnnan. 
" James Dawson, Captain of 1 « 

" the Orier Grenadiers, J ^^^'^^V- 
Colonel James Stewart having left the chair, Colonel Robert 
Stewart, of the First Independent County of Down Regiment^ 
was unanimously called thereto, and having taken the chair ac« 
cordingly. 

XXII. " i?«o/i;^fl^ unanimously. That the particular thanks 
of this meeting be presented to Colonel James Stewart, for 
his very great propriety of conduct in the chair. 

Resolved unanimously. That the thanks of this meeting be 
presented to our secretary, Captain James Dawson, for his 
very particular attention and ability in the discharge of the 
duties of his laborious office of secretary to the volunteer 
'* association of this province. 

** RoBEKT Stewart, Colonel 1 
" First Independent, County > Chairmaar 
" of Down Regiment, J 

On the 14th of October, 1783, the new Irish parliament met, 
when Mr. (now Lord) Pelham, the secretary to Lord Northing- 
ton, proposed Mr. Perry, who was again elected speaker unani-' 
mously. The lord-lieutenant opened the session with the follow* 
ing speech ; 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

^^ IT is with more than ordinary satisfac- 
*^ tion, that, in obedience to his majesty's commands, I meet^ 
** you in the full possession and enjoyment of those constitu- 
^^ tional and commercial advantages, which have been so firmly 
*' established by your last parliament. The sacred regard, on the 
** part of Great Britain, to the adjustment made with Ireland at 
** that period, has been abundantly testified by the mo&t une- 
^' quivocal proofs of sincerity and good faith. 

** It will ever be my wish, as it is my duty, to promote the 
*^ mutual confidence of both kingdoms, and the uniting them in 
*^ sentiments as they are in interest, su^h an union must produce 
*^ the most solid advantages to both, and will add vigour and 
** strength to the empire. 

*^ I sincerely congratulate you on the happy completion of 
^ his majesty's anxious endeavours to restore the blessings of 

11 Com. Journ. p. 11. 
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^^ peace to his faithful people. The establishment of tlie public 
'^ tranquillity is peculiarly favourable at this period, and wiH 
*^ naturally give spirit, and effect to your commercial pursuits* 
*' Both kingdoms are now enabled to deliberate with undivided 
^^ attention on the surest means of increasing their prosperity, 
" and reaping the certain fruits of reciprocal affection* 

*^ I have the highest satisfaction in acquainting you of the 
*^ increase of his majesty's domestic happiness, by the birth of 
^' another princess. 

" Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

** I have ordered the proper officers 
^^ to lay the national accounts before you. From thence you 

will be enabled to judge of the circumstances of the kingdom; 

and I rely upon your wisdom and loyalty to make such provi- 
^ sion as shall be fitting for the honourable support of his ma- 
" jesty's government. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

*^ THE miseries of an approaching fa^ 
•* mine have been averted by the blessing of Divine Providence 
** upon the measures, which the privy council advised ; ' the 

good effects of which were soon visible. In the Immediate 

reduction of the price of grain, and the influx of a valuable 
*' and necessary supply to the market. Any temporary Infrlnge- 
^ ment of the laws to effect such salutary ends, will, I doubt not, 
** receive parliamentary sanction. 

*> Among the many important objects which demand your 
*' attention, I recommend to your consideration laws for regu- 
*^ lating the judicature of the court of admiralty, and for mak- 
*^ ing anew establishment of the post office. 

^^ The linen manufacture being the staple of your country, 
'^ it is needless for me to recommend perseverance in the Im- 
** provement of that most important article. 

*' The fishery on your coasts will claim your attention as a 
" promising source of wealth to this kingdom, and the encour- 
" agements granted' to it, will, no doubt, be regulated by you 
*^ In the manner most likely to produce the best effect, and least 
" subject to fraud and Imposition. 

" The Protestant charter schools, an Institution founded In 
^^ wisdom and humanity, are also most eminenily entitled to your 
" care. 

" I recommend likewise to your attention the proposals 
" adopted by government for providing an asylum for the dis- 
" tressed Genevans. It well becomes the generosity of the 
" people of Ireland, to extend their protection to ingenious and 
**" Industrious men, who may prove a valuable* acquisition to this 
*' country, which they have preferred to their own. But ia 
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^^ formiDg this establishment, you will doubtless consider it as 
^' a part of your duty to avoid unnecessary expence, and ulti- 
'^ mately to secure the utmost advantages to your country. 

^ I anticipate the greatest national benefits from the wisdom 
*' and temper of parliament, when I consider that the general 
*^ election has afforded you an opportunity of observing the 
*^ internal circumstances of the country, and of judging by what 
^^ regulations you may best increase its industry, encourage its 
**' manufactures, and extend its commerce. 

In the furtherance of objects so very desirable to your- 
selves, I assure you of every good disposition on my part; 
*^ sensible that in no manner I can better fulfil the wishes and 
*^ commands of our gracious sovereign, than by contributing to 
^^ the welfare and happiness of his loyal subjects. With an 
^^ honest ambition of meriting your good opinion, and with the 
^^ warmest hope of obtaining it, I have ventured upon my present 
^^ arduous situation ; and with sentiments pure and disinterested 
*^ towards you, I claim your advice, and firmly rely upon your 
*' support." 

Lord Sudley moved the address of thanks to the crown, and 
was seconded by Mr. Totnum Lioftus ; to which no opposition 
was given. His lordship moved also on the first day of tlie 
session, an address of thanks to the different corps of volunteers 
in Ireland for their effectual support to the civil magistrates 
in suppressing all tumults and riots, and preserving peace and 
good order diroughout the kii^gdom. And it was resolved 
nem, con. that the thanks of that house should be given to the 
volunteers, for the spirited endeavours to provide for the pn> 
taction of their coimtr)', and for their ready and frequent assis- 
tance of the civil magistrate in enforcing the due execution of 
the laws. And the sheriffs of the different counties were order* 
ed to communicate this resolution to the different corps within 
their respective shrievalties. 

' This appears to have been a guarded motion on the ' p|irt 
of government, calculated to prevent any other motion, likely 
to have been dictated by the intemperance of some volunteer 
member, that might have attributed very different effects to 
the armed associations, as very different effects were unques- 
tionably produced by them, than the mere suppression of riots : 
for we read of few that existed from their arming up to that 
period (except in the south, where they were suppressed by the 
army.) 

On the second day of the session, Mr. Gardiner moved a 
vote of thanks to the late governor Lord Temple. He said^ 
that this nobleman had received addresses of thanks from every 
county in that kingdom, for his conduct as chief governor, as 
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each of his public measures carried with it so much wiadotti 
and integrity; and in his private character he had concurred in 
every thing tending to the interest of Ireland ; and had laid down, 
such plans, as would have been a national benefit, had he con-' 
tinued in the government of that nation: that he had been ad- 
dressed from persons of all ranks whatever ; and that nothing 
but the sanction of this hcmse was necessary to render the thanks 
of the people of that country universal, 

Mr. CuiFe seconded the motion, having been witness to the 
many anxious days and nights he had spent in preparing plans 
to promote the welfare of ^at country, wbich^ had he staid long 
enough in Ireland to have put in execiition, would have been 
highly approved of. 

^Mr. Adderly opposed the motion, and assigned his reasons 
for dissenting from the vote of thanks. He would be glad to know 
what good he had done for Ireland: he insisted he had done 
nothing meritorious. The addresses presented to him were 
procured by himself. 

Sir Henry Cavendish said, he could very well suppose that 
some gentlemen had opportunities of knowing the integrity and 
wisdom of Earl Temple; but in his opinion, it was fit the house 
should have authentic evidence of it before they passed a vote 
of thanks to Lord Temple, who never met parliament. In his 
opinion, this question should be postponed for a few days ; they 
would then see whether he had the economical hand, which had 
been mentioned. Public fame had not spoken of Lord Temple, 
as he has been spoken of in that house ;. public fame represented 
him as a jobber* 

Mr. St. George also opposed the resolution proposed observ- 
ing, that there were some characters of such a nature^ that the 
less he said about them the better ; and he looked upon Lord 
Temple, as a chief governor, in that light: that with respect to 
the department, to which he belonged, his lordship left the 

• Three gentlemen only out of the wliolc House of Commons, stood forth, 
in the invidions light of opposing this vote of thanks. Mr. Adderly assigned as 
his reason for it, the lord-lieutenant's cruelty in prosecuting him -^s a de- 
faulter to government, notwithstanding his clerk at the barrack boal'd had 
owned the embezzlement, and he had pi*omlsed to make good the deficiencr 
in some few months. The attorney-general, and some otters, treated both 
Mr. Adderly and Sir Henry Cavendish, as debtors to the king. The latter 
denied it : and Mr. St. George boasted that Sir Henry Harstonge for Cork» 
Mr. John Beresford for Waierford, Sir Samuel Bradstreet f r the City of 
Dublin, answered for tfte addresses to Lord Temple beinj;; spontaneous and 
unsolicited. Mr. Adderly, in explanation, confined himself to the addresser 
of the Roman Catholics: and he said in debate, that he verily believed he 
was no Protestant, because hi» carriage had been seen near the door of a 
Catholic chapel. (2 Pari. Debates, p. 12.) The honourable member waa 
probably move sore at the lieutenant's communications with the crown solid- 
t«r, than witli a pcioptin the confessional. 
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estabfishihent of the barracks greater than he found it, and un- 
der his own new ideas of reform had laid the foundation of a 
considerable increase of expence to the kingdom under that 
head: that he admitted his lordship deserved praise for his 
great assiduity in business-; and he believed he could not be 
charged with want of integrity to the public ; but that he doubt- 
ed his wisdom, for he certainly wanted judgment ; that in his 
opinion, there had not been any lord lieutenant there during the 
present century, more un^t to govern that kingdom as a repre- 
sentative of majesty, than Lord Temple ; for he was of an ar- 
bitrary disposition ; and if he had remained there long enough 
to hold a session of parliament, be was confident it would neither 
have contributed to his honour, or to the prosperity or quiet of 
the people. 

•* On the 28th of October, Sir Henry Cavendish moved, that 
the <:ondition of that country demanded, that every practical re- 
trenchment consistent with the safety thereof, and with the ho- 
XM}urable support of his majesty's government, should be made 
in its expences. This motion brought on a division, which as- 
certained the force of the opposition, which had been raised 
against the administration of Lord Northington. The truth of 
the proposition was admitted on all sides of the house : the re- 
gularity of bnnging it forward before the national accounts had 
been examined, was denied by Mr* Mason, and all on the trea- 
sury bench, who had been at all conversant with the practices of 
that house and the public offices : the expediency of it was vio- 
lently opposed by Mr. Grattan, and such of the patriotic whigs 
as sided with the present administration. Mr. Flood, on the 
other side, warmly suppoTted*hi3 friend's motion ; though he 
recommended an amendment in it, -by introducing th^ words, 
and that the military establishment in its present state affords 
room for effectual retrenchment* If ministers meant ceconomy, 
they w^ould agree with that amendment ; if not, (alluding to the 
lord-lieutenant's speech) they meant to amuse them only with 
idle words. 

Sir Edward Newnham was remarkably violent in the debate ; 
asserting, that the British ministry had taken the royal closet by 
assault, under the pretence of (economy, and lessening the undue 
influence of the crown ; they had deceived the people : for in 
Ireland, their substitutes proved the friends of prodigality, and 
enemies to (economy : in power, their sentiments and actions 
w«re the very reverse of what they were when out of power. 
The hypocrisy was too daring. This debate became so per- 
sonal amd over heated between the two rival patriots, Messrs* 
Flood and Grattan, that they were both ordered into custody, 

* 11 Journ. CommoRBy p. 3i>. 
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in order to prevent any mischievous consequences of their un- 
happy difierence. Their personal invectives were illustrative 
of many truta of the Irish government.* The division was, . 
for the motion 27, against it 84: a majority of 57 in favour of 
government. 

On the 3d of November, ir83, Mr. Flood returned again to 
the necessity of retrenchment in the military estHblishment, as 
the only sohd ground of ccconomy. To reduce the civil list, he 
contended, would be frivolous, pitiful, and undeserving the 
name of aconomy, and therefore ought to bring contempt on 
such, as would venture to rest solely there. Not that he thought 
the civil list ought to escape the pruning hand of that house, for 
every little would help : but so materially did their then ex- 
penditures exceed their income, iliat the whole civil list being 
struck oiF, would by no means equal them ; to begin with that 
therefore was ridiculous ; that that was the proper time for en- 
tering on the discussion, no man couid deny : if they waited till 
the committee of the supply sat, they would be told, it was too 
late. So rapid and constant too had their extravagance been, 
thatno time should be lost in interposing on behalf of their dis- 
tressed country. In the year 1755 they were not in debt : in 
the beginning of the late war, they were not in debt. At the 
conclusion of the war, they owed but 500,000/. yet in the time 
of peace, they quadrupled that debt, notwithstanding the people 
and manufacture's were burlhened with new and excessive tax- 
ation. Their revenue had increased, and their debts had kept 
pace with it : since the augmentation was voted, such had been 
regularly the course of things. Let the virtLie then of 1783, 
correct the abuses of 1782. The causes had originated in the 
breach of faith of the minister of that day : a man as able as he 
was crafty; a man who wanting natural, had substituted pecu- 
niary infiuence; who unconnected with Ireland, had great na- 
tive connections to oppose : thus situated, he at first carried his 
ideas so far, that he applied for an augmentation of 20,000 men : 
but that was so truly laughable, that it was scouted. This un- 
reasonable plan was reduced to 15,000 men; but foreseeing, 
that it would not be easy to carry even that point at one stroke, 
he artfully introduced a resolution, that 12,O00 men were ne- 
cessary for the defence of the countr\", knowing that we dared 
not meddle with the 3500, which we had always paid for Eng- 
land. Thus did they become dupes to his ambition, and were 
saddled with an army of officers, not privates ; an army of ex- 
pence, not of liSe ; an army of the minister, not of the people. 

" They ue given a» reported in the second volvimc of the Parliamentary 

(IrishJ Debates, Append. No. LXX. They exhibit a curious fipectacle of 

J such great orators dtsccnding into l!ie mast pitiatile acd invidious per- 
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Then the report of the committee in 1768, stating the burthefi- 
some military establishment as the cause of the great natiomd 
inability and distress, having been read by the clerk, Mr. Flood 
moved, ^^ That an humble address should be presented to his 

majesty, stating the same, and that since an augmentation bad 

taken place, additional burdens had been laid on, by which 
** they had been prevented from making any effectual retrench- 
^^ ment, but had much increased the expence of the nation." 

Mr. Denis Browne entirely coincided in the motion of the 
Right Honourable gentleman, and if ministers should oppose 
that great oeconomical measure, it must appear to that house, 
that their intentions and declarations were widely different : 
and he had ho doubt but many respectable gendemen, whom 
he saw disposed to concur with the administration, would aban- 
don it. 

The attorney general spoke strongly against the motion, as 
did also Sir John (now Lord) Blaquiere, Mr. Ogle, Sir Her- 
cules Langrishe, Mr. Conolly, the provost, and several others : 
amongst whom in particular the recorder referred to the volun* 
teers, whom he now strongly recommended to return to their 
occupations. Was garrison duty and other military service to 
be for ever thrown upon the volunteers ? Were agriculture, the 
shutde, and the loom, for 'ever to remain neglected i No : let 
the volunteers have rest, and return to their occupations. They 
had used their arms in their country's service, and, he had no 
doubt, would keep them bright and ready to support the law and 
constitution of their country when attacked.^ On the other 
hand, Mr. Cony, Mr. Browne of Trinity College, Mr. Par- 
sons, Mr. Gardiner, and others spoke strongly for the motion: 
they called upon ministers to act up to their boasted professions 
of economy : that peace was the only moment^ when they could 
with propriety reduce the military establishment, and then they 
ought to do it, unless they intended that kingdom merely as a 

* The Duke of Portland was by many accused of not wishing well to Ire^ 
land, and not acting fairly by her or Great Britain with reference to tha 
100,000/. panted for raising the 20,000 seamen for the Britii^ navy : he was 
charged with employing a great part of that money in raising fencible t«n« 
ments, to bring into disrepute the yolunteers ; and on that recount Mr. D. 
Browne moved the House of Commons on the Ist of November, that the pro- 
per officers should be ordered to lay before the house an account of the ex- 
penditure of that sum of money, with the agents receipts for the same. This 
was aflerwards denied by Mr. Yelverton, attorney general, on the 39th of No- 
vember, wJ)0 said, that from the investigation of the accounts of tho expendi- 
ture of tlie 100,000/. it turned out, that the insinuation of part of it being ap- 
. plied to raise fencible regiments was false. To whidi Mr. Flood repUed, that 
he liad good reason to believe, that men were enlisted for the navy, and were 
afterwards turned over to fencible regiments, and that (hey were suffered to 
retain their bounty money, which was the same thing ag if tho znoney hsdrbsea 
giyen to them in the first instance. 2 Pari. Deb. p. 224. 
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barrack to Great Britain. Mr. Flood spoke a second time in 

the debate, which ended with Mr. Graitan's reply, who rose to 
speak once more on this aubjett, which had liecn so frequently 
before the house. The question is, said he, will you w itbdraw 
from the common cause, that quota of troops, wliieh hitherto 
you have maintained ? Are the circumstances of the country 
such as you think demand it, and if you are crazy enough to 
think so, will his majesty assent to tliat opinion ? I'here never 
was a time, when he could make reduction with a worse grace, 
because this country is now as eminently happy in trade, as Bri- 
tain is the reverse. 

In 17C9 England possessed, almost unrivalled, the trade of 
all the world. She possessed America, and owed one hundred 
and fifty millions less than she owes at present. Ireland had no 
trade at all, and her constitution was denied ; yet at that day it 
was thought wise to augment the army ; and shall we reduce it 
now, when we have obtained a free constitution, a free trade ? 
When we have obtained a judge's bill, a limited mutiny bill, an 
Habeas Corpus bill ? When every thing that we have demanded, 
has been conceded ? Shall we in that moment withdraw our 
quota of troops i Before she obtained these advantages we said 
to Britain, that provided she would acknowledge our constitu- 
tional and commercial rights, we would stand or fall with her. 
And when they have been acknowledged to the full satisfaction 
of every man, it is proposed to withdraw the support of our 
army. Suppose, instead of saying we will stand or fall with , 
Great Britain, we had said, " and whtn those things shall be 
" done (when our rights shall be acknowledged and established}, 
*' »c will then in return, withdraw from you the support of our 
" army j" and yet in effect, this is die proposal at present made. 
I da not entirely agree in all that hns been said of gratitude ; we 
owe no gratitude but for the plantation trade ; but this we owe 
to England, and to our own honour, that we should not depart 
from an old covenant. The navy of England protects our trade, 
and we, as an equivalent, pay 70,000/. a year to maintain the 
troops destined to serve in the plantations. This is not a dear 
purchase for partaking that, which has cost England so many 
millions. Has success made us niggardly, and shall we become 
imkind to England, just at the moment she has shewn kindness 
to us? We have indeed held out the language of magnanimity 
to England, and shall we fail in the performance ? No ; there 
are many other places to make retrenchment, we grant a pension 
list of 80,OOOA a year, yet complain of r0,0OO/. paid to an army ; 
paid for the protection of the British navy. We may indted 
make ver^- great reductions in the army extraordinariea. We 
may make great reductions in the revenue department, and in 
others. Those reductions will, I trust, far exceed the pay of 
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our augtnentation. These are retrenchments that 'ought to be 
made ; but the number of our forces ought not to be dimi- 
nished* 

On the question being put, there appeared a majority of 74 
against the question; ayes 58, noes 132* 

On the 10th of November Sir Henry Cavendish again brought 
forward his motion, that the condition of that kingdom required 
every practicable retrenchment consistent with the interest and 
safety thereof, and with the honour and dignity of his msyesty's 
government. Mr. JVfason seconded the motion, and Mr. 
Attorney General gave it his hearty concurrence, now that tho 
national accounts had been examined. And as the speaker was 
about to put the question, Mr. Flood said, he had an amend- 
ment to propose ; the motion as it stood at present, was giving 
too g^eat a latitude to administration; it was leaving them to 
pursue any measure they thought proper, they had only to say, 
that it was for the interest of the nation, or for the dignity of his 
majesty's government. He therefore moved for the following 
amendment, ^^ and that the military establishment in particular 
*^ will admit of a considerable retrenchment, inasmuch as 12,000 
/^ men are at present sufficient, not only to maintain the defence 
/' of this kingdom, but also to afford Great Britain, for her ser- 
^^ vice abroad, as many men as we granted to her by the aag« 
/' mentation ; and inasmuch as many important savings may be 
*^ made intheexpenceof maintaining that number of 12,000men;'^ 
he observed, that certainly ingratitude could not be objected 
to the motion, since they were hot about to withdraw their aid 
from Great Britain, but to allow her as many men out of 12,000 
men as they formerly did out of 15,000 men ; and surely there 
was more generosity in giving three out of twelve^ than three 
out of fifteen. 

This amendment brought on a very long and warm debate, 
in which General Luttrell and Major Doyle and some other 
military gentlemen spoke strenuously in support of the army, 
which had been mentioned in a very invidious manner, and 
placed in an ungracious comparison with the volunteers. ^On 
the division, 65 were for the amendment, and 143 against it^ 
Then the original inotion of Sir Henry Cavendish was put and 
unanimously carried. On the same day^ when the attorney 
general put one of his official motions, namely, ^^ that the supply 
** to be granted to his majesty to commence the 25th of De« 
'^ cember, 1783, continue ior 15 months, that is, until the 25th 
** of March, 1785,^* Sir Edward Newnham said, it was the 
general sense of the nation, that the money bills should not 
exceed the term of six months, and he accordingly moved, that 
the word six should be substituted for fifteen. Mr. Hartley 

• 11 Com. Joum. p. 94. 
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sdconded the.motioD, as he had been instructed by hia constN 
iuents to vote for no bill of supply for a longer term than six 
months, until the great national measures then pending were 
decided : on diis division 32 were for and 92 against the amend* 
ment. 

Mn Grattan having opposed the retrenchment in the military 
cstidiUshment} and having uniformly avowed his principles of 
aconottv, on the next day moved for a committee to enquire 
into the expence of collecting the revenue ; and said he was 
convinced it was an object of retrenchment, as though there 
vere an increase in the revenue last year of 150,000/. it would 
hxve been much more, if the collection had not amounted to 
16^ per cent, and he was certain, diat it could be collected at an 
expence of ten per cenu 

Mr. BeresCord assured the house, that the more minutely the 
^counts of the revenue department were inspected, the greater 
would be his satisfaction, and that of the gentlemen, with whom 
he had the honour to sit at the revenue board ; however, the 
amount of the collection, though much greater than he wished, 
waa not so great as the Right Hon. gendeman had stated, for 
in it he had included the incidental expences of the custom- 
house, and great works then carrying on ; were these deducted, 
ihe expence of collection would not amount to 14 per cent. 
though formerly it had been 18: besides, in comparing that 
t^oiiDtry with England, gendemen had fallen into a mistake. A 
ftingle great distiller in England, paid more duty than a whole 
county there, though he required but one officer to watch him, 
nod the country perhaps forty. He said, there were twenty- 
•is ports in Irdiand, of which nineteen did not produce a reve- 
nue equal to the expence of guarding them ; and the whole 
balance in the public favour, arose from seven ports, Dublin, 
Cork, Waterford, Belfast, Limerick, Deny, and Newry, though 
the necessity of watching the inferior ports must be obvious to 
every man* It was said, that in England the revenue was 
collected at seven per cent, but of those seven ports, that had 
Hieen mentioned, the revenue was collected at five and nine«- 
tenths per cent. The manner of estimating the expence pf 
collecting in England, and comparing with Iceland, was unfair; 
England was a market for the whole world, goods imported 
there paid heavy duties, for the purpose of re-exportation : when 
those duties were drawn back, that increased her fictitioti^ 
revenue, though it did not add one farthing to the real one ;^ 
and that reduces the relative proportion of expence in the col- 
lecting. 

The revenue board of Ireland, which was originally consti- 
tuted for revenue business only, had the business and expences 
of the whole state heaped upon it. The expence of passing 
bills, and sundry circumstances of the law business, had raised 
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that particular charge from 1800/. per annum to 4800/. The 
revenue cruizers, which government employed for convoying 
troopd, had in the last year stood in 32,000/. which was charged 
as a revenue expence. Nay, the very expresses, which govern* 
ment sent to different places on government affairs, were paid 
by the revenue board. Those things together made a prodi* 
gious sum, and it was all charged to the prodigality of the 
commissioners of revenue, who were blamed for expences, in 
which they had no manner of concern. The revenue incidents 
had many improper charges upon them ; and salaries, which if 
they ought to appear any where, ought to appear upon the es« 
toblishment. 

Mr. Grattan said, he thought the Right Hon. gentleman had 
very candidly explained to the house the condition of that de- 
partment. As to the incidents, which increased the expence of 
collecting, not by industry but by idleness, they should be cur- 
tailed at present, and guarded from abuse in future, for if 
people who had salaries on that list, were placed on the pension 
list, parliament would see them, and strike them off. But as 
at present circumstanced, the revenue incidents might be called 
a concealed pension list. 

Sir John Parnel admitted there were many abuses in the 
revenue department; that department was under a particular 
control, but he rejoiced that that control was under the control 
of parliament. He recommended to the country gendemen 
to teach their tenants obedience to the revenue laws, as there 
was amongst all ranks of people a disposition to oppose them. 

So unwearied was the present opposition in pressing military 
retrenchments upon the house, that they omitted no opportunity 
during the session of bringing it forward, but always with the 
like failure of success. Their party consisted of about'one sixth 
of the house, and as usual, few or none were moved from their 
ranks by eloquence, argument or reason. When on the 13th of 
November Mr. Foster had reported the different resolutions 
from the committee of supply, which the house unanimously 
agreed to. Sir Edward Newnham again attempted to urge the 
granting of the supplies for six months, when Mr. Grattan 
observed, that the question had been already debated and de- 
cided, and nothing new was then offered ; on which Sir Edward 
Newnham remarked, that there was a time, when the Right 
Hon. gentleman and he coincided in opinion, and he was 
soMy to find, that they then differed so widely. Mr. Grattan 
replied, that their differences were less, than apprehended: let 
but parliamentary reform be tacked to the money bill, and he 
would agree to it. 

When the protecting duties were brought before the house, 
they were not supported by government in the way, which the 
Vol. iiu a 
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half-Starved unemployed maBufacturers expected : they had 
been taught to consider them essentially necessary for the sup- 
port of trade: they flocked round th6 parliament house in anxi- 
-ous expectation of the protecting duties being established in 
their favour. Government took great offence at the concourse 
of people crowding the avenues to the house, and considered 
that assemblage bro?ught thither by opposition/to intimidate. It 
'virasT^owever observed froth the opposition bench, that the peo- 
*ple came thithet ai'stipplicants, not as rioters, and they ought to 
meet the* protection of every man in that house : but apprehen- 
sions were conceived, that the disposition to postpone the busi- 
ness foreboded no good : if it went over the recess, it would be 
•heard of no thore. When Mr, Gardiner, on account of whose 
lUnessrthe cbmmitt^ of ways arid means had been kept open 
f6r the purposte tSf receiving his proposition foi* the protecting 
duties, gppcand in the house on the 20th of November, he ob- 
tsefved, that h6 was convinced, that the business roust gain 
•ground by* dela}'; for ever}^ enquiry Would add strength to the 
'reasons for 'itji expediency. He thertefbre requested his. Right 
''lion, friend (Mr. Poster) would acljoum the committee until 
Monday. In what he proposed he was far from having any 
Idea of prohibitory' diftie's, he only wanted restrictive duties, 
and those Only oti siich articles as could be manufactured in Irtf- 
land. . ' » - 

' ' He took that occasion to advert to the conduct of people out 
ofdobrs, who had fillt'd the avenues of the house, as if to intl- 
•midate its members : he hud sent to them, and declared what 
he then did, th^t if such improper conduct were persisted in, he 
had done with the business ; and he had tlie pleasure to find, ihjit 
Hhe ma^tpr 'manufacturers' had entered into very strong resolu- 
•tions for preventing a repetition of such unwarrantable beha^ 
Viour. 

• Mr. Hartley* informed the house, that a grcnt number of 
wehvers had waited on him, and assured him the violence com- 

♦ The popular spirit and wJsliea appear at this time to have been strongly 
with, the oppoaitiofviaa appeare frono the f Ate of a petition from the chambor 
ttf commerce respecting* the importation of tobacco^ p^-esentedby Mr. Hartley 
to the House of Commons oh the 24tl\ of Novembei*^,' 1783, when the govern- 
ment side of tlie hoHse,andparticiilariy Mr. Fitz)?ibbon, urged that tlie hoii^ 
could take no* cognizance of Dhepotithon ofa body of men, styling themselves^ 
A Countilnf a chamber. of Commerce, a title utterly unknown to the bouse, 
eiOicr as a clvartered or a corporAtc body. Most of tlie leaders of the opposi- 
tion wei:e for receiving the petition (2 P. D. p.' 207, and 1 i Com. Journ. p. 156.) 
At length 'Prime Serjean<^ Kettyros* atid said, *' I feel myself eKtremeiy hurt 
.>/^by,4oine geiuleiDen.' muiangiany-iUstinotioa between one side of the hoit^e 
•**and the qther ; I ^ay place oii^it to make no difference, and I trust theffe 
<• arc honourable men on both sides. I am also hurt at hearing a'minister'a 
** majority mentioned^ no man who has notthe- ments of the' ^u^stion with 
^MinPA9 h^v^^fnajonty rliiopr it will neter bepretumed^ thsit a-rnvjorily 
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plaiii^d of did not proceed from them, but gave him to under^ 
stand, that they were set on by persons enemies to the measure 
in cjjuestion* 

The great outcry of the opposition against Lord Northing* 
ton^s administration was, for acts instead of professions of cKco** 
nomy, Mr. Flood was their leader, and they were joined by 
many persons of great personal talent, influence, and property* 
They differed also from the generality of the ministerialists 
upon the subject of the volunteers : government considered the 
armed associations of the volunteers to have performed their 
mission, and that they then ought to disarm and disband. Op^ 
position looked to the attainment of further rights or liberties, 
and considered the influence of the volunteers as necessary to 
procure the future, as they had been instrumental in acquiring 
the former.* The next popular question, which they urged 






«< 



can 1)e obtained in any otKer way. . For my part, though- 1- bold an office 
under g^vemnient» I never w]U obiept to this petition fo|r the style; thcro 
•* is no fault in the style ; here is a select body of men, called the chamber of 
" commerce t the use of names is to Icnow, who tb^ persons petitioning are* 
'* in case of any impropriety we may call them before us. To this petition we 
*' have the name of ^n honourable member of this bousei he. is answerable for 
•* it ; it 18 acknowled-nred to be a matter of importance, and shall we for mera 
matter pf form reject an imfwrtant petition so well authenticated ? No, 
though I am on this side of the house, and-wiil support government in every 
honourable measure, an^ in none but honourable nteasure^, I will receive 
•* this petition; no power ort earth shall prevent me.'* (Here a loud clapping 
of hands taking place, the gallery was ordered to be cleared. As soon as that 
order was complied with, and the house was cleared,) • •- * 

Mr. Fitzgibbon warmly censured t!:e Indecent conduct of the gallery,^ and 
moved, that the house should enter into a resolutiun, " That a ^ross and indo* 
•• cent outrage, by clapping of hands, having been committed this night by tho 
« strangers admitted to the gallery, resolved that the sexjeant at arms do 
*' from time to time take intojiia custody any stranra or fttnmgen^ that he 
** shall see or be Informed of to be in the house, while any committee «f thft 
** whole house, or the committee of privileges is sitting, and that this order 
" should be strictly enforced." The motion was supported by a great nitm« 
ber of the treasury side, and opposed by the other part of the house as stre<* 

nuonsly. ^ i ' ' . V ' 

I^r. Flood, who camtf in late, was an able advocate for tne ad^nission of con* 
stitucnts to hear their debates,^ and declared, that if j;entlemen were not 
ashamed of their conduct, they had nothing to fear from itabekiff known/ and 
that it was unreasonable and unjust to preclude all from the i^aUeries lor th« 
intemperate conduct cf a few. 
The motion was then carried. 

Ayes -^ 157 ' 

Noes —73 
* Tlic opposition stuck fast to tho rctrenclunent of tiie inilitary, disdaining 
the petty savings that were to be made in the civil establishment.^ Mr. Mo^ 
IvneUx had titdced on the 22il of November (as he said himself upon his own 
free motion) moved for and carried a. vote of the House of Commons for an 
additional salary of 4000^ per ami. to the loixl lieKtenant : there were 77 for 
and Si against it Mr. Grattan foiiml himself called upon by the principles oC 
^onomy, which he had ever maintained, to take some active step towards for- 
warding tliiit necessHry system, especially after he had opposed Mr. Flood and* 
his friends frequent motions for i^ilitary retrenchment. OntlTe 26th o/tne 
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was a reform in the representation of the people. In conse* 
quence of the resolutions of the Dungannon meeting, on the 8th 
of September, 1/83, delegates were appointed to form a grand 
national convention, ^^hich assembled at Dublin on the 10th of 
November, when the Earl of Charlemont was nominated their 
chairman. They proceeded to enquire into the most eligible 
system of parliamentary reform, and having entered into a va- 
riety of resolutions expressive of their sentiments on that sub- 
ject, they requested, that Mr. Flood would introduce a bill (ot 
that purpose into the House of Commons. It has been .said| 
that thp government was at first seriously alarmed at this meet- 
ing of the national convention, and that a privy council was 
summoned to determine on the propriety of arresting both the 
chairman and secretary of the meeting; but the measure having 
been considered as hazardous, another expedient was adopted ; 
It was artfully contrived to divide the opinion of the assembly 
respecting the extension of certain privileges to Roman Catho- 
lics ; and the common interest and sentiment of the people io 
general being thus disunited, the efforts of the. convention be- 
came less- formidable, and all means wene devised to oppose and 
decry them in parliament. 

* On the 29th of November, 1783, Mr. Flood moved for leave 
to bring in a bill for the more equal representation of the people 
in parliament. This was immediately opposed by the attorney 
general. ^^ I do not mean (said he) to go into the discussion 
** of the bill, but I would wish the honourable member would 
*^ now state the necessity there is for bringing it in at all^ and 
" also, whb those persons are, who are discontented with the 
^^ present constitution, and with whom it originates : for I will 
" say, if it originate with an armed body, it is inconsistent with 
** the freedom of debate for this house to receive it. We sit 

not here to register the edicts of another assembly, or to re- 
ceive propositions at the point of the bayonet ; I admire the 
" volunteers, so long as they confine themselves to their first 
" line of conduct ; it was their glory to preserve the domestic 
*' peace of their country, and to render it formidable to foreign 
*^ enemies: it was their glorj' to aid the civil magistrate, and 
*' to support their parliament ; but when they turn aside from 
" this honourable conduct ; when they form Ihemselves into a 
" debating society, and with that rude instrument the bayonet, 
" probe and explore a constitution, which requires the nicest 
** hand to touch, I own my respect and veneration for them is 

month, when Mr. Grattan moved lo take into consideration all practical rc- 
trenchiT.entfl in the collectinp of tlie revenue, he said he should strenuously 
hare opposed Mr. Molyneux's motion had he been in the house. It is to be 
observed, that Loixl Nortliing^lcn dcclJiicd accepting of ihe addition. 

• 2 Pari. Deb. p. 225. 
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dnitroyed. If it shall be avowed, that this bill originated with 
them, I will reject it at once, because I consider that it decides 
the question, whether this house, or the convention, are the 
representatives of the people, and whether parliament, or the 
^^ volunteers, be to be obeyed. I consider it as a question in- 
*^ volving the existence of the constitution ; and it is in vain, 
*^ whatever may be avowed or pretended, to shut our ears and 
^^ eyes, to what every one has seen and heard, armed men walk* 
^^ ing bareheaded through the streets under a military escort, 
^^ courting the smiles and applauses of the multitude, and meet- 
^^ ing in die pantheon of divinities, the rotunda, for we are told 
*^ it is blasphemy to utter a word against them ; forming com* 
^* mittees and sub-committees ; receiving reports and petitions^ 
^^ and going through all the mockery of parliament. It is in 
^^ vain then to pretend, that this bill is not their mandate ; and 
*^ can any man, who has the least regard for that constitution, 
^^ which our ancestors putx:hased with their blood, bear to see 
" government forced from its centre by these reformers? I 
*^ think the time is now atrived, things are come to such a crisis, 
^* that even our self-preservation, as a parliament, depends on 
^^ the vote we shall now give. This is the spot to make our 
** stand, here we must draw our line ; for we have retired step 
^^ by step, as they have advanced : we are now on a precipice ; 
^^ and to recede one step more, plunges us into inevitable juin. 

^^ Sir, I lament, for the honour of my countrymen, that they 
^^ should have chosen this period for introducing innovation, or 
*^ exciting discontent. What is the occasion, that calls forth 
^^ their displeasure against the constitution, and what is our pre« 
^ sent situation ? Blessed with a free trade and a free constitu- 
^ tion, our peers restored to their rights and to their lawful au* 
^^ thority, our judges rendered independent, the manacles fallea 
^^ froni our commons, all foreign control abolished, we take our 
^* rank among nations, as a free state ; and is this a time to alter 
'^ that constitution, which has endured so many storms, and 
*^ risen superior to all oppressions? Will the armed associations, 
^' wise as they may be, be able to form a better, though they re« 
^^ ject this i Before they have for a single session entered into 
^^ the enjoyment of it, like children, they throw away the bauble, 
*^ for which with all the eagerness of an infantine caprice, they 
^^ have struggled ; or like spendthrifts, they would make away 
^' with their inheritance, before they enter into possession of it. 
^^ But I will say to the volunteers, you shall not throw from you 
^^ the blessings you may possess under your happy constitution, 
" cultivate your own prosperity, and enjoy the fruits of your 
" virtue, beat your swords into ploughshares, return to your 
^' different occupations, leave the business of legislation in those 
^^ hands, where the laws have placed it, and where you have 
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** hsfd. timple pi*ooDit'Wifl' be us^d for the advantage of th^ 
" countsy. Bttt^Sif, it is in vain on the part of the convention^ 
** to disckimJ their intci>t of overawing (he- parfiament ; nay^ 
*' I am' told their session is tiot yet prorogiwrd, 'and perhaps 
*^they' may mett on iVIOfldaj^ to feX^irs^ the opinion, which 
*' this house 4na^-give this night. ' Sir^' I call upon the hoiise 
** to e»ert riieirlpirit, an<l' vindicate their rights ;^ I shaU dalt 
*' upon dietn in the "words of a grieat man.*./ E»frergie(iintim 
* olifuandQ et xaptssite rem^ 

" I appeal to the candour of gentlemen: are they sure they 
•* come into -parliament to deftA'ef fhiir sentiments as freely as 
" tliey would <lo, if they were not? members of the cohVention ? 
** or will gentlemen who' are ^ not, vote as free? Is it decent, 
" while the convemion ar6r watching to control our actions, td 
** enter into^my subject that they <)an propose? I have the high- 
" est respect for the volunteers as men, and for their former' 
•* actions; but if the question appear to the house, as it does 
*' to mevthe-vesvilt of any resoUirion formed at that meeting, it 
*' is our duty to reject it with indignation." 

Mni Flood said, he bad not- liientioned the bill as being thrf 
biliof any bcC^ tjf men, or any lx)dy of men whatsoever; He 
wasff as free to enteral nto thediscussiori of that bill as an)' gen- 
tleman in the'hoiise^ and with as little prepossession in favour of 
wliat he : should propose; • He preferred it to the house, as 
thdbill of his rigiit honourable fri^hd who seconded him. Would 
theihotise^reoeivo it from them Mn the last partislment it was 
ord^red^ thj<tl»lxiavs*bc giv*cn lo bring in a bill for the nfsore eqiial 
repres/^nlatlotiof tharpisople ki parliament. This was in the 
Dufee of Portland's adminhfrfttfon J an administration whibh 
the right honourable genilematipi«ofessed to admire, and \*rh}ch 
he would n^t suspect of overturning the constitution. Armfed 
with the authority of that preccdcMit, belittle thought any ohe 
would be 80 de.^pcitatsi a« to give^^ich a violent opposition to 
the simpte 'iiurodiictioA of a^ bill.. He then rose for the first' 
timey to speak itpo:i t^e srobibct, And called upon every man^ 
auditor; or spectator, in (he noilses' or in the galleries, to re- 
member this truth : that if the volurttcer^ were introduced into 
this debate, k was notl>o whoh'id^cjne it. 

The right honourable gcntlcihati s&ys, if the volunteers have 
apjnxjvedylie Will oppose^ it : but I shfs-, I bring it in as a mehiber 
of this »housc, supported wiih the po\V^rful aid of the right 
honourabl© gentlertiao,' who sits liehind me, (Mr. Brd\<^nloiv)': 
we brimg it in as members of parliament, nev^r mentioning the 
volunteers.' I a-sk you, will you receive it f;om us, from us 
your membc^ft, neither intending- by ftny thing within doors, or 
without^ to intimidate dr overawe you ? I ask, will you receive 
it as our biilf or will y git- conjurs «p a nliiitary phantom of 
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int^qposition to affright yourselves ? I have not introduced the 
volimteers; but if the volunteers are aspersed, I will defend 
their, conduct against all the world* By whom were the com* 
merce and constitution of this country recovered ? By the vo- 
lunteiErrs. /Why did not the right honourable gentleman make 
a declamation against them, when they lined our streets; when 
parliament passed, through ranks of those virtuous armed citi* 
zens, to demand the rights of an insulted nation ? Are they 
different men at tliis day ;. or is tho right honourable gentleman 
different ? He was then one of their body j he is now their accuser. 
'He. who. saM^ the streets lined, who rejoiced, who partook m 
their glory,: is now . their .accuser. .What has changed them 
.^nceihat time? Are.- they less -wise, less brave, less ardent in 
thejr country's cause? Or has their adsnirable conduct made 
^im tlieir en^my ? May they not say, we ha\'e not changed, but 
^ypuUi^ve changed ? He cannot now bear, to hear of volunteers: 
but I will ask kim, . (and I will liav^ a siarUng taught to halloo 
.it in his ear,) -.Who got- you.* the •. free .trade ; who got you the 
jpon^titutipn ? ^Who m^i|ie you a nation? The volunteers. If 
tbey.iYere,tj3ue men you now, describe diera, why did you accept 
of their servioe? \Why did you not then accuse them? If they 
^werc. so dangerous, why did you^pass through their ranks, with 
.your speaker at your.head, to demand a constitution ? Why did 
.you not then fear the ills you now apprehend? Have your lord- 
lieutcn^nts refused .the iscrvicj of those men? Look back to 
tlieir offers :in Lord «Carli6le'6 administration. Have not such 
x>f them as could obtain that honour, been proud to be escorted 
by them to sea ! And has not ^parliament returned repeated 
thanks to this body of m^n, who are now so degnerated, diat 
rectitude becomes dejiravity in them? Were not resolutions 
sought from them to give a sanction to the inadequate security 
of simple repeal ? When betrayed into wrong, tliey were che- 
rished ; now, when right, chey ^ire opposed. 

What do some of ti\e greatest men in England say, (speak* 
ing of the volunteers) " That the history of mankind, the annals 
.*^ of the world do not furbish such another glorious example of 
*' patriotism and moderation ?^' And now will any man condemn 
tbcm,if they wish to crown themselves with never fading glory, and 
finish their labours by rendering perfect that constitution, which 
their labours haye acquired ? Should you comply, it would for 
ever render unnecessary the interference of such bodies of men 
as they are. I am conscious, that I have not done justice to 
that much hopoured, and much injured body of men ; but be it 
remembered, that it was not I who introduced their name ; it was 
not I who w^ishcd to inSame y^^ur passions, wh^en I had not ar- 
guments to support me : it w-as not I who wished to debatrck 
tiicm on the siae of fear ; such a proceeding shews the rottenness 
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of the cause. If the volunteers and the parliament shall ever be 
committed, (which God Almighty forbid) no great thanks will 
be due to those men, who represent the volunteers as endeavour- 
ing to dragoon parliament. Men who endeavour to exasperate 
them, and if their moderation were not greater than the wisdom 
of their accusers, great and miserable would be the confusion 
indeed ; but they have too much wisdom not to despise their 
accusers ; though I will tell the man, who accuses them, that 
there was a time, when he was proud to join in their ranks, and 
share the glory of their conduct. 

I am called on for an explanation of my plan of reform, in order 
that exceptions may be taken to it ; but I am ready to explain 
it, and to refute all exceptions on the ground of reason and 
argument. As in this house votes go by tale, and not by weight ; 
and as the vote of the meanest wretch that ever disgraced the 
wails of parliament, though representing the most venal borough, 
tells for as much as the most illustrious character, representing 
the first county in the kingdom ; the people wish to correct the 
iU-effects of this, by opening the boroughs, and giving them an 
opportunity of being virtuous. This is the voice of the people, 
and it is opposed because it is the demand of the volunteers ; 
but the volunteers and the people are the same ; they have been 
made constitutional by every act, but that of being placed on 
your establishment, which they despise. Does any man say, 
that there is not a positive act of parliament, directing every 
Protestant to bear arms? And will you say, that because one 
man fulfils more of his duty, as a citizen, than another, that 
he should less enjoy a citizen's privilege ? Or will anj' man say, 
that because the volunteers, in obedience to the laws, bear 
arms, therefore that obedience should strip them of their fran« 
chise. ' 

But who will deny, that the representation of cities and bo- 
roughs demand reform ? And are plans of reform to be rejected, 
because agreeable to the v(4unteers? If so, how came the Duke 
of Portland to send volunteer delegates to the throne with letters 
to deliver into the sacred hand of majesty? And if the Duke of 
Portland acted thus, will any man say, that the volunteers have 
since done any thing to transform them into the Gorgons and 
hydras they have been represented ? No, they are not changed, 
they are seen through the medium of borough interest ; it is 
this, tliat has given them this terrible aspect ; it is the sordid 
interest of a prostituted government to say they have strength, 
though it be the strength of borough-mongers ; but it is the 
strength of a virtuous government to be supponed by the public 
good opinion ; and it is no credit to any government to diepend 
rather on a venal parliament, than on the honest voice of an 
ingenuous nation. The bill sets at defiance all objection ; for 
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is there a man who will say, however political declams^on may 
attempt to mislead, that the coDstitution wants no reform? Will 
any man say, that that constitution is perfect, when ho knows 
that the hohour of the peerage n^ay be obtained by any ruffian, 
who possesses borough interest ! 

Mr. Flood then proceeded to trace the general outline of the 
{dan of reform agreed to at the convention ; and concluded with 
saying : I shall neither endeavour to intimidate nor overawe the 
house : but, on the contrary, I shall most humbly hope, that 
in the infancy of your liberty, whilst a body of freemen and 
citizens, who are determined to treat with respect that consti- 
tution, which they have recovered by fortitude, bear arms for 
their country's service, you will not go to fish for objections,r 
until these people shall do soipething derogatory from that 
authority, which they have established ; no body of men can 
make me affirm to be right what i know to be wrong ; neither 
will I be so absurd as to deny that, which I know to be right, 
ibecause other men think so too. 

Scarcely a member, who had ever opened his mouth in the 
house, was silent on this important occasion: the debate lasted 
till past three o'clock on the Sunday morning. Several of the 
members, who admitted the necessity of the reform, voted 
against it under the circumstance of the sitting of a national 
convention of delegates, who had previously agitated the ques* 
tion, and were waiting the result of its discussion in parliament* 
This was the first blow given to the credit and power of the 
volunteers. Several also of the minority gave the express 
instructions of their constituents as their reason for voting 
for the bill. Towards the close of the debate, Mr. Grattan 
spoke for a short time, declaring himself decidedly the friend 
of a parliamentary reform. It has always been, said he, my 
&vourite object, to increase by those means the power of the 
people. He was glad to investigate that subject, let it come 
from what quarter it might; it did not come before in a ques^ 
tionable shape ; neither did he see any thing to justify an oppo* 
sitioh to his favoutite scheme. He loved to blend the idea of 
parliament and volunteers; they had hitherto concurred ia 
establishing their constitution in the last parliament, and he 
hoped they would do it in the present. He recommended, 
therefore, an union between parliament and the illustrious body 
of volunteers, which union it should be the study of his life tQ 
preserve. The question having been loudly called for, when 
the Speaker was rising to put it, Mr. Flood said, " I have very 
often found, when a question cannot be controverted by faif 
argument, it is thfown out by a majority calling for the que«« 
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tion ; but it is impossible for the mind of man to bend to mere 
matter, or to be satisfied with such conduct. I am asked, i» 
not this bill the order of some other assembly ? I never received 
any order. I have examined with men of all ranks upon this 
subject, and approve it ; but what appearance of hostility or 
control is there in the present application i Have the volunteers 
lined the streets, or drawn up before your house I No ; thej 
have given their opinion with all humbleness and deference to 
yours, and beg you will take it up. How could they more pros-* 
trate themselves at the feet of parliament ? This bill was moved 
a year ago, when there was no convention sitting; and will you 
now reject it, because men, who sometimes wear swords, and 
sometimes w*ear none, approve it? The volunteers of Ireland 
are a peculiar body of men, they are citizens as well as sol- 
diers ; nor does their skill and discipline, as soldiers, destrojr 
their franchise as citizens.'* 

Mr. Daly confessed he was ashamed, that the gendeman wIkt 
had made diis motion, should not only evade giving an answer 
to the enquiry,. " whether it were the result of deliberations in 
*' the conventions ?" but almost to deny iu 

Mr. Floodr I said, they were my own sentiments* 

Mr. Daly. I did not say the}* were not his own sentiments ; 
but they were more notoriously the sentiments of the conven-^' 
tion, whatever influence he might have had in forming them : 
and he said, that he brought them thither by order of that body.r 
He protested, that while an armed assembly was sitting in the 
capital, their debate was not free. We are told of the great 
moderation manifested by the delegates, considering how pow- 
erfully they are supported ; but, (said Mr. Paly,) as I did hot 
'oppose, or scorn the volunteers, when weak, as I never went tc 
a county meeting, and with a contunnelious aspect, asked if the 
country were arrayed, and when answered, no, never turned 
my back upon them ; neither will I now^ when they are strong 
and mighty, turn my back to them ; but I will meet them as a 
friend, and will say to them, you are advancing to anarchy and 
destruction ; I beseech you retreat while you may with honour; 
for there is a turbulent demagogue amongst you, that urges you 
to your own disgrace. « 

It has been the misfortune of this countr}% that parliament 
has, in too many instances, for a while withstood the wishes of 
the people, but has yielded in the end ; the consequence is, that 
the people are told by the demagdgue, persevere, and you will' 
at last carry your point. But this is the time to draw a line, 
and I do rely upon it., I pledge myself for the consequence, 
that if parliament act with firmness, the people will be content ; 
in a short time they will demise the promoters of faction^ and 
f - ' ' - 
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, -^ their boasted menaces will vanish in the air. But if parlia- 
ment recede one step now, it will fall into a gulph of inevitable 
destruction. 

Upon a division^ diere appeared 

For receiving the bill - 49 
Against it - 158 

Then Mr. Attorney-General moved the following resolu* 
tions : 

JResohedj That }t is now become necessary to declare, that 
this house will, maintain its just rights and privileges again^ 
all encroachments whatsoever. 

Ayes - - 150 

Noes - - 68 

And then Mr. ConoUy made the following motion, which 
was carried unanimously. 

Resohedy That an humble address be presented to his majes* 
ty, to declare the perfect satisfaction, which we feel in the many 
blessings we enjoy under ^is majesty's most auspicious^ovem- 
ment, and our present happy constitution ; and t^at at this time 
we find it peculiarly incumbent upon us to express our determin* 
cd resolution to support the same with our lives and fortunes. 

Notwithstanding, Mr. Flood, the great leader of the opposi- 
tion, immediately after this debate went over to England, se- 
veral matters were brought before parliament by his adherents. 

Mr. Molyneux introduced to the house once more the ques« 
tion of an absentee tax : he complained, that before the business 
wanted support, many were prominently forward in offering 
their assistance ; now that it was before them, they excused 
themselves, saying, the time was improper. Thus, after a long 
debate, the motion was lost by a division of 184 against 22. 

On the 9th of December,. 1783, Mr. D. Browne^ prefaced a 
.motion for an address to the crown, with a most distressful pic- 
ture of the kingdom at that period. He represented those, who 
lived on the spoils, like wasps, sucking their blood, and smiling 
at their ruin ; he represented the farmer, ruined by the calami- 
tous times, the lower order of people starving, and obliged to 
sell their provision to satisfy the laildlord, who himself could 
barely get the means of existing from his lands ! The avenues 
to the capital beset with starving manufacturers, and at the very 
doors of that house, begging of the menfbers to avert, by a 
small donation, the miseries of impending famine : their neces- 
sities made them bold; they even ventured into the Castle 
yard : their complaints were heard, though but seldom heard 
before, and proper steps were taken to relieve them ; the privy 
council were summoned, the doors were barred, and the guard« 
-of the city were doubled ; the garrison ordered to hold them- 
-ftelves in readiness, to massacre, people already conquered by 
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hunger ! Such is the situation of your countiy. Tet this 
the time when you were to keep up an useless and expensiye 
army, and minister to the useless pageantry of a court* 

The hour of ripe iniquity had arrived ; the hour of retribu- 
tion would speedily follow* He then moved the following re- 
solutions : 

*^ That an address be presented to his majesty, humbly to 
^^ lay themselves at his majesty's feet, to assure his majesty of 
*^ their inviolable attachment to his majesty's person and govem- 
^^ ment, and of the grateful sense they felt of bis majesty's pa- 
^^ ternal goodness and attention to his subjects of Ireland; .and 
^' to declare their readiness and zeal to support, in the most 
^^ honourable manner, at all times, the necessary expences of 
•* his majesty's government, and the dignity of his crown* 

^^ That they thought it, however, incumbent on his faithful 
*' tommons, humbly to lay before his majesty, that -for a series 
" of years past, the expences of his majesty's government had 
** con^anti) tar exceeded the net produce of the revenue, where- 
*^ by the nation had incurred a great and accumulating debt ; 
** und in order to discharge the interest thereof, his majesty's 
** faithlul commons had been under a necessity of diverting a 
** coHbiderabie part of those revenues, which formerly served 
*' towards deiraying the current services of his majesty's go- 
*' vernment* 

" 'J'hat in the year 17r3, his majesty's faithful commons did 
^^ gr;uu several new duties, and had since, from time to time, 
" increased them. 

'^ Tiiat they were induced thereto, upon the faith of promises 
^^ made to his majesty's commons, by his majesty's minister, 
" that the expences of government should be retrenched, so 
^^ that the new grants of the people, and the promised retrench- 
^' ment by the minister, should concur in a system of equali- 
^^ zation, and put an end to the ruinous practice of running in 
" debt. 

" That his majesty's faithful commons had fully performed 
" their part of the engagement ; but that their bounty had been 
'^ so far from being answered on the part of his ministers, that 
^^ in no period of time had the debt of the nation advanced with 
^^ so rapid a progress as since that period ; insomuch, that his 
" majesty's commons then found themselves burthened with a 
^^ debt enormously greater than it was at that period: vastly 
^^ greater than the nation was ever before loaded with, aind stiU 
*^ accumulating ; besides being also loaded with those new 
'^ taxes, which were granted for the sole purpose of putting an 
^^ end to so ruinous a practice* 

^' That his majesty's present ministers, finding themselves 
^' unable to support the charges of government without increas* 
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*' ing the debt' of the nation, although aided by all the new taxes^ 
^^ and • an increase of produce in the revenues ; and although % 
** very great proportion of the army were not upon their esta- 
blishment) did in that session apply for 300,000/. to suppljf 
the deficiency of the revenues, so that his majesty'? faithfiU 
'^ commons could not even then see any end to the ruinoua ac« 
•* cumulation of their debt. ' 

^^ That such a practice, if suffered to continue, must exhauat 
** the resources, and check the trade of that countr}-, and must 
^* end in the impoverishment and ruin of the nation, and ultU 
^' matdy disable his majesty's faithful commons from tho^e ex* 
** ertions, which might become necessary thereafter, and which 
*^ they should ever be most willing and desirous to make in 
** support of his majesty's government. 

^^•That they had long confided in the repeated assurances of 
.^ (economy given them from time to time, by his majesty's rai- 
^^ nisters ; but at length finding it in vain any longer to wait for 
** redress from that quarter, they thought it inconsistent with 
.** their duty to his majesty, and those, whom they represented, 
** any longer to refrain from applying for redress at the foot of 
^^ the throne, and imploring his majesty's protection against his 
** ministers." 

Mr. Parsons seconded the motion. It was violently opposed 
by the attorney-general. It was, said he, a question, upon 
which the sense of the house had been already taken three times 
that session ; it Iboked extraordinary, to have it introduced at 
that time, after a committee had been appointed to take into 
consideration, the only plan practicable, which was a plan for 
Ae reduction of the civil establishment ; and after the hous^ 
had passed a resolution for all practicable retrenchments. He 
was as much an enemy as any man to the accumulation of debt, 
session after session ; but the increase of the revenue afforded 
a prospect of their being soon able to put an end to it, by its 
reaching the amount of their expences. It consequently fol* 
lowed, that an address of that nature was never less necessaxy 
than at that time. 

Mr. Corrj' replied to the attorney-general in a most animated 
speech. After having taken a view of the country from the ar» 
rival of the Duke of Pordand into it, he lamented that those 
flattering prospects had proved all delusion, and there was the 
most decided reason, in reviewing the conduct that had beefi 
holden for withdrawing their confidence from the present adnni- 
bistration, and agreeing in an address, which contained in itself 
ttn undeniable train of facts ; and concluded with stating, that 
ihef could not confide in the promises of his majesty's minis* 
ters, and therefore implored his majesty's assistance against 
tbem, upon the subject of oeconomjr ; the truth of that must ap- 
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pear, whether the eyes of the nation were turned to their mili- 
tary establishment, to their commercial system^ or to their 
internal (economy. At a late hom* the question was disposed 
of, by the secretary's moving die order of the day, without a 
diviUoB* 

In consequence of the commons having tacked some clauses 
to the money bills sent up to the lords, the House of Peers, on 
the 4th of December, ifss, came to two strong and pointed 
resolutions, which on the next day they ordered to be added to. 
iStke standing orders of their house. 

^I. Resohed^ by the lords spiritual and temporal in parlia- 
** liament assembled, nemine dissentiente^ that all grants for the 
^^ encouragement of particular manufactures, arts, and inven- 
^ tions, or for the construction or carrying on of any public or 
^ other works, ought to be made in separate acts; and that 
-^ the practice of annexing such grants to bills of aid or supply, 
^ for die support of his majesty's government, is unparliamen* 
^ tary, and tends to the destruction of the constitution. 

II. ^ Resolved, by the lords spiritual and temporal in par- 
^ liament assembled, nemine dissentiente, that this house will 
*'' reject any bill of aid or supply, to which any clause or clauses, 
** the matter of which is foreign to, and different from the 
** matter of the said bill of aid or supply; or any clause or clauses 
•* for the granting of any sum or sums of money for the encour« 
<^ agement of particular manufactures, arts, or inventions, or for 
** the construction or carrying on of any public or other works^ 
•* shall be annexed." 

Mr. Curran took up this matter as\an insult and injury offered 
to the dignity and rights of the House of Commons; and gave 
notice, that on the 16th of that month he should bring it before 
them; and on that day, there being a very thin house, he entered 
ttpon the subject, by observing, that while he reflected, that the 
motion he was going to make was of the utmost importance to 
the honour, and even existence of that house; and that he had 
given full notice of his intention, he was much surprised at tha 
little regard that seemed intended to be paid to it, as was mani^ 
fested from the emptiness of those benches. It was a question 
of party ; he was of no party; he despised the principle : he 
never did, nor never would attach himself to party: the ques* 
tion went to assert the privileges of the people of Ireland repre* 
sented in the House of Commons, and every description of men 
in. that house was equally concerned in supporting it. It was 
the sole and exclusive right of the commons of Ireland to 
originate and frame money bills in such manner, as they should 
think proper, and the resolution he intended to propose, was 

* 5 IiOrdB Jounutly pi 409. 
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m\y to vindicate that privilege from the eficroachments of a* 
neighboaring assembly, which had lately, by certain resolutions, 
invaded that right, that palladium of the constitution, which h« 
tmsted every man in the house would think himself bounden ta 
defend. 

He was aorry to say, that the constitution of Ireland was so 
3^ung, that he needed not go back to a very remote period, to 

Erove that the exclusive right of originating and framing money 
ills had always resided in their house ; but for thirty year* 
back, it certainly had, and in England, from whence they de«- 
rived their constitution, it always had been the practice. The 
peers and the crown possessed an undoubted right of rejecting 
auch bilk in totOj but, in the commons alone resided the power, 
of ori^nating or framing them ; the very mode of giving the* 
royal assent to such bills, demonstrated that the commons alone 
was the source from whence they^owed. I{is majesty thanJts*^ 
hia faithful commons^ accepts their benevolence^ and Tvilla it t§ 
be so^ and this mode obtained both in Britain and Ireland. To 
whom should the people of Ireland look for the redress of 
grievances, for the encouragement of arts, for the promotion o£ 
commerce, but to their representatives in that house? What 
powerful engine had that house, by which it could obtain the 
redress of grievances, the encouragement of arts, for the promo*' 
tion of commerce, but by including those objects in the bill of 
supply ? And if the right be once given up, or wrested from the 
commons,' they ceased to be the patrons and representatives 
of the people ; another assembly would assume that power, and. 
the people would learn to ilook for that encouragement and 
support from the aristocratic^ which they received from the 
democratic branch of the state, and that house would become 
a very cypher, and its members instead of possessing the power 
of encouraging arts^ rewarding merit, or in a word, of serving 
the country, would become the humble solicitora of another 
assembly. 

From the reign of Henry III. the power of annexing the 
redress of grievances to money bills, had been the constitutional 
privilege of the commons of Engbnd > the practice of inserting' 
such clauses as the commons deemed proper, had obtained in 
Ireland for more than thirty years, and to any person acquainted 
with their constitution, must at the slightest view appear to be 
their inherent right : he could not therefore suppose that house 
would be silent, when that privilege was invaded by another 
assembly; no man entertained an higher opinion of that assem* 
bly than he did, and he was persuaded, that so great was their 
lordships' wisdom, that when that matter should be duly con« 
sidered by them, they would see the impropriety of the two 
resoli^tionS) ivhich appeared upon their Journals* It remained 



04 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

for the commons, to vindicate their own privileges by a mfld 
and temperate resolution, which he should propose to the house; 
for even admitting, that sometimes a House of Commons had 
erred in making improper grants, they should rather reform 
themselves, and determine not to err again, than submit to have 
m monitor over them* 

Were he addressing a House of Commons, the most virtuous 
or the most corrupt, he should expect to be supported in the 
measure ; he would say to a virtuous house, the privilege of 
ori^nating and framing n^oney bills is the palladium of your 
liberty, the great engine to restrain oppression, to redress 
grievances, or to encourage merit. He would say to a corrupt 
house, it is the palladium of your corruption, the security of the 
wages of your venality, the means, by which you may obtain 
the reward of your prostitution. But to the house before which 
he stood, ^e arguments of virtue and of honour would be 
sufficient. He then entered into a personal apology for the 
discontinuance of his intimacy with Mr. Flood, who if present 
he had no doubt would support the motion; he spoke very 
handsomely of Mr. Flood, notwithstanding the late difference 
on some political opinions. He then moved, 

^^ TThat it is the sole and undoubted privilege of the commons 
^^ of Ireland to originate all bills of supply and grants of public 
^* money, in such manner and with such clauses as they shall 
*' think proper." 

Mr. Parsons seconded the modon, which was only supported 
by 1 1 against 58. 

Under the late rapid changes in the British cabinet, and the 
still fluctuating state of the administrations of both countries, it 
Was no wonder, that the Irish House of Commons should not 
have settled into a regular system of opposition : the subdivisions 
of that general patriotism, in which Messrs. Flood and Grattan 
had formerly agreed, had been productive of the only opposi* 
tion, which then existed : Mr. Flood having long acted in 
opposition to the Whig or Rockingham party, appeared less 
disposed to coalesce with them than Mr. Grattan who had ever 
adhered to their principles. Mr. Grattan gave them full credit 
for every measure and every profession : Mr. Flood diffided 
in their promises, and arraigned their conduct. It appears 
to have been the system of the Rockingham administration 
to leave almost unlimited discretion to the Irish govern* 
ment to settle their political ferment in their own way. The 
generality even of the more thinking people confidently looked 
up to the new ministrj' for some efficient steps towards the 
attainment of ^protecting duties, a reduction in the army estab- 

• i. e. For protecting their own manufactures, and enforcing the consump* 
tioo of them at home by Uyin|^ heavy duties on limiUr manufacti^res imported 
from other countries. 
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lishment, (economy in the civil department, and a refoim in the 
popular representation in parliament. The last of these objects 
in particular had not unreasonably raised the expectations of 
the friends of reform to the highest pitch of confidence : they 
expected that the weight of government would have been 
thrown into their scale, as the first minister in each country, 
Mr. Pitt and the Duke of Rutland, had so recently been amongst 
the most eager and loud in support of that measure in Great 
Britain. 

On the 20th of December, 1783, his majesty'^ answer to the 
joint address of both houses, presented on the 1st instant, was 
communicated to both houses of parliament, and was to the 
following effect : 

^' His majesty returns his hearty thanks to the lords spiritual 
*' and temporal, and commons, in parliament assembled, for 
their dutiful and loyal address. His majesty receives with 
the highest satisfaction, the sentiments expressed by hia 
parliament respecting his majesty's government ; and his 
^^ majesty's faithful parliament may rest assured of his majesty's 
^^ determined resolution to concur with them at all times in the 
** maintenance and preservation of that free and excellent con* 
*^ stitution, on which the happiness and interests of his people 
>^ of Ireland so essentially depend." 

^The extraordinary movements in the cabinet and the senate 

* A more important moment to the fate of the British empire certainly 
never existed than that under our present consideration. For to the changes 
in the administration of that day are to be attributed the wonderful effects 
that have disting-uished the eventful period of nearly twenty years, which 
will close the subject of these sheets. The advantages or disadvantages result* 
ing from that extraordinary revolution in the British cabinet will be estimated 
by every man reflecting on the effects of it by the political bias, interest, or 
judgment of tlie individual. Political differences are at all times, aT\d par« 
ticinarly in the present, of too sensitive a quality for the annalist to touch. 

(A. R. 69.) On the 8th of December, 1^83, Mr. Fox*s India Bill had 
passe<l the House of Commons on a division of 208 to 203, and the next day 
was carried up to the House of Lords. Hitherto no symptoms had apipearec^ 
St least to the public eye, that indicated the approachmg fate both of the 
bill and its authors. Great pains indeed were taken, and with considerable 
success, by an almost incredible circulation of pamphlets and political engrav- 
ings, to inflame the nation against the measures and the persons of adminis* 
tnUion ; and it was abo remarked, that in the House of Commons, several 
of that description of members, well known by the name of king's friends, 

Sive their votes on the side of opposition. But it was generally imagined, 
at the coalition ministry was then too strong to be shaken by the breath of 
popular clamour, and wholly improbable, tiiat they should have adopted » 
measure of such infinite importance, either without knowing, or contrary to 
the wishes of the king. It went up to the lords on the first reading on the lltli 
of December. Lord Temple, Lord Thuriow, and the Duke of Richmond, 
expressed their abhorrence of the measure in the strongest and most unquali- 
fied terms. After a short debate, the second reading was fixed for Monday, 
December 15. 

VOL* III. 2 
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of Great Britain occasioned a long adjournment in the Irish par* 
liament, in order to give time for d^e necessary arrangements 

In the mean time various rumours be^n to circulate, relative to aomm 
extraordinary motions in tlie interior of the court. It was cmfidently affirmed^ 
that on the 11th of December die kingf signified to Lord Temple in a closet 
audience, his disapprobation of the India Bill, and autl orized liim to dedaro 
the same to such persons as he mig^t think fit ; that a written note was put 
into his hands, in which his maiesty declared, *' That he should deem those 
*' who should vote for it not only not his friends, but his enemies ; and that 
** if he (Lord Temple^ could put this in stronj^r words, h& had full authority 
** to do so." AncUastiy, that in consequence of this authority, communications 
had been made to the same purport to several peers in the upper house ; an4 
particularly to those whose offices obliged them to attend the ui^s person. 

The circumstances, which happened on the second reading ofthe bill, con- 
firmed the probability of the truth of these reports. On the division upon « 
question of adjoiu*nment, tiie ministers were left in a minority of 79 to ST. 

The same clay tiie House of Commvins, on tiie motion of Mr. Baker, took 
into consideration the reports above alluded to. He stated shortly, that the 
public notoriety, both of tiie fact itself and of the eflfects it had produced, 
called on the house, which was the natural guardian of the constitution, for 
their immediate intei-ference. He divided the criminality of the subject 
matter of the report into two parts ; first tiie giving secret advice to the crown ; 
and, secondly, the use, that had been made of his majesty's name, for the 
puipose of influencing the vote of members of parliament in a matter depend- 
ing before them. The first he contended was a direct and dangerous attack 
upon the constitution. The law declared, that the king could do . no wrong : 
and therefore had wisely made his ministers amenable for all the measures 
of his government. This was of the very essence of the constitution, which 
could no longer subsist, if persons unknown, and upon whom, consequenUy 
no responsibility could attach, were allowed to give secret advice to the 
crown. With regard to the second, Mr. Baker proved, from the Journals, 
that to make any reference to the opinion of the king, on a bill depending in 
either house, had always been judged a high breach of tiie privileges of par- 
liament; he therefore concluded with moving, ** That it is now necessary to 
*' declare, tiiat to report any opinion, or pretended opinion, of his majest}% 
" upon any bill or other proceeding de]}ending in eitiier house of parliament, 
*' with a view to iniluence the vi^es of the members, is a high crime and 
" misdemeanor, derogatory to the honour of the crown, a breach of thefunda- 
" mental privileges of parliament, and subversive to the constitution." 

The motion was seconded by Lord Maitiand, and strongly opi>osed by Mr. 
W. Pitt, who urged the impropriety of proceeding on mere unauthenticated 
rumours; he concluded his speech with repi*oac]ung the ministers for their 
base attachment to their offices, though, upon their own state of tiie case, they 
had lost their power, and no longer possessed the confidence of their prince. 

In answer to these observations, it was said to be a strong pi'esumption 
ofthe trutii of the reix>rts, that though several members, nearly allied to the 
noble earl, whose name had been mentioned on this occasion, had spoken in 
the debate, none of them had ventured to assert they were false. After a long . 
and warm debate the house divided, and tiiere appeared for the motion 153, 
against it 80. It was tiien resolved, *< that on Monday next the house would 
•• resolve itself into a committee ofthe whole house, to take into consideration 
■* the present state of tiie nation." 

As a change of ministers appeared to be a measure determined upon by the 
king, and the dissolution of parUament an immediate and necessary conse- 
quence, the majority ofthe house thought no time was to be lost in endeavour- 
imj to render the attempt as difficult as possible. With this view, immediately 
after tiie above resolutions were agreed to, Mr. Erskine made the following 
motioi^ ** That it is necessai-y to the moit csicntial interests of this kuigduin. 
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for the new ministry. But on the 2Sd of December,* 1782, 
the speaker, on presenting the money bills, expressed himself 
as follows : 

" May it please tour Excellency, 

^^ HISTORY cannot furnish many instances 
*^ of such remarkable events, as have happened in the course of 
*' the last seven years ; of these none are n>ore worthy of obser- 
^^ vation, than the changes in the human mind, and the more so, 
** because they have been produced by causes, from which they 
*' were the least to have been expected. New tenets more conso« 

*' and peculiarly incumbent on tliis house, to pursue with unremitting attcntioa 
** tlie consideration of a suitable remedy for the abuses, which have prevailed 
" in the government of the British dominions in the East Indies ; and that 
" tl^is house will consider as an enemy to his country any person who shall 
" presume to advise his majesty to prevent, or in any manner interrupt tlie dis- 
** charge of tliis importa^nt duty.** 

The motion was opposed, as manifestly factious, and as interfering with the 
executive part of government, and trenching on the undoubted prerogative of 
the crown without any justifiable cause. The motion was however carried by 
the same majority with the former. 

On Wednesday the 17th of December the India Bill was rejected by the 
lords, on a division of 95 to 76. It was remarked, that the Prince of Wales, 
who was in the minority in the former division, having learned in the interim, 
that the measure was offensive to the king, was absent on this occasion. At 
twelve o*clock on the following night a messenger delivered to the two secre- 
taries of state his majesty's orders, ** that tliey should deliver up the seals of 
*' tlieir offices, and send tltem by the under secretaries, Mr. Frazier and Mr. Ne- 
'''pean, as a personal interview on the occasion would be disagreeable to him." 
The seals were immediately giv^n by the king to Lord Temple, who sent let- 
ters of dismission the day following to the rest of the cabinet council : at the 
same time Mr. William Pitt was appointed First Lord of the Treasury, and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and Earl Gower, President of the Council. On 
tlie 22d, Lord Temple resigned the seals of bis office, and they were delivered 
to Loixl Sydney, as Secretary of State for the home department, and to the 
Marquis of Carmarthen for the foreign. Lord Thurlow was appointed High 
Chancellor of Great Britain, the Duke of Rutland Lord Privy Seal, Lord 
Viscount Howe First Lord of the Admiralty, and the Duke of Richmond 
Master General of the Ordnance ; Mr. William Grenville and Lord Mulgrave 
succeeded Mr. Burke in the Pay-Office, and Mr. Henry Dundas was appointed 
to the office of Treasurer of the Navy. 

On tlie 22d of December Mr. William Grenville begged leave to inform the 
house^ that the noble earl to whom such frequent allusions had been lately 
made, had authorized him to declare, that he was ready to meet any charge 
that should be made against him ; and that he had thought fit to resign the 
seals of his office, in order to avoid the smallest suspicion of seeking for pro- 
tection or shelter in the power and influence of a minister. In answer to thi^ 
extraordinary notification, Mr. Fox observed, that, with respect to the pro- 
priety of the noble earVs relinquishing an office, which he had held but for 
three days, he was doubtless himself the fittest judp;e ; that as to the facts al- 
luded to, facts of public notoriety, and which materially affected the honour of 
parliament, and the safety of the constitution^ he trusted the house would see 
the necessity of taking them into their roost serious consideration : but that 
the secret nature of those transactions allpost precluded the possibility qf 
bringing a personal charge against any one. 

* 11 Joum. Com. p. 182. 
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'^ nant to the principles of humanity and justice, have been uni« 
^^ versally adopted in civil and religious policy ; these are the 
^^ happy but unexpected fruits of the calamities of war* In 
^^ other countries national benefits may have compensated for 
^^ national misfortunes : but it has been the peculiar felicity of 
^' this kingdom to acquire the former, without feeling the seve- 
^^ rities of the latter ; to her steady virtue she owes these attain- 
** ments, and by her virtue I am confident she will preserve 
'^ them, and transmit to posterity unimpaired the British con- 
^' stitutiob, the very essence of which is liberty and order. Good 
^^ government and liberty are inseparable ; they are necessary 
'^ to and mutually support each other, and neither can exist 
" without the other. The commons since the commencement 
*^ of this session have directed their attention to these important 
'^ objects, which were so wisely recommended to them by your 
*' excellency, to improve and secure those advantages, which 
^^ had been acquired in the last parliament ; they have also made 
^^ provision, without laying new burthens on the people, for the 
'^ honourable support of his majesty's government, and for the 
*^ discharge of the arrears upon the establishments ; and they 
^^ have the fullest confidence, that your excellency will represent 
^^ them to his majesty as loyal, dutiful, and affectionate 6ub« 
"jects." 

The revenue still continued to be unequal to the expences^ 
and dOO,OO0A were ordered to be borrowed towards supplying 
the deficiencies ; also 50,000/. were to be advanced as a loan to 
the undertakers of the grand canal, upon security given ; and 
S5,000/. as a loan to Captain Brooke, to support and employ the 
manufacturers by him established in the cotton line at Prospe<« 
rous, in the county Kildare, upon his giving security for paying 
the interest half yearly into the treasury, and the principal at 
Lady-Day, 1794. These sums were to be raised upon deben- 
tures, or treasury bills, aided by one or more lotteries, at the 
discretion of the chief governor. 

Immediately upon the change of ministry in England, Lord 
Northington sent in his resignation ; it was accepted on the 7th 
of January, and yet his successor, the Duke of Rutland, was 
only appointed on the 24th of February, 1784. The House of 
Commons had adjourned to the 20th of January, on which day 
they met according to adjournment, and then adjourned to the 
9th of February, which was the day, to which the House 
of Lords had adjourned from the 22d of December. During 
this species of interregnum, one lord lieutenant having resigned, 
and his successor not having been appointed, the House of 
Commons met on the 9th of February, when the attorney gene* 
ral moved the house to adjourn to the 18th, which was ppposed 
by Sir Lucius O'Bryen, who saw no reason, why they should 
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itdjourn on account of the squabble of some gentlemen in Eng* 
land for place, at a time when the distreasful situation of that 
country called so urgently upon their attention. Mn Browne 
(of the College) opposed the adjournment and said, that all, who 
respected his majesty should vote against an adjournment pro* 
posed by Lord Northington, who was actually in opposition to 
the king : the adjournment was carried upon a division of 108 
against 42. When the house met on the 18th, a long conver* 
sation took place upon Mr. John Ponsonby's motion for 3O0OU 
to be distributed in the discretion of the lord lieutenant amongst 
the poor of Dublin. This brought up several members to move 
for proportionate relief in favour of ^e distressed poor of their 
jrespective boroughs, which were all negatived, except the ori«* 
ginal motion. In the course of the conversation, Sir Henry 
Cavendish observed, that money should be granted to set people 
to work, npt to promote idleness : for to such a degree was that 
now advanced, that there might be seen twenty or thirty sturdy 
beggars in a knot, and they were grown so outrageous, as to 
offer force in some measure. He should not be surprised, if 
in a short time they forced people's doors, and took their pro- 
perty, whether they would or no.* And when the provost ex- 
p^'essed a wish, that some general mode of giving bread to the 
poor could be devised. Sir Edward Newnham suggested a bill 
for protecting duties, which the right honourable member's ta- 
lents and influence could effectually secure. Then Ireland would 
flourish, and they would hear no more of starving manufactu- 
rers. Ready money was but a temporary relief: let the great 
banish foreign fopperies, and be content with home manufac- 
tures : protecting duties would be a permanent security against 
want in the lower order of the people : it behoved them to take 
those hard-working men under their peculiar protection. 

The attorney general informed the house, that he had it in 
command from his excellency to signify to them his majesty's 
desire, that they should adjourn till Monday the 23d, and that 
an oflScial account had arrived of the appointment of the Duke 
of Rutland to the government of that kingdom. Soon after 
which, Mr. William Brabazon Ponsonby said, that the lord 
lieutenant was distinguishable for many virtues, and that he was 
not ever outdone by any of his predecessors in office, either for 
integrity, humanity, or public spirit ; and as his excellency was 
shortly to quit the government of the country, he felt it proper 
to move, though no more than the usual form, that an humble 
address be presented to the lord lieutenant, to assure his excel- 
lency, that the house learnt w^ith the deepest regret his excellen- 
cy's determination of relinquishing the government of the kin^ 

♦ 3 Pari. Deb. p. 358. 



70 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

dom ; to assure him, that the uniform wisdom and virtue of his 
excellency's administration, manifested by his attention to the en- 
couragement of agriculture, the protection and advantage of their 
commercial interests, and by his zeal and firmness in support of 
their happy constitution, intided him to the most grateful thanks 
of the representatives of a free people ; that they entreated his 
excellency to believe, that as they thankfully acknowledged his 
virtues, they should sincerely regret his no longer continuing to 
preside over them, a^d to request that his excellency would be 
pleased to add one further favour to those already received at 
his hands, by representing to his majesty their unshaken loyalty 
to his person and government, their inviolable attachment to 
their happy constitution, and their determined resolution to 
support the just rights and privileges of the commons of Ire- 
land against all encroachments whatsoever. 

Mr* ConoUy seconded the motion, at the same time testify- 
ing, that Lord Northington had come over at a critical period, 
and yet manifested the most steady resolution in supporting the 
constitution and promoting the real interests of Ireland* 

Sir Edward Newnham declared, he could not agree to such 
an address ; it glanced in very disagreeable terms, on the ho- 
nour and dignity of the volunteers, who saved their country in 
defiance of corruption. He could not thank a viceroy, under 
whose administration a parliamentary reform was (in the lan- 
guage of some members) scouted out of the house : he spoke 
plain English, and said, a reform of that house, for no house 
ever wanted it more. He would wait the issue of the present 
motion, to make one diat would do honour to a parliament, of 
real independent members, which motion he had in his hand, and 
that was, to thank his majesty for dismissing his late ministry, 
a part of whom robbed the crown of half its dominions ; and to 
thank his majesty for appointing a new ministry, in whom the 
people might confide, and whose principles were declared friend- 
ly to the much wanted parliamentary reformation. 

Mr. O'Hara, after dwelling pretty much on the services the 
volunteers had rendered the country, and saying, that instead of 
the censure indirecdy thrown on them by the last paragraph of 
the address, they deserved the utmost praises, that every friend 
to Ireland could bestow, moved an amendment, by expunging 
these words, " we will support the just rights of the commons 
** of Ireland against everj^ encroachment whatsoever." These, 
he said, were insidious word;;, and seemed directed to the ad- 
vocates of parliamentary reform. 

Mr. iprifiith seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Grattan observed, that Lord Northington had not been 
above eight months in that kingdom, and if he had not gready 
diminished the national expences, he had done more than most 
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of his predecessors, for he had not at all increased them< The 

army had been mentioned as an instance of profusion, but would 

any man lay the blame of a vote of parliament at the door of 

a lord lieutenant? As to any scheme of systematic reduction, 

it was impossible^ from the shortness of Lord Northington's 

administration; but they should not forget, that no objection 

had been made fcom him, when the expence of collecting the 

revenue was proposed to be reduced ; formerly it was objected 

to : but with diis symptom in his favour, they could not conde^in 

him for not having time to carry a scheme of retrenchment into 

execution. 

As to commercial advantages, he would state a duty on 
foreign beer, which must operate powerfully in favour of 
their own breweries and of tillage. When that was announced 
to the house, he recollected the honourable baronet rising, and 
laying his hand upon his breast, to return thanks for so great 
a favour. 

Another advantage was the duty laid upon calico, in favour 
of Irish manufacture. The duty on sugar, that had been con- 
ceded that session, was formerly thought an object of the fi^t 
magnitude in that commerce. 

As to constitution, an idea totally new and unsolicited was 
introduced into their admiralty bill, that is, to cut off any appeal 
to the British admiralty, by which all that foolish supposition of 
any power of external legislation for Ireland remaining in Great 
Britain was for ever done away. 

Mr. George Ponsonby approved of the noble and disinterested 
manner, in which his excellency had refused the additional 
4000/. a year. But as his excellency did not employ news- 
papers, their puffers did not blazon it forth, with half the assi- 
duity they were known to use on much more trifling occasions^ 
The question being then put, there appeared for the amend- 
ment 5, against it 109. 

When die house met, according to their last adjournment, on 
the 26th of February, Mr. Gardiner moved a congratulatory 
address to the Duke of Rutland, which was unanimously agreed 
to ; and on the 1st of March the same gentleman communicated 
his Grace's answer to the house. On the same day thirteen 
several petitions from counties and populous boibughs were 
presenfted to the House of Commons by their respective repre- 
sentatives, praying a reform in the ^te of the representation 
of the people in parliament.^ Amongst other motions on this 

• 3 Pari. Deb. p. 389, namely, from the county of Armagh by Mr. Brown- 
low, from the county of Meath bv Sir Here. L. Rowley, from the county of 
Londonderry by tlie Hon. Edward Gary, from tlie freemen and fi*eeholdera of 
the city of Dublin by Mr. Hartley, from the county of Carlo w by Sir Richard ■ 
Butler, from the county of Louth l>y Mr. Foster, from the county of Dublin b^ 
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day, which was properly the first meeting under the Duke of 
Rutland, Mr. Annesley Stewart moved, that the proper officer 
should lay before the house the grants of looms and wheels 
made that year by the trustees of the linen board, and an account 
of the particular persons, to whom they were ordered to be 
delivered* When General Cunningham said he was sure there 
was something rotten at the bottom in the management of that 
board : he had improved as much as any man in the kingdom, 
and helped manufactures, by establishing manufactories, and 
Assisting poor manufacturers, yet could never obtain a loom, 
unless he would accept of it as a particular gift to himself, which 
he declined doing. The trustees of the linen board did not 
consider themselves, he said, as trustees, but proprietors, some 
of whom appropriated thirty looms to themselves. 

Mr. Foster wished for th^ enquiry, as he was convinced 
nothing would come to light but what would be to the honour 
of the members of the linen board ; and the motion was agreed 
to unanimously. 

The nation now was in the height of a political fever: 
elated with what they had obtained ; soured at their disappoint- 
ment in being refused what they were taught to believe, was 
dtil! wanting to complete their freedom ; the public attempts 
both of parliament and government ^o discredit and dissolve 
the volunteers ; the failure in the attempts of the opposition to 
procure a reduction of the military establishment at the return 
of peace, all tended to foment jealousies between the citizen 
and the soldier^ A riot had lately happened at Island Bridge, 
where the outrages of the soldiery had exceeded the rules of 
military discipline or even common humanity. This exaspe- 
rated the populace, and in vindictive retaliation, they had 
irccourse to the barbarous practice of houghing the soldiers, 
whenever they found them straggling and off their guard. 

* General Luttrell, (afterwards Lord Carhampton) therefore 
acquainted the house, that he had a motion to make, for the 
prevention of a robbery of the worst nature, the robbery of life 
and limb, by a cruelty practised there in the 18th century, that 
would have astonished the barbarians of the 14th ; it was the 
inhuman practice of houghing men for no reason but their 

Sir Edward Newnham, from the county of Cork by the provost, from tbe 
county of tlie town of Drogheda by Mr. William Ogle, from tlie county of Long- 
ford by Colonel Gore, from the cannty of J^eitrim by Mr. Peter Latouche, from 
the county of Sligo by Mr. Owen Wynne, from the county of Sligo from Mr, 
O'Hara. And on the 5th of the month a similar petition was presented by 
Mr. Rowley from the county of Antrim, and another from the inhabitants of 
Belfast. A like petition was presented from the county of Down by Mr. Ward 
and a counter petition by Mr. Annesley. A like petition was presented b/ 
Mr. Leslie from the county of Monaghan. 
* Pari. Debatta, p. 419. 
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being soldiers, by the people of .the trade and mystery of 
butchers, whose qualifications were a strong arm, a sharp knife, 
and a hard heart. 

He said, that such acts were sufficient to exasperate men 
against the civil authority, if the officers of the army had not been 
watchful to prevent any evil consequences. In the instance of 
the Island-bridge riot, the civil power vindicated its authority ; 
that immediately after that event, the whole garrison of Dublin 
had been drawn upon the parade, (he was himself on duty by 
order of General Baugh) the offended inhabitants were encour** 
aged to appear on the parade, to pitch on such of the soldiers, 
whose persons they could identify, and the oflfenders were, *in 
the presence of the high sheriffs, both for city and county, given 
up to the civil power, and committed to Newgate. 

He was the last man in the house, who would get*up to excuse 
the soldiery in that instance, and he mentioned the provocation 
in mitigation of those proceedings ; for he thought a reverence 
for the laws of civil society, and a peaceable demeanour towards 
their fellow subjects, was the best part of military discipline. 

He quoted the statute of the 5th of Edward VI. whereby 
persons, who were only suspected of being guilty of offences 
less horrid than the act of houghing, were liable to have their 
heads cut off by the parties aggrieved, and the vicinity mulcted 
into the bargain; but he observed, that the redress was as barba* 
rous as the criq^ie. 

That individuals might be urged to retaliation, he asserted, 
and as a proof, he alluded to a compnanding officer of a regi- 
ment of dragoons, who declared to them aloud in terrorenty 
that if a man of them were houghed in Dublin, and they did not 
the next morning bring him a butcher's head, he would flog 
them all; but this was as an additional argument to prove, 
that the gratitude for protection ought to supersede the idea of 
revenge. 

He then moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to give 
better protection to soldiers, and others, against the barbarous 
practice of houghing. Which was ordered. 

On the 13th of March, Mr. Flood who had lately been over 
to England, mentioned to the house, that when he last did 
himself the honour of moving that house for leave to bring in a 
bill for a more equal representation of the people in parliament, 
it was the pleasure of the house ^to negative the proposition by 
anticipation, and to declare they would not su£Ferthe bill even to 
be brought in. The subject was sent back to the people, where 
it had been discussed with excess of application. The appro- 
bation it met could be only equalled by the ardour, with which it 
was adopted. The more examination it underwent, the more 

VOL. III. X 
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it appeared founded in right ; and the unanimous and persevere 
ing spirit, with which it came back to that house, proved it too 
firmly riveted in the hearts of the people, to be easily erased by 
an abrupt and unusual mode of refusal. It contained not his 
sentiments alone, but the sentiments of the nation, declared 
both publicly and privately in every capacity. He was there- 
fore anxious to return to diat kingdom, that he might be in his 
place, in order to stand forward in promoting the measure. He 
admitted, it would be thought by certain gendemen injurious 
to their private interest, if the constitution were restored to its 
original security ; but they must also admit, that it was con- 
trary to every principle of right and justice, that individuals 
should be permitted to send into that house, two, four, or six 
members of parliament, to make a traffic of venal boroughs, as 
if they were household utensils. It seemed a point agreed upon 
in England, that a parliamentary reform was necessary ; he 
should mention, he said, the opinion given by Lord Chatham, 
upon whose posthumous fame the present administration so 
firmly stood defended by the nation, though that great and iHus- 
trious man had been neglected for ten years by the public, and 
so large a portion of his valuable life suflTered to be lost to the 
community* What were his sentiments on that important mat^ 
teri His words most strongly enforced its necessity : in his 
answer to the address of the city of London, in which he said, 
that a reform in pariiament was absolutely necessar}*, in order 
to infuse fresh vigour into the constitution, and that rotten bo- 
roughs ought to be strucken oiF. A decision in England had 
established that doctrine. 

Lord John Cavendish, the late Chancellor of the exchequer^ 
supported it ; and the borough of Shoreham's measure was 
intended to be made general. 

^Much argument had been drawn against the measure from 
the people's overawing that house i but he asked gentlemen, if 
they had not known many benefits to have resulted from the 
people's interference with their representatives ? Let them ga 
back to Lord Carlisle's and some other administrations before 
him ; was not parliament, in direct opposition to the sentiments 
of the people ; and had not they reason to change their opinions 
in subsequent administrations, when the sentiments of the^peo- 
pie without doors overturned those of people within. They 
recovered your authority, continued he ; do you restore them 
their priviUges. 

They were a body of men, that ought always to be mentioned 
with respect in that house^ while it continued to enjoy the con- 
sequence it had acquired from their exertions. That he would 
> endeavour to give a concise account of what the nation expect- 
ed* That the people should have a real, and not a nominal re- 
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presentation. That the unjust privileges of boroughs should 
be abolished. That the election of their representatives should 
be in the body of the people. And that corruption should be 
checked in the elected as well as the elector. ^ 

It was to be expected, from the natural impetuosity of the 
Irish, that the volunteers should violendy engage in every pur- 
suit^ that tended to keep up their consequence, and extend 
the cause of liberty, which they had long identified with the 
necessity of arming. The generality of them unquestionably 
were sanguine for a reform of parliament. They were spirited up 
by Mr. Flood, and his friends, loudly and stroiigly to urge their 
claims of reform : and were on the other hand buoyed up with 
the conviction, that parliament dared not to refuse or resist 
them. The great contest, was on the second reading^of Mr« 
Flood's bill on the 20th of March, 1784. Mr. Monk Mason 
began the debate, and in a set and able speech, drew together all 
the general and particular objections at any time made against 
attempts at reforming the popular representation in parlia- 
ment.* 

Sir Boyle Roche said, the design of the biQ was to. transfer 
the franchise of election from the few to the many; or, in 
other words, to deprive the present possessors of the patronage 
of boroughs, and give it to another set of men : while they 
were endeavouring to gratify one set of men^ they should not 
act as tyrants to another. This bill would be a proscriptive 
act against the Roman Catholics, who would be all turned out 
of their farms to make room for forty shilling freeholders. The 
Roman Catholics were a brave and loyal people ; their loyalty 
had been proved in the fire of adversity ; they required only 
that portion of liberty, which the legislature should deem con- 
sistent with the happiness of their fellow subjects. But if the 
constitution were to be broken up, and a new one to be formed^ 
they had as much right to an equali^ of representation as any 
other set of men. He would, therefore, make an amendment^ 
^^ That Protestants be expunged from the bill, and the words 
^^ persons of any religious de&omination, inserted in their 
" stead." 

The Speaker informed them, that the amendment, till the 
question before the house, ^^ whether die bill should be com- 
mitted," was decided, was premature. 

This objection to the bill was also urged by Major (now Ge- 
neral) Doyle, who said, ^ But, Sir, the greatest objection to 

this, is the grievous oppression, that will be thrown upon 



it 



* In order that the reader may have before hit eyes at one view tbejnoonda 
of opposing this attempt at reform^^Mr. Mason'a speech is given at full length 
in the Appendis, No. LX2U. 
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^ three-fourths of as loyal subjects as his majesty can boast of, 
^^ I mean the Roman Catholics of Ireland ; an enlightened par- 
^^ liament had done away the illiberal prejudices of former ages ; 

and should they, in the very act of renovation, re-rivet those 

chains, from which that parliament freed them ? That would 
^^ operate cruelly against the Roman Catholic tenant ; for no 
^' sooner would his lease expire, than he, his wife, and helpless 
^^ children, would be set adrift to make way for the Protestant 
'^ freeholders, to augment the influence of the petty bashaw 
" of the barony : the proposed extension of the right of suffrage, 
^^ excluding the Roman Catholic, was adding insult to injury; 
** they brought the cup of liberty to his parched lips, but, like 
*• Tantalus, precluded him from the taste." 

Mr. Grattan so far differed in his patriotic efforts to serve his 
country from Mr. Flood, that until they had procured a consti- 
tution, he. was< indefatigable and foremost in every exertion, that 
could tend to promote the cause of civil freedom : he had la-^ 
boured incessantly till the year 1782; and when Great Britain 
had, with superior wisdom and liberality, called upon Ireland to 
state her own terms, and had most m^ignanimously granted 
them without stint or cavil, for a time he appeared to rest upon 
his oars : he never receded from the principles he avowed : 
though his enemies objected to him, that the relaxation of his 
fervour was an tfFect of the donation of 50,000/. There never 
was any personal cordiality between Mr. Grattan and Mn 
Flood J the purity of Mr. Flbod's patriotism appears to have 
been much questioned, from the recency of its birth, the doubt- 
fulness of its parentage, and his intemperance in the indulgence 
of the novelty. On this important debate, Mr. Grattan was the 
only member of the house who did not exceed his usual powers* 
He temperately observed, that the question before the house 
was, whether the bill should be committed ? And that question 
should be decided by the principle of the bill, and not by any 
defect in its clauses* He believed that bill never would be car- 
ried into effect ; but a bill might be formed by correcting all its 
. defects, still preserving its principles. The committee was the 
place to make alteration or improvement. 

That the bill was an innovation on the constitution, he de- 
nied ; the fundamental principles of the constitution were abused 
by the corruption of boroughs, and if they were so, reformation 
had become necessary. That bill went to first principles ; it 
was an innovation upon abuse ; but a renovation of the consti- 
tution. What was the octennial bill ; what were the election 
laws, but innovations upon abuses, and renovations of first prin- 
ciples ? Their forefathers were not so apprehensive of innova- 
tion : the great charter was an innovation upon tyranny ; the 
bill of rights was also such an innovation ; but they were both 
restorations of the people's rights* 
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It was said, that the bill would increase both the oligarchical 
and democratical factions of the state; that was impossible ; 
the power of the commons and of the people, were the same ; 
and he was a bad man, who would wish to separate them. It 
was not three hundred gentlemen sitting in parliament, that 
were the commons of Ireland, but those gentlemen and their 
constituents together : it was that alliance, that gave strength 
and longevity to the constitution, which long ago would have 
fallen under tyranny, if not supported by the people ; that was 
the cause why the constitution of England had not fallen, as 
that of France had done, for want of .such an invigorating prin- 
ciple. 

Another argument was, ^^ that we ought not to disfranchise 
those persons, who at present enjoy the right of voting in bo- 
roughs ; but could that be called a franchise, which was used as 
a private property, either to be sold or given away ? Besideer, 
they imposed no hardships on those people, but what the lav 
had already imposed ; for the law of the land disallowed the 
selling seats in parliament. 

He had declared his approbation of the principle of th# bill, 
and would vote to have it committed ; so far would he go, and 
no farther : he would not commit the parliament, nor give their 
consent to any act or resolution, or expression injurious to the 
commons^ because that would be to discredit their authority; 
and impeach the law-makers ; and what had they been contend- 
ing for, but the supremacy of their parliament? He acknow- 
ledged their constitution had some defects, but such as it was, 
\x was the best existing ; and though it might be a proper sub- 
ject for reform, it ought not to be the subject of calumny. Mr. 
Pitt had set a proper example : animated with his father^s pa- 
triotic spirit, he wished to invigorate the constitution of his 
country, to supply it with^ strength, and remedy its infirmities ; 
but he felt a dutiful respect, which restrained him from any 
violent or rash proceeding. He knew, that if by any excess 
of the reformer, a reform were once lost, every hope must pe- 
rish with it. 

Gendemen had intimated, that discontents might prevail 
among the volunteers and the people, if that measure should be 
rejected ; he doubted not there might be some little ebullition ; 
but nothing less than a miracle could convince him, that they 
would ever violate the public peace and good order ; they were 
restrained by the constitution they possessed, and by the fame, 
which they had acquired. When he declared that opinion of 
the volunteers, he knew he spoke before men, who in conjunc- 
tion with them, had done more than the barons at Runnymede, 
or the convention parliament; men who had acquired more by 
wisdom and discretion, than others with the sword. He did 
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not like the distinction, which said, the people, and not parlia« 
ment, acquired the fl;reat objects, for which that countxy lately 
contended : the distinction was not just or true ; they were ac- 
quired by an happy concurrence and union of both. 

Who acquired the free trade ? The House of Commons. 

Who acquired the repeal of the 6th of Cieorge the 1st i The 
House of Commons. 

Who restored the appellant jurisdiction i The House of 
.Commons. 

Who framed an Irish mutiny bill i The House of Coin- 
mons. 

In a word, who obtained all, that could be demanded or de« 
aired ? The House of Commons, backed, not bullied, by the 
volunteers ; supported, but not intimidated. The volunteexB 
never did, nor never would attempt to overawe that parliament, 
under which they formed: that parliament, which they had 
pledged their lives and fortunes to support. 

As the principle of the bill went to a reform, he would vote 
lor having it go into a committee ; the defective clauses might 
there be altered, as was done in the case of the bill for relieving 
their Catholic fellow-subjects, which he had the happiness to 
support. The right honourable gendeman who introduced that 
bill, being convinced of its imperfection, consented to a total 
alteration of its form, retaining its principle and spirit ; the 
4ame thing might be done with this bill ; and he sincerely 
wished it the same effect. 

About four o'clock on Sunday morning, the question, whe* 
ther the bill should be committed, was put, and on a division, 
the numbers were.... 

Ayes - - 85 

Noes - - 159 

Thus, for the present, was put an end to the grand question 
of reform in parliament. The majority of 74 was too decisive 
not to deter the partisans of reform from attempting any thing 
further upon the subject. Two other objects of great national 
importance were brought before p^liament that session ; the 
regulation of the revenue, by Mr. Grattan, and the improve- 
ment of commerce, by Mr. Gardiner : the first on the 3 1st of 
March,* the last on the 2d of ApriLf 

The backwardness of the parliament in seconding the wishes 
of several of the armed associations, and their assumption of a 

* The speedhes of Mr. Grattan and of Mr. Beresford, lay open the whole 
•ystem of reyenue in Ireland at that time> and are to be seen in the Ai^ndiz> 
No. LXXII. 

t Mr. Gardiner^s speech is eiren in the Appendix, No. LXXIII. as a most 
valuablie piece of historical information on the commerce of Ireland, 
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fight to give instructions to, and watch the motions of their 
constituents in parliament^ had so sharpened the rancour and 
animosity of the people, that they flew out into the most auda* 
cious outrages. * On the 5th of April, a complaint was made to 
the house of a breach of privilege^ by seversd persons riotously 
breaking into the house; two of the persons guilty of the of« 
fence, having been seized by the serjeant at arms, were ordered 
to be prosecuted, and immediately Mr. Foster moved a com* 
mittee to enquire into the conduct of the magistrates of the city 
of Dublin, respecting an outrageous mob, which had broken 
into the house that day, and behaved riotously and abusively to 
several of the members, in which it was unanimously resolved^ 
that an address should be presented to the lord-lieutenant, that 
he wQuld be pleased to issue a proclamation, offering such reward 
as he should think proper, for the discovery of such persons, 
as had been concerned in tumultuously breaking into the house, 
or who had incited or encouraged odiers thereto ; and on the 
same day a complaint was made of several paragraphs in a 
printed newspaper, intituled, ** The Vohinteer^a youmal^ or 
Irish Herald^ published that morning; which bemg read, it 
was unanimously resolved, that the said paper was a daring, 
false, scandalous, and seditious libel on the proceedings of that 
house, tending to promote discontents among his majesty'is 
subjects, to create groundless jealousies between that kingdom 
and Great Britain, to alienate the affections of the people fron^ 
his mdesty's government, and to excite an opposition to the 
laws of the land : and it was ordered, that the printer and pub>^ 
lisher of the paper should forthwith attend the house. 

On the same day Mr. Foster moved, that the printer and 
publisher of The Evening Chronicle^ should also be brought to 
the bar of the house, the same seditious and libellous paragraphs 
havine also appeared in that paper: and almost immediately 
after, ne reported from the committee appointed to enquire into 
the conduct of the magistrates on that occasion. The house 
came to the following resolutions, viz. 

^^ Resolved^ That it appears to this committee, that the Right 
^^ Hon. Thomas Green, the lord mayor, received notice on Mon» 
*^ day last, at nine o'clock, from Mr. Secretary Orde, that he 
" had information of an intended tumult in the city on that day; 
^* and that the lord mayor had seen, on Sunday evening last, one 
^^ of the seditious hand-bills, which were dispersed throughout 
" the city on that day. 

** Resohedy That it appears to this committee, that notwith* 
^ ^^ standing such information, the said lord mayor did not take 
** any step to prevent the tumultuous rising of the people, which 
*^ happened in this city on- Monday last* 
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" Resolved^ That it appears to this committee, that the said 
*' lord mayor has not acted with that caution and prudence which 
*' becomes the magistrate of this city." 

Mr. Griffith said, he thought the lord mayor had acted with a 
becoming regard for the principles of the constitution* He had 
refrained from callingbn a military force, which the constitution 
abhors, until compelled by the last extremity. In doing this, 
he was warranted by the prudent and constitutional advice of 
Mr. Speaker. 

The Prime Serjeant said, that the lord mayor had entered 
upon his office at a time, when the city was in the most perfect 
state of tranquillity, and when its police was much more com- 
pletely regulated, than ever it had been at any former period. 
In that state, his predecessor's great ability and unwearied appli-^ 
cation to the duties of his high office, had left the city ; but 
hardly had Mr. Green entered upon his year of mayoralty, when 
he, who had been an active officer in the county of Wicklow, 
suffered every thing to run into disorder ; the streets became 
impassable, riots became frequent, and every duty neglected. 
The man who could so far forget himself, as not to prevent such 
tumults as had arisen, he said, must be considered as little 
better than an accomplice, and therefore, though with infinite 
reluctance he should consent to any thing disgraceful to a ma- 
gistrate, he thought Mr. Greene ought to be censured. 

The Recorder and Alderman Warren supported the lord 
mayor, as did Mr. Hartley. 

Mr. Hayes, of the county of Wifklow, said, that he had 
for many years known the lord mayor in that county, where he 
was esteemed a worthy public spirited man, and an active up- 
right magistrate. 

Upon a division there appeared, for censuring the lord mayor 
25, and 17 against it. 

Among other matters then pending. Sir John Blaquiere's 
paving bill' had created discontent amongst a large part of the 
citizens of Dublin, and many of them had petitioned against 
it.* On the 7th of the month, Mr. Alderman Warren said, 
that such was the tenor of that bill, as induced the inhabitants 
to think it inexpedient, agreeable to the petitions presented on 
the preceding day; that to prevent the grievances arising there- 
from, counsel ought to be heard, who were ready to attend at 
the bar. 

Sir Boyle Roche dissented, not only in approving of the 
principles of the bill, but also thought it repugnant to the dig- 

• 3 Pari. Debates. Although tlie peGtion were presented, yet was it not 
accepted by the house, which rejection irritated the populace very much : 
even the presentation of it is not noticed in the Journals. 
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nity of that house, to pay attention to the solicitations of an 
unruly people. He wanted to know if it were not an insult to 
the hduse, to have petitions offered up by ringleaders of mobs* 
He then entered into a detail of his being surrounded by a rio* 
tous mob near the Tholsel, and challenged by them to know, if 
he were not an abettor of Sir John Blaquiere's bill; but as a 
guildess man, that could never be intimidated, he declared he 
was; in consequence of which, he found hims.lf ingulphed in 
a vortex, whence he could not extricate himself; and on 
demanding who they were, he received for answer, that 
they were the aggregate body. Thus he perceived, that if 
Napper Tandy thought proper to go into the remotest recesses 
of that city, and excite the inhabitants to acts of desperation, 
these meetings were to be legalized by the specious appellation 
of aggregate bodies* 

The Recorder, in the strongest terms, reprobated the whole 
bill, as a system of unexampled tyranny and oppression. It 
placed, he said, in the hands of a set of low persons, (for com- 
missioners acting for 150/. a year could be no other) a power to 
fine and torment with all the insolence of authority, every citi- 
zen of Dublin. It gave them power to raise taxes, and to borrow 
money; to summon whomsoever they thought proper before 
their tribunal : and upon neglect or disobedience, to impose a fine 
of 40/. By this inquisitori^ act, the father would be compelled 
to give evidence against his son^ and the son against his father 
before that honourable board. 

The principle of the bill, he said, was utterly repugnant to 
the law and constitution; and although the mover of the bill 
expressed his readiness to admit of any reasonable amendment 
to it, that could be suggested, he objected to the whole prin« 
ciple, as utterly incapable of being modelled to the public 
benefit. 

In this licentious disposition of the public mind, Mr. Foster 
had been particularly marked as an object of obloquy^ in the 

* This appears to have been the case from what Mr. Gardiner remarked 
in the debate. <' The contiDiiation of abuse, which is thrown upon one of the 
most virtuous characters in this house ; a man, to whom the trade and agri* 
culture of Ireland is more indebted, than to any other person living, demon* 
atrates the necessity of the bill. No man can serve this country as things 
are -now conducted, without becoming at one time or other the object of 
calumny. I have experienced this myself, though now I happen to be a 
favourite, possibly with as little reason, as my right honourable friend is the 
mark for obloquy. 

" The licentiousness of the pi«ss is so greats that no man can rest one hour 
secure, that his character wiU not become the prey of some hireling defamer* 
A bill, therefore, to secure character from malignant attacks, is absolutely 
necessary. Nothing can be more moderate than the princinle of that whicn 
is now before us. It allows ^very man to p\d>li8h whatever lie thinkf pK^cr^ 

VOL. III. % 



8» AN HISTORICAL REVIE>V 

newspapers : he therefore brought in a bill for restrainhig the 
liberty of the press, which was the only remaining subject of 
importance, that was agitated in parliament during the session. 
It was then opposed by sonre of the opposition. . 

On the 2d reading of the bill, Sir Edward Crofton said, he 
was astonished that a bill of such a dangerous tendency to the 
constitution, and so violent an attack on the liberty of the sub- 
ject, should be agitated in such thin houses. He considered 
the press as the strongest bulwark of the constitution; and as 
he valued that constitution, would resist toy measure of a ten- 
dency to lessen its securities. He then moved, that the second 
reading be postponed to the 1st of August. 

Mr. Foster said, that it was highly unjust to suppose any 
injuiy intended to the liberty of the press by the bill in ques- 
tion ; the manifest design of that bill was to preserve the liberty 
of the press, by curbing its licentiousness, which of late had 
grown to such a degree of enormity, as to become a national re- 
proach. The bill was not intended as a restraint upon any roan, 
to prevent his publishing his sentiments or opinions. If the bill 
should pass^ every man would hereafter be at full liberty to pub- 
lish whatever he should think proper, with this difference only, 
that if a jury of his countrymen should deem such publication a 
false, scandalous, or malicious libel, he would be answerable. 
After a very warm debate, the house divided, 22 for the ad- 
journment, and 77 against it. .On a subsequent day Mr. Brown- 
low supported the bill ; and Mr. Grattan said, the necessity of 
the first clause of the bill, that for making known the real name of 
the printer or proprietor of every newspaper, was apparent, and 
if carried with unanimity, would produce the most salutary con- 
sequence. There was one paper, said he, that teemed with ex- 
hortations and incitements to assassination, which daily publish- 
ed such atrocious matter, as would not be suffered in any other 
country exis|;ing. Parliament was called upon to check such 
proceedings, and to guard the liberty of the press from the inju- 
ry it might receive, through the scandalous and licentious con- 
duct of the newspapers. He had no idea of wounding the li- 
berty of the press ; but if it were suffered to go on in the way it- 
then did, one of two things would ensue ; it would either excite 
the unthinking to acts of desperation, or it would itself fall into 
utter contempt, after having disgi^ced the nation. To prevent 
either of which consequences, he thought parliament called upon 
to interfere consonant to the spirit of the constitution, not by 
imposing any new penalty, nor by compelling printers to have 

only makinf hihi rcsponsibks for what he does publish. This is siipply the 
principle of the bill ; if thf?pe be any defect in its clauses, tliat may be remtr 
died by going into a committee." 3 Pajrl. Debases, p. 162. ' 
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their publications liceoBed, but merely to oblige them to put 
their names to their newspapers* 

The House of Commons had ordered their Seijeant at Arms 
to take the publishers and printers of the offensive newspapers 
out of the custody of the civil power, and commit them over to 
military escorts, under which they were more cruelly and se- 
verely treated, than they could have been by the civil power. 
Against these illegal stretches of power, some of the warmed 
patriots vehemently exclaimed. Ahhough the bulk of the house 
were against them, the agitation of the question upon the unwar- 
rantable exercise of a rigour so manifestly beyond the law, 
produced in that ferment* of the public mind the very worst of 
consequences. 

* General Luttrelli who was at no time a popular favourite, may by some 
be suspected of having exaggerated the truth, when on the I2th of April, he 
said in the house, no country was ever disgraced in the manner Ireland.had 
lately been ; nothuig less than essays in praise of munler, investigating the 
different means, by which it might be perpetrated, and giving preference to the 
poignaixl as tlie most certain and least dangerous to the assassin. There was 
no place in the world where excitements to murder would be permitted j and 
if the mobs there committed murders, they must be attributed to the news- 
sprinters, who, not content with assassinating characters, had proceeded to the 
shedding of blood. The bill before them, would, lie hoped, remedy that enor- 
Tnity, and also another, which they had latrl)- im]x>rtecl from London, that is, 
the raising contributions by defaming, /jf threatening to defame innocent per- 
sons. He hoped a ncwsp^iper would no longer be abJe to say, give me so 
much money, or your character shall be destroyed by calumny. This is like 
the means used to raise contributions by a set of infamous miscreants in Eng- 
land, against whose practices the legislature of that country was compelled to 
exert itself ; they used to threaten persons, that if not paid for silence, tliey 
would accuse them of crimes, which to mention, shocks our nature : how much 
better, he asked, have been tlie practices of some news- printers here ? 

Mr. Gardiner, however^ who was at that time the prime favourite of the 
people, as lie was tlie avowed advqcate of tlie distressed manufacturers, thus 
confirmedthe General's statement :.../' I have been in some degi*ee, the inno- 
" cent cause of tlie disturbances that have prevailed of late ; but 1 trust the 
*' house wilt do me the justice to recollect, that I did declare in November 
** last, upon the very first appearance of them, that if the people would not da-* 
** sist from all violence, and demean themselves in a peaceable manner, I 
" would - abandon the eause,- which I had undertaken. And could I have 
** foreseen the tamults that have happened, I certainly would have been as 
" good as my word ; nol* will I infuture ever undertake the smallest thing fovi 
** vie relief of the manufacturers, if the people continue to act so improperly 
*' as of late they have dc^ne ; and I hope the gentlemen who divided with me 
" upon the question of protecting duties, will make the same determination. 

'* As to tlie bill now before us, the first clause is on all hands admitted ; 
'* and^e necessitv of the last, (by which the hawker of any unstamped, in- 
" flammatory, or libellous paper, may be compelled to prove from whom he 
" received it,) is obvious. It was by the inflammatory liand-bill lately disi 
*' pei*sed, that all this tumult has been excited, as I am well assured by the 
<< working people themselves, who declared, that they had no idea of stirring 
*' till they saw it. 

" I must say once more, thatjiad I foreseen what was to happen, I never 
'* would have undertaken the cause of the manufacturers ;• and I feel myself 
** extremely hurt uttlw improper conduct of the working people : I lament it 
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Towards the close of the session Lord Hilwarlin's* motion in 
the House of Commons for a special address to the lord lieute- 
nant, declaratory of their approbation of his Grace's just and wise 
administration, produced some very angry debates for several 
days. The treasury bench resounded with the highest eulogies 
of the peculiar and signal advantages of the Duke of Rut- 
land's administration. His most impressive panegyrist was 
Mr. Foster who in answer to the three chief arguments from the 
opposition benches, namely that the people was discontented, that 
the session had been disgraceful, and that the House of Com- 
mons was unpopular, thus expressed himself. ^^ They say, the 
^^ people have cause to be discontented. I deny it, unless they 
^^ mean that cause, which no human power could prevent, the 
*^ inclemency of the late season. The utmost efforts indeed 
*^ have been made to alleviate it, by the com bill and other mea- 
^^ sures : I know the news-{)aper3' have taken pains to inflame 
^' the public mind, and to irritate the passions of the people, 
^^ by false and seditious writings ; and those, who credit the 
^^ falsehoods of newspapers may be discontented, but I will not 
^^ believe, that there are many such ; the more reasonable and 
^^ discerning persons cannot be misled, they must see, that their 
** representatives have been watchful of their interests, and that 
*^ that session of parliament had been distinguished by many 
*^ wise and beneficial acts. They say, that it has been a dis- 
^^ graceful session. He had sat many sessions, and he never knew 
'^ one wherein so many good acts had been passed, or more pub- 
^^ lie benefits procured. They said, that house was unpopular : 
^' unpopular it might be with the promoters of discontent and 
^^ sedition, but it was popular with the wise and discerning : it 
*^ would be a fatal day to Ireland, when the people should quar- 
^^ rel with their parliament. The privileges of that house were 
^^ the privileges of the people : its strength was their's, and if 
** they failed to 9uppoft its strength and its privileges they were 
** undone." 

The cry on the other hand from the opposition benches was 
for what bounties received from the Duke of Rutland were the 
people of Ireland to offer up their thanksgiving? Was it for the 
rejection of their favourite bill to reform the representation in 
that house, and to renovate the constitution ? Was it for the pre- 
cipitate dismissal of the equalization bill, without deigning it any 
oiler of redress, any slight promise from the minister to sooth the 
disappointed? Was it for that lenient and equitable act the post* 
office bill, the adoption of which from a former administration 

'< on their own account, because parliament nerer will be driven into mea- 
•<< sures; and though oUierwise what I promised might be taken up and car- 
^ ried into effect, perhaps in a less degree, yet wl41e riot and disturoanc^ con* 
^ tinuci nothing can be done..** 
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only aggravated the injury i Was it for the contemptuous rejection 
of every resolution proposed there, to enforce the residence of cer« 
tain absentee great officers of the state, who drew immense 8ala« 
ries from that kingdom, and squandered them in another, inatten- 
tive to, and negligent of the duties anneoced to these offices ? Waa 
It for filling the streets of the capital of that free country with an 
armed host, not amenable to the control, and derogatory to the 
privileges of its peaceful citizens ? Or was it for the transform- 
ing the House of Commons into a court of star chamber, and 
converting the Castle from an Irish court to a French bastile^ 
or a Grenada inquisition ? The thanks the pec^le owed for 
such benevolences were in fact rendered by the torrent of dia* 
approbation and discontent out of deors, which rolled ffrom 
shore to shore of that kingdom, loudly proclaiming their dis- 
approbation, of the administration of his Grace of Rudand in 
toto* 

The original address, which was highly flattering to the lord 
lieutenant, was carried by a very decided majority.^ After- 

* The foUowxng was the address presented to the lord lieutenant (11 Jouni. 
Com. p. 382.) 

To bis Grace Charies Duke of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant General and Ge- 
neral Governor of Ireland. 

The humble address of the Knights, Citizens, and Borgetses in parliament 
assembled. 

** May St pleass tour GmACSy 

** W£ his majest^s most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
" commons of Ireland, in parliament assembled, see with particular satisfac* 
*' lion the arrival of that period, which calls upon us to review the varioua 
** measures of our session, and to testify to your Grace thereupon the warm 
" sense of our oblig^ion and duty. 
** We have at once to congratulate ourselves, and to acknowledge the good^ * 
ness of our sovereign, in the appointment of a chief governor, mio by atten« 
tion to regulate his conduct by our wishes, hath fully confirmed the justice 
of that early confidence, which we zealously professed in the liberality of 
" his disposition, and the spirit of his hereditary virtues i a just estimation 
** of such qualities must ever render him the favourite of a spirited and gene- 
** rotis nation. 

" We are persuaded, that his majesty hath observed with pleasure oui* at- 
'' tention to those objects, which were recommended to our deliberation at 
" the opening of the session, and has graciously accepted the assurance of 
** satimction, which we have repeatedly expressed in the blessings of our 
*' happy constitution. 

** And when we reflect upon the measures we have taken to ensure a con- 
" stant supply of corn under every possible circumstance ; upon the prospect -. 
" of benefit in the management of the revenue ; upon our attention to make 
'* the additional security of private property a cause of increase to the na- 
** tional credit; upon our provision for the improvement of the metropolis; 
" and our encouragement of useful establishments, and of various branches of 
*' trade and manutacture, we doubt not of receiving the true reward of our 
** services, in the approbation of our sovereign, and in the gratitude of our him 
** low* subjects. 
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wards Mr. GrifEth moved an address to his majesty, which 
spoke more dubiously of the lord lieutenant's exertions to 
second the calte of the country for the improvement of manu- 
factures and other commercial advantages, which was so mode- 
rate and so transcendently true, that Mr. Foster, fearing to 
permit it to go to a vote, artfully compromised the matter, and 
brought over Mr. Griffith to the treasury ^ench, where with the 
sdteration of some few words, which Mr. Griffith did not con- 
sider very material, such an address was settled as should meet 
with no opposition. Mr. Griffith in concluding a very warm 
and impressive speech, before he moved his original address, 
added these emphatical words. He hoped, '^ that no man would 
*' be bold enough to move the previous question upon it, the 
^^ previous question, that political bowstring, with which the 
*' mutes of the Castle strangle every honest subject, which they 
** dare not openly arraign." The address amended and settled 
by Mr. Foster, which was voted unanimously, was, " That his 
^^ faithful commons humbly begged leave to approach his ma- 
** jesty's throne with hearts full of gratitude for the many bles- 
** sings they enjoyed under iiis wise and benignant government : 
'^ and at the same time to express to his majest)* the deep concern 
'* they felt for those distresses, which affected many of the 
*' lower ranks of manufacturers in that kingdom. That his faith- 
** ful cominons begged leave humbly to represent to his majesty, 
^' that his majesty's subjects in Ireland had always been a loyal 
" people, and had, on every occasion, manifested the warmest 
*^ attachment to his majesty^s royal person and family. That as 

** We reflect with trae pride and satisfaction upon the solid advantages^ 
*• which have been obtained for this country within a very short period. We" 
M are aware of the situation of the empire, and the peculiar circum stances » 
*• which have prevented the adjustment of some points, which concern our * 
** trade and manufactures, and we rely upon tlie readiness of your Grace's 
«< liberal and benevolent assistance for the furtherance of such ppactical mea- 
** sures as deliberate wisdom and g^eneroiis policy may adapt to our real 
** necessities and general interests. 

" As guardians of the rirhts and safety of our fellow subjects, as well as 
" assertors of the national honour, we have felt ourselves called upon to ex- 
<* press our abhorrence of tumult and of seditious publications ; zealous to 
** uphold the true spirit of the constitution, we have made it the object of our 
'* unanimous resolution to defend its genuine liberty ag^nst the attacks of 
'• licentiousness. 

<' We have not suiFeried to escape our grateful observation the early anxiety, 
*» which your Grace manifested to remove every apprehension of party preju- 
« dices or partial charges in the councils or measures of government. We 
" feel and acknowledge the benefits arising from such a principle ; we have 
** studied to shew a sincere disposition to confirm them, by a liberal imita- 
** tion ; and we shall be zealous to concur in diffusing throughout every part of 
*' the* kingdom the successful influence of so happy an example. Convinced 
« as we are of tlie importance to tliis kingdom of a steady and perman«nt 
*« administration, it is our ardent wish, that his majesty may long contitULe 
'* your Grace in tlie government of IreDand.'* 
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" they were deeply impressed with his majesty's paternal care 
^^ and affection, they entertained the warmest hopes that the 
*' interval between the close of the present session and the 
•* beginning of the next would afford sufficient opportut&ity for 
^* forming a wise and well digested plan for liberal arrangement 
^' of commercial intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland 
** to be then brought forward. That his faithful commons 
^^ humbly begged leave to assure his majestv, that such a plan, 
^^ formed upon the broad basis of reciprocal advantages, would 
** be the most effectual meftns of strengthening the empire at 
^' large, and cherishing the comnK)n interest and brotherly 
" affection of both kingdoms/' 

The parliament was prorogued on the 14th of May, 1784, and 
the lord lieutenant concluded the session with a Speech appro- 
priate to the important and critical situation of the kingdom. 
That was the first time the Duke of Rutland had personally 
addressed the parliament. The difficulties of the session were 
greater from without, than from within the walls of the senate. 
It appears from the efforts of some of the members upon the 
armed associations when the session was over, that attempts were 
made to carry the questions lost in parliament by a majori^ out 
of it. After the prorogation the discontent and violence of the 

*My Lords and Gentlbmbn, 

"IN addressing yon for the 6r8t time in'parliament, at the 
*< close of the session, I embrace with pleasure the occasion, which is afforded 
" me of returning you my affectionate acknowledgment for the cordiality of 
*' my reception, and the early assurances of your confidence. And I am at 
** the same time highly gratified in being authorized to communicate to yoa 
'* the sentiments of perfect satisfaction with which his majesty approves of 
«< your exertions for the public welfare* 

" Gentlemen of the House or Qdmmons, 

'< I am happy in obe^g his majesty's commands, to thank you for the 
** cheerfulness with which you have made provision for the exigencies and 
'< honour of his government. Let me assure you, on my part, that the readi- 
*' ness with which you' have granted supplies stimulates my utmost atten- 
*' tion and care, that they shall be managed with oconomy, and applied with 
" prudence. 

" My Lokds and Gentlemen, 

** You will have much satisfaction in reflecting, that the various objeets 
" which, ip consequence of the acknowledged independence of the legislature, 
" were recommended for your deliberations, at the opening of this session, 

have been diligently pursued and accomplished. 

'* You liave wisely given yaur sanction to the extraordinary expedients, 

which it has been necessary to employ in order to preserve the kinc^dom 
'*' from famine ; and I feel great satisfaction in the prospect, that they will be 
" prevented for the future, by the new and judicious arrangement of your com 
** laws, and the improved extension of your agriculture. 

" I see with pleastire the exertions of an humane and liberal principle, 
** which has prompted you to give encouragement to the national hidustry, by 
" favourable regulations and well directed boi^ities. I have warmly at heart 
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people rather increased than diminished. The populace fre* 
quently assembled, and committed unjustifiable outiages ; they 
attacked the houses and persons of shopkeepers, who were sus- 
pected of not favouring the non-importation agreement, and in 
ftome instances they proceeded after the American fashion 
to the desperate measure of ^* tarring and feathering.'' Some 
of the most daring received punishment : and the mob once 
{proceeded to such extremities, that one of the high sherilFsy 
Mr. Kirkpatrick, in endeavouring to suppress them, received si 
severe wound in the head, and matters would have proceeded 
to more serious consequences, had not a party of the military, 
headed by another magistrate, fortunately came to the sheriff^s 
assistance. 

As the principal objection to the introduction of Mn Flood's 
bill for a parliamentary reform was, that it originated with an 
armed body, it was now thought expedient to attempt the mea- 
sure in some way less exceptionable. The sheriffs and chief 
magistrates were therefore called upon to convene the inhabit 
tants of their respective counties, fully to discuss that measure ; 
and such a meeting having been convened at Dublin on the Tth 
of June, 1784, at which the high sheriffs presided, the following 
resohitions were agreed to, viz. 

*• the advancement of your trade, and Uie success of all your manufactures^ 
** and I 'shall not fail either to consider, or to represent those instances where* 
•« of the peculiar circumstances of the empire have hitherto prevented a 
'' fuU investigation, and which shall be found to require a further adjust* 
•* ment. 

'* The useful reflations proposed to be introduced into the collection and 
'* management of the revenue ; Uie security of private property, and exten« 
** sion of national credit, bv depositing in the bank of Ireland, the money of 
*• suitors in the courts of chancery and exchequer; the plans for improving 
" the metropolis, calculated not more for oraament and splendour, than for 
** health and convenience ; your unanimous determination to defend the free- 
** dom of the constitution against the attacks of licentiousness ; and yoiu* 
** attention to the support of charitable institutions^ are all unequivocal testi« 
** monies of your wisdom, humanity, and justice. 

«« I have not failed to convey to our sovereign the satisfaction you have so 
•• decidedly expressed in the blessings of tJiat happy constitution, which you 
•* enjoy under his majesty's auspicious government. • Sensible as you are of 
•• tiiose eminent advantages, it can hardly be necessary for mc to desire, that 
•• you should be attentive to impress them on the minds of others, over whom 
** your superiority of rank and information must and ought to give you a just 
** and benevolent influence. 

•• I have a sure confidence, that diuing your residence in your respective 
^ counties, you will seek to direct and encourage the industry of your neigh- 
** bourhood, in the pursuits best adapted to their situations, and by which 
«• the community at large may be most effectually benefited. You will point 
*f out to them the real resources of a free and fertile country, under the bles- 
** sings of peace, and the mild protection of the laws ; and you will not suffer 
«• misapprehensions to perplex, or false informations to misguide them. 

" It is my happiness and pride to reflect, that our united attention has been, 
«* and is directed to the sanie objects, of maintaining and advancing the rights^ 
•* the dignity, and the prosperity of Ireland, and the general interests of the 
'• empire.* 
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. ** ^^^^A;^^ unanimously, Thatthe present imperfect represent 
^^ tation, and the long duration of parliaments, are unconstitu- 
^^ tional, and intolerable grievances. 

" Resolved unanimously, That the voice of the commons of 
*' Ireland is no less necessary for every legislative purpose, than 
*' that of either the sovereign or the lords ; and . therefore the 
^^ people claim it as their just, inherent, unalienable privilege, to 
" correct abuses in the representation, whenever such abuse g 
^^ shall have so increased as to deprive them of their constitu-* 
*^ tional share in their own government* 

" Resolved unanimously, That the people of Ireland have, 
^^ and always had a clear, unalienable, and indefeasible right to 
^^ a frequency of elections, as well as to an adequate and equal 
^^ representation, founded upon stronger grounds than that 
^^ of any act or acts of parliament ; and that the attainment 
^^ of those constitutional important objects, is the most effectual 
^^ expedient for restoring and securing the independence of par- 
*' liament. 

" Resohed unanimously. That the present inadequate repre- 
^' sentation, and the long duration of parliaments, destroy that 
^^ balance, which by our constitution should subsist between the 
" three estates of the legislature, render the members of the 
" House of Commons independent of the people, procure de« 
" termined majorities in favour of every administration, and 
*^ threaten either an absolute monarchy, or that still more odious 
** government, a tyrannical aristocracy. 

" Resolved unanimously. That the majority of the House of 
** Commons is not chosen by the people, but returned by the 
** mandates of peers of the realm and others, either for indigent 
*' boroughs, .where scarce any inhabitants reside, or for con- 
*' siderable cities and towns, where the elective power is vested 
" in a few. 

'* Resohed unanimously. That the venality and corruption of 
** the present House of Commons evinced by the many arbitra* 
^^ ry acts passed in the last session, and the contempt and indig- 
" nity, with which they treated the applications and petitions of 
" the constituent body, oblige us now to request the people at 
^^ large to unite with us in the attainment of a more adequate 
*^ representation, and in petitions to the throne for a dissolution 
" of the present parliament* 

" Resolved unanimously. That the strength of a nation con* 
/' sists in the union of its inhabitants. 

** Resolved (with one dissenting voice). That a participation 

in general rights must for ever engage mankind to operate 

most eifectually for each other. 

VOL. III. x 
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" Resolved therefore (with one dissenting voice), That to ex- 
^' tend the rights of suffrage to our Roman Catholic brethren^ 
^^ still preserving in its fullest extent the present Protestant go- 
** vemment of this countr}% would be a measure fraught with 
*^ the happiest consequences, and would be highly conducive to 
** civil liberty. 

^^ Resohed unanimously, That a committee of twenty-one 
^^ gentlemen be now appointed to prepare an address to the peo- 
^^ pie, requesting their co-operation with us ; and also, a petition 
*^ to his majesty, stating our grievances, and praying a dissolu- 
** tion of the present corrupt parliament, in whom we cannot 
^ place any trust or confidence, and that they report the same 
^^ to this body on Monday the 21st of June instant." 

The committee having at a future meeting made their report, 
the following address to the people of Ireland was agreed to and 
published by that meeting. 

" Friends and Countrymen, 

" Permit us, the inhabitants of the city of Dublin, with all 
*^ the affection due to fellow, subjects, and that anxiety which 
" every citizen must feel for his native country, to address you on 
*' the most important subject, that ever engrossed the attention 
** of a free people. 

" Long and painfully have we endured, in common with you 
all, the miseries arising from the abuse of power, and the well 
** known defects in the present state of representation in the 
" Commons House of parliament ; defects tending to the total 
^^ annihilation of our boasted form of government, and ptbduc- 
** tive of the highest oppression to the, inhabitants of this loyal 
" and independent nation. 

" It is with reluctance we find ourselves compelled to enter 
into a detail of grievances, which being felt by all, cannot be 
** unknown to any. But whilst we consider it prudent to justify 
" our proceedings to the world, we must intreat your indul- 
" gence, if we state particulars, which might otherwise be thought 
** unnecessary. 

" Perfectly sensible must you be of that aristocratic influence, 
*' which has rendered the representation of the people merely 
^^ nominal, and destroyed that equal balance in the three estates 
** of the legislature, on Which alone depends the existence of 
" our glorious constitution. You have beheld the charters 
granted to divers boroughs in this kingdom, entitling the bo- 
dies thereby incorporated to a return of representatives, 
*' abused and perverted to the most destructive purposes, inso- 
** much that the intention of the crown in establishing these bo- 
** rough towns, has been frustrated by the artful practices of 
^^ designing tnen ; and persons returned to parliament from de- 
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*^ f>opuIated places, where scarce any inhabitants exist, or for 
^^ considerable cities and towns, where the^ elective franchise is 
^^ confined to a tew. Nor is it less notorious, that tKe pro- 
^^ priLioia of the soil, where such depopulated boroughs once 
*^ stood, have dared to usurp a power of selling seats to mem- 
^^ btrs in the present House of Commons, and by such unwar- 
^^ rantable and corrupt means have those purchasers become il« 
** legal representatives of the people. 

^*' Convinced by dear-bougbt experience of the many evils 
** irom hence arising, we have joined in every measure to ob-^ 
*' tain redress, which has hitherto been pointed out to us by the 
*^ complaining voice of an injured and insulted kingdom ; but 
^^ unhappily, we have as yet found every attempt ineffectual 

to restore the constitution to its pure and primitive princi* 
pics. 

" In vain did the noble assertors of liberty, composing the 
** volunteer army of Ireland (arrayed and embodied aj their own 
** expence, the unexampled protectors of their country against 

foreign foes and domestic usurpation), adjust by their dele* 

gates, agreeable to the desire of this nation, a more equal re- 
^^ presentation, solemnly and deliberately agreed upon. In vain 
^^ did the united voice of the electors of this kingdom, through 
*' every free country, city, and borough, declare itself in favour 
f^ of such plan of reform, and instruct their several representa- 
* *^ tives to support the same. In vain was an attempt made by 
" the real friends of their country to introduce such plan into^ 
^^ parliament, and obtain it the sanction of a law» The baneful 
^^ influence of corruption and venality prevented any success ; 
^^ and with equal folly and audacit}^, were the justifiable demands 
^^ of the people treated with ignominy and contempt. 

^^ Had the persons thus obtruded into the parliament, of this 
^^ kingdom considered it with a due degree of justice and mo- 
*^ deration, possibly tho legality of their tide to a share in its le« 
^^ gislature might have remained unexamined, or at least uncon- ' 
*' troverted. But when usurpation is followed by injury and in- 
^ suit, that nation must be composed of slaves indeed, which 
*^ can tamely submit, without any exertion in its defence. 

^^ But the policy of our oppressors lost sight of this principle, 
^ and not content with the exercise of an authority unconstitu- 
^' tionally derived, they have extended it to the entire destruc- 
*^ tion of our most valuable rights, and our civil and co^mer- 
^' cial interests. 

^^ Hence it is, that during the last session of parliament the 
^^ most wanton and reiterated acts of oppresion have been mul- 
^' tiplied ; personal liberty has been rendered insecure ; pro- 
^^ tecting duties (adopted by every wise nation) refused ; our 
^^ chartered rights infringed i the subject unconstitutionally and 
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^^ illegally imprisoned ; the trial by jury in many instances sus-* 
^^ pended ; the freedom of the press (that grand palladium of all 
^^ our liberties) violated ; an infamous power given to expose' 
*^ and restrain private correspondence ; a large standing army 
*' kept up* in the time of profound peace ; that badge of slavery' 
^' the stamp act, so disgracefully altered, as to make it a still 
*^ greater grievance, and taxation unnecessarily augmented, to 
'^ the general ruin of the nation. Such are the proceedings of a 
*^ parliament, in which the members of the House of Commons 
*' do not really represent the people, but have become the repre- 
*'*' sentation of an overgrown and overbearing aristocracy, raised 
*' upon the ruins of our rights and privileges ; whereby the ori- 
" ginal purpose of the democratic branch of the legislature is 
" defeated, the constitution effectually destroyed, and Instead of 
^' being a shield against unnecessary taxation, the commons are 
*' rendered the hired instrument to pillage an already impover- 
*' ished and distressed people. 

" Thus, fellow subjects and countrymen, is all confidence in 
" parliament, and the dignity thereof, destroyed, the trust of re- 
'^ presentation betrayed, the instructions of the constituent body 
*' of the people disobeyed, commercial interests negl.cted, and 
*^ emig/ation consequently promoted, to the great discourage- 
^^ ment of population and the diminution of the national wealth ; 
'^ and thus doth experience evince, that a House of Commons 
*' undLT the undue influence of either of the two other branches 
" of the legislature, is ever ready to betray the most sacred 
** rights of the people ; and we find that parliaments chosen as 
*' they now are, and- continuing for eight years as they now do, 
** wiii ever be composed for the most part of persons under the 
*' guidance of particular noblemen and others, solely aiming at 
** and perpetually contending for the power and emoluments of 
" office. 

^' Enjoying the advantages lately held out to us by our sister 
•*' kingdom, who with equal justice and magnanimity, unequivo- 
*' cally acknowledged and restored to us our right of exclusive 
^' legislative, and to maintain a strict amity with whom, is not 
*' less our inclination than otir interest, we have to regret, that 
'* internal situation of our own country, that corruption and ve- 
" nality^ which pervade our senate, and those defects already 
*' pointed out in our legislature, which prevent our pursuing 
*' means, that under the free enjoyment of our constitution, and 
" with the prudent direction of virtuous rulers, might render \xs 
^' a prosperous, happy, and united kingdom. 

" Failing in every other mode of redress, we have been now 
** induced to approach the throne, by an humble petition, pray- 
^* ing;the dissolution of the present parliament, and seeking 
^' that relief from our most gracious sovereign, which has beeiy 
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*^ indignantly and intemperately refused by those, who assume 
" to be the delegated servants of the people. Nor do we doubt 
** of success, if, meeting with the approbation of our fellow sub* 
^^ jects (which can alone render effectual this salutary andneces- 
*' sary measure), we shall be supported by their warm and zeal- 
'^ ous co-operation in bringing those national grievances to the 
" ear of majesty. 

" Convinced of the necessity, we cannot however presume to 
** point out any specific mode for a parliamentary reform in the 
" representation of the people : that, in which all are equally con- 
cerned, must receive from all their approbation and support. 
We call upon you therefore, and thus conjure you, that in this 
*' important work you join with us as fellow subjects, countiy- 
*' men, and friends, as men embarked ii^ the general cause, to 
** remove a general calamity ; and for this we propose, that five 
** persons be elected from each county, city, and great town in 
*' this kingdom, to meet in national congress at some convenient 
** place in this city, on Monday, the 25th day of October 
^* next, there to deliberate, digest and determine on such mea« 
^^ sures, as may seem to them most conducive to re-establish 
^' the constitution on a pure and permanent basis, and secure 
*' to the inhabitants of this kingdom, peace, liberty, and safety. 

" And whilst we thus contend, ^s far as in us lies, for our. 
*' constitutional rights and privileges, we recommend to your 
" consideration the state of our suffering fellow subjects, the 
** Roman Catholics of this kingdom, whose emancipation from 
** the restraints, under which they still labour, we consider not 
** only as equitable, but essentially conducive to the general 
** union and prosperity of the kingdom. 

** Trusting with the most perfect confidence in your concur- 
" rence and support, we entertain the strongest hopes of freeing 
" our country from that yoke of bondage, which domestic ene- 
*' mies have thus imposed on It. The majesty of the people 
" will then reassume its proper influence in the guidance of the 
** state, and divine providence, knowing the justice of our cause, 
^^ will graciously assist us in obtaining those rights, to which we 
<^' arc entitled by the laws of God and nature. 

" Alex. Kirk Patrick, juh. 1 «, '{f ^ 
*' Benjamin Smith, J ^* 

And the following is a copy of the petition or remonstrance 
to his majesty, which was also agreed to by the aggregate meet- 
ing: 
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^ To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

^ The humble Petition of the Freemen, Freeholders, and In* 

^^ babitanu of the City of Dufc4in. 

*^ Most Gracious Sovereign, 

" PERMIT us, your loyal and dutiful sub- 
^* jects, with every senttnfent of duty and attachment to your 
*^ majesty's person, family, and government, to approach the 
** throne with the greatest respect and humility, to lay a national 
•* grievance of the highest importance to your crown and dignity, 
^ and to the liberties and properties of your people of Ireland, 
** at your majesty's feet. 

" The grievance your distressed subjects thus humbly pre- 
^ sume to lay before your msnesty, is the present illegal and 
^^ inadequate representation of the people of this kingdom in 
^^ parliament ; iUegal, because the returns of members for bo- 
^ roughs are not agreeable to the charters granted for that 
" purpose by the crown; and inadequate, because there are as 
•' many members returned for each of those boroughs, by a 
^* few voters, as are returned for any county or city in this king* 
*' dom. 

** Bom in a country where your petitioners, from their ear- 
** liest infancy, were taught to believe the laws for their govem- 
*^ ment passed through a House of Commons elected by the 
♦* people, they conceived their liberties founded on the most 
" firm basis; but finding laws passed, inimical as well to your 
" majesty's crown as their rights (which are inseparable), they 
** were led into a minute enquiry of the cause, and discovering 
" the same to proceed from the present insufficient mode of 
•* representation, and the long duration of parliament, which 
** render even the few members, who are constitutionally elected^ 
" nearly independent of their constituents, they now most hum- 
** bly beg leave to inform your majesty, that men thus elected 
*' cease to have any weight with your people, 

*' It is to the grand cause of aristocratic influence (jealous,* as 
" all inordinate power must be, of whatever may tend to shake 
" its establishment), and to the misrepresentations which have 
" been transmitted to your majesty of your faithful subjects 
" of Ireland, that we attribute many arbitrary and alarming pro« 
^^ ceedings in the last session of our parliament. 

" A bill for the more equal representation of the people 
" (the desire of millions of your faithful subjects), has been 
" refused even a discussion in our parliament. 

" Protection has been denied to our infant trade and manu- 
^' factures, which England thinks necessary to the maturit}"^ and 
** vigour of hers. 
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^ A violent attack has been made on the liberty of the press ; 
*^ that supplement to the laws, and palladium o£ liberty, a terrof^ 
*^ only to ^'rants, and apostates. 

^^ Alarming restrictions on the commercial and friendly com* 
*^ munications of your majesty's subjects, have been imposed by 
♦* the Post Office Act. 

" A general system of prodigality seems to have been adopted 
*^ for the purpose of burdening our trade, and damping all spiril 
*^ of industry: and emigrations consequently encouraged, ar» 
•* now encreasing to an alarming degree. 

'* A manifest infringement has been made on the ancient and 
*^ sacred charter of the capital of this realm ; and instead of the 
'* constitutional trial by jury, a novel tribunal instituted, fron^ 
** whose sentence there lies no appeal. 

*^ It is with infinite concern we are obliged to add, that your 
^'majesty's ministers in this kingdom have assisted in all the 
*^ measures, of which we thus humbly complain ; a circumstance 
*' the more extraordinary, as your majesty has lately thought it 
'^ necessary to appeal to the British electors at large, against 
'^ the power of an aristocracy, and as your majesty's first minis* 
'^ ter in England has virtuously declared himself friendly to the 
*' principal measure, which has been here rejected (we mean « 
** more equal representation of the people) convinced, that' an 
^^ overbearing aristocracy is not less hostile to the liberties of 
^ the subject, than to the prerogative of the crown. 

^^ We farther intreat your majesty's permission to condemn 
^^ that remnant of the penal code of laws, which still oppresses 
*^ our Roman Catholic fellow subjects ; laws which tend to 
*^ prohibit education and liberality, restrain certain privileges^ 
*^ and to proscribe industry, love of liberty, and patriotism. 

^* Deeply affected by these national calamities, we, your mai* 
*^ jesty's faithful and loyal subjects, the citizens of Dublin, do 
*' therefore most humbly bee; leave to supplicate your majesty, 
** that you will be graciously pleased to exercise your royal 
** inclination to adopt with decision and effect, whatever youv 
*^ majesty shall collect to be the sense of the people. 

" That your majesty may enjoy every felicity through a long 
*.* and glorious reign over loyal and happy subjects, and that your 
*^ descendants may inherit your several dominions till time 
*^ shall be no more, is and alwajrs will be our sincere and fervent 
•* prayer. 

•*■ Signed by order, 

** Alex. Kirx Patrick^ 
** Bekjakik Smith." 
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This petition was presented' to the lord lieutenant by the 
*' high sheriffs, with an address to his excellency requesting it 
" might be transmitted; to which they received the following 
** answer : 



t( 



Gentlemen, 



" AT the same time that I comply with 
** your request, in transmitting 'to his majesty a paper signed 
" by you, entitled A Petition of the Freemen, Freeholders and 
.*' Inhabitants of the City of Dublin, I shall not fail to convey 
*' my entire disapprobation of it, as casting unjust reflections 
** upon the laws and parliament of Ireland, and tending to weaken 
" the authority of both." 

These proceedings of the city of Dublin were seconded by 
other parts of the kingdom ; but the whole was frustrated by 
the interposition of government, and prosecutions by informa- 
tion, &c.,were commenced against different persons, by whom 
such aggregate meetings had been assembled* The high sheriff 
of the county of Dublin (then Henry Stevens Reilly, Esq.) was 
sentenced to fine and imprisonment by the Court of King's 
Bench ; however, after a few days* confinement, he was libe- 
rated, and the fine reduced on acknowledging his error, and 
making a public apology in that court. 

It may be seen, that the repeated defeats of the advocates for 
reform in parliament had not abated their ardour in the pursuit 
of their favourite object. In despair of any deliberate co-opera- 
tion from parliament, they had confidently turned their applica- 
tions to the quarter, fjTom whence experience had taught them 
to look for effectual redress. As government had not hitherto 
▼entured to question the legality of the volunteer associations, 
the more thinking part of them were astonished and discon- 
tented at the strong disapprobation of their conduct conveyed 
in the lord lieutenant's answer. Although the resolutions and 
addresses of the aggregate meeting were stronglj', aijd by 
some thought intemperately expressed, they were notwithstand- 
ing the result of much consideration and temperate delibera- 
tion.* Such however was the credulous enthusiasm of the 

• Whilst the business of equal representation was in ag'itation at a meeting 
"•f the convention in Dublin, a pretended letted was produced from Lord Ken- 
mare, purporting to convey the general sentiments of the Roman Ciitholioa o£ 
Ireland, in wliich they were made to express their perfect satisfaction with 
what had been abeady done for them, and that they desired no more thaa 
peaceably to enjoy the privileges they had obtained. But thoujj:h this letter 
were publicly disavowed, both by the respectable person, from whom it was 
said to have come, and by a general assembly of the committee of the Irish 
Catholics, who acknowledged themselves to have too great a resemblance ta 
the rett of their species to be desirous of opposing any thing that tended to 
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tnajority of them in the cause of reform, that even after the dis- 
piriting and angry answer of the lord lieutenant, they could not 
be persuaded, that either his grace or his former zealous col- 
.league, Mr. Pitt, had receded from, dropped or renounced the 
reforming principle they had lately avowed with«so much ardour. 
Accordingly, on the 8th of July, a petition to the king was con-* 
veyed to Mr. Pitt, by the inhabitants of Belfast, nearly of the 
same t^nor with that of the citizens of Dublin. In the month 
of September,* Mr. Pitt informed them, in his answer, " That 
^^ he had undoubtedly been, and still continued, a zealous friend 
^^ to a reform in parliament, but that he mu^t beg leave to say, 
that he had been so on grounds very different from those 
adopted in their petition. That what was there proposed^ 
he considered as tending to produce * still greater evils than 
any of those, which the friends of reform were desirous to 
" remedy." 

The cause of reform received about this time a more fatal 
blow from the disunion, which broke out amongst the volun- 
teers themselves, on the subject of admitting the Roman Cath'o* 
lies to the rights of election. In an address presented by the 
Ulster corps to their general, the Earl of Charlemont, after some 
strong expressions of their detestation of aristocratic tyranny, 
they hinted at the necessity of calling in the avd of the Catho- 
lics, as the most just as well as effectual means of opposing it 
with success. In answer to this address, the Earl of Charle- 
mont, lamented that, for the first time, he felt himself obliged 
to differ from them in sentiment. He was free from every 
illiberal prejudice against the Catholics, and full of goodwill 
towards that very respectable body, but he could not refrain 
from the most ardent entreaties, that they would desist from a 
pursuit, that would fatally clog and impede the prosecution of 
their favourite purpose. 

• As this nobleman was highly and deservedly respected, his 
opinion was eagerly embraced, both by the timid, whose appre- 
hensions were alarmed at the bold extent of the project, and by 
a great number whose prejudices against the Catholics appear 
to have been suspended m)m conveniency or fashion though 
never conquered by principle. In the month of October, the 
dianks of the corporation of the city of Dublin were voted him 
for his conduct on that occasion. 

The meeting of a national congress was a measure of toa 
alarming a nature, not to attract the most serious attention of 

their relief, and that thejr ahould receive with jfratitude any indulgence tha 
legislature should be willing to rrant tliem, yet, in the plan of reform digested 
at that meeting, they were len precisely m the same situation at boim. 

VOL. IIU N 
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government ; and it appears to have been their resohitioti to 
take the most vigorous steps foi" preventing it if possible. A 
few days previous to that which was fixed for the election of 
delegates for the city of Dublin, the attorney general addressed 
a letter to the sheriffs, expressing his very great surprise at hav- 
ing read a summons signed by them caUing a meeting for the 
purpose in question. He observed, that by this proceeding, 
they had been guilty of a most outrageous breach of their duty ; 
^d that if they proceeded, they would be responsible to the laws 
of their country, and he should hold himself bounden to prose- 
cute them in the Court of King^s Bench, for a conduct, which 
he considered so highly criminal, that he could not overlook it. 
These threats succeeded so far as to intimidate the sheriffs 
from attending the meeting in their official capacity ; but the 
meeting was nevertheless holden, delegates were chosen ; and 
in revenge for the attorney's letter, several strong resolutions 
were agreed to, relative to the right of assembling themselves 
fpr the redress of grievances. Government having once set 
their faces against the election and assembling of delegates, from 
denouncing threats, they proceeded to punishments. 

Mr. Riley, high sheriff for the . county of Dublin, in conse- 
quence of his having called together, and presided at an assem- 
bly of freeholders, who met on the 19th of August, 1784, for 
the purpose of choosing and instructing their delegates, was the 
first object of ministerial prosecution. The attorney general 
proceeded against him by attachment from the court of King^s 
Bench. The assepdbly, and the resolutions they came to on 
that occasion, signed by Mr. Riley, in his character of sheriff 
for the county, were both declared to be illegal, and Mr. Riley 
was sentenced by the court to pay a fine of five marks, (3/. 6s» 
' 8^.) and to be imprisoned one week. 

This mode of legal process, except for the purpose of bring- 
ing persons before the court, to receive iht sentence of such 
court for contempt of, and disobedience to its orders arid direc- 
tions, has so seldom been reported to, that even the legality of 
the process itself, on any other ground, had remained a matter 
of general doubt and uncertainty. 

In the present case it met with much less opposition than 
might ha\'e been expected. Clamours without doors, and de- 
bates within, on the subject, there certainly were, but both too 
feeble arid ill-concerted to promise any success. The new di- 
vision of the volunteers into parties, took off the general atteti- 
tion to this attack upon the use of juries, which, in any other 
moment, would ftot have been so tamely tolerated. Of such 
import is it, when overstrong measures are to be attempted^ to 
prepare the public for the reception of them by ii^temal disunion 
or alarm. Government did not confine their prosecutioni to 
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^r« Rilejr* Having once adopted a mode of proceedbg, which 
so efii^ctually answered th^ end, for which they designed it, in- 
formations were moved for, and attachments granted against 
die diffierqit m^strates, who caH^d the meetings, and signed the 
respective r^olu^ioi^ of the freeholders in* the counties of Ros» 
common atid Leitr^. At the same time, the press too came uni- 
der the lash pf the ^ftorney-gencral : and the printers and pub- 
lishers of such newspapers, as had inserted the obnoxious re- 
^olu^ons, .suffered with the magistrates, who had signed them. 

Notwith^^nd]ng these violent measures which administra^P 
tion were pursuii^g, the national congress met, pursuant to its 
appointment, on the 25{h day of October. But as it was far from 
being complete in point of number, and several of its most re- 
spectable mpmbers chose to absent themselves, they adjourned, 
after having passed a number of resolutions to the same purport 
with those, that had been agreed to at the previous meeting ; 
and exhorted in the most earnest manner the communities, 
which had not sent representatives, if they respected their own 
consistency^ if they wished for the success of a parliamentary 
reform, and as they tendered the perpetual liberty and prosper 
rity of their country, not to let pass that opportunity of effect- 
ing the great and necessary confirmation of the constitution." 

The link of unanimity having been once severed, the fall of 
the armed associations into difference and contention was much 
more rapid, than had been their progress to union. The divi- 
sions of the volunteers were encouraged by government ; and 
for that purpose discord and turbulence were rather countenanc- 
ed than checked in many counties, particularly upon the deli- 
cate and important expedient of admitting the Catholics to the 
elective franchise, a question, which it was artfully attempted to 
connect with the now declining cause of parliamentary' reform. 
Through a long stories of years government had never wanted 
force to quell internal commotions ; and it seemed to be now 
dreaded lest an union of Irishmen should extinguish the old 
means of creating dissension. The desire of disuniting the vo* 
lunteers begat inattention to the grievances of the discontented 
and distressed peasantry of the south : that wretched and law- 
less rabble once more assumed the style of White Boys : and for 
some time committed their depredations with impunity, particu- 
larly against Kilkenny ; until a stop was put to them by the loyal 
and vigorous efforts of tlie Rev. Dr. Troy,* then the Roman 

* His Pastoral letter, or Circular Exhoi*tation, may be seen in the Appen. 
dix, No. LXXIV. on which occasion the following letter was written to lilm 
^y command ^f his excellency. 

Dublin Castle', 20tb Nov. 1784. 
" Sir, 

" I read with pleasure your forcible and well-timed Exhortation to 
*' the Roman Catholics of the diocese of Ossory, upon the re-appearance in 
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Catholic bishop of Ossory, and the clergy of his diocese i for 
*which successful exertions he received the most satisfactory ac- 
knowledgments from government. 

As the unanimity of the volunteers diminished, their spirit 
and exertions abated : something, however, was to be attempt- 
ed before the meeting of the parliament. On the second of Ja- 
nuary, 17B5, the second meeting of the delegates was had it 
Dublin, at which were present the representatives of twenty- 
seven counties^ and of most of the cities and considerable towns 
of the kingdom, amounting in the whole to more than 200 per- 
sons. Their proceedings appear to have been of the same na- 
ture as those before adopted, with this only difference, that in 
the proposed application to the House of Commons, it was 
agreed to confine themselves to the most general tenps, and to 
leave the mode of redress as free and open as possible to the 
consideration of parliament. 

The British Parliament sat to the 25th of August, 1784, and 
met again on the 25th of January, 1785 : and from his majesty's 
speech it appears, that ** their first concern was the settlement 

of all differences with Ireland* Amongst the tAjccts which 

now require consideration, I must particularly recommend to 
*^ your earnest attention the adjustments of such points in tht 
** commercial intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland as 
** are not yet finally arranged : the system which will uniteboth 
** kii\gdoms the most closely on principles of reciprocal advan- 
♦' tage, will, I am persuaded, best ensure the general prosperity 
" of my dominion.*' 

The parliament of Ireland met on the 20th of January, 1785, 
when the lord lieutenant thus addressed them : 

. My LOIIDS AND G£1>}TL£H£N„ 

*^ I HAVE his majesty's commands to meet 
** you in parliament, and to desire your advice and co-operation 
*' upon those affairs of importance, which in the present cir- 
** cumstances of the kingdom require your most serious atten- 
** tioD» 

^ in the county of Kilkenny of those execrable rioter* formerly caUecl White 
f* Boys. I thought it a justice due to you to lay it before the lorcl lieutenant ( 
'* and I have bis commands to assure you of the p^^'^ satisfaction he feels in 
•* the part you have tajcen for the preservation of peace, and preventing the 
** unhappy consequences, whicli musffollow from those wicked and deiuded 
'< people persisting in such outrageous violation of the law. I trust your eu- 
** deavours \(-iH have that success which they merit, and which claim thi 
^ esteem of all good men. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir* 

** Your most obedient humble servant, 



" TuokAs Ords. 
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•* <^ Whilst I lamented the lawless outrages and unconstitutioo- 
*^ al proceedings which had taken place since your last prorogii- 
^^ tkm, J had the sadsfaction to perceive that these excesses 
^ wcire confined to a few places, and even there condemned. 
^^ And I have now the pleasure to observe, that by the salutaiy 
^'•intlbrpos4tion<of the laws, the general tranquilli^ is re-estab- 
^lisheA 

*^ I am to recommend in the king's name to your earnest in- 
^* vestt^Cidn those objects of trade and commerce between this 
^^ kingdom and. Gr^at Britain, which have not yet received their 
Y' con^plete adjustment*' < In framing a plan with a view to a final 
**• settlement, you will lie sensible that the interest of Great Bn* 
^tain and Ireland ought to be for everrunited and inseparable. 
<^' And. his majesty relies on your liberality and wisdom £dr 
** adopting such an equitable system for the joint benefit of both 
^^ countries, and the support of the common interest, as will se« 
**'Curc mutual satisfaction and permanency.'* 

After the address had been moved and seconded. Lord £d« 
ward Fitzgerald said, he would not have had any objection to 
the address^ if it had proceeded in the usual mode, as mere com* 
plimentary matter of form ; but when it declared an approbation 
of the firm and moderate measures of his Grace's government, 
measures in which he could not coincide, he felt himself under 
the necessity of opposing that part of the address. He there- 
fore moved, that the words " experienced virtue and firmness" 
should be expunged, and the words, " and whose private vir- 
^^ tues entitle him to the esteem and regard of this house,'' should 
be Inser^d in their room. 

Sir Edward Crofton seconded the amendment. 

The great objection which the friends of reform had to the 
words ^Vmness and moderation^ arose out of the alleged illegality 
of the attachments issued in the course of the recess out of the 
'King's Bench. It was asserted on one side, though denied on 
the other, that the mode of attachment had been adopted be- 
-cause a jury could not be trusted on the occasion. The late 
prosecutions and attachments were traced up to the ministry, 
jand vehemently inveighed against by the opposition : they were 
strenuously defended as legal, moderate, and efficient, by the 
treasury bench. 

On the ensuing day a very warm debate ^irose out of an 
amendment proposed by Mr. Flood to the address to his ma- 
jesty : but he was not supported even by several of the staunch- 
est advocates for reform. Much was said both on the illegality 
^f attachments and parliamentary reform, though neiilier sub- 
ject were before the house. The attorney general, (Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon) boldly defended the legality and the necessity of attach- . 
ments. Mr. Grattan most severely reprobated the convention 
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of delegates, und lamented the change attempted to be intro- 
duced into the volunteer corps. The old ot^iginai voltintf^rs* 
^ad become respectable, because they represented the prop^r^ 
f»f the nation; but lately attempts had been made to arm the 

E»verty of the country* He condemned the meetipg of the de* 
gates, aiHl all other excesses, because tbej. prejudiced the 
reform in parliament, and at the same time they insujiied it8 
authority.^ 

His majesty's answer to the addresses, which was communi- 
cated to the commons on the 4th of Februaiy, 1785, spoke a 
yery determined, language against the attempt of the delegatesf 
to dictate to, and overawe the parliament. 

.The sessiion of 1785, in both kingdoms, was unusual lor its 
duration and the close attention, which the arduous subjeein of 
deliberation forced the members to give to their legislative 
duties. The commercial arrangements between Great Britain 
and Ireland, exercised the attention of both parliaments up 
wards of seven months* In the Irish House of Commons, the 
advocates for reform were not dispirited by the late answer 
of bis majesty, nor by the many vigorous measures adopted by 
government, from pursuing their favourite object. Upon this 
ground, Sir Edward Crofton, on the 4th of February ,t pre- 
sented a bin to preserve the freedom of parliament, by ascer- 
taining the qualifications of members to serve in the House of 

• Pari. Debates, p. 42. 

t This is the answer of his majesty. 

" GEORGE R. 

'* His majesty has received with great satlslaetioii, the 
'* dutiful and loyal address of the House of Commons, and the sentiments 
** tliercin expressed, of their zealous and affectionate attachment to his person 
** and government, as well as their just sense of the experienced moderation 
•* and firmness of their present chief governor. 

*' His majesty has the fuHest reliance, that his faithful commons will mak« 
" provisions for such supplies as may be suitable to the exigencies of the state, 
*' the interests of his people, and the honourable support of his government. 

*< His majesty has ohseWed with great concern the popular disturbances, 
" that have lately prevailed, from the intemperance and indiscretion of mis* 
*' guided men; ana confides in the constant* and strenuous endeavours of his 
** faithful commons of Ireland to prevent tlieir pernicious efiiects ; and their 
<* resolution, to reject and suppress every assumed authority, which may at- 
** tempt to dictate to the legislature, affords his majesty the highest satisfac* 
*< tion. His majesty is fully persuaded, that a proper deg^e of attention wiU 
'* be shewn in the consideration of such internal regulations as may be neces- 
'* sary for securing the peace and happiness of his subjects in Ireland, as well 
«' as for the settlement of all commercial objects between his kingdoms, ufxm 
M equitable and lasting principles, for the mutual advantage of the different 
(* parts of the empire : and they may depend upon his most ready concurrence 
** m the suj!>port of such measures as, upon a mature consideration, may 
** appear to draw closer those ties of interest and aflfection between the tfr6 
** countries, which are so essential to their general happinete and prosperity. 

G. -«.•• 

4 4 Part Debates, p. 79. 
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■Comtnons. THc tenor of the bill was to make 500/. per annum 
fbe simple estate the qualification for a knight of the shire ; 
and 300A per annum of like estate that for a citizen or burgess. 
This would have established too much independence in the 
house not to be opposed by ^e Castle interest. * The ardent 
"deciarations of Mr. Pitt in the British House of Coitatnons oh 
the first day of the session^ upon parliamentary reform, oti 
which, he said, he laboured incessandy, and was the object 
nearest to his heart, buoyed up their confideilce, that ih Ireland 
his friend and colleague in that cause, and now the organ of the 
British minister in Ireland, would not oppose its progress ih 
that kingdom, where it was more wanted, more generally and 
urgently called for by the people, and could be more easiljr 
effected than in Great Britain, whose prime minister had s6 
confidendy boasted of his wishes to bring it to bear.^ At a 

* Lard Surrey (now Duke of Norfolk) in obsernnj^upon tlie king's speech, 
mentioned the aUachznents, that had latelv been issued against sheriffs ia 
Ireland, for havine convened what he could not but consider as a meeting 
perfecUy lepi), and perfectly constitutional ; he trusted therefore something 
VRs intended to be done on the subject. To assetebley for the purpose of 
oonsiderinj? of a parliamentary reform, appeared to him to be the fast matter 
that should be proceeded against ; more especially in such an extraordinary 
way as by attachment. To this, Mr. Pitt said, (17 English Pari. Debated, 
p. 8) he was not sorry for what the noble lord-hikd said upon that subject: 0a 
tlie contrary', he was extremely glad that a parliamentary reform had been 

'mentioned. Perhaps he did not differ from the noble lord, in thinking that 
the most practicable mode of accomplishing the object of amending the reptt* 
mentation of the {leople, would havie been to bring it explicitly forward in his 
majesty's speech. Great and wise men had entertained ▼arious conceptions of 
that important matter. He was willing to give it aB the fair play, to which 
the ardent desire of the people, its own momentous consequence, and hia 
sincere inclination entitled it. On this business he laboured incessantly. It 
-was that which, of all others, was the nearest his heart: and at that refy 
early period of the session, to have stated it specifically, was impoflsible. 
Much was still to dp. His ideas were not matured. It comprehended a great 
variety of considerations : it related to the essentials or vitals of the consUtti- 
tion ; it tlierefore required the most delicate and unremitted attention } it was 
A path which he was determined to tread $ but he knew with what tenderness 
and circumspection it became him to proceed. He hoped, however, in a few 

' days, to be able to name a day, on which he should have the honour of submit- 
ting his proposition to the house. It^was his aim to propose a specific plan 
of reform, which, in his judgment, for of that only he spoke, and for that only 
he pledged himself, as every man would undoubtedly judge in so great and 
critical a case, according to the best of his own judgement, which he presumed 
would be an improvement of the constitution, as if it would confer petmanenej 
and effect on those principles which constituted its distinguishing excellence. 
To this measure he pledged himself, but did not feel any obligation to defino 
it at present ; nor was he willing to bring it forward too ear^, lest he might 
not leave himself sufficient time for digesting what he should think it incuiA- 

. bent on him to lay before the house. But he was anxious to impiove his plan 
with* whatever was requisite to render it effectual, and to bring iton witk evefy 

, solemnity which could contribute to its influence and respectability. He 

.should, tbetiiefore, choose, that a motion for a call of the .house shoud precede 
It, in order that the friends and opposers of th« motion might have a finr 
invitation cither to support or contest it. 
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tioote in which most important and final arrangements had beepi 
pending for the commercial intercourse between the sister-king* 
doms, and when it was notorious that a special treaty of com- 
merce had been long in agitation between Great Britain and 
France ; and the treaty for regulating the commerce between 
her and the United States of bofii America and Holland, wer^ 
still in an incomplete state, it speared necessary, that Ireland 
should, particularly as she was now an independent kiiigdam^ 
know how far her commercial interests were affected by those 
pending treaties with foreign nations : accordingly, Mr. Corry, 
on the 8th of February, moved the house, that an humble address 
should be presented to the lord lieutenant, that he would be 
pleased to lay before his majesty the humble address of th^t 
nouse, that his majesty would graciously condescend to order 
to be laid before that house copies of the preliminary and pro- 
visional articles of peace and commerce, and also the definitive 
treaties of peacp and commerce with foreign states, at and^ihce 
the conclusion of the last war. This reasonable motion havin|B^ 
been instantly opposed by the Chancellor of tlie Exchequer 
(Mr. Foster) and the secretary of state (Mr. Orde), the house 
from that time became diffident in the sincerity of govemmerit 
'to adapt the pending arrangements to the rights, interests, and 
dignity of that kingdom.* 

Previous to the meeting of parliament on the 20th of January, 
the British cabinet, in concert with commissioners appointed on 
the part of Ireland, had fonxied a plan for regulating and finally 
adjusting the commercial intercourse between the two countries : 
and on the 7th of February Mr. Orde laid it before the Hous'e 
of Commons, in the form of ten separate resolutions or propo- 
sitions, which he observed were founded on the words of the 
unanimous address of that house at the close of the last session 
recommending a plan for a liberal arrangement of commercial 
intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland, formed upon the 
broad basis of reciprocal advantage, as the most effectual means 
of strengthening the empire at large, and cherishing the common 
interest and brotherly affection of both kingdoms. The con- 
sideration of them was recommended to the house in the king's 
name, and Mr. Secretary went through them separately with 
some comment on each : litde opposition or even observation 

• Although the great object of the remaining part of the session were the 
arrangement of the commercial intercourse between the two conntrie», yet 
some other measures occasionally occurred in parliament. The Chancellor 6f 
the Exchequer stated the national debt tnen to amount to 3> 150,901/. 
lit. 5 l-4d> The usual number of 15,000 military was voted, though sll*6ngfy 
Op|)osed : and Mr. Ganliner*s motion for 30,000/. for arraying the militia, 
passed by a maiority of 1S9 against 63 ; though it were sti'enuously opposed by 
the^ remaining iiiends of the volunteers . 
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waa made by the house upon them in this stage : Mr. Forbea 
required time to consider and digest them, and warned the 
house against precipitancy in adopting them. Mr. Brownlow 
flew out indignantly at thie idea of their becoming a tributary 
nation : he rejected the gift, and hurled it back with scorn ; his 
never would consent to be a slave, or pay tribute. Such propo** 
sitions had been formerly made to America, and they had seeh 
the effects. Mr. Flood cautioned the members against going 
into a debate upon the propositions, as there was then no question 
before the house. On the 11th and 12th of February the housis 
was in committee upon the resolutions.^ They were strongly 

* 4 Joom. Lords, p. 550. The following was the fonn of the original pro- 
positions. 

" Ist. Retol^ted, That it is highly important to the general interest of the 
** British empire, that the trade between Great Britain and Ireland be encour- 
** a^ed and extended as much as possible ; and for that purpose, that the 
" intercourse and commerce be ftnaUy settled and regulated on permanent 
** and equitable principles for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

'* 3d. Metolved, That towards carrying into full effect so desirable a settle* 
** ment, it is fit and proper, that all articles, not the g^wth or manufacture of 
" Great Britain or Ireland, should be imported into each kingdom from the 
** other, reciprocally, under the same re&fulation, and at the said duties, if 
*' subject to duties, to which they are liable when imported directly from tfie 
'< place of their growth, product or manufacture ; and that all duties originally 
** paid on importation into either country respectively, shall be fuUy drawti 
" Dack on exportation to the other. 

<< 3d. Hesolved, That for the same purpose, it is proper, that no prohibition 
** should exist in either country, against the importation, use, or sale of any 
** article, the erowth, product, or manufacture of the other ; and that the 
«* duty on the importation of every such article, if subject to duty, in either 
** country, should be precisely the same in the one country as in the other, 
« except where an addition may be necessary in either country, in consequence 
" of an internal duty on any such article c^its own consumption. 

''4th. Jieioived, That in all cases where the duties on articles of the growth^ 
<< product, or manufacture of either country, are different on the importatioh 
** into the other, it would be expedient, that they should be reduced in the 
** kingdom where they are the Kighest, to the amount payable in the other^ 
" and that all such articles should l^ exportable from the kingdom, into which 
*' they shall be imported, as free from duty as the similar commodities or home 
^' manufactures or the same kingdom. 

'* 5th. Fesoltted, That for the same purpose, it is also proper, that in all 
.<* cases where either kingdom shall charge articles of its own consumption, 
*' witli an internal duty on the manufacture, or a duty on the material, the 
^ same manufacture, when imported from ^e other, may be charged with a 
« further duty on importation, to the same amount as the intemad duty on the 
" manufacture, or to ah amount adequate to countervail the duty on the mate* 
'* rial, and shall be entitled to such drawbacks or bounties on exportation* as 
** mav leave the same subject to no heavier burden, than the home made ma- 
*' nunctore ; such farther duty to continue so long only as the internal cori- 
" sumption shall be charged with the duty or duties, to balance which it shall 
** be imposed, or until the manufacttu*e, coming from the other kingdom, shall 
*' be subjected there to an equal burden, not drawn back or compensated oil 
«• exportation. 

'* 6th. Rewlved^ That in order to give permanency to the settlement now 
'* intended to be established, it b necessary, that no prohibition, or new or 

VOL. III. O 
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opposed by some, but hot by all of the opposition. Of all the gen* 
tlemen, who ultimately opposed them, Mr. Grattan appears to 
have entertained the roost favourable opinion of them in the first 
instance. ^^ I am anxious," said he, to say a few words, both 
^^ <m the new resolutions and the plan. The resolutions I think 
^^ absolutely indispensable. They have a threefold principle. 
* *^ The first is, after the expences of the nation are paid, to 
^^ contribute to the general expence of the empire. T^he second 
^^ is, that by making the surplus not applicable to the general 
^' expence till all expences are paid, it interests both the British 
^^ and the Irish minister^ in Irish (economy. The third is, to 
^' subject that surplus to the control of the Irish parliament. If 
^^ the other resolutions had not past, these ought still to be sup« 
^* ported. They put an end to debt ; they decide the great 

*' additional duties, fthould be hereafter imposed in either kingdom, on the 
*• importation of any article of tJie gro'vth, product, or manufacture of the 
" other, except such additional duties as may be requisite to balance duties 
'* on internal consumption, pursuant to the foregoing cesolution. 

** 7th. Retolved^ That for the same purpose, it is necessary farther, that no 
"prohibition, or new or additional duties, should be hereafter imposed in 
" eitlier kingdom, on the exportation of any article of native growth, product, 
<* or manufacture from thence to the other, except such as either kingdom 
** may deem expedient, from time to time, upon com, meal, malt, Hour, and 
'* biscuits } and also except where there now exists any proliibition which is 
" not reciprocal, or any duty which is not equal in both kingdoms^ in every 
*' which case the prohibition may be made reciprocal, or the duties raised s» 
** as to make them equal. 

" 8Ui. Hetol'Bedi That for the same purpose, it is necessary, that no bounties 
" whatsoever should be paid, or payable, in either kingdom, on the exportation 
** of any article to the oXhtr, except such as relate to com, meal, malt, flour, 
" and biscuits, and such as are in the nature of drawbacks or compensations 
'* for duties paid, and that no duty should be granted in this kinf^dom on the 
*' exportation of any article imported from the British plantations, or any 
'" manufacture made of such article, unless in cases where » similar bounty 
" is payable in Britain, on exportation from thence, or where such bounty is 
<* merely in the nature of a drawback or compensation of, or for duties paid 
**. over and above any duties paid thereon in Britain. 

'< 9th. Retolved, That it is expedient, for the general benefit of the Britisli 

** empire, that the importation of articles from foreign states should be regiN 

*' hited from time to time, in each kin^om, on such terlns as may afford an 

** effectual preference to the importation of similar articles of the growth, 

/* product, or n>anufacture of tlie other. 

" 10th. Heaolved, That it is essential to the commercial interests- of tbk 
*' country to prevent, as much as possible, an accumulation of national 4ebt, 
*' and therefore it is highly expedient, that the annual revenues of this kingw 
*' dom should be made equal to its annual expences. 

*' lltli. Uttolved, That for the better protection of trade, whatever sum the 
" gross hereditary revenue of this kingdom (after deducting all drawbacks, 
*' repayments, or bounties, granted in the nature of drawbacks,) shall pro- 
«• duce, over and above the sum of 656,000/. in each year of peace, wherein 
** the annual revenues shall be equol^ to the annual expences, and in each year 
*' of war, without regard to such equality, should be appropriated towards the 
'< support of the naval force of the empire, in such manner as the parUaiaent 
" of this kingdom sliaU dii a<;t«" 
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*' question of 1 7*53; they establish Irish (economy ; they maker 
^* the British ministry a guarantee to the integrity of this house, 
^' and the ceconomy of Irish administration. The plan is open^- 
^' fair, and just, and such as the British minister can justify 
^^ to both nations. He gave to England what she had a right^ 
** to expect, and perhaps they could not give her more." 

When all the resolutions had been agreed to, the chancellor 
of the exchequer moved for an address to his majesty, express 
sive of their gratitude to his majesty for the gracious recom** 
mendation of the plan to the consideration of the house, and of. 
their sanguine hopes of the happy effects thereof. On the 
same day (12 Feb. 1785) the resolutions and the address were 
sent to the lords, and unanimously agreed to. On the 22d of 
the month, the eleven resolutions agreed to by the Houses of 
Lords and Commons of Ireland were read in a committee of 
the British House of Commons, when Mr* Pitt opened the* 
business by calling upon the committee to debarass their minds 
of all bias and prepossession, which so much pains had been 
taken to create and diffuse throughout every part of the king. . 
dom. In treating that important question, he would beg leave 
to recal their attention to what had been, and what was the rela- 
tive situation of the two countries. They would recollect that, 
from the Revolution to a period within the memory of every 
man, who heard him, indeed until these very few years, the 
system had been that of debarring Ireland from the enjoyment 
and use of her own resources; to make the kingdom completely 
subservient to the interests and opulence of this country, with* 
out suffering her to share in the bounties of nature, in the indus* 
try of her citizens, or making them contribute to the general 
interests and strength of the empire. This system of cruel and 
abominable restraint had however been exploded. It was at 
once harsh and unjust, and it was as impolitic as it was oppres- 
sive; for however necessary it might be to the partial benefit of 
districts in Britain, it promoted not the real prosperity and 
strength of the empire. That which had been the system, 
counteracted the kindness of Providence, and suspended the 
industry and enterorise of man. Ireland was put under such 
restraint, that she was shut out from every species of commerce* 
She was restrained from sending the produce of her own soil to 
foreign markets, and all correspondence with the colonies of 
Britain was prohibited to her, so that she could not derive their 
commodities but through the medium of Britaia* This was 
the system, which had prevailed, and this was the state of thral- 
dom, in which that country had been kept ever sh)c« the Revo- 
lution. Some relaxation of the system, indeed, took place at an 
early period of the present century* Somewhat more of the 
restrictive laws were abated in the reign of George II. but it 
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was not until a time nearer to our own day, and indeed within 
the last seven years, that the system had been completely re- 
versed.* 

It was not to be expected but that when Ireland, by the more 
enlarged sentiments of the present age, had acquired an indepen- 
dent legislature, she would instantly export her produce and 
manufactures to all the markets of the world. She did so, and 
this was not all* England, without any compact or bargain, 
generously admitted her to a share in her colonies. She gave 
her liberty to import direcdy, and to re-export to all the world, 
except to Britain, the produce of her colonies. Thus much 
Vas done some years ago ; but to this moment no change had 
taken place in the intercourse between Great Britain and Ire- 
land themselves. Some trivial points indeed had been changed; 
but no considerable change had taken place in our manufactures 
exported to Ireland, or in theirs imported to England. That, 
therefore, which had been done, was still viewed by the 
people of Ireland as insufficient : and clamours were excited, 
and suggestions published in Dublin and elsewhere, of putting 
duties on our produce and manufactures, under the name of 
protecting duties. 

Having thus far relaxed from the system, which had been 
maintained since the Revolution ; having abandoned the com- 
mercial subserviency, in which we had so long persevered, and 
having so wisely and justly put them into a state, in which they 
might cultivate and profit from the gifts of nature; having 
secured to them the advantages of their arts imd industry, it 
was to be observed, that we had abolished one system, and had 
established another ; but we had left the intercourse between 
the two countries exactly where it was. There were, he said 
but two possible systems for countries situated in relation to one 
another like Britain and Ireland. The one, of having the 
smaller completely subservient, and subordinate to the greater, 
to make the one, as it were, an instrument of advantage, and to 
make all her efforts operate in favour, and conduce merely to 
the interest of the other. This system wo had tried in respect 
to Ireland. The other was, a participation and community of 
benefits, and a system of equality and fairness, which, without 
tending to aggrandize the one ot* depress the other, should seek 
the aggregate interests of the empire. Such a situation of com- 
mercial equality, in which there was to be a community of 
benefits, demanded also a community of burdens ; and it was 

* These nkelancholy tntthtf , to strongly stated by Mr. Pitt, of the def^ded 
snd distressed situation of Ireland, under the ancient system of its gOTemment, 
are so many consolatory reasons for the Irish findings in so incorporate union 
the impossibility of their repetition. 
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this aittiation, in which he was anxious to place the two coun- 
tries* ' It was on that general basis, that he was solicitous 6f 
moving the proposition, which he held in his hand, to complete 
a system, which had been left unfinished and defective* 

Mr. Pitt, after having fully passed in review the different be^ 
Befits lately granted to Ireland by the British parliament, ob* 
served, that the concessions now proposed to be made to that 
kingdom, in order to put the two countries on a fair and equal 
footing, he should reduce to two heads : 

First, The importation of the produce of our colonies iti 
the West Indies and America through Ireland into Gr^at 
Britain. 

Second, A mutual exchange between the two countries of 
their respective productions and manufactures, upon equal 
lerms. 

With regard to the first, he allowed it had the appearahce of 
militating against the navigation laws, for which England had 
ever had the greatest partiality. But as she had already allow* 
ed Ireland to trade immediately and directly with the colonies, 
he could not see how the importing of the produce of those co- 
lonies circuitously through Ireland into Great Britain could in- 
jure the colonial trade of this country^ which was a direct one, 
and therefore to be made at a less expence and risk, than that 
which was circuitous. 

In return for these concessions on the part of Great Britain, 
he proposed, that Ireland should agree to the payment of a cer- 
tain stipulated sum yearly out of the surplus of her hereditary 
revenue, towards defraying the general expences of the empire. 
He then concluded a very elaborate speech with moving the 
following general resolution t " That it was highly important 
^*' to the general interests of the empire, that the commercial 
^* intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland should be final- 
^' ly adjusted and that Ireland should be admitted to a perma- 
** nent and irrevocable participation of the commercial advan<» 
^^ tages of this country, when her parliament should perma<» 
** nently and irrevocably secure an aid out of the surplus of the 
*' hereditary revenue of that kingdom, towards defraying the 
*^ expence of protecting the genersd commerce of the empire in 
*' time of peace.'' 

Although the committee were not called upon that night to 
give any opinion upon the resolution. Lord North, Mr. Fox, 
and several of their friends spoke upon the subject, lest their 
silence might be interpreted into consent or approbation....* 
Whereas they much doubted, whether any system of intercourse 
were at that time necessary to be arranged between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland : and if so, whether the system, of which th$ 
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right honourable gentleman had given the outline, were such aft 
policy, expediency, and good sense required to be adopted. 

Mr. Fox entered more into the detail of the necessary effects 
of the resolutions, and concluded therefrom, that the whole, 
tendency of the propositipHs appeared to him to go the length 
of appointing Ireland the sole guardian of the laws of naviga* 
tion, and grand arbkress of all the commercial interests of the 
empire ; a trust he^lt no sort of inclination to part from out of 
our own hands, not even to delegate to Ireland, of whose ge« 
nerosity, loyalty, and gratitude, no man entertained a higher 
opinion. 

A fortnight elapsed before the subject again made its appear- 
ance ; during which time a report, prepared by a committee of 
the board of trade and plantations, was laid by the minister upon 
the table of the House of Commons, to assist its deliberations. 
This report was stated to be founded upon the declarations and 
opinions of some of the principal manufacturers and merchants 
in the kingdom, who had been examined by the above-mention- 
ed committee, and its particular object was to prove the expe- 
diency of that part of the system, which related to the reduc- 
tion of the duties pa3rable upon the importation of Irish produce 
and manufactures into Great Britain, to what the same sort of 
articles were charged with in this country. 

In the mean time the merchants and manufacturers, who had 
been examined before the committee, joined by great numbers 
of others from every part of the nation, met together for the* 
purpose of taking tlie Irish propositions into their consideration. 
jDuring the course of their proceedings it appeared, that the 
opinions of the former were in direct contradiction to the infe- 
rences, which had been dra^vn from their examination in the 
report laid before parliament. Whether this were occasioned 
by any change, which upon a fuller consideration had taken 
place in the minds of the merchants and manufacturers them- 
selves, or whether the committee of the board of trade and 
plantations had strained and perverted their declarations, it is 
not easy to determine. However, the consequence was, that it 
threw a considerable degree of discredit upon the report itself, 
and seemed to point out the necessity there was for the House ' 
of Commons to examine the different commercial and manu- 
facturing bodies concerned, at their own bar. This mode of 
proceeding gave the first check to the system in its progress 
through the house, whilst without doors it became more unpo- 
pular, in proportion as it became more thoroughly investigated; 
yet it must be allowed, that its unpopularity generally arose 
from different grounds. 

During the months of March and April, and even until the 
middle of the month of May, the house was occu|)ied in receiv* 
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ing petitions, and hearing evidence of manufacturel^ and mtr- 
chants of every description. The first of these petitions was 
from Liverpool : it was presented on ,the 3d of March by Mr» 
Gascoigne, and drew a considerable long speech from Mr. Pitt, 
to refute the conclusions drawn by the petitioners from their own 
premises. On the 16th of March Mr. Stanley presented a pe- 
tition from Lancashire, • signed by eighty thousand persons : 
sixty-four petitioils in the whole^ were presented against the 
propositions, from which the opposition strongly urged, that 
the sense of the country was against them. On no subject 
had Mr. Pitt ever spoken with more warmth and zeal. On the 
12th of May, 1785, Mr. Pitt brought forward, in consequence 
or under pretext of the new lights thrown upon the subject 
from the examinations, petitions, and reports, anew series of 
propositions or resolutions,*!* twenty in number, some of the ad* 

* Mr. Jenldnson in ar^ment in favour of the measure obserred, that the 
mmiber of petitions was no matter of triumph, for that ia Lord North's ad- 
ministration iifVy-one petitions had been presented in favour of Ireland. 

t The following was the form of the new resolutions orpropositions» vis. 

I. That it is highly important to the interests of both countries, that the 
commerce between Gi«at Britain and Ireland should be finaUy regulated on 
permanent and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of both countries. 

II. Tliat a full participation of commercial advantages should be perma^ 
nently secured to Ireland, whenever a provision, equally permanent and secure, 
shall be made by the parliament of that kingdom towards defraying, in propor- 
tion to its rrowing prosperity, the necessaiT expences in time of peace, of 
protecting uie trade and general interests of the empire. 

III. That towards carrying into full effect so desirable a settlement, it is fil 
and proper that all articles, not the growth or manufacture of Great Britain or 
Ireland, ** except those of the groinh, produce, or manufacture, of any of th* 
** countries beyond the Cane of Good Hope, to the Straits of Magellan," 
should be imported into each kingdom from the other reciprocally, under the 
same regulations, and at the same duties, (if subject to duties) to which they 
'* would oe" liable when imported directly from the jcountiy or place from 
whence the same may " have, been imported into Great Britain or Ireland i»« 
** spectively, as the case may be ;" and that all duties originally paid on importa- 
tion into either country respectively, except on arrack and foreign brandy, and 
on rum, and all other sorts of strong waters not imported from the British colo- 
nies in the West Indies, shall be fully drawn back on exportation to the other. 
** But, nevertheless, tha£ the duties shall continue to be protected and guaid- 
** ed, as at present, by withholding the drawback, until a certificate from the 
*' proper omoers of the revenue in the kingdom, to which the export maybe 
'* made, shall be returned and compared with the entry outwards " 

IV. That it is hisfaly important to the general interests of the British em- 
pire, that the laws for regulating trade and navigation should be the same iK 
Great Britain and Ireland ; and, therefore, that it is essential towards carrying 
into effect the present settlement, that all laws which have been made, er shall 
be made in Great Britain, for securing exclusive privilefpes to the ships and 
mariners of Great Britain, Ireland, and the British colonies and plantations, 
and for regulating and restraining the trade of the British colonies and planta^ 
tions, such laws imposing the same restraints, and ** conferring the same be- 
" nefits on tlie subjects of l)oth kingdoms, shoiUd" be in force in Ireland, " by 
*' laws to be passed by the parliament of that kingdom for the same time^ 
'* and" in the same manner as in Great Britain. 
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ditional being supplemental, others explanator)% and several 
entirely new. Thc^ chief objects of additional propositions 

V. Thatit is farther essential to this settlement, that all goods and commo- 
dities of the growth, produce, or manufacture, of British or foreign colonies 
in America, or the West Indies, and the British or foreign settlements on th^ 
coast of Africa, imported into Ireland, should on importation be subject to 
the same duties *< and regulations** as the like goods are, or from time to 
time shall be subject to, upon importation into Great Britain; *< or if prohi- 
*' bited from being imported into Great Britain, shall in like manner be prohi- 
*' bited from being imported into Ireland." 

VI. That in order to prevent illicit practices, injurious to the revenue and 
commerce of both kingdoms, it is expedient, that all gfoods, whetlier of the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, or of any foreign 
country, which shall hereafter be imported into Great Britain from Ireland, or 
into Ireland from Great Britain, should be put, by laws to be passed in the 
parliament of the two kingdoms, under the same relations with respect to 
l>onds, cockets, and other instruments, to which the like goods, are now sub* 
ject in passing from one port of Great B^tain to another. 

VII. That for the like purpose, it is also expedient, that when any goods, 
the growth, produce, or manufacture of the British West India islands, " or 
any other of the British colonies or plant itions," shall be shipped from Ireland 
for Great Britain, they should be accompanied with such original certificates 
of the revenue offices of the said colonies as shall be required by the law on 
importation hito Great Britain ; apd that when the whole quality included in 
one certificate shall not be shipped at any one time, the original certificate, 
properly indorsed as to quantity, should .be sent with the first parcel ; to iden- 
tify the remainder, if shipped at any future period, new certificates should be 
granted by the princ^al officers of the ports in Irelajid, extracted from a re« 

S'ster of the original documents, specifying the quiintiiies before shipped ^m 
ence, by what vessels, and to what ports. 

Vm. That it is essential for carrying into effect the present settlement, 
that an goods exported from Ireland to the British colonies in the West Indies, 
or in America, ** or to the British settlements on the coast of Africa," should 
from time to time be made liable to such duties and drawbacks, and put under 
such regulations as may be necessary, in order that the same may not be ex- 

f' orted with less incumbrance of duties or impositions than the like goods shall 
e burthened with when exported from Great Britain. 

IX. That it is essential to the general commercial interests of the empire, 
*' that so long as the parliament of tliis kingdom shall think it advisable that 
*• the commerce to the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope shall be car^ 
«* ried on solely by an exclusive company, having liberty to import into the 
«« port of London only, no goods of the growth, jiroduce, or manufacture of 
•• any countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope should be importable into Ire- 
** land fi-om any foreign country, or from any settlement in the East Indies be- 
longing to any such foreign country ; and that no goods of the g^wth, pro- 

* duce, or manufacture of the said countries should be allowed to be imported 
' into Ireland but through Great Britain ; and it shall be lawful to export 

* such g^ods of the growth, produce, or manufacture of any of the countries 
•• beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits of Magellan from Great 
** Britain to Ireland, with the same duties retained thereon as are now retained 
*' on their being exported to that kingdom ; but that an account shall be kept 
«* of the duties retamed, and the net drawback on the said goods imported to 
•* Ireland ; and tliat the amount thereof shall be remitted by the receiver ge- 
•« neral of his majcstj's customs in Great Britain to the proper officer of the 
•' revenue in Ireland, to be placed to the account of his majesty's revenue 
•• there, subject to the disposal of the parliament of that kingdom ; and that 
•* whenever the commerce to the said countries shall cease to be carried on by 
" an exclusive company in the goods of the produce of countries beyond the 
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were to provide, 1st. That whatever navigation laws the Bri* 
tish parliament should thereafter find it necessary to enact for 

" Cape of Go(A Hope to the Straits of Magellan, the goods should be im- 
*' portable into Ireland from coantries from which they may be importable to 
" Great Britain, and no other ; and that no vessel should be cleared out from 
'< Ireland for any part of the countries from the Cape of Good Hope to the 
'' Straits of Magellan, but such as shall be frei^ted in Ireland by the said 
'* exclusiye company, and shall have sailed from the port of London ; and that 
" the sliips going from Great Britain to any of the said countries beyond the 
•' Cape of Good Hope should not be restrained from touching at any of the 
** ports in Ireland, and taking on board there any of the goods of the growth, 
" produce, or manufacture of Great Britain." 

X. That no prohibition should exist in either country, against the importa- 
tion, use, or sale of any article, the growth, or manufacture of tlie other; ex- 
cept such as eitlier kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, upon 
com, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits ; " and except such qualified prohibitions, 
" at present contained in any act of the British or Irish parliament as do not 
*' absolutely i^revent tlie importation of g^ods or manufactures, or materials 
*' of manufactures, but only reg\ilate the weight, th« size, the packages, or' 
*' other particular circumstances, or prescribe the built or country, and di- 
** mensions of the ships importing the same ; and also, except on ammunition, 
** arms, pmpowder, aud other utensils of war, imporuble only by virtue of 
*' his majesty's licence ;" and that tlie duty oi% the importation of every such 
article (if subject to duty in either country) should be precisely the same in 
the one country as in the other, except where an addition may be necessary in 
either country, in consequence of an internal duty on any such article of its 
own consumption, " or in consequence of internal bounties in the country 
** where such article is grown, produced, or manufactured, and except such 
^' duties as either kingdom may judge expedient, from time to time, upon 
'' corn, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits." 

XI. That in all cases where the duties on articles of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of either countiy, are difi*erent on the importation into the 
other, it is expedient that they should be reduced, in tha kingdom where they 
are the highest, to an " amount not exceeding" the amount " payable in the 
" other;" so that the same shall not be less than ten and a half per cent, upon 
** any article which was charged with a duty, on importation into Ireland, of 
" ten and a half per cent, or upwards, previous to the 17th day of May, 17^ j»> 
and that all such articles should be exportable from this kingdom, into which 
tibey shall be imported, as free from duty as the similar commodities or home 
manufactures of the same kingdom. 

XII. That it is also proper, that in all cases where the articles of the con.« 
«umption of either kingdom shall be charged with an internal duty on the ma- 
jiufacture, the said manufacture, when imported from the other, may be 
charged with a farther duty on importation, adequate to countervail the inter- 
nal duty on the manufacture " as far as relates to the duties now charged 
** thereon ;" such farther duty to continue so long onlv as the internal con- 
sumption shall be charged with the duty or duties to balance which It shall be 
imposed ; and that where there is a duty on the importation of the raw matc- 
Tialof any manufacture in one kingdom, grater than the like duty on raw ma- 
terials in the other, such manufacture may, on its importation " into the other 
*' kingdom," be charged with such a countervailing duty as may be sufficient 
to subject the same, so imported, to *• burdens adequate to those whicli" the 
manuracture composed of the like raw material is subject to, in consequcnpe 
of duties on the importation of such material in the kingdom into which such 
manufacture is so imported ; and the said manufacture, so imported, shall be 
entitled to such drawbacks or bounties on exportation, as may leave tbe samo 
subject to no heavier burden than the home made manufacture. 

VOL. Ill, P 
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the preservation of her marine, the same should be passed by 
the legislature of Ireland. 2dly. Against the importing into 
Ireland, and from thence into Great Britain, of any other West 

^III. That, in order to give permanency to the settlement ncm intended to 
be est&blishedy it is necessary, that no new or additional duties should be here- 
mfler imposed in either kingiiom, on the importation of any article of the groulh^ 
produce, or manofacture of the otlier, except simh additional duties as may be 
requisite to balance the duUes on internal consumption, pursuant to the fore- 
gomg resolution, or in consequence of bounties remainmg on such articles 
when exported to the other kingdom. 

XIV. That for the same purpose, it isnecessanr, farther, that no prohibi- 
tion, or new additional duties, shall be hereafler imposed in either kiiwdom, 
on the exportation of any article of native growth, produce, or manufacture 
** froi^the one kingdom" to the other, except such as either kingdom may 
deem expedient, from time to time, upon com, meal, malt, flour, and biscuits. 

XV. That for the same purpqse, it is necessary, that no bounties whatsoever 
should be paid or payable in either kingdom, on tlie exportation of any article 
to the other, except such as relate to com, meal, malt, flour, and bi^uits,. 
•* and except also the bounties at present given by Great Britain," on beer, 
and spirits distilled from com ; and such as are in the nature of brawbacks or 
compensation for duties paid, and that no bounty should be " payable" on 
the exportation of any article to any British colonies or plantations, " or to 
the British settlements on the* coast of Africa," or on the exportation of any 
article imported from the British plantations, *' or from the British settlements 
*< on the coast of Africa, or British settlements in tlic East Indies ;" or a:ny 
manufacture made of such article, unless in cases where a simibu' bounty is 
payable in Great Britain, on exportation from tlience, or where such bounty is 
merely in the nature of a drawback or compensation of or for duties paid, 
over and above any duties paid thereon in Britain; and where '* any internal 
" bounty shall be given in either kingdom, on any goods manufactured therein, 
" and shall remain on such goods when exported, a countervailing duty 
" adequate thereto may be laid upon the importation of the said goods into 
*• the other kingdom." 

XVI. That it Is expe<lif nt for the general benefit of the British empire, that 
tlie importation of articles from foreign ** countries** should be regulated from 
time to time in each kingdom on such terms as may, " effectually favour" 
the importation of similar articles of the growth, product, or manufac- 
ture of the other, " except in the case of materials of manufactures, which 
«« are pr hereafler may be allowed to be imported from foreign countnes, duty 
" free ; and that in all cases where any articles are or may be subject to higher 
** duties on importation into this kingdom from the countries belonging to any 
** of the States of North America, than the like goods are or may be subject 
** to when imported, as the growth, produce, or manufacture of the British 
** colonies and plantations, or as the produce of the fisheries carried on by 
** British subjects, such articles shall be subject to the same duties on impor- 
** tation into Ireland, from tlie countries belonging to any of the States of 
*' North America, as the same are or many be subject to an importation from 
^ the said countries into this kingdom." 

** That it is expedient, that jneasures should be taken to prevent disputes 
touching the exercise of the rig^t of the inliabitants of each kingdom to fish 
*< on the coast of any part of the British dominions." 

XVII. That it is expedient, that " such privileges of printing and vending 
** books as are or may be legally possessed within Great Britain under the 
•* grant of the crown or otherwise, and" the copy-rights of the authors and 
booksellers of Great Britain, should continue to be protected in the manner 
they are at present, by the laws of Great Britain ; and that it is just that mea- 
sures should be taken by the parliament of Ireland for giving the like protec- 
tion to the copy-rights of the autbgrs and booksellers of that kmgdom. 



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 115 

India merch^dises than such as were the produce of our own 
colonies ; and 3dly. That Ireland should debar itself from any 
of the countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope to the Straits 
of Magellan^ so long as it should be thought necessar}' to con- 
tinue the charter of the English East India Company. 

In the course of the debates upon the propositions as they 
stood with these amendments and additions, that which met 
with the most vigorous opposition (independent of such general 
reasoning aa w£nt against the system altogether) was the fourth, 
in which Great Britain, it was contended, assumed both a pre- 
sent and a future power to bind Ireland by such acts, as she 
should pass relative to the trade and commerce of both king- 
doms. This was stated to be a resumption of the right of 
legislating for Ireland, which this country had renounced. 

On one hand it was argued, against the propositions, that the 
house ought to congratulate with itself upon its happy escape 
from the system proposed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
but two months since ; all opposition to which was then treated 
as the effect of faction and disappointment. If the original re- 
solutions had passed, they would have lost for ever the mono- 
poly of the East India trade ; they must have hazarded all the 
revenue arising from spirituous liquors ; they would have sacri- 
ficed the whole of the navigation laws of this country. Had 
these resolutions passed into a law, they would have risked the 
loss of the colonial market for the manufactures of Great Bri- 
tain, and incurred the most extensive danger to the colonies 
themselves ; they would have left it in the power of Ireland to 
have drawn a revenue from our consumption. The just alarm 
of the minister on the subject of the navigation laws, sufficiendy 
appeared from the extraordinary nature of the remedy he had 
thought it expedient to adopt, which was no other than to assert 
that, notwithstanding the independence of Ireland, she must 
still in commercial laws and external legislation be governed by 
Britain. Tiiat the wild scheme of extravagant speculation 

" X VIII . That it is expedient, that regulations should be adopted with respect 
** to patents to be hereafter granted for the encouragement of new inyentions^ 
" so that the rights, privileges, and restriction^ thei-eon granted and contained, 
'* shall be of equal duration and force throughout Great Britain and Ireland." 

XIX. That the appropriation of whatever sum the gross hereditary revenue 
of the kingdom of Ireland (the due collection tJiereof being secured by perma- 
nent provisions) shall produce, after deducting all drawbacks, repayments, or 
bounties granted in the nature of drawbacks, over and above the sum of six 
hundred and fifty-six thousand pounds in each year, towards the support of 
the naval force of the empire, to be applied in such manner as the parliament. 
Ireland shall direct, by an act to be passed for that purpose, will be a satisfactory 
provision, proportioned to the^jgrowing prosperity of that kingdom, towards 
defraying, in timeof peate, the necessary espences of protecting the trade and 
general interests of the empire. 
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comprised in the resolutions, did not originate widi the Irish 
nation. That a stranger had been sent thither to offer a nos- 
trum of his own invention for the relief of a disordered state* 
For the irritation and ill humour existing in that country, 
ministers were responsible. The violences which they committed 
in Ireland merited the most decisive and general reprobation* 
Their attacks on the liberty of the press ; their endeavours to 
prevent legal meetings, for the purpose of deliberating on the 
best means of reforming the national representation | their pro- 
ceedings against men by summary attachment, were measures 
which might well be supposed to inflame the minds of the peo- 
ple of Ireland. That now imprudent insult was to be compen- 
sated by imprudent concession. But let the house beware of 
a design so insidious and so ruinous as that of a commutation 
of English commerce for Irish slavery. The propositions, as 
the}'' were even now modified, were far too complicated and ex- 
tensive to be voted by the majority of the members of that 
house, on any other ground than that of confidence in the minis- 
ter : and surely the right honourable gentleman had sufficiently 
demonstrated, that implicit confidence in him was as dangerous 
as it was absurd; that infallibility was no more his prerogative, 
than that of others. 

On the other hand it was argued in favour of the system, that 
it was a measure of absolute necessity, in order to put an end to 
the discontents, which prevailed to so alarming a degree in the 
sister kingdom. That if the present propositions were not 
pasncd into a law, all that had already been done in favour 
of Ireland would prove nugatory, as it was clearly inadequate to 
the expectations of that country. 

That with respect to the fourth proposition, it was a condi- 
tion, which the safety of our own navigation laws made it 
necessary to annex to the boon granted to Ireland. That it 
was unfair to infer from thence, that the British legislature 
had any views of trenching on the independence of Ireland, 
since it left to that kingdom the option of taking, or refusing 
the advantages holden out to her, subject to such a condition. 
That the condition itself was such as had frequently been adopt- 
ed in the negotiations of independent states ; as in the late 
treaty betwixt this kingdom and France, when the latter bound 
herself to publish certain edicts, as soon as other acts stipulated 
on our part, were made known to that country. 

With respect to the disadvantages, which it had been suppo- 
sed our manufacturers would have to encounter from the com- 
parative small price of labour in Ireland, it was said, such a 
supposition arose from a misconception of facts. That the 
wages of artizans and manufacturers, although not of common 
tebourers, were higher there than in this country, and therefor* 
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-diere was little likelihood of their being able to undersel us on 
that ground. Nor could our commerce be in any danger from 
the reasons, which had been alleged, since the provisions and 
restrictions contained in the propositions, were sufficient as well 
to prevent any clandestinie importation of foreign goods into 
Ireland, as to insure the duties payable on all such as might be 
legally imported* 

The great contest upon these propositions, was on the 12th 
of May, when the house, at eight oVlock in the morning, 
divided, 125 for the question of adjournment, and 249 against 

it«^ Notwithstanding this triumph of the minister, Mr. Pelham 

« 

* It is impossible, and perhaps unnecessary, for any historical purpose, to 
follow the different speakers through the long, animated, and often instructive 
debates and conversations upon these propositions. In one of them (on the 
19th of May, 18 Pari. Debates, p. 333) Mr. Burke, after a most grateful 
apostrophe to this country for the signal favours and honours heaped upon 
him, gave tills just and beautiiiil picture of the relative superiority of this over 
his own country...." To consult the interests of England and^ Ireland, to unite 
** and consolidate them into one, was a task he would undertake, as tliat by 
^* which be could best discharge the duties he owed to botli. To Ireland, 
*' independence of legislature had been given ; she was now a co-ordinate, 
** though less powerful state ; but pre-eminence and dignity were due to 
" England ; it was she alone that must bear the weight and burden of the 
** empire ; she alone must pour out the ocean of wealth necessary for the 
•• defence of it : Ireland, and other parts, might empty their little ums to 
** swell the tide : they might wield their little puny tridents ; but the great 
« trident that was to move the world, must be grasped by England alone, and 
*' dearly it cost her to hold it. Independence of legislature had been granted 
** to Ireland; but no other independence could Great Britain give her, without 
<^ reversing the order and decree of nature : Ireland could not be separated 
*« from England ; she could not exist without her ; she must ever remain 
«• under the protection of England, her guardian angel." 

On the same occasion Mr: Fox gave the following historical account of 
these propositions, (18 Pari. Debates, p. 296)...,** In the administration of 
*' which I made a part, their legislature was declared to be independent ; 
" and in addresses from both houses ofpariiament, they professed themselves so 
** entirety content, as not to consider it possible that any subsequent question 
«* of political division could Arise between the two kingdoms. Yet, in the very 
«' next session, they gave indications of new dissatisfaction, and farther con- 
<• cessions were made. How are we then to argue from these facts ? One 
*< would imagine, tHat the most effectual and satisfactory method of quieting 
'* the apprehensions, or relieving the exigpencies of a distressed country, would 
«* be that of appealing to tljeir own testimony 'for a knowledge of their cir- 
'' cumstances ; to collect information from themselves ; to desire them to 
** state, in their own persons, the measure of their calamities, and the best 
*« expedients for tlie relief of them. This was precisely the way pursued 
«* heretofore. The concessions \vere granted on tiie declarations of the best 
" informed men in the land ; men, the best qualified to know the state, the 
*' wants, and the expectations of the kingdom ; Mr. Hussey Burgh and Mr. 
*' Grattan ; names which no man could mention but witii the sincerest and 
" most cordial respect, were the authorities on which England proceeded, and 
*' on which she relied. But this, it seems, however specious and natural, 
"-was not the proper method of ascertaining the wants, or wishes of another 
'* kingdom. The true and only means of finally concluding all disputes with 
'* Ireland, is to send a stranger tlicre, and order him to address himself to 
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again divided the house^ but with the like eflPect^ on an amend- 
ment, seconded by Lord Surrey, for inserting after the words 
commercial advantages in the second resolution, the words, *^ ae 
^ far aa may he consistent with the essential interest of the ma-* 
*' fiufacturersy revenue^ commerce^ and navigation of Great Bri" 

The propositions, after having been agitated upwards of three 
months, with unusual warmth on both sides, and after having 
received a variety of amendments and alterations, finally passed 
the House of Commons by a large majority, on the 30th of 
May, on which' day they were carried up to the lords. Here 
again they became the subject*of much laborious investigation, 
and were strongly contested, and received some amendments, 
though none of a material nature* Lord Stormont, (afterwards 
Earl of Mansfield), and Lord Loughborough, (now Earl of 
Roselyn), were the most forward on the part of opposition. 
Lord Camden spoke very strongly in favour of the measure, as 
appearing to him, after the most comprehensive view of the mat<< 
ter, salutary and political, and which would be productive of 
many valuable benefits to the empire at large. His lordship 
spoke strongly in support of the protecting superiority of Great 
Britain, which tnust ever necessarily attend her situation in re- 
lation to Ireland. In the course of the business. Lord Shelbume, 
who had been recently created Marquis of Lansdown, though 
ultimately for the proposition, said, he would not permit any 
party bias or political connection to mislead his judgment: he 
entered into a masterly view of the whole subject, in his usual 
manner of treating every great political question. He differed 
from those, who had preceded him in their opposition to the 

*' their senate in such lang^ia^e as this :....< Hear me, ye men of ignorance 

* and credulity ! you know nothing of what you want, what you wish, or what 
' would he good for you : trust yourselves to me, I am perfect master of all 
' youp infirmities ; here is the specific that will cufe you, the infallible nostrum 

* for all ailments.' It seems that this is the only conciliatory expedient fox* 
•< administering to tlie relif of a disordered state, not to suffer the inhabitants 
*' to speak, but to send a man amongst them ignorant at (ftice of their es^gen- 
** cies, their grievances, and their policy, to propose wild schemes of cxtrava- 
** g^nt speculation, and prescribe for the disorder without the painful tedi« 
** ousness of tryif^g to understand it. ' In compliance with this new idea, Mr. 
** Orde, an English gentleman, the secretary to an English nobleman, the lord 
'* lieutenant for the time, rises up and proposes a set of resolutions, which he 
" pledges himself to carry into complete ezecutitm. These resolutions aro 
*• brought to England, and after two months discussion, are completely and 
*' fundamentally altered. Upon these resolutions the right honourable gen* 
*' tieman thinks himself warranted to say that the system will be final. The 
** right hdnourable gentleman said, he must have a fund of credulity yvho be^ 
<' lieved all the evidence which the manufacturers had given at the bar. In 
" like manner, I say, tliat he must have a fund of credulity indeed, who can 
*' believe on such premises, that the Irish will be content with this system, 
** or that the general interests of both countries can be promoted by iu etta« 
M blishment." 
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measure : for if one-tenth of their allegations were founded m 
truth, Great Britain should not only shrink from the arrange^ 
ment, but Ireland should tremble at the acceptance* It hsA 
been brought to a mathematical certainty, that whatever befie* 
fits Ireland received from this country, so deeply was she drawn 
into the vortex of our good or evil, the share she took in our 
subsequent misfprtunes, was more than sufficient to counterba- 
lance the precedent advantages : and he witnessed the mise* 
Ties she was still suffering from the calamities of the Americaft 
war. 

Widi respect to the arrangement before the house, he said he 
should not enter into any discussion of the interests of Ireland^ 
as that care more properly belonged to her own parliament. 
He would give every indulgence to ministers, who, if they were 
not infatuated, would give that attention to it, which a business 
of so much importance demanded* No man respected the ma* 
nufacturers more than he did ; they were sensible, enlightened, 
clear headed, and provident* No men were better informed 
on all the subjects, with which their trade was connected, thaft 
that body ; and ministers must always find it their interest to 
consult with them, and to take their advice. ' But the manufac- 
turers were men with prejudices, subject to err, particularly 
where they were blinded by personal interest. 

The Chamber of Manufacturers he considered as an institu- 
tion, which might be productive of much good, and give a par- 
tial assistance to ministers: though he confessed he was an 
enemy to people assembling, and giving to themselves what 
names they pleased ; publishmg manifestoes, edicts,- and he 
knew not what to call their papers. Some noble lords seemed 
to apprehend, that Ireland having an unlimited trade, would 
soon be able to beat England out of the foreign markets ; but a 
countiy without a capital could not be a rivd, and capiud was 
required to carry on both the carrying trade and the dep6t 
trade* It had been said, a stipulation to receive Irish linens 
duty free for ever, and continue the duties on foreign linens, 
might be attended with bad consequences in a future negotia^ 
tion with pome foreign powers ; but he would never believe^ 
that any foreign power would act so improperly, or so inde- 
cendy, as to take offence at privileges bestowed on fellow-sub- 
jects of one common sovereign* He laughed to scorn all such 
impotent menaces of apprehensions : there was not a power in 
Europe whom a look from this country would not deter, or sud» 
denly bring back from any resolution that they might hastily 
give into from pique* The material distinction )>etween this 
country and the powers on the continent, was : they all must 
sacrifice their commercial to their political interests ; whereas, 
such were the peculiar circumstances, and such the good for- 
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tune of England, that she could at all times make her poIiticaT 
yield to her commercial interests. The objection that was 
made to the system on account of its finality, was' with him its 
praise : the fundamental principles he hoped would be establish- 
ed on the most permanent footing ; but these did not compre- 
hend the detail of the system. Let the two nations understand 
one another in the first place ; let them fairly meet on funda- 
mental principles ; and having acquired mutual confidence in 
each other by the faithful setdement of the foundation, all the 
subsequent considerations might be easily and gradually dis- 
cussed and determined : then these counter\'ailing duties, which 
all sides acknowledged to be of difficult adjustment, but which 
nobody would assert to be impracticable, might be regularly 
settled at the discretion of the two parliaments ; and they might 
always be adjusted to the circumstances of the times, and be 
changed as occasions and necessities might require. 

When noble lords objected to the system's being final, because 
it might prevent an union between the two kingdoms, did they 
for a moment consider the practicabilit}' of an union ? There 
were several circumstances, that distinguished the cases of 
union with Ireland from that of Scotland. He mentioned some 
few, but there were many obstacles, which lay in the way of an 
union. Before an union was talked of, ministers should know the 
temper of the people of Ireland. High minded and jealous of 
their liberties, ministers, must first learn whether the Irish 
nation would consent to give up their distinct empire, their 
parliament, and all the honours, which belonged to their own 
roj'alty and state. Apprehensions had been conceived, that the 
three thousand men, that Ireland lent annually to England, and 
paid out of her own exchequer, might be recalled and disband- 
ed ; it should rather be reflected with satisfaction, that instead 
of three thousand, Ireland might now whenever the exigencies 
of England should require it, send out her whole militarj'^ esta- 
blishment, being herself secure from hostile invasion, througk 
the numbers, discipline, and spirit of her volunteer army : Ire- 
land was in little danger of becoming an object of a descent in 
any future war ; for she had convinced all Europe, that she was 
able, with her volunteer forces only, to repel die attack of the 
most powerful nation in Europe. No people in the world had 
a more animated generosity, or eflfusion of heart, than Ireland ; 
this had ever been their national character and their pride ; no- 
thing would be lost by trusting to it ; and if Ireland had ever 
done wrong, it had been for the want of a good leading, or by 
the misleading of England. Here alone had been the griev- 
ance, and not with the generous Irish. 

To let things remain as they were, would, of all expedients, 
be the most diingerous. We hud raised the hopes of the Irish 
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nation ; they were On the rack of expectation ; and they had 
minds too sanguine to remain long on the stretch, and relax un- 
gratified into patience and submission. Something must bo 
done respecting the general question of an adjustment, and the 
comer stone of connexion be laid in that moment* That in the 
interval of a summer vacation, many events and storms might 
happen to wash it away, if it were not solidly and deeply laid ; 
and that if there were not now a beginning, it might be doubt- 
ful, when we might ever again have a chancy to see the begin- 
ning take place. While peace lasted, we should avail our- 
selves of the opportunity, and form a plan while in a state of 
quiet, which might grow habitual before we came again into a 
state of trouble and distress. 

On the 18th of July, Earl Fitzwilliam observed, that he had 
heard it argued, that the adjustment then going forward, was 
necessary, on the authority of a resolution, that had passed that 
house in the year 1782, which laid it down, that a permanent 
ground of connection ought to be established between Great 
Britain and Ireland : that resolution, he contended, did not ex- 
tend to, or comprehend any idea whatsoever of a commercial 
nature, but was solely confined to political objects, and that 
opinion he would by no means relinquish, unless the minister, 
who had brought it forward, were ready to stand up and de- 
clare, that his object in proposing it, was one that related to 
commerce. That necessity had also been attempted to be 
proved, from the riots and discontents among the manufactu- 
rers of Dublin ; but that he by no means admitted as a sufficient 
reason for the concessions granted by the present arrangement, 
looking upon it as he did, to proceed from diat licentiousness^ 
with which Captain Brooke had described those persons to be 
infected. The demands, which that mob had made, were for 
protecting dutiea, which their parliament had very wisely, and 
he was sorry to say, with more fortitude than had been shewn 
by the minister of England, refused to gratify them with, know- 
ing that such a measure was by no means necessaty. Since 
then these clamours of a mob had been received as dictates by 
a British minister ; why did he exceed them in his acquies- 
cence ? and why did he, in compliance with a demaad of pro- 
tecting duties, introduce a system, that overturned the whole 
policy of the navigation and trade of Great Britain ? for he 
would again repeat what he had said before, that the universa- 
lity of the plan then proposed, was a proof of the indiscrimi- 
nating weakness of those, from whom it originated ; who, ia 
despair of discovering the proper objects, which the arrange- 
ment ought to embrace, had widely and wantonly extended it 
to alU But other reasons besides the want of protecting duties, 
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might be assigned for the prevalent discontents in Ireland, 
(reasons by no means connected with commerce, but wholly re- 
lating to constitutional considerations,) which were the violent 
and oppressive measures pursued in that country by attachment, 
to restrain public meetings of the people for the purpose of de- 
liberating on great national questions, a thing which they were 
indisputably entitled to do, especially at the very time that a cir- 
cular letter was sent about this kingdom under the sanction of 
the minister, and signed by a gentleman of some consideration, 
(the Rev. Mr. Wyvill) inviting the people to conventions and 
associations of a similar nature, and for the same purposes as 
those, which were the objects of such intemperate persecution 
in Ireland. 

Lord Townshend, whose government of Ireland for nearly 
five years, supereminently qualified him to speak favourably 
of that country, on this occasion supported ultimately the pro- 
positions, though he interlarded his speech with some home 
truths, eminently illustrative of the critical situation of that 
country, under the then existing circumstances. When he re- 
turned from his majesty's government in that kingdom in 17r2, 
he had the honour to tell their lordships in that house, that if 
they did not bring that unfortunate contest with America to a 
short issue, there was another part of the empire, which had 
long laboured under our burdens and wars, which would expect 
from our justice at least, as much indulgence as others might 
acquire by their revolt. He remembered he was deemed what 
Was called a croaker, nay worse, a croaker of treason ; but the 
views, interests and passions of mankind, were generally the 
same ; and when neither senators nor ministers would make 
them a part of their calculations, but endeavour to quadrate 
what they wanted by what they wished, they would ever find 
themselves the dupes of their own calculation. He wished that 
many of their lordships had deigned to have visited the remote 
provinces of our sister kingdom ; there they would have seen a 
hard)', innocent, oppressed race of men, in a rich soil, surround- 
ed by numberless flocks and herds, yet unclothed, unfed, and 
mostly unhoused, owing to our restrictions upon their imports 
and exports, yet contributing their persons and their labours to 
the support of the empire : would their lordships wish to con- 
tinue so large a part of their fellow-subjects in that state of sub- 
ordination and misery ? The fact was, th%t our manufacturers 
had informed Ireland of more than she knew before ; that if we 
did not grant them a fair participation of our commerce, they 
would have it without it. If any one were wild enough to think 
we could coerce them, he neither knew the geographical situa- 
tion of Ireland, nor the character of its inhabitants. His lord- 
ship wished to say no more on this subject, than tliat an opulent 
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and luxurious countr}^, like an individual of die same character, 
might lose much by such a conflict ; a poor country, like a poor 
individual, especially if robust and desperate, would suffer 
less, perhaps could scarx^ely be worse than they were. It had 
been urged by many, what necessity was there for such a mea* 
sure at that time f The parliament of Ireland said, they had ex- 
pressed twice the warmest satisfaction and perfect contentment 
at his majesty's jgracious indulgences to that kingdom ; that the 
volunteers were dwindling, and that the force of government was 
never stronger there, or had ever been more exerted to the sup- 
pression of rebellion and tumults than at that period. He must, 
he declared, ever honour the national spirit of the volunteers of 
that kingdom, in spite of all the discountenance, discouragements, 
and expedients, with which government attempted to depress 
them. They had given an illustrious example of what a brave 
and animated people could effect in their own defence. Yet 
he did not carry his admiration so far as to approve their as- 
sembling imder the nose of parliament, to prescribe, reform, 
and dictate to their representatives ; there was much palliation 
to be pleaded in behalf of our impassioned neighbours, especially 
when they recollected, what a quantity of political combustibles 
had been exported into that kingdom from this, and even the 
most chimerical propositions recommended, however unfitting 
her peculiar situation ; on the contrary, had the same constitu* 
tional regulations been imparted to her at that period, which we 
had adopted and enjoyed in this kingdom, those formidable vo- 
lunteers had perhaps never existed ; but it seemed we were as 
jealous of our constitutional superiority as our commercial, and 
consequenUy had surrendered with reluctance what we should 
have granted with cordiality. The alterations which had been 
made in the first propositions to Ireland, were certainly very 
considerable, and plainly proved the defects of the original plan ; 
imperfect and perilous it certainly was, and had it passed, might 
have produced greater evils than, he was persuaded, it was cal- 
culated to prevent. Much reproach had been laid at the mi- 
nister's door for the alterations he had made or admitted ; in 
this his lordship rather thought him commendable in reforming 
his own errors, or of those who might have misled him, and 
for adopting better materials from his adversaries. What 
would not have been urged, and with justice, had he acted 
otherwise ? Had he peraisted in errors, and persevered in mea- 
sures repugnant to his professed views and the interest of both 
countries, because they were his own....Had he maintained his 
own infallibilit}' in spite of his conviction, and sacrificed the 
peace and welfare of both kingdoms to his own personal impor- 
tance. He said, he scarcely knew how to avoid mentioning, 
nor how to describe to its fuU extent, her situation for trade, the 
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advantages of her southern ports, her command of St. George's 
Channel, the supplies of her sailors, and provisions in time of 
war, her consumption of our manufactures and imports in time 
of peace, the manhood, intrepidity, and perseverance of her in- 
habitants, aids which a voluptuous empire always required, and 
could not exist without. There were those he knew, who 
counted much upon her proximity and her divisions. She was 
too near, not to be most dear to us, and their lordships might 
believe, not so mutable upon national points as ourseh'es. He 
spoke not to intimidate, but to inform. All he hoped most ar- 
dently was, that we might give enough to engage the aifections 
and cordiality of our sister kingdom ; not to attempt a bargain 
parsimonious and equivocal. He knew the generous and man- 
ly sentiments of that country were such, as would engage them 
to make a common cause, and admit of no future distinctions* 
If he had expressed any degree of preference for Ireland, he 
begged their lordships would impute it to the veneration he 
bore it, and the obligation he owed for their partiality to his 
failings ; he was naturally, he hoped, the advocate of the op- 
pressed and meritorious ; he knew the Irish to be generous and 
untemporizing friends, and who disdained to be behind hand 
in reciprocity. On the 19th of July, 1785, after a long debate 
a division took* place in the House of Lords, when there were 
84 for the resolutions, and SO against them. 

On the same day the resolutions were sent from the Lords to 
the Commons, where, after a veiy warm debate, the amendments 
made by the Lords were agreed to; afterwards Mr. Pitt brought 
in a billf to the House of Commons founded upon them, which 
was read a first time on the second of August: and was followed 
up by an address to his majesty, voted by both houses of par- 
liament, wherein they acquainted him with what they had done, 
and that it remained for the parliament of Ireland to judge and 
decide thereupon. On the 12th of August Mr. Secretary Orde 
moved the house for leave to bring in a bill, which was a mere 
transcript of that moved by the English minister. The debates 
on this occasion, and more especially on the side of opposition, 
were long and animated. Whatever had the least appearance 

» 

* The following prote3twas entered on the Journals " Dissentient, because 
we conceive the plan contained in the report, as well from tlie manner, in 
vhich it has been introduced and conducted, as from the matter which it con- 
tains, to be likely to create and promote jealous/ and dissatisfaction through* 
out ue kingdom. 

Derby "VVentworth Fitzwilliak 

Plymouth Northingtov 

Scarborough Kbppel." 

t In order to give the reader full information upon this important part of th« 
modem history of Ireland, the debate on Mr. Pitt's bill is given in the Ap- 
pendix, No. LXXV. together with th^ add^s9 to the king, and bis majesty's 
imswer* 
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of infringing on the legislative independency of Ireland, was 
marked and stigmatized in terms of the utmost indignation and 
contempt. The perpetual disposition of her hereditary revenue 
by the last proposition, the surrender of her commercial legisla- 
tion by the fourth, the restraint imposed on her from trading 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and the Straits of Magellan 
by the ninth, were put in every point of view, in which reason and 
eloquence could render them impressive and convincing. On 
this side of the question, Mr. Grattan* and Mr. Flood were 
not only supported by the regular body of opposition, which 
amounted to more than threescore, but were also joined by all 
from the treasur}' bench, who set up any pretension to indepen- 
dence. 

In favour of the bill it was urged by Mr. Fitzgibbon, Mr. 
Hutchinson and Mr. Foster, that the fourth proposition, which 
had excited so much jealousy and alarm, could not on any fair 
construction be said to take from Ireland her right of commer- 
cial legislation, any more than the acts passed in 1779 and 1782 
had done before ; in those Ireland had stipulated to trade with 
the British colonies and settlements in such manner as Great 
Britain herself traded, to impose the like duties, and to adopt 
the same restrictions and regulations. That in the bill before 
them, it was proposed to trade with Great Britain on the same 
principle; the liberty of either complying with the conditions, 
or renouncing the agreement in totOj whenever the conditions 
should become obnoxious and unsatisfactory^ would be left by 
the present bill full as much in the power of the Irish parlia- 
ment, as it was by eithet of the foregoing acts. The difference 
only was, that by the former acts Ireland had subscribed to the 
commercial laws, which had been adopted by Great Britain for 
290 years back ; by the present, to such as that country should 
bind itself to in future ; but that it would be still in the power 
of the Irish parliament to renounce these laws, and the whole 
agreement together, whenever she thought proper. On the 
other hand, the commercial advantages offered to Ireland by 
the bill were stated to be very important ; the linen trade was 
thereby secured to her for ever, the colony trade through Ireland 
to Great Britain was given her, the British markets were thrown 
open to Irish manufactures, and again, as these manufactures, 
were allowed to be re-exported from Great Britain, with a draw- 
back of all duties, the Irish would, in effect, export on^the foun- 
dation of British capital, at the same time, that they were left 
to employ their own capital in the extension of their home 
manufactures. 

* The speech of Mr. Grattan is given in the Appendix No. LXXVl. not 
jDn\y as comprehending all that could be said upon this suject, but as a speci- 
men of the sublimcst oratory. 
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After a vehement debate, which lasted 18 hours, the house 
divided at nine in the morning upon the motion of Mr. Orde 
for leave to bring in the bill, ayes 127, noes 108. Such a divi- 
sion in the first stage of the business was equivalent to a defeat; 
imd on the Monday following (15th of August) Mr. Orde 
moved the first reading of the bill, and the printing it ; declaring 
that he did not intend to make any further progress in the 
business during the prtsent session. He had completed his 
duty respecting it. If it were revived, it must be by a motion 
from the public, who at the commencement of the ensuing 
session might take such further steps as they should think 
proper. 

In" order to preclude a motion of censure framed by Mr. 
Flood, the secretary then moved an adjournment ; and Mr. 
Flood consenting, not without difficulty, to wave his motion, 
the adjournment was carried without a division. Public illumi» 
nations testified the joy excited by the sudden termination of 
this extraordinary business, which thus ended to the great dis*> 
appointment of the ministry in both kingdoms. 

On the 15th of August, when the bill was presented and 
ordered to be printed, Mr. Flood proposed the following reso* 
lution to the house :...." Resohed^ That we hold Ourselves 

• In tJie early part of this debate Mr. Curran pave the following' picturesque 
view of the last important debate. (5 Par. Deb. p. 453) He expressed the 
eflfusions of his joy upon the victory his country had obtained. He said be 
would support the resolution proposed by the honourable member, because he 
thought it necessary to declare to the people, that their rights had not been 
solely supported by 110 independent genUemen, but that if eight or ten of 
thera had been absent, then those who bad countenanced the measure, would 
have abandoned every idea of prosecuting it fiuther. He rejoiced t»:at the 
cloud, which had loured over tliem, had passed away, and he declared he had 
110 intention to wound the feelings of the minister, by triumphing in his defeat ; 
on the contrary, he might be said to rise with some degree of self-denial, 
when he j:^ave to others an opportunity of exulting in the victory. The oppo- 
sition in England had thrown many impediments in the way, but he would 
rrniember with gratitude, tliat the opposition there had supported the liber- 
ties of Ireland. When he saw them reprobating the attacks made upon the 
trial by jury j when he saw them F.-pporting the legislative rights of Ireland, 
he could not refrain from giving tliem his applause. They well knew that an 
invasion of the liberty of Ireland would tend to an attack upon their own. The 
principle of liberty, thank heaven, still continued in those countries, thatprin- 
ciple, which had stained the fields of Marathon, stood in the pass to Tlier- 
mopylac, and gave to Am<?pica independence. Happy it was for Ireland, that 
she had recovered her rights by victory, not stained with blood, not a victory 
bathe*.! in the tears of a mother, a sister or a wife, not a victory hanging over 
the grave of a ^Varren or a Montgomery, and uncertain whether to triumph 
in what she had gained, or to mourn over what she had lost. The bill was at 
an end, the cloud that had been collecting so long, and threatening to break in 
tempest and ruin on their heads, had passed Ijarmless away. The siege th«t 
was drawn round the constitution was raised, and the enemy was gone ^uvut 
ire et Dorica catira, and they might now go abroad without fear, and^trace 
th« dangers tlicy had escaped j here was duawn the line of circumvallation^ 
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*^ bound not to enter into engagement to give up the sole and 
^' exclusive right of the parliament of Ireland in all cases what- 
*' ever, as well externally as commercially and internally.'^ 
The secretary evaded it by a motion for adjournment to the 5th 
of September, in order to give time to print, read and digest 
the bill : Which was carried by a very great majority. Although 
Mr. Flood had consented to withdraw his resolution, the debate 
was kept up in a very turbulent manner for three or four hours 
longer. ^Ir. Flood said, he had never heard more mischievous 
and inflammatory language, or more folly than on that evening. 
He was called to order by Mr. Foster and Mr. Fitzgibbon, who 
were prominently conspicuous in favour of the propositions : 
between whom and the patriotic orator many severe personali- ^ 
ties passed. When the house met, pursuant to the late adjourn- 
ment on the 5th of February, Mr. Pery gave in his resignation 
of the chair, which he had filled for fourteen years. Mr. Foster 
was unanimously elected speaker in his lieu, and was on the 
same day presented at the bar of the Lords, and approved of 
by the lord lieutenant. After the return of the speaker and the 
I Commons, to their own House, Mr. Daly observed, that the 
conduct of the late speaker had been highly honourable to him« 
self, and advantageous to the nation, conferring dignity upon 
the house, and drawing reverence to its proceedings ; it was, 
therefore, incumbent on the House to attend his retreat with 
every mark of respect, to demonstrate in what high estimation 
they held integrity, wisdom and moderation, and to prove that 
turbulence or meanness were not the only roads to preferment : 
he therefore moved, " That the thanks of this House should be 
*' given to the Right Honourable Edmond Sexton Pery, for his 
^^ constant and unwearied attendance in the chair during the 
" course of above fourteen years in three successive parlia- 
** ments ; for the unshaken integrity and steady impartiality 
^^ of his conduct there, and for the indefatigable pains and un- 
^^ common abilities, with which he has constantlv exerted him» 
" self to promote the real interest of his country, and to main* 
** tain the honour and dignity of parliament, and to preserve 
*^ inviolable the rights and privileges of the Commons of Ire- 
" land.^' 

that cut them off for ever from the eastern world ; and there the cor^aponding 
one, that inclosed them from the west. Nor, let us, said he, forget in our 
exultation to whom we are indebted for the deliverance. Here stood the 
trusty mariticr (Mr. ConoUy) oA his old station the masthead, and gave the 
signal. Here (Mr. Flood) all the wisdom of the state was collected, exploring 
your weakness and your strength, detecting every ambuscade, and pointing to 
the hidden battery, that^ was brought to bear on the shrine of freedom. And 
there (Mr. Grattan) was exerting an eloquence more tlian human» inspiring, 
forming, directing, animating to the great purposes of your salvation. 
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Which being passed uDanimously in the affirmative, he 
moved, 

" That an humble address be presented to his Majestj% most 
** humbly to beseech his Majesty, that he would be graciously 
" pleased to confer some signal mark of favour upon the Right 
*' Honourable Edmond Sexton Pery, late speaker of this House, 
" for his great and eminent services performed to that co,untry, 
*' and the distinguished ability and integrity with which he had 
** presided in the chair of that House j and to assure his Majesty, 
" that whatever expencc his Majesty should think proper to be 
" incurred upon that account, that House would make good the 
** same to his Majesty." 

Which likewise passed unanimously in the affirmative ; and 
then Lord Headford moved that a committee should be aj^ 
pointed to draw up an address to his grace the lord lieutenant 
for his wise and prudent administration. On the next day 
Lord Headford reported from the committee appointed to draw 
up an address of thanks to his grace the lord lieutenant for his 
wise and prudent administration, that they had drawn up the 
following address. . 

** To his Grace Charles, Duke of Rutland, Lord Lieutenant 
** General and General Governor of Ireland, the humble 
*' address of the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses, in Par* 
^^ liament assembled. 

** May it please your Grace, 

" We his majesty's most dutiful and loyal 
^ subjects, the Commons of Ireland in parliament assembled, 
** beg leave humbly to express to your grace, with unaffected 
" warmth, the satisfaction which we feel in every opportunity 
" of testifying our respect for your person, and our attachment 
" to your government. We cannot reflect upon your grace's 
" constant attention to the happiness and welfare of this king- 
•* dom, without grateful acknowledgments to his majesty, that 
*' his majesty has been pleased to give us so acceptable a proof 
** of his ro)'al favour, as the continuing your grace in the go- 
*' vernment of Ireland. The generous humanity of disposition, 
** and high sense of honour, which distinguish your grace's pri- 
*' vate character, have in conjunction with your hereditary spirit 
** and firmness, endeared you to the nation, by their happy in- 
" fluence on your public conduct. 

" We humbly desire your grace to accept our sincere thanks. 
*' for those exertions, which in consequence of our unanimous 
y^ address, and in obedience to his majesty's commands, your 
" grace employed, during the last interval between our sessions. 
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** in preparing a plan of commercial intercourse with Great Bri- 
" tain. We are aware that the utmost delicacy and caution are 
** necessary for the conduct of measures, in which the rights and 
interest of both kingdoms are equally concerned, and must be 
equally regarded ; and we entertain a j ust sense of the attention 
your grace has manifested to this principle, that their comple- 
tion should depend upon the public satisfaction. We trust 
** therefore, that the further consideration of this subject will be 
" pursued with that temper, that spirit of conciliation, and that im- 
** partial attention to the general welfare of the whole empire, 
*' which alone can ensure pefmanency to any system, or enable 
" the wisdom of parliament to perfect such an equal, reciprocal, 
*' and just arrangement as may unite both kingdoms for ever in 
" interest, and preserve in each a firm confidence of mutual af- 
*' fection. 

It is our zealous and ardent wish, that your grace may long 
continue the government of this kingdom, and contemplate, 
with growing pride and satisfaction, the successful effect of 
your government, in the increasing affection of a generous 
*' people, and in the progressive harmony and strength of the 
" empire." 

The address having been first read at Targe, and afterwards 
paragraph by paragraph, as the Speaker was proceeding to put 
the question, Mr. Grattan, who just entered the house, said, ^^ I 
**" wish to give my assent to the address ; ever}' personal com- 
^^ pliment to his grace the lord lieutenant, I am desirous, to pay ; 
^* the motion of yesterday, therefore, to thank htm for his pru- 
dent, wise, and just administration, passed unanimously ; but 
the address combining the personal merit of his grace with 
^^ the political demerit of the late offensive arrangement, embar-^ 
^^ rasses those who would make a personal compliment, without 
^^ making a public surrender of commerce and constitution ; I 
^' say, if the address only proposed to let down administration 
•* easy, to cover their most happy defeat, and to console them a 
** little for the most fortunate overthrow of a most unjustifiable 
" system, I should have been silent ; but here is my objection ; 
*M fear I see in soo|0 part of that address, a train laid for the 
•* revival of the twenty propositions, and of that bill by which 
^^ the right honourable gentleman proposed to carry the substance 
*^ of those propositions into execution. .Where the address 
^^ would thank the minister for the attention paid to the satisfac- 
^^ tion of the public, I have no objection to it, other than a want 
*^ of foundation in fact* The secretary did not, in the conduct 
'^ of this commercial business, pay the least attention to public 
" satisfaction j on the contrary, after almost every county and 
*^ city in the most pointed manner, had expressed their dissatis^ 
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** faction at his adjustment, he introduced his bill in their dcfi- 
" ance ; nay, after an hundred and ten of the first men in the 
" kingdom had opposed the leave for bringing in the bill, he en- 

* tertained an intention of forcing on the measure, vuitil he was 
" taught to understand, that the servants of the crown would op- 

* pose it in its progress. The house was canvassed, and find- 
" ing that he would be in the minority, the right honourable 
" gentleman declined a measure, which he found he could not 
" carry ; and yielded, not in compliment to public satisfaction, 
*' but in certainty and shame of a public parliamentary over- 
•* throw." 

However, after a long conversation, the question for the ad- 
dress was carried by 130 against 13. The house then attend- 
ed the lord lieutenant, who after signifying the royal assent 
to several public and private bills, thus addressed the two 
houses of parliament* 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* 

" ALTHOUGH the very advanced sea- 
" son of the year renders it expedient to conclude the present 
" session of parliament, I flatter myself, that the great object of 
*^ adjusting a commercial intercourse with Great Britain has not 
in vain eng^iged your attention, and protracted your delibera- 
tions. You have repeatedly expressed your wishes for the 
^^ attainment of an equitable settlement, and I have the satisfac- 
** tion to ol^erve, that you continue to be impressed with a true 
" sense of its nec^sity and importance. You will have now the 
** fullest leisure to pursue ^our consideration of the subject in 
" private, with that dispassionate assiduity which it so eminent- 
** ly deserves. 

" Gentlemen 'or the Hous£ of Commons, 

** I am to thank yon, in his ma]est3''s name, for the liberal pro- 
" vision you havemade foY the public service, and the honourable 
** support of his majesty's government. In your generous con- 
^ tribution of supplies, you have not less consulted the dignity 
** of his crown than the real interests of his people. The n^- 
" cessity of preventing the accumulation of debt cannot be too 
** strongly enforced, and it shall be my earnest and constant en- 
*' deavour to render your wise exertions for this • salutary pur- 
" pose effectual and permanent. 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I feel the truest satisfaction in observing the various bcnefi- 
" cial laws, which have passed during this session, and the 
** wholesome effects of your wisdom in tihe returning tranquillity 
** and industiy, and in the rising prosperity of the kingdom. 
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^ The conduct of parliament has had its just influence, their de- 
^* liberate spirit and approved attention at all times to the public 
*^ welfare has inspired the people with full confidence in the le- 
**" gislature, and will teach them to consider their true interests 
'^ with calmness and discretion. 

** The noblest object to which I can direct my attention, and 
** which will ever constitute the happiness and pride of my life, 
** 18 the establishment of the prosperity of Ireland, by extending 
^^ and securing her commerce, and by cementing and perpetuat* 
** itig her connection with Great Britain. And I trust you will 
'* continually cherish this sentiment in the national mind, that 
^^ the stability and strength of the empire can alone be ultimate- 
^ \y insured by upking the interests and objects of both king- 
*' doms in a general and equitable system of reciprocal' and com- 
*' mon advantage." 

It is not to be supposed, that an object of so much importance, 
whi(ji fully occupied the attention of both legislatures for seven 
months, should fall under the consideration of the Irish people 
out of parliament, without producing a considerable sensation 
upon the public mind. We have occasionally adverted to the 
agitation of political questions by the armed bodies of as<%ociated 
volunteers. We have noticed the division of these associations 
upon certain points, and we have reflected upon the consequent 
decline of their influence and power upon the nation. The dif- 
ferences, which actually procreated the dissent of Lord Charle- 
mont from the general disposition of the original volunteers to 
embrace their Catholic brethren in the system of parliamentary 
reform, were by the artful manoeuvres of government rendered 
ancillary to the debilitation of that armed union of sentiinent, 
which bad defiance to their most i-igorous exertions of power. 
But these dissensions hitherto were confined to Catholic indul- 
gence and parliamentary reforn). The prelected propositions 
touched neither of these questions : and as rar as they could be 
or were understood b/the different corps, which undertook to 
consider them, there appears to have been but one opinion for 
their rejection. The people was disposed or taught to believe, 
thatrthe propositions were detrimental to the interests of Ireland, 
and that government wished and intended to force them upon 
Ireland by the influence of the British cabinet. No wonder then, 
that the popularity of the Duke of Rutland fell in the propor- 
tionate degree, as these convictions gained groutld, and every 
exertion of rigour, whether by attachment or undoubted legal 
process, infused into the popular mind a degree of venom and 
asperity against their governor, whom they really considered 
counteracting the interests of their country. The city of Dublin, 
the grand centre of public and private negociation, continued 
during the whole course of the summer of 1785, to be a scene 
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of tumult and dMorder. No sooner had parltament risen, thaa 
the expedient of non-importation agreements was again resorted 
to with greater zeal than ever. These engagements spread 
themselves into every quarter of the kingdom : they received 
the sanction of several grand juries, and the naerchants of the 
trading ports found themselves compelled to subscribe to them. 
The enforcing of these prohibitorj' compacts naturally devolved 
upon the lowest class of the people, and they proceeded in the 
execution of that function according to the usual modes of popu- 
lar discipline : to keep these excesses within some bounds, the 
military were posted in such part^ of the city, as were the most 
subject to tumuh ; sentinels were placed to. prevent or give notice 
of the first appearance of riot, and the garrisoQ was kept in con- 
stant readiness for action. 

This un temporizing disposition In government drew on the 
lord lieutenant, whose manners were in other respects peculiarly 
adapted to command the favour of the Irish, an unusual ^share 
of popular odium. His excellency opce was received at the 
theatre by the performance of a piece of music, called the volun- 
teer's march. A general uproar ensued ; the entertainments of 
the evening were stopped ; and it was said he narrowly escaped 
the personal outrage of the mob. 

When the Puk^ of Rutland met the parliament, according to 
adjournment, on the 19th of January, 1786, it appears from the 
speech from the throne, that it was his wish, that the considera- 
tion of the commercial intercourse should be revived ; he consi- 
dered, that the national solicitude of the Irish parliament for the 
welfare of that kingdom would point out to them the line of 
conduct, which would be most conducive to the public ad- 
vantage, and to that last connection between the sister kingdom, 
so essential to the prosperity of both. In addressing himself to 
the commons, he particularly adverted to the principle, which 
they had so wisely established, of preventing the accumulation 
of the national debt, which he hoped had already appeared to 
them to have proved successful ; and he doubted not but they 
would persevere in the wisdom of those measures, which in their 
operation promoted such beneficial effects. And, in order to 
smooth the way for a favourite object of government, he recom- 
mended a systematic improvement gf the police, and took that 
occasion to call the attention of both houses to the frequent out- 
/ages, that bad been committed in somi' parts of the kingdom. 
'Addresses both to his majesty and the lord lieutenant were, as 
usual, voted and passed unanimously, though not without some 
severe q^iestions and animadversions upon then> by Mr. Flood 
and some other gendcnien of the opposition.* 

• In the course of these debates Mr. Forbes alltided to the industry of gorem- 
pient siQcethe recess \yi their endeavours to reconcile the people to tbe coip- 
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As the two grand objects, which government appeared the 
snost anxious to carry in this session, were the revival or some 
modification of the commercial propositions, and the passing of 
a police bill, so was his majesty's answer to the ^address of the 
commons immediately calculated to give countenance and sup- 
port to both those measures. Pains had also been taken to ex- 
aggerate some rumours of disturbance and abuses in the country 
parts, which had worked so strongly upon the nerves of Mn 
Ogle, that he declared in the House of Commons on the 6th of 
February, 1786, that he 8a\^ the utter ruin of the Protestant 
ascendancy in the affair of Mr. O'Connor and ten thousand 
other instances. This Mr. O'Connor was generally consider- 
ed a madman. He pretended to be a descendant from the an- 
cient kings of Connaught ; he had lately taken it into his head 
to possess himself of the estates and demesnes, which his ances- 
tors had enjoyed. For this purpose he had assembled a num- 

merc)|iV propositions, by pamphlets and other publications in favour of tlie 
measare. With reference to Mr. Orde's own pamphlet, he in reply gave the 
foUowinp^ account of it. He ^aid, he hoped it would itever be deemed derogato- 
ry to any man to account for his parliamentary conduct to his constituents : 
for himself, he had great pleasure in reflecting, that for twenty-five years be 
had maintained the most' friendly correspondence with the city he had the 
honour to represent ; and though ' when be had formed an opinion upon the 
full conviction of his own mind, be never would relinquish it for any man, yet 
he beldit'but right for a representative to assigii his i-eason to his constituents, 
when he had the misfortune of differing from them, and if he could not per- 
suade them to become of his opinion, at l#nst to shew ih«m, that he acted upon 
principle, and in a full belief, that be was doing riglit. ConsonaTit to tliia rule, 
after the address of the Cork grand jury bad been presented to him, be ex- 
pressed his difference of opinion explicitly and decidedly. Complaints were 
made, that he had treated bisf'onstituents with disrespect, by not explaining 
fais reasons ; be felt the 'force of the observation, and thought himself called 
upon to ^sign his reasons. He did so in a letter to one of the magistrates, 
which the lionoirrable gentleman liad been pleased to dignify with the title of 
a pamphlet. 6 Pari. Deb. p. 12. 
• 12 Com. Joum. p. 35. 

" GEORGE R. 

" *' His majesty thanks his faithful commons for their loyal and 
' ^ dutiful address, and receives with pleasure their professions of attachment 
«* to his person, family, and government. 

** The House of Commons may depend upon his majest)'s warmest con- 
•* currence and support in all the great and important objects of their delibe- 
** rations, and that he will be always ready to co-operate witli them in any 
'.* measures tending to strengthen that lasting connection between the two 
•* kingdoms, so essentially nece9S&ry to the prosperity and happiness of all 
•* bis majesty's subjects. 

♦* His majesty observes, with much satisfaction, theirdesign of attending t6 
** regulations for the improvement of the credit, agriculture, and manufacturea 
«• of the kingdom, as well as to tbe security of public and x>rivate property, 
•• and the protection of society ; and agrees with them, that the encourage- 
*• ment of industry, and the improvement of the education and morals of his 
** people, are among the first objects wortliy «f the care and attention of the 
*' House of Commons of Ireland. 

" G. R.** 
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ber of armed men, and he himself resided in a place situate 
amongst bogs and fastnesses,. where he had a cannon placed at 
his door, by the firing of which he assembled the mob of the 
country ifor many miles around. He had attempted to dispos- 
sess several persons of their lands, particularly a Mr* Bourke, 
of Ballydogan. In the last month he went to the lands of that 
gentleman, and made a formal entry, at the same time telling 
the hind, who had the care of the catde, that if his master did 
not, before the 16th of February, send him a certain sum of 
money, he would carry his cattle away, where they should never 
be found. 

The solicitor general, on Mr. Ogle's statement to the com- 
mittee, informed them how far government had interfered in 
that business of Mr. O'Connor : they had not been inattentive 
to the information received of that gendeman's proceedings, 
but had applied to him and his colleague (the attorney general), 
in order to know how far they were warranted in employing an 
armed force to suppress him. They had returned their answer, 
that consistent with law and constitution, government was not 
warranted, until after due process the magistrates of the county- 
should have reported, that the power of the county was insuifi- 
cient. The magistrates, he said, were in a state of torpor ; no- 
thing more had been done by them, than receiving information, 
which information went to shew, that Mr. O'Connor had dis- 
possessed several persons of tlieir lands ; however, the law offi- 
cers could not advise. the taking repossession with a military 
force, until after due course of law. He concluded with thank- 
ing his right honourable friend, whose honest zeal for the Pro- 
testant interest of Ireland had given government an opportunity 
of explaining their conduct in that business. 

Mr. Conolly and some other genderaen of great landed pro- 
perty in the country, who had been much in the habit of sup- 
porting government, now appeared to have taken a decided part 
in the opposition to the Duke of Rutland's administration. On 
this same day the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir John Par- 
nell) moved, that the debt of the nation was 3,014,167/. ; on 
which Mr. Conolly observed, that the expences of government 
every year increased : that the minister came regularly to that 
house to complain of the deficiency in the revenue, and demand- 
ed a loan, which was granted on his promise of future cecono- 
my : at last the revenue was raised by new taxes to equal the 
expence, and still the expence had increased i he (as al^ Mr. 
Grattan) insisted upon the necessity of making a stand agiiinst 
the growth of expence, or else their constitution and commerce 
were at an end. Accordingly, on the 9th of February, Mr. 
Conolly moved the following resolutions : 1®. That the house 
did in the last session grant certain new taxes, estimated at 
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140,000/. per ann. for. the purpose of putting an end to the ac« 
cumulation of debt, 2^. That should the said taxes be conti« 
nued, it was absolutely pecessary, that the expences of the 
nation should be confined to her annual income. After a very 
warm and long debate, there appeared upon a division 73 for 
Mr. ConoUy's resolutions, and 149 against them. 

In the course of this debate the gentlemen of the opposition 
were frequently and loudly called upon for their confidence in 
the government, which they indignantly disclaimed.^ The 
grand attack which the patriots made on the treasury bench 
this session; was upon the pension list. 

Mr. Forbes led the van on the attack, and on the 6th of 
March moved the house, after a very animated speech, that the 
present applicatio'n and amount of pensions on the civil esta- 
blishment, were a grievance to the nation, and demanded re- 
dress. The motion produced a very interesting debate ; but it 
shared the same fate as the bill he afterwards introduced to 
limit the amount of pensions, which was lost by a majority of 
134 against 78. This bill was most strenuously opposed by 
Sir Hercules Langrishe, Mr. Mason, Mr. George Ponsonby^ 
the attorney-general, and the most leading men on the treasury 
bench, as a direct and indecent invasion of the royal prerogative. 
The attorney-general asserted, that the principle of the bill went 
to the most dangerous extent of any bill that had ever come be-» 

* Upon this subject Mr. Grattan ezclaiined (6 Pari. Debates, p. 119)<'V^bo 
*' would haeve imagined to have seen in the course of this debate, that faded 
** cockade of the Castle, confidence, advanced on the side of the court, confi- 
** dence in the Irish minister, in the uncontrolled expenditure of Irish money, 
** What, after all your experience, to prefer confidence to this resolution, re* 
" quires, in my opinion, a most robust conscience, and a most infirm under- 
" standing. Desirous as we all are to pay every respect, and with every pre- 
" dilection in favour of our present viceroy, a young man of a very noble un« 
** suspicious nature, exposed perhaps too much to importunity, yet who can 
'* answer for his continuance ? This confidence then must extend to all his 
«< successors, whoever they may be, of whatever cast, party, principle, or ca« 
** pacity. But even that won't do. .This confidence must extend to all the 
" secretaries of all the future lords lieutenants. In the last seven years we 
'* had seven lonl lieutenants and eight secretaries; The confidence must 
** then be extended to the lords and commons of Great Britain, or rather to 
the king's commission, on a pure an^ perfect persuasion that whom the king 
shall appoint, the Lord illuminates ; and where the purse is bestowed, there 
is the virtue, and there is the (economy. This will not do ; it is not sufficient 
" that viceroys should be god8....Iri8hmen must be angels, and importunity 
** and solicitation cease ; and in that event I submit to tlie force of the argu« 
*' ment of confidence, as something not according to reason, but above it." 

In the flight of that great orator's imagination, he h%s left us the following 
picture of the nation's expence. (fi Pari. Debates, p. 153.) ** See the chart 
** of yout credit, an evanescent speck just rising above the plane of the hori- 
** zon, and then it drops ; while your ffebt ascends like a pyramid, withxan au- 
" dacious defalcation, and almost culminates in your mouiian. Midway of 
V this mountain of debt, you will discern a line marking vAr effort to put an 
^ end ^ the practice of ninnipg in debt." 
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fore parliament ; it went to rob the crown of its responsibility 
sn the disposal bf the public money, and to convey it to that 
hotise, and even to the House of Peers. He then begged leave 
to remind the members of what happened after the passing of 
their favourite vote of 1757* The members of that house 
caballed together, forming themselves into little parties, and 
voting to each other hundreds of thousands. And as no go- 
vernment could go on without the aid of their leaders, it cost 
that nation more to break through that puisn aristocracy, which 
had made a property of parliament, than what it would by the 
pension list for many years,* On the side of the patriots, all 
the old arguments were urged with redoubled force against the 
pension list. Mr. Grattan gave great offence by the strong 
and harsk assertion, with which he closed hi's speech on Mr. 
Forbes's motion, viz. If he should vote that pensions were not 
a grievance^ he should vote an impudent^ an insolent^ and a public 
lie.^ 

* 6 Pari. Debates, p. 290. Tliis is a sort of ofEctal evidence, if any were 
wanting^, to prove tlie existence of tlie system of individual venality, whicli 
has been stated to have been established under the administration of Lord 
Townshend. Sir Hercules Langrish exerted his powers on tiiis occasion in 
an extraordinary manner, insomuch, that Mr. Georp^e Ponsonby said of him, 
that he had never heard a scries of lietter arguments, interspersed and enlivened 
with more brilliant strokes of wit, than the speech of the honourable baronet 
against that bill. Mr. George Ponsonby was so attached to the* government 
of the Duke of Rutland, that one of his principal arguments against the ])en- 
•ton bill, was, that it would convey censure upon his Grace's administration, 
which he did not de8er\'C. 

t Amongst the patriots, Mr. Curran shone conspicuous in support of the 
pension bill. (C Pari. Debates, p. 282) This polyglot of wealtli, said he, 
this museum of curiosities, the pension list, embraces every link in the human 
chain; every description of men, women, and children, from the exalted 
excellence of a Hawke or Uodney, to the debased situation of the lady who 
humbleth herself that she may be exalted. But tile lessons it inculcates form 
its greatest perfection ; it teaches that sloth and vice may eat that bread, 
which virtue and honesty may starve for after they had earned it. It teaches 
the idle and dissolute to hwk up for that s»i])p«rt, which they are too proud to 
stoop to cam. It directs the ipinds of raen to an entire reliance on tlie ruling 
uowerof the state, who feeds the ravens of the royal aviary, that cry continually 
for food. It teaches them to imitate those saints on the' pension list, that arc 
lUcethe lilies of the field, they toil not, neither do they spin, and yet are 
arrayed like Solomon in all his glory. In fine, it teaches a lesson, which 
indeed they might have learned from Epictetusi that it is sometimes good not 
to be over-virtuous : it shews, that in proportion as our distresses increase, the 
munificence of the crown inci'eascs also ; in proportion as our clothes are ront, 
the royal mantle is extended over us. 

On the same day Mr. Grattan exclaimed, when gentlemen say that the new 
•liarge for pensions i^ small, let me assure them they need not be alarmed ; 
tlie charge will be much greater; for unless your interposition should deter, 
what else is there to check it? Will public poverty? no: new taxes ? no: 
gratitude for those taxes ? no ; principle ? no ; profession ? no : the love of 
fame, or sense of infamy ? no. Confined to no one description of merit, or 
want of characttsr, under the autlioiity of that list, every man, woman, and 
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The remaining subject of difference between the ministiy 
and the patriots in that session, was upon the police bill, which 
had been for a considerable time a favourite object with govern^ 
ment to carry, in order to strengthen their interest in the city of 
Dublin, which, from the days of Dr. Lucas, they had felt 
declining, in. the independence, which he had laboured so stre^ 
nuously and successfully to establish. It was conceived by the 
opposition, that if the bill were carried for the city of Dublin^ 
it would in the next session be extended to evtry part of the 
kingdom : and it was also generally considered, that the report 
of popular risings and popish conspiracies against the Protestant 
ascendancy, had been industriously exaggerated for the purpose 
of intimidating the parliament into the adoption of that strong 
measure^ of government^ 

child in Ireland, have pretensions to' become a public incumbrance ; do that 
since gOYemment went so far, t marvel that they have stopped, unless the pen 
fell out of their hand from fatigue, for it could not be from principle. 

No, Sir, this list will go on ; it will go on till the merchant shall feel it^ 
until the manufacturer shall feel it, until the pension list shall take into its own 
hand the keys of taxation ; and instead of taxing licence to sell, shall tax 
the article and manufacture itself ; ufltfl we shall lose our great commercial 
resource, a comparative exemption from taxes, the gift of our poverty, and 
get an accumulation of taxes, to be the companion of our poverty ; until 
public indignation shall cry shame upon us, and the morality of & serious and 
offended community shall call out for the interposition of law. 

* Sir Edward Croflon, in opposing this bill, said, ** I have spoken of Mf. 
*' O'Connor in a former debate ; and I am firmly persuaded tliat, as to that 
'* gentleman, matters have been extremely exaggerated and misrepresented. 
f I know it has been mentioned as an affair, that required the interferenoe 
** of government ; and that camps, cannon, and fortifications, were erected* 
*< It was also rumoured, that the Roman Catholics were m open rebeltion^ 
" this was an insidious, infamous, and false report, calculated to cast an 
«' undeserved reflection oo a body of men remarkable for their loyalty to their 
*' sovereign, and their known attachment to the constitution j it was an ilUbe-* 
*' ral and an infamous attack on a people distinguished for their peaceable 
" demeanour, and was intended but to serve the purposes of this still more 
** infamous bill. 

** However great my knowledge may have been of the loyalty of the Roman 
^ Catholics ofthis country, yet I must confess, on this occasion, I was made • 
** dupe to report ; for from the gentleman, who bad declared the county of 
'* Roscommon to be in a state of rebellion, I could scarcely believe but govern- 
** mcnt had authority for saying so ; I confess, therefore, I felt for mv property ; 
" and it was natural I should make every possible enquiry; I did so, and 
" found there was no rebellion in the country ; and also found th^ trifling 
"disturbances, which have been so exaggerated, were only the effects of 
** some whiskey, to which the country people had been treated, and which 
" every gentleman knows operates on the lower order of people, as 9il of 
" rodium does on rats ; and what was very extraordinary, there Was not % 
" broken head dn the occasion. 

** I wrote to a gentleman of veracity, and a magistrate, (a Mr. Caulfield) 
" who assured me, Uie peace of the county was not for a ii^oment disturbed : 
" I offered to re-instate those gentlemen who were said to be dispossessed of 
*' their lands, with the assistance of a troop of dragoons ; the power was 
** denied me ; I therefore was well-founded in an opinion, that when this bill 
** was mentioned, the affair of Roscommon would be made a handle of, and 
VOL. III. 3 
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Mn ConoUy took a leading part in opposing the police biUj 
Which he observed, under the specious pretence of giving police, 
went to take away constitution. He was still positive, that he 
was well-founded in his opinion ; that the conduct of the admi« 
nistration was inimical to the constitution. The temperance of 
the volunteers since the noble duke's administration, deser\'ed 
their grateful approbation. When they were misguided, and 
adopted measures, which he conceived improper, he was 
not backward in avowing himself against their proceedings ; 
but when he reflected, that the moment the volunteers were 
told their conduct was disagreeable to parliament, they re- 
tired to the country without a murmur, such conduct secured 
his admiration, and made him tenacious of their liberties; 
nor could their arms be plaoed in better, hands than where they 
were. 

There were several heated debates upon this bill ; it was 
treated by opposition as a most unconstitutional job, a mere bill 
of patronage for ministerial purposes: although it must be al- 
lowed, that the secretary offered to alter whatever should be 
found objectionable in the committee, and some of the noxious 
clauses were withdrawn. Severaf petitions were presented 
against the bill, but received with ill grace. Amongst other 

?etitions, one was presented by the freeholders of the county of 
)ublin,' by Sir Edward Newnham, which the attorney-general 
moved to have rejected,^ as an insult to the house ; and it was 

• 

** that it would be said, the rebellion, as it was ludicrously termed, of O'Con- 
** nor, made it absolutely necessaiy. I am also convinced, that the affairs in 
** the south are likewise exag^rated, and by no means fairly stated^ so as 
'* to give rise to this measure.*' 6 Pari. Debates»n. 338. 

* The temper of the house will be better seen oy considering the petition 
which met with this severe fate. (6 I'arl. Debates, p. 3^8). 

A petition of the freeholders of the county of Dublin, signed by the sheriff 
of the said county, was presented to the house and read, setting forth that the 
" petitioners, deeply interested in the welfare of this country, the metropolis 
thereof, and the king»1om of Ireland at large, and anxiously solicitous for the 
honour and dignity of parliament, have, with the most sincere concern, ©b. 
served a bill, intituled " a bill for the better execution of the law within the city 
" of Dublin, and certain Parts adjacent thereto, and for quietmg and protecting 
*' possessions within this kingdom, for the more expeditious transporUtion of 
*« felons; for the reviving, continuing, and amending certain statutes therein 
*« mentioned, and for repealip^ an act passed in the irth and 18th years of 
«« the police of the city of Dublm,'* involving the chartered rights of the ancient 
and respectable corporation of the city of Dublin, the liberties, properties, 
snd domestic enjoyments of the inhabitants of the capital and its environs) 
precipitating through the House of Commons, at a time when a considerable 
number of members were unavoidably engaged in the business of the assizes, 
and therefore cmild not have had an opportunity of being consulted upon a 
subject of such m^itude; that the petitioners conceive that a certain class of 
men, who, from theit character and conduct have never been considered as 
objecU of responsibility, underthe absolute control of certain commissioners 
nominated by the minister, with powers arbitrary and despotic, may to gratify 
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rejected by 118 against Sir Edward Newnham and Colonel 
Sharman, The attorney-general boasted of his indulgence iti 
not moving a censure against the petitioners: but should not 
again be so gentle, if the offence were repeated. This was the 
most important bill passed during the session. Several gentle- 
men on the treasury bench wished to bring in a bill for securing 
the persons, houses and properties of vicars, rectors, and cuv 
rates, actually resident within their respective parishes ; the 
introduction of which bill gave to several members an opportu- 
nity of giving vent to the feelings either of zeal for the hie- 
rarchy, or indignation against those, who were not of the 
establishment. ' But as the attorney-general considered them 
as effectually secured by the law, as other subjects, the bill was 
reluctantly drbpped. On the 8th of May, 1/86, the parliament 
was prorogued ; when his grace the lord-lieutenant, in his 
speech, assured them, that the determined spirit, with which 
they had marked their abhorrence of all lawless disorders and 
tumults, had already made an useful impression ; and the salu- 
tary laws enacted in that session, and particularly the introduc- 
tion of a system of police, were honourable proofs of their 
wisdom^ moderation, and prudence. He nxoreover assured 
them, that his majesty beheld with the highest satisfaction the 
zeal and loyalty of the people of Ireland : and that he had his 
majesty's express commands, to assure them of the most cordial 
returns of his royal favour and parental affection. 

When the parliament met according to the last adjournment, 
on the 18th of January, 1787, the lord lieutenant particularly 
applied to them for their assistance, in the effectual vindication 
of the laws and the protection of society : and reminded them, 

their own licentious diflpositions, force themselvea into the peaceful retreats of 
our families, and, under the pretence of protecting us from the depredations 
of others, commit the most indecent and cruel iiregularities, that tne debtor, 
to whom the law has afforded in his house a sanctuary, cannot be secure ; 
and the infirm and invalid, let their situation be ever so deplorahle, cannot be 
at rest ; our wives, children, and friends, will find their domestic enjoyment 
cease, the ultimate wish of life, retirement, done away: that the petitioner* 
are of opinion, that the powers granted by the bill to the commissioners, of 
raising bodies of armed men, although limited in number, together whh that 
of levying money to support the same, are dangerous expedients, und direcdy 
militate against the principles of the constitution : that the petitioners perceive 
with sorrow a certain and numerous body of tiieir fellow-subjects obliged to 
submit to an ignominious distinction, and marked suspicion, by a partial 
registiy of their names, occupations, and abodes, which regulation from any 
matter that has been set forth in the bill, or we can devise, we cannot but 
consider as oppressive and unnecessary: that the petitioners consider the 
clause, which includes that part of the county of Dublin within the circular 
road in the district of the metropolis, as highly oppressive upon the inhabi- 
tants of the county of Dublin residing therein, as it subjects them to a two- 
fold taxation ; and therefore praying to be heard by thGnv^elvcs, or their 
cpqncil, at the bar of the house again^ the said bill." 
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that their uniform regard for the rights of their fellow subjects, 
and their zealous attachment to the religious and civil constitu- 
tion of their country, would stimulate their attention to their 
inseparable interests, and would ensure their special support 
of the established church and the respectable situation of its 
ministers* He also informed them, that he had ordered a copy 
of the treaty of commerce with the French king to be laid be- 
fore them, and he hoped, that the adoption of it in Ireland, by 
such laws as would be requisite to give it effect, would be at* 
tended with the most beneficial consequences to the country* 
These objects of recommendation formed the bulk of the busi« 
ness of the session. 

Mr* Conolly made some observations upon that part of the 
address, which alluded to the disturbances in the south ; he 
could by no means admit, that they were pis extensive as repre* 
sented by government* He wished not to make any reflection 
upon the worthy chief governor, whom, he said, he knew to be an 
honeit man and the friend of both countries ; he did not suspect 
him, but the administration : and against them he made the 
most serious, and at the same time the most important charge, 
that could be laid at the door of the roost wicked administration. 
It is the more necessaiy to advert to the nature of this charge, 
fLS it has been almost uniformly objected from this time fcftm 
.^ards to the measures of every administration, down to the 
close of the union, but with what justice, subsequent events will 
disclose. A charge of such intense malevolence, and of such 
incalculable mischief ought not to be even imagined without 
the strongest presumptions and grounds.^ Mr. Conolly ad- 
verted to the proclamations that had been issued, stating, that 
the greatest meetings ever known had been convened in the 
south i and that they were all in arms. Why then did not go- 
yemment suppress them in their infancy ? Why not punish the 

* 7 P»r. Deb. p. 21. Supposing, said Mr. Conolly, that these disturbances 
^ae as extensive as have been represented, but I hope in God they are not.... 
supposing they are as formidable as government have represented them in their 
proclamation^, are not the laws at present |n being sufficient to restore 
order ? They a.re abundantly so, if properly enforced. And hence, Sir, my 
suspicion is excited, when I behold administration attempting by insinuation, 
to establish the necessity of new laws for unnecessary purposes, or for some- 
thing worse. I am convinced that had administration been active, they 
might have checked these disturbances in embryo. I wiU.{tslc can any man 
entertain a- doubt .of it i and when they did not, what can M'e infer from it, 
but that there was some dar)c desitpi in suffering them to come to maturity ? 

And why do I suspect administration? Because of tlieir conduct on the 
propositions ; when they wished to prove, and to have us believe, that the 
retunied propositions were identically the same as the original ten, and were 
Veady to pass them with the same alacrity and vigour, although every man in 
;^the nation was convinced, that they coerced the commei-ce, and invadpd t^ 
jpQIustittttion of this kingdom. 
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supineneae of the magistrates, which was complained of and 

admitted on all bands f But he considered it as a measure to 

intimidate the Protestants of tha^ kingdom, and to furnish an 

immediate pretext for an unconstitutional police bilL If those 

turbulences were not exaggerated, government was highly cen^ 

durable for not having prevented them in time : if ihey were so, 

they were more criminal for having created ill-founded alarms. 

Mr* Longfield, who lived near Cloyne in the county of Cork, 

i^holly disclaimed the existence of such turbulence as had beeti 

represented under the desperate auspices of a Captain Rights 

whence his followers were dalled Right Boys. He informed tlie 

house, that his demesnes bordered the town of Cloyne : that 

although be had heard much of these disturbances last session, 

he had observed nothing of them in the course of the summer : 

the bishop of that diocese had not applied for any military 

assistance, but lived quietly secure at home, in the protection of 

the neighbouring gendemen. The first thing that could be 

called a disturbance, induced him to think government had a 

hand in it* Some very respectable people of Cloyne came to 

him, and told him that a bailiff belonging to the high sheriff had 

been sent amongst them, with notices to provide a quantity of 

arms and ammunition, and a number of horses, by the follpwing 

Sunday, for the use of Captain Right* It appeared odd, that a 

sheriff's bailiff should be employed on such a business, and, as 

a magistrate, he sent for him. He confessed the fact of having 

jserved the notices, and said he was employed by Captain Right. 

He was desired to give information against Captain Right^ 

which he refused ;. upon which the honourable member com* 

loitted him to gaol, returned the bills against him, and brought 

persons of credit, who had sworn examinations, and were ready 

to prosecute ; but to his astonishment, the grand jury threw out 

the bills. Mr^ Kemmis, the crown solicitor said, he could do 

nothing without an order from government, and as he was not 

in the habit of asking favours from government, there the matter 

dropped* 

This was the first disturbance he had heard of; the next was 
that Captain Right swore some of the people in his neighbour* 
hood to observe his regulations ; yet another gentleman and he, 
attended by a single servant, had made this fornnidable Captain 
Right a lU'isoner, and safely lodged him in gaol. Such being 
the case, there ought not to be a general charge of delinquency 
against the county of Cork, because some of its magistrates 
were supine. After what he mentioned, government sent 
forces down to that part of the country ; two of their officers 
were Englishmen, one a Scotchman; the people could not 
be supposed to have any very great partiality for them, or 
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{bej for the people, yet Aey lived unmolested in good quar- 
ters, and never had occasion to be called out to quell any di6«i 
turbance. 

A nobleman of great talents, knowledge, experience and 
sagacity, had the chief command of the troops sent into the pro- 
vince of Munsten If they had his report, were there any way 
of coming at it, it would shew that none but the lowest wretches, 
who groaned under the most intolerable oppressions, were en* 
gaged in any disturbance. If that noble lord were present, he 
would make them shudder at the account of the miseries of that 
wretched people. 

Sir James Cotter said, he came very lately from that county^ 
and to his knowledge, great disturba^nces did exist, and his re- 
port was confirmed by Mr* Warren. He had often been an eye 
witness to the violences of the deluded people. The honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Longfield) who had a great estate, and lived in 
the midst of his tenants, with a number of servants and depen- 
dants about him, might feel no apprehension ; but he, who had 
but a small fortune and few servants, had not, he said, for nine 
months last past gone to bed a single night that he was sure of 
rising in the morning with his life. He then related to the 
house an account of his having once been fired at by the' insur- 
gents, and of his being stopped by a number of armed men, who, 
as a very great favour, suffered him to depart unhurt. 

Mr. Curran observed, that had this address been, as all ad- 
dresses that he had ever read or heard of were, composed of tm- 
meaning stuff, he should not now rise to speak to it. But it was 
an address, that tended to inspire the mind of the chief govern- 
or with indignation for the wretched people of that country ; an 
address tending to impress the father of his people with the idea 
of their being in open revolt, to divert the royal mind from 
listening to the complaints of afflicted subjects, or alleviating 
their miseries ; it was a gross invective. To say it was necessa- 
ry^ was adding irony to invective. 

The people were oppressed, and before they poured the last 
drop into the vessel, and caused the waters of bitterness to 
overflow on them, they should well consider if the representa- 
tives of the nation had been remiss, if the magistrates through- 
out the kingdom had criminally been supine ; let them lay the 
blame at the right door ; cease to utter idle complaints of in- 
evitable efiects, when they themselves have been the causes. 
The man who would say, that the constitution in church and 
state was in danger, from the simple insurrection of a parcel of 
peasants, without order, without a head, without a leader, un- 
disciplined, unarmed, or only partially so, he would not take to 
be a very wise man ; and the map who would say so from any 
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thing, aave an error in judgment, he would not take to be eithet 
a wise or an honest man. 

Is it any wonder, said he, that the wretches whom woefiil 
and long experience has taught to doubt, and with justice to 
doubt, the attention and relief of the legislature, wretches, that 
have the utmost difficulty to keep life and soul together, and who 
must inevitably perish, if the hand of assistance were not stretch- 
ed out to them, should appear in tumult i No, Sir, it is not* 
Unbound to the sovereign by anyproof of his a£fection, unbound . 
to government by any instance of its protection, unbound to the 
country, or to the soil, by being destitute of any property in it^ 
'tis no wonder that the peasantry should be ripe for rebellion and 
revolt : so far from matter of surprise, it must naturally have 
been expected. 

The supineness of the magistrates, and the low state of the 
commissions of the peace throughout the kingdom, but parti* 
cularly in the county of Cork, should be rectified. A system of 
vile jobbing was one of the misfortunes of that coxmtiy : it ex* 
tended even to commissions of the peace : how else could the re- 
port of the four and twenty commissions of the peace, sent down 
to the county of Clare in one post be accounted for f Even the 
appointment of sherifis was notoriously in the hands of govern* 
ment ; and through jobbing, sheriffs themselves could not be 
trusted : two sheriffs ran away last year with executions in their 
pockets, and the late high sheriff of the county of Dublin had 
absconded. 

He concluded by moving the following amendments, viz; 
*'*' Though it is a great consolation to us to think, that these 
^^ outrages have not originated in any disa£fection in your ma- 
^ jesty's subjects of this kingdom to your majesty's government, 
^' or in any concerted design of disturbing our present happy con« 
^^ stitution either in church or state, but have been wholly con* 
** fined to some individuals of the lowest class of the people^ 
^' whose extreme indigence and distress, may be the occasion, 
though they cannot be a justification of such illegal proceed* 
ings ; and it is a further consolation to us to know, that the 
^* ordinary powers of the law now in being are fully adequate^ 
^ if duly exerted, to punish and restrain such excesses. 

'^ At the same time we humbly beg leave to represent to your 
^ majesty, that the public expences of this country have en* 
^' creased to a degree so far beyond the ability of the people t6 
^' bear, that we feel ourselves called upon by our duty to our 
^ constituents, to reduce those expences by every mode of re* 
^* trenchment, consistent with such honourable and necessary sup* 
^^ port to your majesty ^s government, within such limits as may 
** be compatible with the very exhausted resources of a distress- 
*^ ed people ; and we do not doubt of having your majesty's 
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I 

^ gracious approbation of a measure so essential to the commercial 
*^ hopes of jour kingdom of Ireland, as well as conducive to the 
*^ pei;manent peace and prosperity of this kingdom:" but they 
passed in the negative* 

On the 31st of January, 1787, when the house was in a com- 
mittee upon that part of his excellency's speech, which related 
to the commotions, Svhich in some places disturbed the public 
tranquillity ; the attorney-general (Fitzgibbon) submitted to the 
house the following narrative of facts, which he said had come 
to his knowledge respecting the proceedings of the insurgents.^ 
Their commencement was in one or two parishes in the county 
of Kerry, and they proceeded thus : the people assembled in a 
Catholic chapel and there took an oath to obey the laws of Cap- 
tain Right, and to starve the clergy* They then proceeded to 
the next parishes on the following Sunday, and there swore the 
people in the same manner, with this addition, that they (the peo- 
ple last sworn) should, on the ensuing Sunday, proceed to the 
chapels of their next neighbouring parishes, and swear the inhap 
bitants of those parishes in like manner* 

Proceeding in this manner they very soon went through the 
province of M unster* The first object of their reformation was 
tithes ; they swore not to give more than a certain price per 
acre ; not to take them from the minister at a great price ; not 
to assist or allow him to be assisted in drawing the tithe, and to 
permit no proctor* They next took upon them to prevent the 
collection of parish cesses ; then to nominate parish clerks, and 
in some cases curates ; to say what church should or should 
not be repaired ; and in one case to threaten that they would 
bum a new church, if the old one were not given for a mass 
house* At last they proceeded to regulate the price of lands, 
to raise the price of labour, and to oppose the collection of the 
hearth-money and other taxes* 

In all their proceedings they shewed the greatest address, 
with a degree of caution and circumspection, which was the 
more alarming, as it demonstrated system and design* Bodies 
of 5000 of them have been seen to march through the country- 
unarmed, and if met by any magistrate, who had spirit to ques- 
tion them, they had not offered the smallest rudeness or offence ; 
on the contrary they had allowed persons charged with crimes, 
to be taken from amongst them by the magistrate alone, unaided 
with any force* Wherever they went, they found the people, 
as ready to take an oath to cheat the clergy as they were to pro- 
pose it ; but if any one did resist, the torments which he was 
doomed to undergo, were too horrible even for savages to be 
supposed guilty of. In the middle of the night he was dragged 
from his bed, and buried alive in a grave lined with thorns, or 

• 7 Pur. Deb. p. ^, 
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he was set naked on horseback^ and tied to a saddle covered 
widi thorns : in addition to this, perhaps his ears were sawed 
off* There was that day an account received of two inilitaxy 
men, who had exerted themselves in the li^e of their duty, be* 
ing attacked by a body of Right Boys, and perhaps murdered, 
for there was but little hope of their recovering of their wounds. 
The way in which the Right Boys perpetrated that crime, was ; 
the two men were walking together armed, they set a dog at 
them, when one of the men fired ; he had no sooner thrown 
away his fire, than a multitude rushed upon the two from be- 
hind the ditches, and wounded them in a most shocking manner. 

Upon the best enquiry, there was not the least ground to ac- 
cuse the clergy of extortion. Far from receiving the tenth, he 
knew of no instance in which they received the twentieth part. 
He was well acquainted with the province of Munster, and that 
it was impossible for human wretchedness to exceed that of the 
miserable peasantry in that province. He knew, that the un- 
happy tenantry were ground to powder by relentless landlords. 
He knew that, far from being able to give the clergy their, just 
dues, they had not food or raiment for themselves ; the land- 
lord grasped the whole, and sony was he to add, that not satis- 
fied with the present extortion, some landl9rds had been- so 
base as to instigate the insurgents to rob the clergy 'vf their 
tithes, not in order to alleviate the distresses of the tenantry, 
but that they might add the clergy's share to the cruel rack* 
rents already paid. It would require the utmost ability of par- 
liament to come to the root of those evils. The poor people of 
Munster lived in a more abject state of poverty than human na- 
ture could be supposed able to bear ; their miseries were into* 
lerable, but they did not originate with the clergy; nor could 
the legislature stand by and see them take the redress into their 
own hands. Nothing could be done for their benefit while the 
country remained in a state of anarchy. 

Upon the best consideration that he had been able jto give the 
subject, two circunnstances, which had contributed to spread the 
commotions, required to be immediately corrected. 

The first was, that under the present existing law, the kind 
of combination, which pervaded the province of Munster, waa 
deemed but a misdemeanor; a b^lable offence, and no magis^ 
trate could refuse to take bail for it. 

The second was, the insufficiency and criminal neglect of nuu 
gistrates diroughout the great county of Cork ; there was scarce- 
ly a magistrate that would act. In the neighbourhood of the 
city of Cork, indeed, one gentleman, Mr. Mannix, exerted him- 
self, much to his own honour and the public benefit. In the west 
of the county, Mr. Cox also behaved with great propriety. If 

VOL. III. T 
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Other magistrates had acted in the same manner these two gen^ 
tlemen had, the commotions would not have existed for a months 
As to the grand jury not having found the bill against the she« 
riff's bailiff, he shewed the impossibility of framing an indict* 
ment upon the facts, he justified the crown solicitor, and moved 
^*' That it is the opinion of this committee, that some further 
^ provisions by statute are indispensably necessary to prevent 
^^ tumultuous rising and assemblies, and for the more adequate 
*^ and effectual punishment of persons guilty of outrage, riot 
^^ and illegal combination, and of administering and taking un^ 
** lawful oaths." 

> Some further conversation ensued, in which the atcomey ge« 
neral assured the house^ that it was impossible for the peasantry 
of Munster any longer to exist in the extreme wretchedness^ 
under which they laboured. A poor man was to pay 6/. for an 
acre of potatoe ground, which 6/. he was obliged to work out 
with his landlord at 5d. a day. The question was then put 
upon the resolution, which passed unanimously, whereupon the 
committee reported, and leave was given to bring in a bill, con- 
sonant to the tenor of the resolution. Several gentlemen in the 
opposition were very loud in declaiming against the profusion 
and extravagance of the government expences: complaints 
were successively made against the allowances to the printers 
of newspapers for inserting proclamations and advertisements, 
which were detrimental to the public,, and disgraceful to the 
nation, for the sum of t266L for repairing the road through the 
Phoenix Park, through which carts were not permitted to pass, 
for law bills for prosecuting Right Bo>s, for the expence of 
witnesses attending in London to give evidei\ce concerning the 
Irish propositions, for building countiy houses for the ofiicers of 
Ae crown, and other charges which were most scandalously 
brought agsunst the public : they were all defended by the mi» 
nisters, and of course none of the objectionable articles were 
disallowed. 

Mr. Conolly, who at this time took a very active part in the in- 
terest of the poor, and the welfare of his countr)', on the 9th of 
February, declared in the house, that it had been his intention, 
in the course of that session, to move an alteration in the tax of 
hearth-money, for the relief of the poor distressed cottagers : 
as however a large portion of that description of persons in the 
south were in a state of resistance to the laws of their country : 
he declared he would defer his motion till the people shoidd 
demean themselves peaceably as good subjects. Some obser« 
wtions upon the extreme hardship of this tax were made by Mr. 
Stewart, wheii Mr. Monk Mason said, he could not bear to hear 
the hearth-money spoken of as an oppressive tax : it had been 
paid for near a century without complaint, and he could see no 



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. U7 

xeason why it was on ajBudden become the fashion to exclaim 
against it. Such resistance from the treasury bench to the re- 
peal of this most oppressive tax, was little calculated to ensure 
the a£Fection of the lower orders of society. . 

Mr. ConoUy immediately afterwards called the attention of 
the house to a resolution, which he flattered himself would be 
unexceptionable to every part of it, which every gentleman who 
supported, or who opposed government, every honest Irishman 
and every honest Englishman must approve of. It was impos- 
aible, for any man to say, that running in debt could either serve 
Ireland or England. If in time of peace they thus continued 
to run in debt, what were they to do in the event of a war l^ He 
then moved, that the house determined to put an end to the 
ruinous practice of running in d^vJt, did the session before last 
vote new taxes estimated at 140,000/. per ann. and having on 
the same principle continued those taxes in the last session of 
parliament, then provided cheerfully to give and grant the same 
taxes in the decided expectation, that by his Grace the Lord 
Liieutenant's frugal and just management of the public reve* 
nues, thus gfeady enlarged, they would be then rendered sufii* 
cient to satisfy the public expences, without the further accumu- 
lation of debt or increase of taxes. It passed without a dissent- 
ing voice, when Mr. Conolly immediately moved, that the 
house, with the speaker, should attend the Lord Lieutenant 
with a copy of the resolution ; but the chancellor of the Exche- 
quer opposed this second motion as an indecent parade, and an 
intended censure on the chief governor ; the motion was with- 
drawn, and Mr. Conolly was complimented thereupon by the 
secretary, who was sure, that the right honourable member al- 
ways meant right. 

The bill for preventing tumultuous risings and assemblies, 
and for the more effectual punishment of persons guilty of out- 
rage, riot and illegal combination, and of administering and 
taking unlawful oaths, was introduced by the attorney general^ 
and was opposed in every stage by the patriots, who contended, 
that the existing laws were fully adequate to correct, punish 
and prevent the abuses, if properly carried into execution : that 
to punish a whole nation by imposing upon them the most sei- 
vere and unconstitutional laws, on account of the misconduct of 
a small part was unjust : that this act went infinitely beyond the 
English riot act : and would be productive of more discontent 

* With circumstances, political opinions often change* Mr. Conolly, who 
was one of the staunchest supporters of the union, on this occasion, so far 
avowed anti-unionism as the basis of his political creed, as to have volunteered 
this strong assertion : " Iwtb to have it in our pcmer to tutitt Kngland. ih 
onan vouiado morejor England than Ivsould. t vtQuld do any thing for ker 
short of an UnionV 7 Par. Deb. 133. 
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and confusion, than then unfortunately existed in that count ly. 
They admitted, that the South ought to be coercAi : they la- 
mented, that the peasantry in that district should have invaded 
personal security and undermined their own liberties : they de- 
plored the savage infatuation, which had prompted them to out- 
rage, and blushed for the necessity of strong measures, to curb 
their lawlessness. The hands of the magistrate ought to be 
strengthened, though not without limitation : the magistrate 
should be enabled to disperse meetings, that were notoriously 
convened for illegal purposes : nor ought they to be admitted 
to bail, who should have refused to disperse : and they fully al* 
lowed, that the persons, who dug graves, provided gibbets, and 
indulged in such atrocities should be punished capitally. They 
complained, that the principal deviations^ from the English 

* Mr. Grettan in his speech on this occasion pointed ot}t several of these 
deviation!! : 7 Par. Deb. 181. Another difference, from the riot act was, that 
in En^lund the proclamation is oblig-ed to be read; but by this bill, nothing 
more was required of the maeii^trate than to compiand the rioters to disperse 
in the king's name. If they did not disperse in one hour^ death was the con- 
sequence, and this he considered as putting an hour-glass in the hand of time, 
to run a race against the lives of the people { and this was certainly a great 
objection. Another objection was, that if a magistrate was stopped, when re- 
pairing to the place of riot, the person who stopped him, would be guilty of 
felony ; that was, though tlio magistrate was resorting^ to an unlawful place, 
Uie person who obstructed him, should be deemed to merit death. And if 
tJie persons did not disperse, if the magistrate was interrupted, the reckoning 
of time was to commence from the moment of his obstruction: and should 
tliey continue one hour they would be guilty of felony, and inciv the punish- 
ment of death ; that is, the interception of a magistrate, at a distance in this^ 
kingdom, was to be tantamount to the reading of a proclamation on the spot 
' in England. This he thought one of the severest 'clauses that was ever 
brought forward, or ever adopted. But even though this had been premised 
of the English riot act the measure of their severity should not be a measure 
for the legislation of the houses, if it should, it would be bad in principle, and 
worse in practice. Another clause of the bill made it felony to write, prints 
publish, send, or cairry any message, letter, or notice, tendmg to excite. insur- 
rection, that is, that a man who shall write or print any letter or notice, shall 
be guilty. ...of what?...!of felony! Like the Draconian laws, this bill had 
blood ! blood ! felony ! felony ! felony ! in every period, and in every sentence, 
^ow had this bill been law for some time past, what would be the situation of 
every man, who printed a newspaper for nine months past ? What would be 
the situation of every man who had written upon the subject of titlies ? For 
as the right of the clergy to tithes is acknowledged to be founded in law, and 
as the papers and writers have argued against them, what would be the con- 
sequence ? Who could tell how &ieir conduct might be construed in a coiul 
of law? or whether they might not be adjudged guilty of felony ? But he 
would not ask who would be guilty under such a law ; but be would ask, who 
would not be guilty f A perpetual mutiny bill had been once the law of tho 
land, and yet gentlemen both spoke and wrote against it as dangerous, uncon- 
stitutional, and beyond the power of parliament to sanction. Had this bill 
been then law, they would have all been guilty of felony, and suffered death. 
• Who could tell in what manner the words, tending to excite disturbance might 
be interpreted? The clause, respecting the taking of arms, and ammunition, 
CT money to purchase them, he observed, to bear a shnilarity to the white boy 
act \ but the white boy act was more gtuirded. He then looked to the clause^ 



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 140 

riot acts, were all founded in more intense severity : perpetuity 

was also another objection to the bill: and it was strongty 

urged) that this extreme rigour was not to be handed down to 

posterit)' as an inheritance: nor were the provinces of Ulster, 

Leinster and Connaught to be punished for their tranquillity 

In the same manner as Munster was for its turbulence : neither 

should such overstretched severity descend from the fathers 

to their children, as a kind of original sin, and death and felony 

be spread in every quarter through the land : should the bill 

in its then form pass,' it would become ineffectual from its ex* 

cessive rigour: it would be the triumph of the criminal and the 

stigma of the laws* The attorney general supported the devia^ 

tions from the English riot act : but abandoned the clause di« 

recting tlie magistrates to demolish the Roman Catholic cha^ 

pels, in which any combinations should have been formed or 

an unlawful oath administered. The debate was carried on 

with great warmth on both sides to a late hour. Mr. Orde, 

the secretary, particularly remarked, that he never could have 

concurred in the clause for pulling down the chapels, and was 

therefore happy, that it had been abandoned by his friend. He 

« 
that respected the prostrating places of public worship, and was remarkably 
pointed and severe upon it. He considered it as castings a stain of impiety on 
the whole nation, and enjoining tlie magistrates to commit that very act of 
violence, which is punished with death in the peasantry. It was a revival 
of tlie penal laws, and that in the most dangerous and exceptionable part. 
He called upon gentlemen to consider, that they had no^chaige against the 
Catholics to warrant this measure ; to consider, that they had not so much as 
cause for suspicion of them ; to consider, if Uiey were a Popish peasantry, 
they were actuated by no Popish motive ; to consider, that public thanks h^d 
been returned to tlie principal person of the Catholic religion in that country, 
for his manly exertions to maintain the public peace and to protect the rights 
of the established clergy : and he tliought, if there were any thing sacred or 
binding in religion, it would operate successfully against the present measure ; 
for it would cast a stigma on the Protestant religion. 

He had heard, he said of transgressors being dragged from the sanctuary, 
but he never heard of the sanctuaiy being demolished. It went so far as to 
bold out the laws as a sanction to sacrilege If the Roman Catholics were 
of a different religion, yet they had one common God and one common Saviour 
with gentlemen tnemselves ; and surely the God of the Protestant temple, was 
the God of the Catholic temple. What then did the clause en^ict ? That the 
magistrate should pull down the temple of his God, and should it be rebuilt, 
and as often as it was rebuilt for three years, he should again prostrate it, and 
so proceed, in repetition of his abominations, and thus stab the criminal through 
the side's of his God : a new idea indeed ! But tliis was not all, the magistrate^ 
was to sell by auction the altar of the divinity to pay for the sacrilege, that 
hail been committed on his house. By preventing the chapel fram being 
erected, he contended, that we must prohibit the exercise of religion for three 
years ; and that to remedy disturbance we resorted to iiTcligion, and endea- 
voured to establish it by act of parliament. A commission of the peace might 
full into the hands of a clerg}'man, and this clause first occasion him to preclude 
the practice of religion for three years, then involve him in vile abominations, 
and afterwards he must preach pe^ce upon eai*th and good will towards 
men. 
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lamented, that any thing should have appeared in print, pur« 
porting, that those insurrections had arisen from a popish con- 
spiracy: he declared, he not only did not believe it, but in 
some places he could say ; he knew it not to be true : and 
affirmed, that the insurgents had in some places deprived 
the Roman Catholic clergy of one half oi their income* 
That in respect to the book of a Right Rev. Prelate, (the 
Bishop of Cloyne) though he differed from him in some of 
his opmions, he thought highly of his ability and upright inten* 
tions.^ 

* Mr. Cumiiy in his speech, had particularly noticed the attempts to exag* 
gerate the disturbances of Munster, and to dye them with a reHsious tint, 
and he thence took an occasion to advert, for a moment, to the. ecclesiastical 
policy of Ireland for centuries past {7 Par. Deb. 193) The Church of Ireland, 
said be, has been in the hands of strangers, advanced to the mitre, not for 
their virtues or their knowledge, but quartered upon this country, through 
their own servility or the caprice of their benefactors, inclined naturally to 
oppress us, to hate us, and to defame us ; while the real duties of our religion 
have been performed by our own native clergy, who, with all the finer feelinn 
of gentlemen and scholars, have been obliged to do the drudgery of their 
profession for forty or at most fifty pounds a year, without the means of being 
liberal, from their poverty, and without the hope of advancing themselves 
by their learning or their virtues, in a country where preferment was noto- 
riously not to be attained bv either. On this ground he vindicated the gfeat 
body of the native acting clergy of Ireland, from any imputation, because of 
the small progress whioi Protestantism had made among them : The pride 
of episcopacy, and the low state, to which our ministers of the gospel wei« 
reduced, abundantly accounted for it. Their distresses and oppression, he 
said, were the real objects of parliamentary consideration ; and we could not 
interfere in the manner now proposed, without exposing them to the most 
imminent danger. 

He then adverted to the nature of the disturbances in the south. He couM 
not justify these outrages ; they ought to be punished, but we ought not to 
forget that we had ourselves expressly admitted that they had proceeded 
from the supineness of magistrates and the oppression of landlords. But now, 
he said, an act like this would be a proclamation of a religious war in the king- 
dom. A piiblication had been industriously circulated through a number of 
editions, stating that a scheme was formed between the Catholics and Presby. 
terians, for the subversion of the established reli|^on and constitution ; and 
the former were gravely informed that their religion absolved them from all 
tie of allegiance to the state, or observance of their oaths^ And this, he said, 
was not an opinion pronounced upon light authority, it was the deliberate 
assertion of a Reverend Prelate, whose judgment on one of the abstrusest 
points of our common law, had been opposed and with success to that of our 
venerable chancellor, who was perhaps the ablest common lawyer in either 
kingdom, except only those gentlemen who were not of the profession ; he 
then examined the justice of tlie learned author's publication, which he con- 
demned as founded on illiberality and misrepresentation, and tending to 
obstruct the advancement of our religion, and to annihilate the provision of 
the established clergy ; and tending also, manifestly to revive the dissensions, 
from wliich we had so recently emerged, and to plunge us into the barbarism, 
from which we were emerging, or perhaps to imbrue us in the bloodshed of 
a religious war. 

He said, that however the public may excuse the effects of mistaken zeal in 
tsie i*evereiid writer, this house would be degraded below itself, if it should 
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- Mr. Forbes with undaunted perseverance again brought 
in his bill for limiting pensions* A pension bill had at all 
' times been a favourite object of the patriots : but every former 
effort to procure it had, like the present, proved abortive. He 
contended, that from the mode of resistance offered by the ene- 
mies to that measure both in that and the preceding session, he 
was warranted in concluding that the majority of the house 
admitted the principle of the bill : they would not otherwise 
have moved to adjourn it to a distant day, but have met it with 
a direct negative. He urged it upon die double principle of 
economy and constitution, and complained of pensions granted 
daring pleasure to members of parliament even since the last 
session. Several gendemen of the opposition made very long 
and animated speeches upon the abuses of the pension list, not 
only by rewarding demjerit and infamy, and by corrupting the 
members of that house in particular by doubling the pensions 
of those, who before possessed them : but by introducing a new 
species of prostitution into that list, by the previous grant of 
honours and titles, for the direct purpose of engrafting pensions 
upon them. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Monk 
Mason, and Sir Henry Cavendish were the only opposers of 
the bill, who spoke to the question : the first alleged, that as 
a similar bill had before been rejected by that house, and no. 
thing had happened to render that proper then, which had before 
been improper, he should move to have it read a second time 
on the 1st of August : the second also insisted, that the new bill 
ought to be founded on some actual abuse, and none had been 
proved, and the third said, the bill went too far : the best way 
would be to take the pensioners singly, every man upon his own 
merit. The sportsman who fired at the whole covey, seldom 
hit a feather. In consonance with this idea, Mr. Jones said, 
that had he not full confidence, that the house would from its 
moderation adopt the bill, he should have moved, as an amend- 
ment : that an enquiry might be made into the character, cir« 
cumstances, and situation of the persons, to whom pensions 
were then paid. The bill was lost by a division of 129 
against 65. 

adopt so sSllj an intolerance, or lo abject a panic. He said, that tklr law 
would render the established church odious to the cduntry, and of course, 
prevent the progress of the established religion : that it would expose the 
maintenance of the great body of the clergy, to be stripped of the scanty 
pittance, to which the cruelly unequal distribution of church revenues had con* 
fined them ; that it wl>uld involve us in all the horrors of religious war; would 
throw us back into the miseiies of a weak, a licentious and a divided people; 
it would be a repeal of the acts, which our wisdom had made in favour of our 
Catholic brethren, in admitting them to the natural rights of fellow subjects 
and fellow christians. He therefore thought himself bound as a man anziooa 
for the rights of the country, for its peace, itsrtligion, and its morab, to votp 
against the committing of the bill. 
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On the 13th of March, 1787, Mr. Grattan, who appears to 
have been equally anxious to check the lawlessness, and relieve 
die distressess of the -poor, brought forward the subject of 
tithes* In that session they had on the subject of tumults, made 
some progress, though not much* It had been admitted, that 
such anhing drd exist, among the lower order of people, as dis- 
tress ; they had condemned their violence, they had made pro- 
visions for its punishment, but they had admitted also, that the 
peasantry were ground . to the earth ; thav had admitted the 
fact of distress : diey had acknowledged, that this distress should 
make part of the parliamentary enquiry ; they had thought pro* 
per indeed to postpone the day, but were agreed, not\mhstanding, 
in two things, the existence of present distress, and the neces- 
sity of future remedy. The system of supporting the clergy . 
was liable to radical objections ; in the south, it went against 
the^ first principle of iiuman existence ; in the south they tithed 
potatoes. The peasant paki often 7/. an acre for land, got 6</« 
a day for his labour, and paid from eight to twelve shillings for 
his tithe. That fact was sufficient to call for theii interference : 
it attacked cultivation in its cradle, and tithed the lowest, the 
most general, and the most compassionate subsistence of human 
life* That was the more severely felt, because chiefly confined 
to the south, one of the great regions of poverty« In Connaught, 
potatoes paid no tithe, in the north a moderate modus took 
place ; but in the south they paid a great tithe, and in the south 
they had perpetual disturbances. The tithe of potatoes was 
not the only distress ; 6/. or 7/* an acre for laiid, and 6^/. a day 
for labour, were also causes of misery ; but the addition of 
eight, ten, or twelve shillings tithe, to die two other pauses, 
was a very great aggravation of that miser)-- ; nor was it because 
they could not well interfere in regulating the rent of land 
or price of labour, that they therefore should not interfere where 
they could regulate and relieve ; why they should suflFer a most 
heavy tithe to be added to the high price of rent ?nd the low 
price of labour ; it was a false supposition, that a diminution 
of the tithe of potatoes would be only an augmentation of the 
rent, for rdnt was not higher in counties where potatoes were 
not tithed, nor could an existing lease be cancelled and the rent 
increased by the diminishing or taking off the tithe : neither 
was there any similitude between tithe and rent, which would 
justify the comparison ; rent was payment for land, tithe pay- 
menl! for capital and labour expended on land ; the proportion 
of rent diminished with the proportion of the produce, that is^ 
of the industry; the proportion of tithe increased with the 
industry, rent therefore, even a high rent, might be a compulsion 
on labour, and tithe a penalty. The cottier, paid tithe, and the 
grazier did not ; the rich grazier, with a very beneficial lease, 
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«tid without any system of husbandry, was exempted, and threw 
the parson on labour and poverty. As this was against the 
first principle of husbandry, so another regulation was against 
the first principle of manufacture ; they tithed flax, rape and 
hemp, the rudiments of manufacture. Hence, in the north, 
they had no flax farmers, though many cultivated flax. You 
gave a premium for the growth of flax, a premium for the land 
carriage and export of com, and they gave the parson the tithe 
of the land, labour, and cultivation occupied therein, contrary 
to the prpsperi^ of either ; as far as they had settled they were 
iNTTong, and wrong where they had unsettled. What was the 
tithe was one question, what was titheable another. Claimii 
had been made to the tithe of turf, the t^the of roots, moduses 
had been disputed, litigation had been added to oppression, the 
business had been ever shamefully neglected by parliament, and 
had been left to be regulated, more or less, by the dexterity of 
the tithe proctor, and the violence of the parish; so that distress 
had not been confined to the people, it had extended to the pai^ 
son ; their system was not only against the first principle of 
human existence, against the first principle of good husbandry, 
against the first principle of manufacture, against the first prin* 
ciple of public quiet, it went also against the security and dignity 
of the cler^. Their case had been reduced to two propositions^ 
^iSiat they itrere nbt supported by the real tithes or the tenths ; 
and that they were supported by a degrading annual contract i 
^e real tithe or tenth is therefore unnecessary for their support^ 
fer they had done without it; and the annual contract was 
improper by their own admission, and the interference of par- 
liament proper therefore. Certainly the annual contract was 
belo^ the dignity of a clergyman ; he was to make a bargain 
with the squire^ the farmer, and the peasant, on « subject 
which they did, and he did not understand ; the more his hu* 
inanity and his erudition the less his income i it was a situation 
where the parson's property fell with his virtues, and rose with 
his bad qualities. Just so the parishioner ; he lost by being 
ingenuous, and he saved by dishonesty. The pastor of the 
people was made a spy on the husbandman t he was reduced to 
become the annual teazing contractsr and litigant with a flock, 
among whom he was to extend religion by his personal popu* 
lari^ ; an si^Qt became necessary for him, it relieved him in 
this situation, and this agent or proctor involved him in new 
odium and new disputes; the squire not seldom defrauded 
him, and he was obliged to submit in repose ,and protection, 
and to reprise on the cottier, so that it often happened, that the 
clergyman did not receive the thirtieth, and die peasant paid 
more than the tenth ; the natural result of that^ was a system, 

VQL. III. u 
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whicK made the parson dependent on the rich for his repose^ 
and on the poor for his subsistence. The spirit of many cler« 
gymtn, and the justice of many country gentlemen, resisted 
such an evil in many cases, but the evil was laid in the law, 
which it was their duty and interest to regulate. From a situ* 
ation so ungracious, from the disgrace and loss of making in his 
own person a little bargain with squires, farmers, and peasants, 
of each and every description, and from non-residence, the par- 
son was obliged to take refuge in the assistance of a character, 
by name a tidie farmer, and by profession an extortioner ; that 
extortioner became part of the establishment of the church ; by 
interest and situation, there were two descriptions of men he 
was sure to defraud ; the one was the parson, and the other the 
people ; he collected sometimes at fifty per cent, he gave the 
€lerg\'man less than he ought to receive, and took from the pea* 
sants more than they ought to pay ; he was not an agent, who 
was to collect a certain rent, he was an adventurer, who gave 
•a certain rate for the privilege of making a bad use of an un- 
setded claim ; that claim, over the powers of collection, and 
what was teazing or provoking in the law, was in his hand an 
instrument not of ju3tice but of usury; he sometimes set the 
tithes to a second tithe farmer, so that the land became a prey 
to a subordination of vultures. 

In arbitrary countries the revenue was collected by men, who 
farmed it, and it was a mode of oppression the most severe ; in 
the piost arbitrary country' the farming of the revenue was given 
to the Jews. I'hey introduced that practice into the collection 
of tithes, and the tithe farmer frequently called in aid of Chris- 
tianity the arts of the synagogue ; obnoxious on account of all 
that, the unoffending clergyman thrown off the rich upon the 
poor, cheated exceedingly by his tithe farmer^ and afterwards 
involved in his odium, became an object of outage : his pro- 
perty and person were both attacked, and in both the religion and 
laws of the country scandalized and diM;raced. The same 
cause, which produced a violent attack on me clergyman among 
the lower order of the community, produced among some of 
the higher orders a languor and neutrality in defending him. 
Thus outraged and forsaken he came to parliament; they abhor- 
red the barbarity, they punished the tumult, they acknowledged 
the injury, but they were afraid of administering any radical or 
effectual relief; because they were afraid of the claims of the 
church ; they Maimed the tenth of whatever by capital, indus- 
try, or premium, was produced from land. One thousand men 
claimed. this; and they claimed this without any stipulation, 
for what appears/or the support of the poor, the repair of the 
;churcli, or even the residence of the preacher. Alarmed at the 
extent of such a c^m, they conceived^ that the difficulty of col- 
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lection was their security, and feared to give powers, which 
Blight be necessary for the collection of customary tithes, lest 
the clergy should use those powers for the enforcing of a long 
catalogue of dangerous pretensions* They had reason for that 
apprehension ; and the last clause in the Riot Act had prompts 
ed a clergynian in the south to demand the tithe of agistment, 
and to attempt to renew a confusion, which their act intended 
to compose. The present state of the clergyman was, that ho 
could not collect his customary tithe without the interference of 
parliament, and parliament could not interfere without making 
a general regulation, lest any assistance then given shoidd be 
applied to the enforcement of dormant claims, ambiguous and 
unlimited* 

Thus the situation of the clergy, as well as of the people^ 
called on the house to take up at large the subject of the tithe* 
They had two grounds for such an investigation, the distress of 
the clergy, and the distress of the people* 

He then moved the following resolution : " That if it appear, 
*' at the commencement of the next session of parliament, that 
•* public tranquillity has been restored in those parts of th^ 
^^ kingdom that have lately been disturbed, and due obedience 
^^ paid to the laws, this house will take into consideration the 
'^ subject of tithes, and endeavour to form some plan for th6 
^^ honourable support of the clergy, and the ease of the peo»- 
** pie*'' 

Mr. Secretary Orde differed from Mr. Grattan^and insisted, 
fhat in the existing circumstances of the country it was impos* 
sible in oAy degree to hold out an expectation, that the house 
would even enter upon the subject. Sir Henry Haratonge se* 
conded Mr* GratCan's motion, because the people was admitted 
on all hands to suffer great hardships and oppression. The de- 
bate was continued with much animation to a very late hour : 
and several of the gentlemen, who usually voted with Mr* Grat- 
tan, expressed their wishes, that he would withdraw his motion. 
This brought him up again at a very late hour ; and he observ- 
ed, that the subject had been agitated in such a variety of dif- 
ferent ways^ and opposed by so many gentlemen, that even at 
that late hour of the night he felt himself under the necessity of 
making some observations $ and at the same time he assured 
the house, that nothing but a conviction of the propriety of the 
motion could make him resist the wishes of so many gendemen, 
whom personally he loved and respected ; but he should appeaib 
a very light man, were he, by withdrawing the motion, to give 
any ground to suppose, that he had taken up the subject without 
the most mature consideration, or that he would hazard such n 
motion without duly considering its consequences. This wai 
not the case ; and therefore it was not the smallness of the mi- 
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Bority, in which he might be found, that would induce faifli ta 
relinquish a measure arising from justice, mercy, and true poll* 
cy» The only effect a defeat on that occasion could produce 
would be, to confirm him in a resolution of doing in the next 
session that, which the situation of the church and the people 
required* He had the utmost veneration, love, and respect for 
the churcbf which he was determined to prove, not by words 
only, but by acta* He had heard, indeed, very plausible pro- 
fessicms of regard to the church : but while they remained mere 
words, unaccompanied by deeds, he should pay litde regard to 
diemt He was determined to prove his affection to the church 
by his actions, by securing her ministers in an honourable affla* 
ent independence, and by removing every cause of dispute that 
could endanger their persons or properties* 

He could have wished, that government had not taken anjr 
part in the business* He could not see what an English cabi« 
net, or an Irish secretary, had to do with it. The gentlemen of 
the country knew best tfieir own situation ; it should therefore 
have been left to them. On the riot bill the house had resolved 
themselves into a committee on that part of the lord lieutenant's 
speech, which respected the disturbances ; they did not, how- 
ever, examine at all,* whether there were any disturbances, but 
they adopted a measure more adapted to an adult sedition than 
to the suppression of a flying peasantry* However, as ministers 
were responsible for the qiuet of the country, the measure was 
agreed to ; but having done so, it certainly was now necessary 
ro enquire into the distresses of the people, to enquire into 
their grievances after they had become coerced itito #)edience, 
after it had been declared by some of the firat officers of the 
state, and allowed by every one, that they were bowed down 
with misery, and ground to powdex" with oppression ; after they 
had passed a law to shoot, and to hang, and to whip, and to 
banish, and to imprison them, could it be thought too soon to 
enquire into their grievances? It might, indeed^ be too late, but 
the digQity of parliament would be injured* And how has the 
right honourable gentleman mainuined that dignity i By seal- 
ing up the lips of me majority, and pronouncing his veto against 
compassion* I should have wished, continued he, he had not 
risen, or that the imperial veto had POt sealed up the springs of 
humanity* 

It has.been said* that the exoneration of potatoes from tithe 
would be of no advantage to the poor* Where had gentlemen 
learned that doctrine i Certainly not in the report of Lord Car.. 
hampton* Or would they say, that taking sixteen shillings an 
acre off potatoes is no benefit to the n^iser^le man, who de» 
peads on them as his only food ? 
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ilt had been admitted, that som^ tithes are illegal, auch as 
.diose OB turf, and the poor man was advised to institute a law- 
suit for relief. Were gentlemen serious when they gave that 
advice i or would they point out, how the man, who earned five 
pence a day was to cope with the wealthy tithe farmer that op- 
pressed him ? 

It had been ssud, they should not pay any regard to people in 
a state of resistance ; that it would be derogatory from the dig- 
nity of parliament, and that they should apply in proper form* 
He laughed at such language ; 'there could never be a time 
when it was improper for the legislature to do justice. Mr* 
Crattan's motion was then superseded without a division. • 

When the bill for better executing the laws, and for the bet* 
ter preservation of the peace widiin the counties at large was 
read a seoqnd time, it was warmly opposed by several of the 
patriots ; Mr. Griffith* was unwilling it should be brought 

* This gentleman was veiy yehement In hU expressions on this occasion. 7 
Par. Deb. p. 445. He objected a|nunst going into a bill of that importance, in 
a house consisting of not one tbira of the members, and roost of those present 
were aids de camp, searchers, packers, piugers, placemen of all descriptions, 
and pensioners. And that it was biffhiy mdecent at that time to press forward 
a bill of such consequence, a bill, which created thirty-two additional judges, 
which annulled six hundred magistrates, which raised an army of three -thou- 
tand soldiers, under the name of constables, and changed the administration 
of the justice of the country, Mr. John O'Neile said the bill would raise a 
.body of five thousand sub-constables, which was equal to one full third of the 
stan^g army, and had but two objects, viz. to increase the patronage of the 
crown, and to overawe the people, Mr. Charles O'Neile was vehement in the 
support of the bill. 

On ^he furUier progress of this bill, Mr. Fitzgibbon ver^ taimtingly upbraid- 
braided the gentlemen on the opposition bench, for their silence, as if proceed- 
ing from inu>ility and ignorance, which was highly resented by Mr. John 
O'Neile and Mr. ConoUy : the former reminded the attorney general of seve- 
ral unconstitutional acts broujrht in by him, some of which still disgraced the 
jtatute books .-namely, the bill for securing the liberty of the press, which dew 
prived the subject of his birth-right ; a trial b^ jury ; and vested in the ma- 
gistrate the executive of judicial powers, making him at once the judge, who 
was to preside, the jury to deliberate, and the executioner, who was Xa punit^h : 
his prosecutions )>y attachment, which met with the loud and general condem- 
nation of all ranks of men and of lawyers fully as able ks himself, which also 
deprived the subject of his birth-right, the trial by jury :• and lasUy, his bill to 
nrevent tumultuous risinf^a as it first stood, enioining the prostration of the 
':(ousea of religious worship, which would have driven two-thirds of Uie people 
tp despair, madness, and rebellion. He warned ministry to desist from that 
overbearing exultation, with which they carried questions by their majorities, 
and insolently* attempted to run down country gentlenten from standing up in 
support of thcsr oppressed cowitirmen. Mr. ConoUy observed, that a countiy 
gentleman mig|it be well excused, if, in bis seal to serve the country, he feu 
into some error upon the constitution : but no apblogy could be made for the 
law officer of the crown, at the head of his own profession, who, to seduce that 
bou«e, openly i|#serted so false a fact, as that in giving them that bill, he was 
fixing tiem the lam of Great Britain^ where constables were not made and 

rid by government. The attorney general made a full apology to Mr. O'Keile. 
Pari, Debates^ p. 474. 
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forward before so thin a house : Sir Edward Crofton opposed 
it on the same ground, as well as upon the unconstitutional ten- 
dency of the measure. Mr. ConoUy entertained the most se- 
rious apprehensions from putting the country under an armed 
marechausee, by making constables dependent upon govern- 
ment for their salaries. He had, he said, asked the attorney 
general, when the Riot Act was introduced, whether it were 
intended to be followed up with a general police bill ; and the 
right honourable gentleman had said it was not. The attorney 
l^eneral still persisted, that no such thing was intended, and he 
pledged himself to prove in the committee, that the bill theft 
before them had no such tendency. Mr. ConoUy professed 
himself anxious to have the laws strictly executed, though in a 
constitutional way. He always approved of a Riot Act, and 
was confirmed in that opinion by the late Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, the known friend to liberty, who declined going over tp 
Ireland, alleging, that he never would go to a country, where 
a Riot Act never had existed. Yet he would not object to the 
bill, if the constables to be appointed under it were to be elective 
in the counties by the grand juries. The bill was committed 
by a very large majority. 

It was singular, that so many sessions had passed over without 
any motion or resolutiot^. concerning the body of Roman Catho- 
lics : the Protestant part of the nation had latterly become much 
reconciled to them, as appeared by the liberal declarations of the 
volunteer corps. On the 4th of April, 1787, Mr. Brown, of 
the college, without any previous notice, or any particular view, 
brought them under the consideration of the House of Com- 
mons, by a motion, which he carried^ even against the vote of 
the secretary. The motion was in itself of trifling consequence : 
though every circumstance, which ascertains the disposition for 
the time being, of the government and parliament towards that 
numerous part of the Irish nation, cannot be indifferent to those, 
who take an interest in the history of that kingdom. He 
accordingly moved, " *That the proper officer do lay before 
'* this house, copies of all the rolls, which have been transmitted 
^^ to, and deposited in the Rolls Office of this kingdom, con- 
^^ taining the names, titles, additions, and places of abode of 
^^ such persons as have taken the oath prescribed by the statute 
*^ of the 13th and 14th years of his present maje&ty, intituled, 
^^ An act to enable his majesty's subjects of whatever persuasion, 
" to testify their allegiance to him ; specifying the time when, 
** and the court or magistrate, before whom they respectively 
'* took the said oath. Also, that the proper o$cer do lay 
^ before this house, copies of the returns, which have been made 

• 13 Joum. Com. p. 258. 
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*f to the clerk of the privy council, by the registers of the several 
^^ dioceses in this kingdom, of the names, abodes, ages, parishes, 
^ times and places of receiving Popish orders of such Popish 
^ ecclesiastics as have been registered in pursuance of an act of 
^^ the 21st and 22d years of his present majesty, intituled, An 
^^ act for the further relief of his majesty's subjects of this king* 
** dom professing the popish religion." 

The Secretary of State could not conceive for what purpose 
those motions were made ; and as the motion affected great 
bodies of men, he hoped he would oblige 4he house with his 
motive* 

Mn Browne said, that in the year ir/4, an act passed, by 
which any of his majesty's subjects were enabled to testify their 
allegiance. The dissenters were particularly pleased at this, 
as before they had no such opportunity. In 1778, an act passed 
allowing Roman Catholics great advantages, such as taking long 
leases, with this proviso only, that they should previously have 
taken the oath of allegiance. Another act afterwards passed, 
taking off many restrictions, and giving them every advantage 
possessed by Protestants, except filling any of the offices of state. 
He wished to know how generally the oath of allegiance had 
been taken ? 

Mr. Charles O'Neill observed, that the motion might gratify 
curiosity, but could not answer any useful purpose ; and the 
secretary of state thought the object of those modons was to 
insinuate an imputation upon two great bodies of men, to excite 
ja suspicion of their fellow subjects. Convinced how groundless 
such a charge would be, and convinced of the extreme danger 
of making it, he should vote against the motion. Pamphlets of 
a very exceptionable nature had been published, and the nation 
might apprehend, that the house w^s proceeding to that investi- 
gation in consequence. Upon that ground he also objected to 
the motion. He wished the business not to be pursued, as it 
went to revive matters, which every man should wish buried in 
perpetual oblivion. 

Mr. Griffith remarked, that there was not a body of people 
better affei^ted than the Roman Catholics. A very ill-judged 
^ suspicion had already given them the alarm, and that motion 
would still further increase it. He hoped^ from what had fallen 
from the secretary of state, the motion would be withdrawn. 
It was, however, put and carried. 

Two other subjects occupied the attention of parliament during 
the session of 1787: one of them was, the consideration of tbe 
treaty of navigation and commerce with the French king :^ the 

' * Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole house, to whom it 
W18 referred to take into consideration, that part of hia grace tbe.lord-lieute- 
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other was a plan of education, which appeared to have beeit 
a favourite subject of attention and study to the secretary for 
two years. Shordy before the close of the session, he submitted 
the plan of it to the house ; but it was not relished or supported 
according to his wishes or expectations. The parliament was 
prorogued on the 28th of May: and his excellency's speech 
comprised the usual thanks for the supplies, assurances of his 
majesty's affectionate protection, and promises of his own (eco- 
nomical application of the revenue, and a recommendation to 
the people of regula»and peaceable demeanour* 

In the long and interesting discussion of the treaty of naviga- 
tion and commerce with the « French king, the parliament of 
Great Britain was not altogether inattentive to the interests of 
Ireland. When the report of the committee upon that treaty 
was brought up to the British House of Commons, notice was 
taken of what had been said relative to Ireland, and the Irish 
propositions, arguing, that great good might result to Ireland, 
tf she passed laws adapted to the regulations of duties contained 
in the tarift. 

Mr. Flood said, that he could assure the right honourable 
gentleman and the house, that he felt no extreme anxiety for the 
attainment of any benefits for Ireland through the medium of 
a treaty, to which he had so many objections on the ground of 
its being disadvantageous to Great Britain. He had on a for- 
mer day stated, that if the sentiments of the manufacturers 
remained unaltered, they could not but be adverse to a treaty 
with France, founded on principles so transcendendy more 
injurious to their interests, than the principles of the former 
treaty with Ireland. Nothing could be more self-evident, than 
that if the reasoning of the manufacturers had been rig^t on 
that occasion and their apprehensions had been justifiable, the 
same style of reasoning would apply more forcibly on the present 
occasion, and their apprehensions would be still more justifiable. 
With regard to the court of France understanding, that Ireland 
was implied and comprehended in the present treaty, although 
it were not so declared in express words in any part of the treaty, 
he asked what security had Ireland for her ^are of the advan« 
tages or privileges^ which the treaty held out to Great Britain, 
if either privileges or advantages were likely to arise from it, 
any more than she had for the court of Lisbon's extending to 
her the advantages of the Methuen treaty, which it was well 

Dint's speech, which related to the trenty of nsvieation and commerce, con- 
cluded by his majesty with the Most Christain kin^^, the resolutions, which 
tlie committee had directed him to report in the house, which he read in his 
place, and after delivered in ftt the table. They were fiftesn in numbepy and 
are to be seen in the Appendix, No. LXXVII. 
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Icnqvn she had refused to suffer Ireland to participate of, ia 
violation of the spirit aod meaning of that treaty, and which 
treaty on the part of Portugal, although it had been five years 
in negotiation, no redress had been obtained for Ireland. Mr* 
Flood stated his conviction, that the commercial treaty was 
neither likely to be a benefit to Great Britain or Ireland, and he 
thought a stronger proof of its objectionable invalidity could 
not be stated to the friends of Ireland, (and ever}* honest Britoa 
must be the friend of Ireland, because her interests were so 
deeply involved and interwoven with the interests of Great Bri- 
tain, that they were inseparable considerations,) than the extra- 
ordinary position, in which the commercial treaty would place 
the two countries of France and Ireland, by entitling France to 
commercial privileges and advantages in Great Britain, to which 
Ireland was not entitled ; and by entiding Ireland to greater 
privileges and advantages in France, than she could obtain in 
Great Britain. 

Mr. Grenville declared, that Great Britain had two years ago 
made a liberal offer to Ireland, which the parliament of that 
misled and infatuated people had been persuaded to refuse* 
He never would admit the doctrine, that therefore Great Britain 
. had no right to treat and conclude a commercial treaty with 
France, adapted to her own commercial circumstances, without 
considering herself as a dependant on Ireland, and consulting- 
her previously upon the subject. Mr. Grenville went into a 
recapitulation of the parliamentary transactions of the year 
1785, respecting the commercial arrangements then agitated in 
favour of Ireland, and consulting her previously upon the sub- 
ject. He said, that the offer of Great Britain had been more 
liberal than it perhaps ever might prove again ; and that it ill 
became those, who hkd principally stood forward in the parlia- 
ment of Ireland to persuade that assembly to reject the offer, 
to be afterwards aqpiong the foremost to endeavour to pt-event 
this country from cafrying into execution a treaty with France, 
which was concluded with a view to the benefit of Great Britain. 
Ireland had been favoured with an early option of solid and 
substantial advantage : and Ireland had rejected the offer under 
circumstances of great delusion, and under artful misrepresenta- 
tions of the real nature of that offer, he was ready to admit ; 
but having rejected it, till she saw her fatal delusion, and was, 
from conviction of the value of what she had been so unhappily 
persuaded to refuse, induced to ask Great Britain to give her a 
second option, she had not the smallest pretensions to complain 
of neglect gf her interests on the part of Great Britain ; and the 
more especially, as the present commercial treaty with France 
had been concluded with an eye to her interests equally with 

VOL. III. X 
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the interests of this country, as it lay with the parliament of 
Ireland to decide for themselves, and if they thought the 
treaty advantageous to that country, they had it in their power 
to make it so, by passing laws adapted to ihe stipulations in the 
tariiF. 

Mr Flood answered, that he could not have conceived it pos* 
sible for three or four natural expressions to have drawn down 
upon him an animadversion, delivered in so high and imperative 
a tone* Being a native of Ireland, and having die honour to po5« 
sess a seat in the parliament of that kingdom, he had thought it 
his indispensable duty not to sit silent, when so much had beensaid 
on the subject of Ireland, and its commercial interests ; but he 
plainly saw, that if any man professed himself to be the real 
friend of Ireland, he was to be reprehended and stigmatized as 
the enemy of Great Britain. He had before declared, that he 
was a friend to both countries, and had said that every honest 
Briton must be the same. The right honourable gentleman 
had contended, that Great Britain was not the dependant of 
Ireland, it was undoubtedly true ; but was Great Britain not 
bounden to take care of the interests of every part of the em- 
pire ? The parliament of Great Britain was the imperial parlia- 
ment : was it not then the indispensable duty of that parliament, 
in every great national measure, to look to the general interests 
of the empire, and to see that no injurious consequences fol- 
lowed to the peculiar interests of any part of it. If this were 
admitted, would any man say, that Ireland was not to be con- 
sidered on the present important occasion ? And why, because 
the parliament of Ireland had rejected, and rejected with dis- 
dain, the commercial treaty of 1785. The right honourable 
gendeman had told them, that in 1785, Great Britain made a 
liberal offer to Ireland. This was the first time that it had been 
owned, that the treaty of 1785 was the offer of Great Britain, at 
the time the right honourable gentleman (he believed) had 
called the measure the Irish propositions, and stated them as 
coming from Ireland. He had now confessed the fact, and ac- 
knowledged (more, perhaps, than he meant to admit) that the 
propositions were English pmpositions, sent originally from 
hence to Ireland, then sent back, and ultimately returned from 
England in a shape widely altered from their original appear- 
ance. The right honourable gentleman had talked of delusion, 
and hinted, that those who endeavoured to open the eyes of the 
parliament of Ireland, were ashamed to avow their conduct. 
The right honourable gentleman was in error. He gloried in 
the share, which he had taken in that transaction. The offer 
had been insidious, and under colour of commercial advantage, 
the constitution of Ireland was endeavoured to be bartered 
away. Mr. Flood next took notice of wjtiat he termed the right 
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honourable gentleman's declaration, that till Ireland asked to 
have the propositions revived, she was to expect no favour 
from: Great Briuin. He said, that it reminded him of the de- 
claration of the right honourable gendeman (a member of that 
house) in an eminent situation in Ireland, who had obtained an 
address as a sanction of the measure, and who triumphandy 
told the House of Commons of Ireland, that in less than three 
months, when the people were undeceived, and the delusion in 
which they had been involved, cleared up, they would come in 
numbers to the house, execrate those members who had been 
most active in opposing that mass of propositions, some parts 
of which they bad been told, were English, some part Irish, 
some commercial, and some political, and earnesdy implore 
their revival. To ensure this triumph, some thousand copies, 
accompanied with the address to the lord lieutenant, had been 
printed and disseminated throughout the kingdom of Ireland, 
but to that day, no man had ventured to mention the revival of 
the propositions in parliament, nor was it at all likely that they 
should. Mr. Flood said, that he hoped it would not be thought 
that he had obtruded the subject of Ireland upon the house. It 
had been agitated for a considerable time before he interfered ; 
nor should he have said thus much, had he not thought that 
his silence would have been deemed a dereliction on his part of a 
cause, which it would ever be his pride to assist in maintaining 
and supporting. There was something so high in the tone of 
the right honourable gentleman, that it struck his ear as extra- 
ordinary ; he could not imagine that the right honourable gen- 
tleman meant any thing persbnal ; but he begged leave to say, 
that no man living should brow*beat him, or awe him into an 
unbecoming silence.* 

Mr. W. Grcnville said, that in the first place, he hoped that 
no man would believe that he meant to brow-beat the right ho- 
nourable gentleman ; and far less could he have intended to 
have stood up as professing to entertain any sentiment inimical 
to the interests of Ireland. To the contrar}', he professed And 

* I have giv^n this speech of Mr. Flood's in the British House of Commons, 
fts largely ss^found it reported, not only to prove what were the opinion and 
flings of tltfit part of the Irish nation and senate, which adopted his reason- 
ing, and moved by his influence (and they were not few), but more particu- 
larly to draw the reader's attention to the avowals of Mr. Flood, the most 
violent and impassioned asserter of Irish independence, that there existed a 
political necessity for a controlling superiority in the British, which was the 
imperial parliament, whose indispensable duty it was, in every great national 
measure, to look to the general interests of the empire* and to see that no in- 
jurious consequences followed to the peculiar interests of any part of it. Now, 
as Ireland did not claim any such controlling right over Great Britain, the in- 
dependence claimed could not be real, for all independence must be recipro- 
cal. The admission of these principles demonstrates the political necessity of* 
an incorporate onioA for the advantage of the empire at large. 
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felt a warm afFection and sincere regard, grounded on princi- 
ples of personal gratitude for past kindnesses and attentions to 
himself, and on a variety of dear and interesting considerations. 
In the progress of the Irish propositions throu^ that house, he 
had been actuated by those principles, and had stood up as the 
friend of Ireland to stem the torrent of prejudice, to resist and 
oppose the objectionis of interested individuals, and to reason 
into silence and conviction, the groundless alarms and appre- 
hensions of those manufacturers, who, misled by factious men, 
were taught to be terriBed at imaginary evils, and to expect 
dangers never likely to happen, Mr. Grenville stated the ob- 
ject and end of the Irish propositions, to have been for Great 
Britain to grant to Ireland as full a participation- of her com- 
mercial advantages as could be permitted consistendy with her 
own safct)^, and to secure a suitable return* The idea of its 
being intended to assume the power of legislating for Ireland, 
he contended, was nothing mere than an empty phantom, raised 
by the machinations of sophistr\', to frighten the parliament of 
Ireland from accepting one of the greatest boons ever offered 
to one countr}' by the impulse of the liberal and affectionate 
feelings of another. 

Mr. Fox reprobated the idea, that nothing beneficial to Ire- 
land was to be thought of, because she had refused the propo- 
sitions of 1 785. He entered into a detail of the natiu*e of those 
propositions ; stated his own conduct respecting them ; and 
concluded with moving, by way of amendment, that the words, 
*^ this day se^nnight,^' be inserted in the motion, instead of the 
word " now.'* 

Mr. Pelham seconded the motion, declaring, that he should 
have moved it, had not his right honourable friend made such 
amendment. 

When the commercial treaty was under debate in the Bri- 
tish House of Lords, the Marquis of Lansdowne,^ ever atten- 
tive to the interest of Ireland, observed, that this matter gave 
him the highest concern as well as astonishment. When he 
lately heard in the country, that a body of the Irish privy coun- 
sellors had been collected in England, to consult with ministry, 
he had no conception, that the conference was on the subject of 

* In the beginning- of his speech on this occasion the noble Marquis had, in 
defending himself ag^nst an imputation from Lord Carlisle, of having spoken 
both for and ag^ainst the treaty, said, that he had approved the principles and 
tendency of the measure, though he objected to some of the articles in the 
detail. The fact was, that he did then stand, as through bis life he always 
had stood, aloof from parties. He was of no party It was his pride and prin- 
ciple to be of no faction, but to embrace every measure on its own ground, 
free fVom all connection. Such had been his political creed : as such he stood 
}>efore the people, and as such he coveted to be judged by them. 22 ParK 
Peb. Lords, p. 98. 
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a French treaty with Ireland, while England and Ireland still 
remained in the same distracted state as before. Nothing could 
be more extraordinary than this ; for the time was favourable ; 
Ireland was a nation of good humour ; the Duke of Rutland 
and Mr. Orde were men, who would make her good humour* 
ed, if she were the contrary : the conduct of the English miinu- 
facturers, in the present case of the French treaty, must crush 
all their former objections to the system of the Irish proposi- 
Uons. 1 he present then was the moment for ministers to re- 
vive the idea of a beneficial connection. Why was it not done? 
He did not mean the vague, ill-natured, and inadequate Irish 
propositions, as they vrtrh called ; but a plain, simple, good* 
intentioned scheme of reciprocal intercourse, taking off the 
shackles that lay on our trading laws, which was all the union 
he desired. It was monstrous to think, that their privy coun- 
sellors should be assembled, and nothing done ; at a time too 
when the Right Boys exhibited such a scene, to whom, for 
aught he knew, every consul from the court of France may 
prove a minister. 

The Duke of Rutland died in October, 17B7. This noble- 
man was calculated to command the affections of the Irish na- 
tion : he was open, free, liberal, and convivial : he committed 
the management of the public business to those about him : and 
unfortunately for that nation, the expences of driving the state 
equipage through the beaten track necessarily increased in an 
alarming degree. Jin this very year the pension list was in- 
creased by additional grants to the amount of 8730/.^ Sir 
Henr}' Hartsonge, Mr. ConoUy, and many who had most stre- 
nuously opposed his administration, rendered willing tribute to 
his amiable qualities, to the uprightness of his heart, and the 
honourable views and intentions with which he acted on all. oc- 
casions. The errors of his administration they attributed to 
his advisers, and the majority of that house, who had constantly 
supported them. To an aggrieved people it is however imma- 
terial, whether the noxious system proceed immediately from 
a depraved or austere governor, or immediately through those 
ministers, who abuse the frankness and ease of a benevolent 
one. The melancholy necessity of a coiTupt majority in par- 
liament to support a permanent and commanding influence of 
the English executive, or rather of the English cabinet in the 
councils of Ireland, has been faithfully delineated by the late 
Earl of Clare, who for nearly the last twenty years of his life 
was one of the most powerful directors and supporter^ of that 
very influence.f " Such a connection," said he, " is formed 
not for mutual strength and security, but for mutual debility ; 

♦ 8 Pirl. Deb. p. 8. f Speech of the Ewl of Clare, p. 45. 
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^ it is a connection of distinct minds and distinct interests, 
*^ generating national discontent and jealousy, and perpetuating 
^ faction and misgovemment in the inferior country. The 
^' first obvious disadvantage to Ireland is, that in every depart- 
** ment of the state, every other consideration must yield to 
^^ parliamentary power ; let the misconduct of any public officer 
^* be what it may, if he is supported by a powerful parliamentary 
*^ interest, he is too strong for the king's representative. A 
*^ majority in the parliament of Great Britain will defeat the 
^^ minister of the day ; but a majority of the parliament of 
^* Ireland against the king's government, goes directly to separate 
^* this kingdom from the British crown. If it continues, separa- 
*^ tion or war is the inevitable issue ; and therefore it is, that 
^* the general executive of the empire, as far as is essential to 
^^ retain Ireland as a member of it, is completely at the merc^ 
** of the Irish parliament ; and it is vain to expect, so long as 
^ man continues to be a creature of passion and interest, that 
*^ he will not avail himself of the critical and difficult situation^ 
^ in which the executive government of this kingdom must 
^^ ever remain, under its present constitution, to demand- the 
" favours of the crown, not as the reward of loyalty and seryice, 
*'^ but as the stipulated price, to be paid in adv.mce, for the 
'^ discharge of a public duty. Every unprincipled and noisy 
^' adventurer, who can achieve the means of putting himself 
^^ forward, commences his political career on an avowed specula* 
tion of profit and loss ; and if he fail to negotiate his political 
job, will endeavour to extort it by faction and sedition, and 
with unblushing effronteiy to fasten his own corruption on 
^^ the kind's ministers. English influence is the inexhaustible 
*' theme lor popular irritation and distrust of every factious and 
^^ discontented man, w^ho fails in the struggle to make himself 
.*^ the necessary insti'ument of it. Am I then justified in stating, 
" that our present connection with Great Britam, is in its nature 
'^ formed for mutual debility ; that it must continue to generate 
/' national discontent and jealousy, and perpetuate faction and 
" misgovemment in Ireland."* \ 

\ 

• This avowal of the necessary contiimancc of national discontent, jealousy 
'fiction, and mis;^ovcniTnent in Ireland, from that noble lord, who bore ho pre- 
eminent a share in the jjovemment of that country, at once stamps the duality 
of tliosc majorities in parliament, which he so long triumphantly leal, and 
fatally proves, that a most powerful argument for the union was to be drawn 
from the inveterate cornipiion of the Irish government. This argument in 
favour of the union might have been urged by any member of the Irish parlia- 
ment more graciously, by none more forcibly, than by the Earl of Clare. A« 
that lioblcman has now paid tlie debt of nature, and as he bore the principal 
part in bringing about the union of his country with Great Britain it is no 
(ilight duty of the historian to lay before the reader his real character : the 
motives of his conduct may be collected, if atiiU, from his own avowals. He 
WAS one of the most eminent and successful lawyers, that ever adorned the 
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If credit be given, as it ought, to the truth of what Lord 
Clare has further asserted, of the political state of Ireland at 
that period, we shall find, tliatthe Irish nation then was, and that 
it was impossible that it should not be, an aggrieved and discon- 
tented people. It was, said he, a fact of public notoriety, that 
on the acknowledgment of Irish independence in 1782, the first 
step taken by some gentlemen of that country, who had been 
in the habit of considering the Irish nation as their political 
inheritance, was to make it a muniment of their tide, by forming 
a political confederacy, offensive and defensive in both coun- 
tries* The basis of that alliance was, mutual engagement to 
play the independence of Ireland against their political antago- 
nists whenever they happened to occupy the seat of power ; and, 
if he were to judge by the conduct of the parties principally 
concerned up to that hour, to foment turbuletice and faction 
in Ireland even to open rebellion, if it should be found neces- 
sary to the removal of an obnoxious British administration* 
In prosecution of that very laudable system, it became an essen- 
tial object of the confederacy to guard against any setdement 
between Great Britain and Ireland, which might cut o£f the 
most obvious sources of mutual jealousy and discontent. 

Whilst there exists the semblance of a parliament in a coun- 
try, which is at all, however unequally, divided, the bulk of the 
people naturally will side with one party or the other : and if 
according to this nobleman, as long as man continues to be a 
creature of passion and interest, the majority of parliament be to 
consist of those, who receive the favour of the crown, not as 
the reward of loyalty and service, but as the stipulated price to 

Irish bar : he came early into parliament, and havin? succeeded to a very ample 
patrimony, the eztraordinar}' perquisites of bis pro&ssion rendered him one of 
the roost independent members of the House of Commons. From the moment 
of his appointment to be attorney general in the administration of the Duke of 
Portland, 1783, he was to the hour of his death most devotedly and uniformly 
attached to the interests and influence of the British cabinet. He was singu- 
larly gifted by natui*e to succeed in the elevated stations of attorney general 
mnd chancellor, in which he successively moved. His professional talents and 
knowledge were inferior to none at the bar i and his personal mtrepidity, 
spirited exertions, and unwearied zeal in supporting the cause he had imder- 
taken, were superior to those of any other political character in the nation. 
He rather spurned, than courted popularity. He was tlie first Irishman, te 
whom the BriUsh cabinet had entrusted tlie great seal, and is universally 
sBowed to have performed the functions of that important office with infinitely 
more ability and eflfect than any of his predecessors on that bench. He was an 
excellent landlord. But as a public political character he was very unpopular. 
He was the promoter of all the strong measures of government, which created 
so much discontent at different periods throughout the nation : he never 
fiivoured, and latter]^ was the principal agent in suppressing the volunteers ( 
he determinately opposed the enlargement of the indulgencies to the Catho- 
lies, and uniformly supported every measure of the British cabinet, which either 
did or was supposed to encroach upon the liberty and welfare of bis countiy. 
In parUamcnt he was always assiduous and powerful, frequently sarcastic and 



168 AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

be paid in advance for the discharge of public duty, it neces« 
sarily follows, that the bulk of those, whom the rays of royal 
favour do not reach, must be in opposition to those stipendiary 
servants of the crown, who were necessary to keep up that 
system of £nglish influence upon Irish government, to which 
such terrible effects were necessarily annexed* Nothing there- 
fore could be more true, than that the whole Irish people 
(except those who received emolument through the revenue, 
police, or other departments of government,) were unexcep- 
tionably discontented at the system of government, then carry- 
ing forward. Nay, the very part of the new viceroy's conduct, 
which was most laudable, at this time swelled the stream of 
discontent. His oeconomical vigilance upon the application of 
public revenue, and his determination to reform the abuses in 
the several departments, had raised against him the whole host 
of fiscal dependants throughout the nation. It may indeed easily 
be imagined with what zealous energy they laboured to thwart 
the views and render the character of the lord lieutenant unpo- 
pular. In the metropolis the citizens were meeting by deputies 
from each parish to prepare petitiohs against the police bill ; and 
by way of reviving the spirit of liberty, which they conceived 
the late strong measures of government were aimed at extin- 
guishing, the corporation of Dublin took an opportunity of 
presenting a formal request to the provost and fellows of the 
university, in grateful remembrance of that disinterested patriot 
the late Dr. Lucas, to give a gratuitous education to his son ; 
to whom the provost and fellows most liberally granted an 
apartment and commons in college, without any expence to his 
family. ' 

On the 17th of January, 1788, the Marquis of Buckingham 
met the parliament for the first time ; in his speech from the 
throne he condoled with them upon the loss his majesty's ser- 
vice had sustained by the denth of the Duke of Rutland, whose 
public and private virtues had deservedly conciliated the esteem 
of that kingdom ; and he called upon them to take part in the 
satisfaction, which his majesty felt in the situation of foreign 
affairs, particularly in the restoration of the constitution and 
tranquillity of the united provinces by the co-operation of his 
majesty and the King of Prussia, under the conduct of the 
Duke of Brunswick. When the address had been moved for 
and seconded, Mr. Parsons objected to it, because in speaking- 
of the Duke of Rutland's administration, it seemed entirely 

^ ' - 

heated, and sometimes arrog-ant and overbearing^. In private he was warm in 
his attachments, and unrelenting in his enmities. In his com])lacencies \ie 
was engaging"^ often fastidious in his deportment, and in his domestic habits 
convivial and luJLurious. 
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■t6 apiH'ove of it, and to bind the house to pursue the same 
measures, which that administration had done. He owned he 
was not at -the moment prepared to enter into a subject of so 
much importance, but there were some points so notoriously 
.disagreeable, and so highly injurious to the country; that he 
• could not for a moment suppose the house would adopt any 
measure, which would look like an approbation of them, much ' 
less would it pledge itself to retain all the measures of the Duke 
of Rutland's administration. He trusted the house would not 
now approve the act, by which the press in Ireland was laid 
under a degree of restraint unknown in England ; he well knew, 
that under certain circumstances, very dissimilar laws might be 
found necessary in the two countries, but the great fundamental 
•principles of law ought to be the same in bodi ; and therefore 
he hoped under the present administration to see the press 
liberated from the shackles, which the last had imposed : he 
also hoped to see the unconstitutional exercise of attachments 
discontinued ; the present administration he trusted would feel 
no necessity for such a guard. He also hoped a general police 
and riot act would be no longer deemed necessary ; and there- 
fore, if gentlemen meant to do away these abominations, he 
could see no necessity for pledging themselves to, or forapprov* 
ing of them : they were all acts, which tended to increase pre- 
rogative, and diminish liberty, and the address as it stood em- 
braced diem all. ' He observed, that throughout the whole 
speech, and the whole address, the word (economy was no where 
to be fotimd ; he asked, therefore, did the present ministry mean 
to continue the same system of extravagance, by which the last 
had loaded the country with taxes i or did they mean to retrench? 
If the latter, why not declare it ? The expences of the country 
were enormous, and exceeded those of Lord Carlisle's adminis- v 
tration, which was deemed sufficiendy profuse, by a sum of 
not less than 660,000A per annum ; he again desired to know^ 
was the profusion to be continued ? There was no premise to 
the contrary in the speech ; and therefore every man must 
infer it was ; though it would be somewhat strange, after all 
the examination which had been made into the public offices, 
and which the nation supposed was for the purpose of retrench- 
ment. 

Several gentlemen of the opposition, out of tenderness to the 
character of the late Duke of Rudand, who was personally 
beloved, prevailed on Mr. Parsons to withdraw his motion, 
conceiving that the address did not commit them to the appro- 
baition of the measures of his administration. Mr. Parsons, 
however, on the next evening, when the address was moved, 
still persisted, that the amendment he had to ptQpose, so far 
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from casting blame upon the late Duke of Rutland, tiras th^ 
most favourable comment upon his administration, by laying thiB 
defects of it at the door of his ministers, who really were guilty. 
He accordingly moved the following amendment, by expung* 
ing the words, the wise arut steady course of his public admini^ 
tration^ had estdblished the public tranquillity and exalted the 
credit of the nation; and inserting in the room thereof the fol- 
lowing: ^^ at the same time, our regard to truth, and to the 
^' real interests of his majesty and his loyal people of Ireland, 
" which will not suffer us to convey an imperfect representation 
" of the state of this kingdom to his royal mind, compel us'tQ 
** declare, that notwithstanding the good disposition, which we 
** are willing to believe our late lamented chief governor had for 
" the prosperity of this island, yet, through the misguidance 
^^ of his counsellors, this kingdom during his administration, 
** has been afflicted with a most burthensorac encrease of taxa- 
*' tion, and with several grievous and severe acts, repugnant to 
*^ the principles of bur wise constitution, and injurious to the 
** liberties of his majesty^s subjects of this realm." This amend- 
ment was rejected without opposition.* 

£arly in the session, the secretary of state called the attention 
of the house to a subject of the highest importance to the peace 
and tranquillity of the kingdom, and which had been strongly 
recommended from the throne ; he meant the security of the 
established church. He reminded the house, that he had in the 
last session introduced a bill to protect the rights of the clerg}', 
that had been wrested from them by force or fraud. He was 
sorry, that the bill, though founded in lenity, had fallen short 
of its intent. Although the outrages of the south had some- 
what abated, yet a spirit of combination against the payment of 
tithes still existed, and notices signed by Captain Right were 
in circulation, enjoining all persons, under the severest penalties, 
not to gay tithe for the ytiacv ir87. If in 1787, there existed a 
necessity for such an act to enforce compensation to the clergy 
for tithes withholden up to that lime; the necessity was now 
become much stronger by the extension of the combination 
against the clergj' ; many of whom in the south were now re- 
" diiced to beggar}'. He concluded by observing, that the present 
dispute did not lie between the farmers and the clergy, h^X, 
between the legislature and a lawless rabble. He then moved, 
*' that leave be given to bring in a bill to enable all ecclesiastical 
' persons and bodies, rectors, vicars, and curates, and impropria- 
tors, and those deriving by, from, or under them, to recover 
a just compensation for the tithes withheld from them in the 

year 17B7, in the several counties and counties of cities therein 

• J' ... 
, , - . - . •. 

• 8 Par. Deb. p. 13. 
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mentio&cd, against such persons who were liable to the same ; 
and to explain and amend an act made in the twenty-seventh 
year of his majesty^s reign, intided^ " An ^ct to enable all ec- 
clesiastical persons and bodies, rectors, vicars and curates, 
and impropriator^, and those deriving by, fifjpm, or under 
*^ them, to recover a just compensation for the tithes withheld 
" from them in the year 1786, in the several counties therein 
^^ mentioned, against such persons who w^re liable to the same." 
The subject of tithes took up the principal attention of the 
nation, both within and without the parliament, during the first 
months of the year 1T87* The speech, which Mr. Grattan de» 
livered upon this delicate and important subject, in the House 
of Commons, on the 14th of February, 17B7y made such a sensar 
tion in the country, that it was published with a very spirited 
preface, and ran through four editions in less than a month : 
i3pon a division, however, in the house, 49 only voted for Mn 
Orattan^s motion against 121, which was for this, reasonably 
propositioif, viz. that a committee should be appointed to en- 
quire, whether any just cause of discontent existed amongst the 
people of the province of M unster, or of the counties of Kit 
Kenny or Carlo w, on account of tithe, or the collection of tithes ; 
and if any, to report the same, together w ith their opinion there* 
upon.* 

The new viceroy had not been inactive in strengthening the 
ministerial party in parliament. In several instances he had 
been successful. What communications he made to his con- 
verts is not to be now known : but it was a general complaint^ 
that his excellency would not condescend to make known, even 
to his friends, the plan or even principles of his administration.f 
As far indeed, as could be collected from some of bis measures, 

* 8 Par. Deb. p. 192. As no alteration in the system of tithes in Ireland 
4ias taken place since Mr. Grattan delivered his wonderful speech upon that 
subiect> it will be found in the Appendix, No. LXXVIII for the instruction 
of those who interest themselves about it. It is a master-piece of eloquence 
and reasoning on that interesting subject. 

t Amongst other proselytes, C'at went over to the new viceroy was Mr. 
Longffield, who had considerable parliamieiitary interest ; he and the friends 
he introduced had uniformly opposed the late administration : amongst these 
was Mr. Curran, who having been brought into parliament by Mr. Longfield, 
could not bend his principles to the pliancy of his friend, or take a subordinate 
part in supporting an administration, whose intended measures were made a 
secret of: he therefore purchased a seat in a vacant borou^^, and offered it 
to Mr. Long^eld for any person, whose principles were at his command. 
Thus did Mr. Curran rteain his seat and parliamentary independence : and 
Mr. Lon&^field was enabled to ful£l his engagements with tlie minister, for his 
own and his dependant's votes in parliament. Two exceptions from the sys- 
tem of the late administration were prominently conspicuous, in that of the 
Marqiiis of Buckingham, neither of which went far in encreasing his popula- 
rity. -The first wai a rigid inspection into all the subaltern offices of the fiscal 
departments of government: and the other a rigorous oeconomical reform 
•throughout the culinary and other hpuschpid departments of the castle. 
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it was generally concluded, that the whole system of the late 
administration was intended to be followed up : consequently 
the same system of opposition was adhered to. Notwithstand- 
ingf therefore, the new lord lieutenant's (economical attack upon 
the subaltern ^cers of the revenue, the gentlemen of the oppo- 
sition did not give his excellency credit for any economical re- 
form in the original dispensation of the public money. . Mr* 
Forbes, on the 29th of January 1788 desired, that a list of the 
pensions granted since the last session of parliament might be 
read. He then objected to a pension of 1000/i to James Brown, 
Esq. the late prime serjeant, on the principle only of its being 
granted to a member of the house during pleasure. He re- 
marked, that by the English act for further securing the liber- 
ties of the subject, it was provided, that after the accession of 
the present family to the throne, no pensioner during pleasure, 
should sit or vote in the House of Commons. The people of 
Ireland had a right to participate with the inhabitants of Great 
Britain, in all the benefits and privileges of that act, and the 
Bill of Rights. He moved, *^ that this pension was a misap- 
*' plication of the revenue." He also on the same day moved, 
that the pension of 640A to Thomas Higinbotham for life, add- 
ing, that he was astonished that so large a portion of the public 
money should be disposed of without the knowledge or privity 
of the chancellor of tne exchequer ; and that for such a transac- 
tion all the servants of the crown should deny any responsibility; 
he then objected to a pension of 1200/. per annum to Robert 
Ashwood, for the life of his son, and also two other pensions of 
300/. each, and one of 200i. to the same person, for the lives of 
his other children. He stated, that a pension of 2000/. per an- 
num had been granted in the year 1755, for the life of Frederick 
Robinson; that the family of Robinson had lately sold that 
pension to Mr. Ashworth, and had influence with government 
sufiident to prevail on the minister to change the life in the 
grant, and to insert the lives of the young children of Mr. Ash- 
worth, in the place of Mr. Robinson : that this management 
was now become a frequent practice, and if not restrained, must 
tend to perpetuate the burdens on the establishment, and there- 
by a grant of a pension for life, would operate as a lease for lives, 
with a covenant for perpetual renewal. He therefore moved, 
^* that the above pension was an improvident disposition of the 
** revenue." He then expressed his concern, that measures in 
their nature so highly exceptionable should receive the sanction 
of the new administration. However, all his motions were ne- 
gatived without a division. 

Mr. Forbes made also several unsuccessful motions for re- 
ducing the public expence by discontinuing the government al- 
lowances of Country houses -for some of their officers, and, town 
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houses for most servants of the crown. On this occasion he . 
observed, without being contradicted, that there were few mem- 
bers upon or in the vicinity of the treasury bench, the rents of 
whose houses were not charged on the public accounts. This, 
gentleman on making these several motions had very pointedly 
remarked, that as he had in common with most persons, in and 
out of parliament, conceived strong expectations of great re- 
form in point of public expence, to be eift^cted by the new admi- 
nistration, it was the duty of every member of that house to 
lend his assistance to the minister, to enable him to attain that, 
desirable object. Nothing could check the unabating ardour 
and perseverance of Mr. Forbes. He had early in the session 
given the minister notice of his intention to bring in a bill to 
disable any person from being chosen a member of, or from sitting 
or voting in the house of commons, who had any pension during, 
pleasure, or for any number of years, from, or held any office 
or place of profit created after a certain time, under the crown, 
.and to limit the amount of pensions : but having received no 
encouragement from him, he brought in his. bill unsupported 
by the secretary, which having been received and read a first 
time, the chancellor of the exchequer' moved, that it should be 
read a second time on the 1st of August, alleging, that the sub- 
ject had often been before the house and uniformly rejected. 

Mr. ConoUy said, neither the situation of the country, nor 
that of the pension list, were the same they were when this bill 
had formerly been rejected ; since that time the pensions had 
increased, were increasing, and ought to be diminished; if 
government were in earnest in their professions of oeconomy, 
they would let the bill go fairly forward to discussion ; if they 
resisted the bill, he never would believe their professions sin- 
cere. They had a numerous and rising royal family ; to their 
support the country would be proud to contribute. England 
had many worthy old servants, both civil and military ; to those 
men they should not grudge a subsistence, but to have 100,000/. 
a year squandered on the unworthy, or bestowed as the 
reward of corruption, was a grievance the country could not 
bear ; and if the minister would agree with parliament to set 
limits to that profusion, he should find himself sit much easier 
in the seat of government, than if he should resist it. 

Mr. secretary Fitzherbert said, he had declined taking a part 
in support of the bill for many reasons ; one was, that he diought 
it in much abler hands : another, that the present time did not 
demand it. The house had, he observed, given credit to the pre- 
sent government for their intentions of oeconomy, intentions to 
which they would most rigidly adhere. Suppose then, said he, 
the bill should pass, what construction would such a measure 
bear ? Would it not be as if the house should say, we have great 
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confidence in the present government, we are convinced of their 
integrity, and *we believe they will pursue the interest of the 
kingdom ; we therefore lay them under restrictions, which, we. 
never imposed on any other government* Then supposing his 
concurrence in the bill, what construction would his conduct 
wear i Would it not be saying this, you have expressed great 
confidence in government, but I who know them better, desire 
you not to trust them* 

Sir, the prerogative of the crown to bestow marks of appro- 
bation upon such subjects as have distinguished themselves by 
their merits, was one of its dearest rights.^ 

The question, upon the adjournment, was carried by a ma« 
jority of 103 against 40. 

The discontent of the people out of doors, was great : yet 
the ministry appeared to set it at defiance. Mr. Hartley pre* 
sented a petition from the inhabitants of Dublin and the liberties 
thereof paying taxes, to be heard by council against the police 
bill, which was signed by 7000 and upwards* But the attorney 
general said, he should be extremely sorry, that there should be 
7000 seditious persons existing in the kingdom any where, but 
on paper* It was he said, admitted by all, that the police biU 
wanted amendment ; and a bill was then before parliament to 
explain and amend diat act* Did the petitioners mean to peti* 
tion against the bill for amending that act, of which they so 
much complained* 

The most violent attack upon the minister, during this session 
of parliament, was made on the 30th of February, when Mr* 
Forbes moved his address to the crown, in order, at least, to 
leave to posterity, on the face of their journals the grievances, 
under which the people laboured in the year 1788. He prefaced 
his motion by a very interesting speech founded on facts, to be 
collected from the journals of the house, or from authentic do* 
cumcnts then lying on the table. He travelled over much of 
his former arguments against the prodigality of the late admi- 
nistration, which had encreased the pension list by 26,000/* He 
took that opportunity of giving notice, that he meant next ses- 

• In this debate Mr. Dennis Browne, rather against order, referred to an 
assertion of the lord lieutenant in conversation, that he had rather put his 
nght hand into the fire, than |^rant a pension to any person, which every ho- 
nest man should not approve of. Sir Henry Cavendish, though he declared 
his unqualified devotion to that administration, yet remarked, that doubling 
the pensions of members might be avoided, '* for," said he, '* suppose it ap- 
** pears, that 400/. a year are annexed to~lhe name of a member of this house, 
'* and that no particular cause could be assigned for the grant, may it not be 
" conjectured, that it was made for his service in that house, and if so, an ad- 
" ditional pension is unneccssry, for he that has 400/. a year for Iiis vote, will 
" not refuse voting though he were to be refused 400/. a year more." 8 Par. 
Deb. p. 255, 
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, 8ion to offer a bill to that house for the purpose of creating a 
responsibility in the ministers of Ireland, for the application of 
the revenue of that kingdom : The. only authority, under which 
the vice treasurer then paid any money, was a king's letter^ 
countersigned by the commissioners of the English treasuiy* 
He adverted with tharked censure, to the addition of 2,000/1 
to the salary of the secretary in the late administration, and to 
the large sums expended in the purchase and embellishment 
of his house in the Phoenix Park, and tb the present intent of 
granting a pension of 2,t)00/. to that very secretary for life i* 
which was establishing a most mischievous precedent for such 
grants to every future secretary* He was sorry to hear the 
.ostensible minister avail himself of the same argument, which 
his predecessors had successfully used for the last ten years in 
resisting every attack upon the pension list. He then enlarge^ 
upon the pernicious consequences of placing implicit confidence 
inadministratioq ; and supported his thesis by the following his- 
torical illustrations. 

f From the year 1773 to 1776, confidence in the administra- 
tion of that day had cost this nation 100,000/. in new taxes, apd 
440,000/. raised by life annuities. In 1778, confidence in the 
administration cost 300,000A in life annuities ; .a sum wanted 
[ for the purpose of defence, and which produced on an alarm of 
invasion, one troop of horse, and half a company of invalids. In 
1779 the then secretary, for the purpose of opposing a measure, 
for relief against the abuses of the pension list, read in this 
house an extract of a letter from the secretary of state in Eng* 
land, expressive of the determination of the then English nn« 
' nistry, not to increase the pension list ; confidence was placed 
' in the administration of the day, and it cost the country 13,000t 
in new pensions, granted by the same secretary. In April 1782 
on the arrival of the principal of the new administration, con- 
fidence, in the first instance, was neither asked nor granted ; 
certain measures were proposed by the commons and the pe6- 
pie, they were granted, and the country was emancipated, la 
1785, confidence in the administration of that day, cost Ireland 
140,000/i new taxes to equalize the income and expenditure ; 
but the grant produced 180,000iL excess of expences. The same 
confidence cost 20,000/. per annum for a police establishment, 
'. which it had been proved at their bar contributed to the viola- 
tion, instead of the preservation of the peace of the metropolis. 

* This wfts intended to be giren for the life of the Duke of Bolton. For 
the secretary hannj^ married a lady, to whom the bulk of the Bolton estate 
had been left in default of issue male of that Duke« he would cease, upon the 
accession of her fortune, to stand in need of that pennon. He has for some 
years been in that possessioDi and was created Baron Bolton ifv V9T, 
* . t 8 P**- 1>«1>- P- 357. 
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The same confidence cost the nation last year 100,000/. charged 
for buildings and gardens in the 'Phcenix ?ark ; in fine they 
might place near two thirds of the national debt to the account 
of confidence in the administration of the day. He then moved 
' *a very long and special address to his majesty, in which the 
whole abuse of the pension list was gone into. 

• 

• Viz. " That an humble address be presented to his majesty to express' 
•* their inviolable attachment to his majesty's person and government, and 
" their zeal and readiness to maintain the establishments of that kii^om, 
«« in an amount adequate to the support of his government, and the dignity 
"of his crown. . . j j- 

•« That having taken into their consideration the income and expenditure 

" of the nation, they found themselves obliged by their duty to his majesty, 

" to lay before him certain abuses and misapplicationaof a considerable portion 

" of the public revenue. 

" That the house, determined to put an end to the ruinous practice of ruii- 

• « ning in debt, and to raise the revenues of that kingdom to an equality with 

*' the establishments, did, in th6 sessions of 1785, unanimously vote new taxes, 

.« estimated at 140,000/. per annum, and had continu«-4 these taxes in the 

•• present and intervening sessions ; that the charges of the establishmenU, 

** instead of being equal to the revenues, had exceeded considerably the na- 

" tional income in the year en<Ung Lady-Day, 1786, and that the «^cm ^ 

•« the expences on the net revenues in the year ending Lady. Day, 1787, waa 

«* 180,000/. That the improvident disposition of the public money in thp 

•* article of pensions, was one among many other causes of that excess. 

" That the list of pensions on the 1st of January, 1788, appeared to have 

" increased to the amount of 96,289/. per annum, exclusive of military pensions, 

« and charges under the head of incidents on the civil esUblishment, and 

" additional salaries to sinecure offices^ botli of which were substantially pen- 

" sions; a sum greater than the pension list of England, nearly equal to half 

" of the charges on the civil establishment, even in its present enlarged state, 

. " and exceedmg by 7000/. in one year, the charge of pensions on that estab- 

'• lishment for two years, ending Lady- Day, 1757, when the commons unam- 

' ** mously voted tliat charge an improvident disposition of the revenue, an 

- •* injury to the crown, and detrimental to the public. 

" That the pensions placed on the civil establishment since the 24th day of 

** February, 1784, exclusive of those granted in lieu or exchange of former 

" " pensions, which had ceased, amounted to 17,000/. per annum ; that many of 

' " the pensions had been granted to members of tliat house during the pleasure 

" of the crown, in violation of the principles of the constitution, and the honour 

. ♦* of the House of Commons. 

«* That his majesty's servants in Ireland were ignorant of the causes and 
• •* considerations, which induced the grants of other pensions within the above 
' ** period, and amounting to a considerable sum. 

" That a system of bartering pensions lately established, was become an 
. " object of universal complaint : that the pernicious consequences of that 
" barter, extended even furtlier than an abuse of the royal bounty, and an 

"• " ' ' " ' " -' -" mment of that country, 

persons, for whose Uvea 



'• injury of the character of the parliament and government of that country, 
• •* as it involved the practice of changing the names of persons, ff 



which mu9tfi:fiectuaHy prevent the diminution of the present pension list, 
•* andpei'petiK'.te a charge, tliat was one of the greatest burdens on the estab- 
•* lishment. 

" That at the commencement of the administration of the late lord lieutenant, 
" the sum of 4000/. Vas added to the salary of the chief governor of that king- 
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Mr. Monk Mason and the chancellor of the exchequer were 
the only two, who spoke in defence of the administration i they 

*' dom, and 2000/. to that of his principal secretary ; that notwithstanding this 
" encrease of salaries the sum charged for one year, ending Lady- Day, 178/^ 
*' as expended on buildings and gardens in the Phoenix* Park, was nearly equal 
•* in amount to half the salary of the chief governor, exclusive of the charge 
" incurred since Lady-Day, 1782, of 43,936/. by purchasing houses in the 
** Park for the accommodation of the lord lieutenant and his secretary, and by 
*' paying salaries and othei^ expences attending the Park ; and to the abov6 
*' sums were to be added, two annuities or pensions, making together 750/. 
*' grant||d for lives, and charged on the establishment, for the purpose of com- 
" pleting the purchase of houses in the Park for the chief, and another secretary 
*' to the lord lieutenant. 

'* That they could not refrain from expressing their apprehensions to his 
" majesty, that the first effect produced by the liberal grant of his commons, 
*' in support of the dignity of the situation of principal secretary, would be a 
" charge on the establishment of that kingdom, of a pension to the per.son who 
" enjoyed, under the govemment of the late viceroy, the great and various 
" emoluments of that office ; a measure, which they deprecated as pregnant 
** with a two-fqld evil to that country ; an immediate mci-ease of tlie public 
^ burdens, and an established precedent for similar charges in future. 

" That they Jiad reason to apprehend that such pension was to be so cnor- 
*^ roous as to exceed considerably the sum which, by the laws of England, 
*' coidd be granted to any one person for a like purpose, either at tlie present 
*' or any future period. 

•' That the pensions granted daring the period, in which he was confidential 
^* secretary, considerably exceeded the aiAount of those placed on the estab- 
^ lishment during the administration of any of lus predecessors, for the lasl 
•• twenty years. 

" That after all their efforts to restrain the gross and repeated abuses in the 
**• disposition of pensions had proved ineffectual, and their expectations from 
•• the promises of oeconomy on the part of his majesty's ministers had been 
•* uniformly frustrated, they had one certain resource in his majesty's wisdom 
•« and justice ; and they rested assured, that they should obtain relief m an 
** instance, in which they are peculiarly the objects of bis majesty's protection, 
" as the sole authority, under which the servants of the crown in that 
*' kingdom placed pensions on the establishment, was derived from his ma- 
•* jesty's letters, countersigned only by commissioners of the Treasury of 
*' England : ofiicers, who from their situation could not be responsible to 
'* th^t house for their conduct in the application of the revenues of that 
•• country. 

" That united with Great liritain, by the ties of common interest as well 
" as mutual affection, they supplicated his majesty, as the common father 
" of his people, graciously to permit his faithful and loyal subjects of Ireland 

to participate m the benefits of the salutary regulations adopted in Great 
*« Britain for the reduction of public expences; and they firmly relied on his 
«« majesty's paternal goodness, that he would not suffer his faithful subjects in 
•* tl^at kingdom, to endure the signal mortification of observing in the conduct 
"•« of his majesty's ministers in England, continued exertions to establish a per- 
•• manent system of tlie strictest oeconomy, as far as relates to Great Britain, 
** but of experiencing in tl)e arrangements of the same ministers respecting 
** Ireland, an uniform disposition to sanction unbounded profusion. Having 
«* thus, with all humble submission, in discharge of what they eonceived to 
*' be their indispensable duty, laid before his majesty the state of the abuses 

and misapplications of a considerable portion of the public revenues, they 

most humbly besought his majesty for redress thereof, that he would be 
♦• graciously pleased not to grant a pension exce«ding the sum of 300/. per 
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complained of the multifarious mass of matter contained in the 
motion, which it was impossible then to answer : such a farrago 
bad never been offered to any assembly ; they insisted uppn the 
meritorious services of many on the pension list, and obsen^ed, 
that a large portion of the grants had been made in consequence 
of addresses from parliament.* In order to get rid of the 
question (on which ministers appeared to be the most sore) 
the question of adjournment was put, and carried by 108 
against 40. 

The last thing, which particularly arrested the attei^on of 
parliament during the session, was Mr. Conolly's humane effort 
to relieve his poor fellow creatures by the repeal of the Hearth 
Tax. He had had it in his intention for two years : he had 
indeed last year been deterred from it, by the misconduct 
of several of those, who would be chiefly relieved by the repeal. 
He wished to give full time for considering the subject : and 
procuring accurate information upon it, and accordingly moved. 

First* That the proper officer do lay before this house, on 
the first day of next session, an account of the houses, in coun- 
ties at large in this kingdom, paying hearth-money, which are 
not of a greater value than 30^. per annum, on the full improved 
rent, and are inhabited by persons, who have not lands, goods 
or chattels, of the value of 5/. in their possession* 

'* annum, in addition to the amount of pensions on the civil establishment, on 
** the 2l8t of January, 1788, to and for tlie use of any one person, and tJiat the 
** whole amount of the pensions g^ited in any one year should not exceed the 
** sum of 800/. until the whole pension list snould be reduced to 80,000/. nor 
** any pension granted after the said reduction to or for the use of any one 
** person « which should exceed the sum of 12,00/. per annum, except to his 
** majesty*s royal family, or on ai^ address of either house of parliament. 

** That the abuses in the pension list had, by long acquiescence, acquired 
" such a degree of strength as to render the many private virtues and ac« 
*' knowledged constitutional principles of our late viceroy, in that instance, 
*' almost inoperative and incffficacious ; and they bad too much reason to 
** apprehend, that even the good intentions of their present chief governor 
** would be fi*ustrated, unless his excellency's exertions to effectuate the sys- 
" tern of ceconoroy were aided and supported by his majesty's gracious and 
*< decided interference." 

Mr. ConoUy most cheerfully and heartily seconded the motion, and the more 
because his lirst motion was treated with negleet, which nothm? that came 
from him could merit, and because the law proposed by him, being a part 
of the British constitution, was denied to that kingdom. It was in vain for 
that country to seek for redress, as the same gentlemen wero always consulted 
upon the arrival of a new viceroy and his secretary, the same measures recom- 
mended, and at any rate an indemnity granted for the past. The right ho- 
nourable secretary had been informed of, and had adopted the old system of 
governing that country. There were gentlemen of equal knowledge, wortli 
and integrity on that side of the house, and that kingdom could be governed 
at half its present expence. But as that side of the bouse had no other way of 
communicating tlieir sentiments to government, it had gone into a true 
state of facts for their information, and that of the people. Facts that could 
be proved at their bar, not to the satisfaction l)ut to the mortification of the 
people. 
• 8 Pari Deb. p. 373. 
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Secondly, That the ministers or curates, and churchwardens, 
ef the different parishes, in counties at large, in this kingdom^ 
do on or before the first day of January' next, return to the regis* 
ters of the respective dioceses in this kingdom an account of 
all the houses, in their respective parishes, paying hearth-money, 
which are not of a greater value than ^0$. per annum, on the 
full improved rent, and are inhabited by persons, who have 
not lands, goods, or chattels, of the value of SL in their pos- 
session. 

Thirdly, Ordered that a copy of this, and the above resolu- 
tion, signed by the speaker of this house, be forthwith sent to 
the registers of ,the respective dioceses in this kingdom, ancl 
that said registers, immediately on the receipt thereof, do serve 
the ministers or curates, and churchwardens, of the different 
parishes, in their respective dioceses, with copies of the above 
x'esolution, and that said registers do, on the first day of next 
session, lay before this house, all such accounts as shall be re« 
turned to th%m, by ministers or curates, and churchwardens, 
pursuant to the above resolution, and also a list of the names of 
the ministers or curates, and churchwardens, whom they have 
served with a copy of such order, together with the names of 
the parishes, to which they respectively belong.* 

The Chancellor of the Exc^^equer and several gentlemen on 
the Treasury Bench opposed the motions : upon which Mr, 
ConoUy observed, that he conceived the reluctance of gentle« 
men to have the matter investigated, proceeded from the many 
frauds, that would come to light in consequence of investiga- 
tion ; when it would appear that patronage was at the bottom 
of their refusal. Was it not well known, when a gendeman so- 
licited, from the minister, a hearth-money collection, that in- 
stead of 40/. a year, its nominal value, that he considered it 
as from 1 to 200/. a year? and whence did that arise, but out of 
the plunder of the people, already too wretched, by taking in- 
dulgence money, and by afterwards taking their pot, their blan- 
ket, and at last their door, and making what return they thought 
proper to the public treasury ? The very act itself originated 
in injustice, and it was continued in oppression. Gentlemen 
seemed to have forgotten its ori^n. This tax was given in 
England and Ireland to Charles If. in lieu of his right to ward- 
ship and marriage. The poor felt none of that oppression, they 
cared not whom their children married ; not so the rich ; but 
still this tax was by the rich put upon the poor. At the Revo- 

* The motion»were seconded by Mr. O'Neile, who had long emploved his 
mind apon the subject; but had given it up ip despair. Mr. O'Neiley who was 
afterwards raised to the peerage, was always a popular character. At pre- 
sent he was in the zenith of favour for the slhirp rebuke he h^ given last ses, 
«ion to the attorney general. 
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lutibn, in England, King William took away this tax, and sub- 
stituted a window tax in the place of it ; the house of a poor 
man there, having only six windows was exempted. Compare 
an English house with six windows, to an Irish house with only 
one hearth. 

He said, that he did not even intend to take in all the houses 
in Ireland in this predicament, but only to exempt the lower 
order of people, as described in this resolution ; the farmer, and 
many others, were well able to pay ; and it wt)uld not serve 
them, to take off an old and stinted tax, that would not grow, 
and leave them open to the rapacity of ministers, wha when they 
might want money, would substitute a new tax, which, from Its 
youth, might be an increasing one, the poor man (as he would 
afttrivards prove) could not, from his means, live honestly ; (he 
spoke of the neighbourhood of the metropolis in which he 
lived,) and he did not believe the poor were better off in other 
parts of the kingdom, except in the heart of the linen manufac* 
turing counties. If he should prove that the poor could not 
live honestly upon what they earned, he should consider govern^ 
ment, in enacting this tax, to be accessaries before the fact, in 
the many depredations they were obliged to commit upon their 
neighbours. That he did not mean to blame either that or late 
administrations, for that effect, but to hope that the recent one 
would put an end to it, especially as the circumstances of the 
country-, as lately stated by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
were in such a prosperous way, as to have induced him to bring 
forward a bill for reducing the public interest of money, from 
six to five per cent. The whole of this obnoxious tax could be 
taken off, and the quantum of its produce nearly paid out of the 
redundancy of those taxes, that were voted in 1785, which were 
then calculated to produce 140,CXX)/. but had since produced 
190,000/. They were voted to equalize our revenue to our ex- 
pences, at the opening of a commercial treaty with Great Bri- 
tain, which had failed, God rest its manes! and thank God 
ihey were then in prosperity with a free trade, as undefined 
as the prerogative, and he hoped it would thrive as well. 

He then stated the preamble of the act of William and Mary, 
upon the repeal of the hearth money tax in England. It was 
declared therein, to be ^^ not only a great oppression to the 
*' poorer sort, but a badge of slavery upon the whole people : 
*' exposing every man^s house to be entered into, and searched 
^' at pleasure, by persons unknown to him ;'' and therefore to 
erect a lasting monument of his majesty's goodness in every 
^Quse in the kingdom, the duty of hearth-money was taken 
away and abolished. Now, if King William did this for his 
English subjects, why should not his present majesty erect a 
lasting monument of his goodness in every poor man's house i^ 
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Ireland? Were his majesty, said Mr. ConoUy, thoroughly and 
honestly informed of the situation of our poor countrymen, he 
would willingly stand their friend. They were sufficiendy taxed 
by their situation in life ; they procured bread for the communi- 
ty, and fought the battles of their countr)* . If they could not pay 
the tax out of their honest earnings, as an account of their ex* 
pences in living woxild prove, he hoped the tax upon them 
would be abolished*^ 

So warmly did Mr. Conolly press this matter upon the op- 
posite side of the house, that he said, conscious that he was 
right, he pledged himself to persevere to the last hour of his 
life, as long as he should have a seat in that house, when he 
could no longer speak standing, he would throw out his feeble 
voice from his seat to emancipate his poor felloiv-creatures and 
countrymen from a tax so oppressive to them, and so disgrace* 
ful to the government that continued to enforce it* Such, how- 
ever, was the influence against the motion, that it was negatived 
without a division. 

On the 20th of March, the speaker, on presenting the money 
bills, made the following speech to the lord-lieutenant: 

m 

. * Mr. Condly then sttbmitted to the house the following statement of a poor 

nian*8 necessary subsistence through the year. 

One man consomes Sum. 

Per day. In the year. Price. /. #. d» 

7 /6. of potatoes 7 bar. l^tt. at 5«. per bar. 1 18 

1 oz. of butter 22 lb. 13 oz. at &/. per ib. U 4 1-2 

VK^mear*'*} 3c«^6.M^,«fc at 11,. per cwt. ^ 1 81-2 
3 pints of butter-milk 136 gal. 7 pintt at Id. for 3 quarts 15 4 1.4 

Salt - - - - - 10 

1 kith of turf per week, 40 kishes at 18</. per kish 3 

House c^nt - - - * - -129 

Clothing - ..... 16 

£. 10 6 31-4 



Labourers means of subsistence. 

Labourers at 7d. and &/. per day, the average"^ /. #. d. 
7 1-4^. deducting 52 Sundays and 10 holidays, V 9 9 41-2 
the amount for 303 working days comes to 3 

Balance against the poor man - - 16 9 3-4 

/:. 10 6 2 1-4 

He said, one kish of turf per week will scarcely allow of the necessary saWng 
towards supplying a fire to boil the potatoes, and bake the griddle bread, dur- 
ing the twelve weeks in summer left out of this calculation. 

Neither beer or meat are allowed the poor man in the above account, be- 
cause he cannot purchase them, 
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^^ Mat it please tour ExcELtENcr, 

" THE Commons of Ireland, in the year ITSS^ 
^ made a great and spirited effort, by alargt increase of taxes, 
*^ to form a steady system for the annual supply of the public 
*' espence. 

*'*' Such a system, desirable in all countries, and at all times, is 
^' particularly necessary to a commercial state, where the pros- 
*^ pect of new loans must induce fluctuations in the price of mo- 
^* ney injurious to the steady course of trade. 

**• It was happily adopted here ; and this is the third succes- 
*' sive session in which the national debt has not been increased 
^^ by any new loan, nor has any new tax been imposed. 

^^ Thus the system has answered ; it seems settled, and the 
^ people confide in it. Under its influence, public ci^edit has 
*^ risen high ; and private credit, unawed by any fear of inter- 
*^ ference from the nation's borrowing, extends itself with safety 
*^ to encourage industry, promote enterprize, and enlarge the 
*^ commercisd capital : manufactures have in consequence been 
^^ extended, our exports increased, and the kingdom feels a 
*^ prosperity unknown in any former time. 

** Such are the happy effects of liberal supplies wisely admi- 
** nistered ; and the commons, sensible of those effects, do now^ 
^^ with the most dutiful zeal for his majesty's 'service, and with 
^ the fullest confidence in your excellency's experienced wisdom 
^* and affectionate attachment to this kingdom, grant the same 
^^ supplies in the bills I have the honour to present to your 
^ excellency, in their name, for the royal assent." 

On the 14th of April, Mr. Grattan, with that undaunted per- 
severance so peculiar to himself, returned once more to the 
subject of tithes, and submitted to the house a string of resolu- 
tions, which he meant to move regularly in the course of the 
ensuing session. In doing this, his wish was to have the great 
principles of redress thoroughly considered; and particularly 
tliat these propositions should be' subniitted to, and maturely 
weighed by the church, as the foundation of future bills to stand' 
the sentiments of the commons, and to be (if these sentimenU 
should be resisted by a right reverend bench) their acquittal and 
justification to the public. He followed up each resolution with 
a most impressive comment.* Nothing else of an interesting 

• 8 Pari. Debates, p. 445, 8cc. The resolutions were so far opposed by the 
secretary of state, as to keep them out of the journals, though he, and the 
other gentlemen on the Treasury bench, who spoke on the occasion, did not 
pretend to controvert the principles. The resoUitions were as follows : 

'* J '?"w«'f^f That it would greatly encourage the improvement of barren 
f^ lands in Ireland, if said lands, for a certain time after being reclaimed, were 
•* exempt from the payment of tithes. 

" ^y /^f ^^''ff That a domestic supply of flax is an object, to which aU his 
" majesty's subjects of Ireland should contribute. 
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nature came before parliament during that session : it wa^ pro- 
rogued on the 14th of April, 1788, to the astonishment of the 
nation. The natural quickness of their sensations was accele- 
rated by disappointment, when they found, that all that was 
done relative to tithes was, to provide for the ckrgy what some 
of them had lost by retention of the tithes in the two preceding 
years, and to secure to them for ever a tithe of hemp of 5s* per 
acre. The failure in ever}'^ popular attempt of the patriots, went 
but a little way to sooth the ruffled minds of the distressed pea- 
santry in the provinces, or of the middling and higher orders 
in the metropolis and large towns. Notwithstanding the increase 
of peace officers under the police bill, it was sarcastically ob« 
served, that his excellency had the peace and tranquillity of the 
country deeply at heart, for that, upon the slightest appeiu*ance 
of interruption, he was sure to call in the aid of the military* 
It is incident to human nature, to see the various events of the 
day through the medium of that disposition, with which the 
spectator is at the time affected ; and as the public mind had 
not as yet debarrassed itself of all the prejudices, prepossessions, 
and resentment, which the successive influence, triumph, and 
degradation of the volunteers, had produced ; and as the police, 
and other late measures of government, were directly calculated 
to extinguish that spirit in the people, out of which the volun* 
teer army, and all the consequent benefits had arisen to the 
nation, it was impossible, that the army should not have been 
considered useless for internal regulation, or viewed with an 
eye of jealousy or disgust by those, who, in their absence, had 
preserved the peace, and worked the happiness and welfare of 
their country. Great jealousy, soreness, and irritation, mani^ 
fested themselves throughout the kingdom, on the report of 
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** in. Thatthis house matly eontributed to said object by various bounties, 

but that the linen raaninacture had only flourished in those parts of the kingr 
'* dom, where a total exemption froiOy or a small composition for the tithe of 
** flax has existed. 

" IV. Setoi^d, That in order to extend the linen manafacture» said exemp- 
** tion or composition should be made general. 

" V. Reaolvedf That potatoes are the principal subsistence of the poor in 
** Ireland, and are, in a great part of the kingdom* most fortunately exempt 
•* from tithe. 

** VI. £€toived. That it would much contribute to relieve the poor of the 
*' south of this kin^;dom, if the benefit of 'said exemption were extended to 
*' them ; and that if it should be made to appear that the owners of titl« 
** should suffer thereby, that house would make them just compensation. 

*< VII. jRetoived, That that bouse would be ready to relieve the owners of 
" tithes from the necessity of drawing the same ; and to give said owners a 
*' power of recovering the value of the samcr in all cases, by cavil bill, or other- 
** wise, provided said owners of tithe should conform to certain rateages to be 
** ascertained by act of parliament.- 

" VIII. Setolvedf That the better to secure the resideiMC of the clergy, a 
(« moderate tax on noa>residsnts would bo expedient.'' 
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a plan for multiplying barracks, and surrounding the island with 
a military cordon for the preventing of smuggling: buildings, 
in the nature of guard-houses, were to be erected on the coasty 
at the distance of ten miles from each other, with a guard of 
twelve men and a Serjeant to each* The present system of 
government could not be successfully carried on without extra-' 
ordinary countenance to the army on one side, and stronger 
checks, than what were perhaps prudent^ upon the constitutional 
rights of the people, on the other. The feelings of the people 
without were in strict unison with the sentiments of the patriots 
within the walls of parliament ; and the lord lieutenant finding 
Ihimiself pressed by the weight of talent, influence, and popular 
rity of those, who had ranged themselves in opposition to his 
measures, got rid of them by an early prorogation, that he 
might busy himself without interruption, in his favourite subal^ 
tern system of (economical reform* 

Animated with a laudable indignation against the rapaciousr 
and bare-faced practices of the clerks, and other subaltern offi^* 
cers in the different fiscal departments of government, he seized 
all^ their keys, examined himself their papers and accounts, and 
subjected them to the most rigorous scrutiny, and demanded 
instant payment of outstanding balances. An universal panic 
seized the whole ; many defaulters fled the country, others cut 
their throats, and some few, relying on the sympathies aud coun- 
tenance of their immediate superiors in office, stood the brunt 
of the enquiry, and either eluded by dexterity, or softened by 
false promises the anger of their indignant governor. Some 
few were ultimately dismissed with disgrace. In these secondary 
departments nothing was so minute, which the scrutinizing eye 
of his excellency would not descend to inspect. The profligacy 
of official profusion was truly incredible: peculation reigned in 
cverj' department where public money was handled, or public 
property disposable : the public accounts were wound up yearly 
with formidable items for balances in the hands of collectors, 
treasurers, and pay-masters, or arrears due by former great 
officers who had received their employments without security, 
or had been discarded for misconduct, or were dead, or had 
fled, or become bankrupt. Such was the inveteracy of thi« 
disease, that each succeeding viceroy, on close inspection, was 
afraid to touch it; until the Marquis of Buckingham, with 
more courage or more temerity than his predecessors, ventured 
to upset the hornets* hive, and develop the wicked workings of 
these official peculators. In the ordnance and treasury, the 
grossest frauds pervaded almost every department* The public 

• When Mr. Corry was made siin'eyor of the ordnance, hia first act was 
to lock up and seal the desks of the several clerks, who were dismissed In- 
stantly. 
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stores were plundered with impunity in the open day. The 
arms, ammunition, and military a.ccoutrement8, condemned as 
useless, were stolen out at one g^e, and brought in at theother^ 
as purchased, and charged anew to the public account* Jour* 
neymen armourers, who worked in the arsenal, seldom went 
home to their meak without conveying away a musket, sword, or 
brace of pistols, as lawful perquisites, and sanctioned by the 
connivance of their superiors. Clerks in subordinate depart- 
ments, with salaries of 100/. per annum, or less, kept handsome- 
houses in town and country, with splendid establishments | 
some of them became purchasers of loans and lotteries : all 
exhibited signs of redundant opulence. 

In the course of the year 1788, the county of Armagh was 
disturbed by the increased animosity and outrages of the Peep 
of Day Boys, and Defenders. These two sets had been advanc- 
ing in numbers, system, and feroicity, ever since the year 1785 : 
they arose, like many other considerable and tumultuary sets 
or denominations of men, fro|^ mere accident. An altercatioa 
took place between two peasants, who happened to be Presbyte* 
rians : amongst the spectators of the sufFray, was a Roman 
Catholic, who took a part with one of the combatants : at which 
the other swore perpetual vengeance : this spirit of difference 
was kept up, and the neighbours began to take a part with the 
original combatants, according to their intimacies of friendship: 
the spirit of discord spread from families to villages: they 
embodied and called themselves fleets, and went out to meet 
and fight each other : hitherto they knew no other difference or 
distinction, than that of their- villages or townships ; which ^ 
from their names, they called the Nappack fleet and the Bawn 
fleet : a third set, living about Bunker s-hill between Newry and 
Armagh, associated to defend themselves against the Nappack 
fleet, and calling themselves defenders joined the Bawn fleeL 
M ^ny on both sides were armed : and as far back as 1785, near 
a thousand men on both sides met for a regular engage ment^ 
which was fortunately prevented by some gentlemen oi property, 
who had been apprizoid of their intentions. When once asso- 
ciations of this sort have formed themselves into bodies, it 
is impossible that the spirit of discord, or revenge, or even 
frolic, should not carry them beyond their original intentions 
and lead them into new mischief, aris'mg out of the fortuitous 
circumstances of their unguarded warmth. In. this part of the 
country, the religious division of the population was different 
from most other districts in Ireland : the Protestants were the 
more numerous, and of these the greater part were Presbyte* 
rians. As the discord and animosity increased, some acciden- 
tal differences about religion blew up a religious dissension 
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amidst both parties : and, in process of time, they formed into 
a new division, and enlisted under the opposite banners of the 
Protestant and Catholic religions. Of all grounds of dissensions^ 
religion is ever the most inveterate, and most to be dreaded. 
A tumultuary spirit had so long pervaded these unfortunate 
people, that as they had once armed and arrayed themselves for 
combat, they would not it seems part or disarm without iight« 
ing. This new marshalling of their whole force soon gave 
rise to diiferenl appellations : for the Protestants taking advan- 
tage of the laws against Papists having arms, paid their antago« 
nists very early domiciliary visits to search for arms, in which 
they were often guilty of the most wanton outrages ; they ac* 
quired the appellation oi Peep of Day Boys: whilst the others , 
assumed that of Defenders* The consequence of this new 
division of parties was, that their mutual ferocity increased, and 
frequent rencounters terminated in blood* Certain it is^ that by 
timely and vigorous exertions of government, this spirit of dis- 
sension and outrage might have been at any time subdued and 
extinguished ; but unfortunately the unhappy differences were 
permitted to be fomented by gentlemen of the country for elec« 
tioneering or other worse purposes. Hence the fatal origin of 
defenderism. 

Either for the purpose or under the pretence of checking this 
spirit of turbulence and outrage, in this year recourse again was 
had to. the raising of some volunteer corps, by way of strength- 
ening, as it was said, the arm of the civil magistrate* It was 
not in the nature of things, that these volunteer corps, into 
which they refused to admit any Catholic, should not be more 
obnoxious to the defenders, than to the Peep of Day Boys : ic/t 
although they should not have shewn favour or affection to 
any description of men disturbing the public tranquillity, yet 
it was the first part of their duty to disarm the defenders (being 
Papists), and in their arms had they for some time found t^eir 
only safety and defence against their antagonists. Some occa- 
sional conflicts happened both between the Defenders and Peep 
of Day Boys^i and between the Defenders and the Volunteers. 
As a corps of volunteers in going to church at Armagh passed 
by a Catholic chapel, a quarrel arose with some of the congrega- 
tion, and stones were thrown at the volunteers. After service, 
instead of avoiding the repetition of insult by taking another 
route, the volunteers procured arms, returned to the spot, and a 
conflict ensued, in which they killed some of the Catholic con- 
gregation. In consequence of these rencounters, and the defen- 
ders procuring and retaining what fire arms they could, the 
ESirl of Ch^rlemont, governor, of the coimty, and the grand 
jury, published a manifesto against all Papists, who should 
assemble in arms, and also against any person, who should 
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attempt to diss^rm them without legal' authority. In addition to 
these efforts, some of the Feep of Day Boys sought also to 
disarm their antagonists by'means of the law : they accordingly 
indicted some of the defenders at the summer assizes of 1788 ; 
but Baron Hamilton quashed the indictments, and dismissed 
both parties with an impressive ext^ortation to live in peace and 
brotherly love« The Defenders about this time were charged 
with openly sending challenges both to the Peep of Day Boys 
and the volunteers to meet them in the field: the fact was, that 
the defenders certainly did look upon them both as one common 
enemy combined to defeat and oppress them : whilst therefore 
this open hostility between the two parties subsisted and rankled 
Vnder the daily festering sore of religious acrimony, the defen- 
ders, who knew themselves armed against law, though in self* 
defence against the Peep of Day Boys^ became the more anxious 
to bring their antagonists to an open trial of strength, rather than 
remain victims to the repeated outrages of their domiciliary 
visits, or other attempts to disarm them* Thus a private squab<« 
fale between two peasants gradually swelled into a village brawl, 
and ended in the religious war of a whole district. Some symp- 
toms of renovated disturbances also broke out in the south* 
The prorogation of parliament, without having administered any 
relief to their grievances, was not likely to increase or spread 
amongst them a spirit of content or gratitude. 

We now approach the period of Irish history, pregnant with 
those awful circumstances, which it has lately been the study, 
affectauon, or rage of modem writers to connect with the late 
Irish rebellion in whatever manner it best suited their views, 
interests, or passions : and as the incorporate union of the two 
kingdoms followed so closely upon the heels of that rebellion, it 
becomes the historian's duty to conduct his reader by an unin- 
teiTupted chain of facts to that eventful period of union, which 
it is the wish of every loyal subject of his majesty may, as it 
certainly ought to be productive of accumulative and permanent 
prosperity to die British empire. Whoever has lived to See 
and reflect impartially upon the awful effects of the last twelve 
years in the political turns of human government, will allow the 
superior necessity, at the present above any former period, of 
ascribing effects to their real causes. Inattention to this tran- 
scendent duty of the statesman in Ireland, appears to have been 
immediately productive of many of those disasters, which the 
tears of a century will not efface. 

From the year 1779, when Lord Clare tells us, that the tvu 
becility of Lord Buckinghamshire's government had arrayed the 
volunteer army^ the whole Irish nation had been successively 
seized with a spirit of civil freed6m and independence, which 
had not been felt, or at least had not been shewn for sevend 
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preceding centuries We have traced that spirit through its ae« 
veral gradations to its zenith : and when bv its undaunted per- 
severance it had procured all it demanded in 1782, we have ob- 
served it at first disjointed by internal difference, and when weak- 
ened by division, we have, seen it bought up or worked down 
by all the allurements, power, and influence of government. 
From the recal of the Duke of Portland, every measure of go- 
vernment had a tendency to extinguish the national spirit, to 
which alone the legislative independence of Ireland was owing. 
The defection of the members from the general popularit}* of 
their sentiments in 1782, was at first rapid with the change of 
* administration in all those, who systematically supported the mi- 
nister of the day*' These numerically secured a majority; but 
the great landed interests of the country remained for a time 
staunch to the principles by which their country had become 
free and independent : with them lay the weight of property, of 
talent, and natural influence over all that part of the nation, 
which had not bartered their freedom for emolument or lucre* 
Although the minister commanded considerably more than two 
thirds out of the three hundred votes in the commons, yet so 
hardly were they pressed by the minority, both as to the popu* 
Jarity of the subjects brought under the discussion of parlia* 
xnent, and the superior abilities, with which they were urged, 
that the lord lieutenant almost indecently curtailed the duration 
of the session, to the great dissatisfaction of the minority with- 
in and the majority out of parliament. Mr* Yelverton's bill 
and all the transactions in the year 1782, had been adopted upon 
the genuine principles of Whiggism, which the Duke of Port- 
land at that time professed, and every true friend of the Mar- 
quis of Rockingham practised. 

In the autumn of this year, it was the will of Heaven to visit 
the British empire with a most distressful calamity. A cir- 
cumstance, which placed Ireland in a more peculiar delicacy of 
situation, than any other part of the empire. Soon after the re- 
cess of the British parliament in the middle of July, 1788, the 
king, who^ had been for some time rather indisposed, was ad- 
vised by his physicians to try the mineral waters of Cheltenham, 
which seemed to promise the re-establishment of his health. 
During his residence there^ his majesty amused himself and 
gratified his people by various excursions in the vicinity of that 
place, displaying on these occasions much condescension and 
affability, and being every where received with extraordinary 
demonstrations of joy» On his return to Windsor, his illness 
returned with new and alarming symptoms ; and in the month 
of October it was generally rumoured, that the malady of the 
king was of a nature peculiarly afflicting. It was however the 
natural wish of the court, that it should not be credited by the 
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public, earlier than the dreadful necessity required* On the 
24th of October there was a levee at St. Jameses, for tlie pur- 

Eoae of quieting the alarm, ivhich the report of his indisposition 
ad spread amongst the people ; but upon his return to Wind- 
sor, his disorder took a new and unfortunate turn ; and before 
the end of the first week in November it was generally known, 
that it had settled in a delirium. The grief and consternation, 
which this intelligence excited amongst all ranks of his affec* 
tionate subjects could only be equalled by the joy they so con- 
spicuously manifested at his happy recovery. The Prince of 
Wales repaired immediately to Windsor, where he was met by 
the lord chancellor ; they, in concert with the queen, took such 
measures relative to the domestic affairs of the king, as the ne« 
cessity of the case required. In the mean time all those, who 
by their rank and situation in the state were required tp take a 
part in so new and unexpected an exigence, assembled in the 
capital ; and . an express was dispatched to Mr. Fox, at that 
time on the continent, to hasten his return.^ 

The parliament then stood prorogued to the 20th of Novem- 
ber ; and as the intended commission for a further prorogation 
had not been issued by the king, its meeting took place upon tliat 
day, as a matter of course.f The peers and the commons re- 
mained in their separate chambers ; . and the chancellor in the 
lords, and Mr. Pitt in the commons^, having notified the cause 
of their assembling without the usual notice and summons, and 
stated the impropriety of their proceeding under such circum- 
stances to the discussion of any public business whatsoever, 
both houses resolved unanimously to adjourn for fifteen days. 
At the same time Mr« Pitt took occasion to observe, that it 
WQuld be indispensably necessary, in case his majesty's illness 
should unhappily continue longer than th« period of their ad- 
journment, that the house should take into immediate conside- 
ration the means of supplying, as far as they were competent, 
the want of the royal presence ; it was incumbent upon them to 
ensure a full attendance, in order to give ever)' possible weight 
and solemnity to their proceedings. For this purpose it was 
ordered, that the house should be called over on Thursday the 
4th of December next, ^nd that the speaker should send letters 
requiring the attendance of every member. Orders to the same 
effect were made by the lords. 

In order to lay some ground for the proceeding of the two 
houses of parliament, a council was holden at Whitehall on the 
day preceding their meeting, to which all the privy counsellors 

* Mr. Fox was at this time on the borders of Italy ; and the fatiffue of tra- 
velling incessantly night and day, in order to return in tUne, seriousTy affected 
his health. 

t 25 Pari. Deb. p. 2. 
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were summoned. Of fifty-four who attended, twenty^four were of 
the party of opposition. The physicians,^ who had attended hjs 
majesty during his illness, were called before them and sworn ; 
after which three questions, which had been previously debated 
and carried in the council, were put to t))em severally* The 
first was, ^^ Whether his majesty's indisposition rendered him 

incapable of meeting his parliament, and of attending to any 

sort of public business V^ To this they answered, " That 
** certainly he was incapable/' The second was, *' What was 
^^ their opinion of the duration of his majesty's malady, and of 
** the probability of a cure ?" To this Aey answered, '* That 
*^ there was a great probability of his recovery; but that it was 
*^ impossible to limit the time." The third question was, ^^ Did 
'^ they give that opinion from the particular symptoms of his ma* 
^ jesty's disorder, or from their experience in complaints of a 
** similar nature ?" To this their general answer was, ** That it 
*' was from experience, and having observed, that the majority 
^^ of those, who were afflicted with the same disease, had reco- 
•* vered." 

On the 4th the two houses being assembled, the president of 
the council informed the peers, that the king,' by the continue 
ance of his indisposition, was rendered incapaUe of meeting his 
parliament, and that all the other functions of government were 
thereby suspended. He then declared it to be his opinion, that 
in that dismembered state of the legislature, the right devolved 
on the two houses of parliament to make such provision for 
supplying the defect as should be adequate to the necessity of 
the case ; but that it was necessary, before any step could be 
taken in so delicate a business, that the deficiency should be 
fully ascertained : with this view he moved, that the minutes of 
the privy council should be read : which being done, the fol- 
lowing Monday was appointed for taking it into consideration. 

A motion to the same effect being made by Mr. Pitt in the 
House of Commons, Mr. Viner expressed his doubt, whetl^er, 
in a matter of such moment, and which would be attended with 
such important consequences, the house could proceed upon 
a report from the privy council, without further examination of 
the physician«i, either at their bar, or fay a committee of their 
own. Mr. Pitt urged, in reply, the delicacy to be discussed; 
and remarked furdier, that the examination was ttiken upon 
oath, which the house had it not in their power to administer. 
Mr. Fox concurred in opinion with Mr. Viner; he felt the pro- 

• Thepliysicians were sir Geor^ Baker, Sir Lucas Pepys, Dr. Addinji^ony 
Knd Dr. Reynolds ; of whom Dr. Addington was the most sanpiine m his 
hopes of his majesty's recover}'', as he had seldom or erer known cases attend* 
rd by such symptoniB ns he had discovered in his majesty fail of a happy ter* 
nination. 25 Par. Deb. p. 3. 
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priety of acting with all possible delicacy ; but if delicacy and 
their duty should happen to clash, the latter ought not to be 
sacrificed to the former. 

On Monday the 8di of December Mr, Pitt, either convinced, 
upon further consideration, of the propriety of Mr. Viner's sug* 
^stion, or expecting that the probability of his majesty's re- 
covery would become more apparent upon a fuller enquiry into 
the case, came forward to propose, that a committee of twenty- 
one members should be appointed to examine all the physicians^ 
who attended the king during his illness. A like committee 
was appointed the same day in the House of Lords ; and the 
members in both were chosen nearly in equal numbers from 
each side of the house. 

The report of the committee being brought up on the lOth^' 
and ordered to be printed, Mr. Pitt moved *^ that a committee 
^^ be appointed to examine the Journals of the house, and report* 
^^ precedents of such proceedings as may have been had in cases 
*^ of the personal exercise of the royal authority being prevented 
** or interrupted by infancy, sickness, infirmity, or otherwise^ 
" with a view to provide for the same.'^ Mr. Fox objected to 
the motion as nugatory, and productive of unnecessary and « 
improper delay. The right hon. gentleman knew, that no pre*' 
cedent was to be found of the suspence of the executive govern- 
ment, in which, at the same time, there existed an heir apparent 
to the crown, of full age and capacity. For his part, he was 
convinced, upon the maturest consideration of the principles and 
practice of the constitution, and of the analogy of the common 
law of the land, that whenever the sovereign, from sickness, 
infirmity, or other incapacity, was unable to exercise the func* 
tions of his high office, the heir apparent, being of full age and 
capacity, had as indisputable a claim to the exercise of the exe« 
cutive power, in the name and on behalf of the sovereign, during 
the continuance of such incapacity, as in the case of his natural 
demise. And as to the right, which he conceived the Prince of 
Wales had, he' was not himself to judge when he was entitled 
to exercise it ; but the two houses of parliament, as the organs 
(tf the nation, were alone qualified to pronounce^ when the prince 
ought to take possession of it, and exercise his right. He thought 
it candid, entertaining this opinion, to come forward fairly, and 
avow it at that instant ; and therefore. Under such an idea, he 
conceived, that as short a time as possible ought to intervene 
between the Prince of Wales's assuming the sovereignty, and 
the present moment. Hp justified the prince's not making this 
his indubitable claim himself, by imputing his desire of waving 
the open advancement of it, to his having been bred in those 
principles, which had placed his illustrious house on the throne^ 
and to his known rcv.erencc -and regard for those principles, 
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aithe true fundamentals of our glorious constitution, in the 
maintenance of which, his family had flourished with so much 
prosperity and happiness, as sovereigns of the British empire* 
Hence it was, that his Rojral Highness chose rather to wait the 
decision of parliament, with a patient and due deference ta 
the constitution, than to urge a claim, that, he trusted, a majo* 
rity of that house, and of the people at large, admitted; and 
which, he was persuaded, could not be reasonably dis^puted. 
With regard to the examination of the physicians, three points 
formed the result, and must be the substratum^ on which that 
house would necessarily raise the superstructure, whatever it 
might be, that they should deem it expedient to erect. 

1. That his majesty was incapable of meeting his parliament^ 
or proceeding to business; 

2. That there was a great prospect, and a strong probability^ 
of his recover}'. 

3. But that with respect to the point of time, when that rew 
covery would take place, they were left in absolute doubt and 
uncertainty. 

Mr. Pitt observed, that if a claim of right were intimated 
(even though not formally) on the part of the Prince of Wales, 
to assume the government, it became of the utmost consequence 
to ascertain, from precedent and history, Whether that claim 
were founded ; which, if it were, precluded the house from the 
possibility of all deliberation on tne subject. . In the mean time 
he maintained, that it would appear, frotn every precedent, 
and from every page of our history, tliat to assert such a right 
in the Prince of Wales, or any one else, independent of the 
decision of the two houses of pariiament, was little less than 
treason to the constitution of the country. He pledged himself 
to this assertion, that in the case of the interruption of the 
personal exercise of the royal authority, without any previous 
lawful provision having been made for carrying on the govern* 
ment, it belonged to the other branches of the legislature^ on 
the part of the nation at large, the body they represented,' to 
provide, according to their direction, for the temporary exercise 
of the royal authority, in the name, and on the behalf, of the 
sovereign, in such manner as they should think requisite ; and. 
that, unless by their decision, the Prince of Wales had no right, 
(speaking of strict right) to assume the government, more 
than any other individual subject of the country. What parlia-* 
ment ought to determine on that subject, was a question of 
discretion. However strong the arguments might be on that 
ground, in favour of the Prince of Wales, which he would not 
enter into at that time, it did not affect the question of right ; 
because, neither the whole, nor any part, of the royal authority 
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rould belong to him in the preseat circumstaoces, unless con* 
ferred bj* the houses of parliament. 

The exclusive right of the prince to the regency under the* 
physical inability of his royal father, was strenuously and inge<« 
niously supported in both houses by the gendemen of the oppox 
sition, and warmly and ably opposed by the ministerial mem<« 
bers. Although on this great and important occasion the num^ 
ber of the former were considerably encreased: yet the minister 
was secure on every question of a majority of upwards of threes 
score in the Commons, and of a larger proportion of the House 
of Lords. Lord Loughborough, who on this occasion assumed 
tfie lead of opposition in the peers, amongst other arguments 
in support of the princ^^s inherent right, strongly urged the 
inconveniency and mischief, which might aOrise from the con<«' 
trary doctrine, when it should come to be acted upon by the 
independent kingdom of Ireland. Was it remembered, said 
his lordship,^ that a neighbouring kingdom stood connected 
with us, and acknowledged allegiance to the British crown. If 
once the rule of regular succession were departed from by the 
two houses, how were they sure, that the neighbouring kingdom 
would acknowledge the regent, whom the two houses would take 
upon themselves to elect. The probabilit}' was, that the neighs 
bouring kingdom would depart, in consequence of our depar-^ 
ture, from the rule of hereditary succession, and choose a regent 
of their own, which must lead to endless confusion and embar* 
rassment.f 

As it was evident from the complection of both houses of 
parliament, that the majority was against the claim of the 
Prince of Wales's strict right to the regency, it was thought most 
advisable, by those who held th( affirmative, to avoid, if 
possible, its being brought to a formal decision. With this 
view, on the 1 5th of December, Earl Fitzwilliam, after stating 
Ae inexpediency of bringing under the present circumstances^ 
any abstract political questions into discussion, when aH parties 
were agreed in substance, desired to know from the ministers^ 
whether they meant to introduce any proposition of that nature* 
He wad answered by Earl Camden, that as the most essential 
rights of the two houses of parliament had been questioned 

• Se. Par. Deb. Lords, p. 90. • 

t In anitwer to this part of Lord Lougfiboroueh's speeeb, Lord ChftneeOot 
(Thurlpw) lamented, that any remarks should have fallen from the noble and 
learned lord respecting Ireland, because he considered them as not unlikelr« 
Spargere voett in vnf^m ambiguai / Sueb vague and Ipose suggestions could 
answer no useful purpose, but might produce very mischievous consequences* 
He declared, thlit he had every reliance on the known loyalty, good sense, and 
• affection of that country, and felt no anxiety on tli^ danger of Ireland*! acting 
improperly. ,* 
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by persons of great and respectable authority^ he thought it was 
become absolutely necessary, that they should not be left doubtful 
and unscLtded* Upon this declaration, his Royal Highness the 
Duke of York rose to express his sentiments on a subject, in 
which the dearest interests of the country were involved. He 
entirely agreed with the noble Earl (Fitzwilliam) and other 
lords, who had expressed their wishes to avoid any question, 
which tended to induce a discussion on the rights of the prince* 
The fact was plain, that no such claim of right had been made 
on the part of the prince ; and he was confident, that his royal 
llighness understood too well the sacred principles, which seated 
the house of Brunswick on the throne of Great Britain, ever to 
assume or exercise any power, be his claim what k might,- not 
derived from the will of the people, expressed by their repre- 
sentatives and their lordships in parliament assembled^ It was 
upon that ground that he must be permitted to hope, that the 
wisdom and moderation of all considerate men, at a moment 
when temper and unanimity were so peculiarly necessary^ on 
account of the dreadful. calamity which every description of 
persons must^ in common^ lament, but which be more particu^ 
iarly felt, would make them wish to avoid pressing a decision, 
which certainly was not necessary to the great object expected 
from parliament, and which must be most painful in the discus* 
aion to a family already sufficiendy agitated and afflicted* Sucby 
his royal highness observed, in sonclusion, were (he sentiments 
of an. honest heart, equally influenced by duty and afiecdon ta 
Ms royal father, and by attachment to the constitutional rights 
of his subjects: and he was confident, that if his royal brother 
were to address them in his place, as a peer of the realm, these 
were the sentiments, which he would distinctly avow. 

He was followed by«his Royal Highness the Duke of Glou-^ 
cester, who strongly deprecated the discussion of a question, 
which could only tend to produce the most mischievous conse- 
quences* He felt so strongly on the subject, that, if the attempt 
were persisted in, and the question brought before that house. 
Be could Only say, that he believed he should not dare to trust 
himself to come forwafd and speak his sentiments on the extra- 
ordinary conduct of those, who were unnecessarily inclined to 
compel a decision on so delicate a question. 

Notwithstanding the entreaties of the princes of the royal 
family, the ministers persevered in their intention ; and die lor^ 
chancellor closed the conversatioh by declaring, that though he 
much lamented the starting of such a question, yet he did not 
see how they could now avoid coming to some determinatioit 
upon iu 

On tjw 16th of December, the House of Cotortions having 
resolved itself into a committee, Mr. Pitt moved the three 
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feUowing resolutions, the first of which was voted unani« 
mously* 

^^ 1. That it is the opinion of this committee, that his ma-* 
*^ jesty is prevented, by his present indisposition, from coming 
^* to. his parliament, and from attending to public business ; and 
^ that the personal exercise of the royal authority is thereby^ 
** for the present, interrupted." 

^^ 2. That it is the opinion of diis committee, that it is the 
^^ right and duty of the lords, spiritual and temporal, and com* 
*^ mons of Great Britain, now assembled, and lawfully and free** 
*^ ly representing ail the estates of the people of this realm, to 
^ provide the means of supplying the defect of the personal ^m 
^* ercsse of the royal authority, arising from his majesty's said 
. ^^ indisposition, in such manner, as the exigency of the casp 
-*' may appear to require." 

-^^ Resohedy that for this purpose, and for maintaining entire 
'^^ the constitutional authority of the king, it is necessary, that 
'^^ the said lords spiritual and temporal and commons of Great 
*^ Britain, should determine on the means, whereby the iroyal 
^^ assent may be given in parliament to sach biH, as may be 
^^ passed by the two houses of parliament, respecting the exer* 
^^ cise of the powers and authorities of the crown, in the name, 
** and on'the behalf of the king, during the continuance of his 
** majesty's present indisposition.** 

These resolutions passed the commons after several vehe« 
ment debates, by a majority of 64 : and were carried in the * 
lords by 99 against 66. On the 29th of December, 1788, tho 
illness of the speaker (Mr. Cornwall, of which he died on the 
2d of January, 1789,) prevented his attendance in the commons, 
and there was no debate for some days. During this interval 
from parliamentary business, Mr. Pitt, on the 29th of Decern- 
ber, 1788, wrote* to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
the following letter, concemiagthe plan of restrictions intended 
to be put upon the regency. 

**SiR, .... 

^^ THE proceedings in parliament being now brought 
*^ to a point, which will render it necessary, to propose to the 
*^ House of Commons, the particular measures to be taken for 
^* supplying the defect of the personal exercise of the» royal a^u* 
'* thori^, durlQg the present interval, and your royal highness 
'^ having some time since signified your pleasure, that any com- 
^^ munication on this subject should be in writing, I take th^ 
" liberty of respectfully entreating your royal highness's per- 

• 

* Some aukward misrepresentations of what had passed at one of the meet- 
iBgSp between his royal hiffbness and the premier, haying^ gone abroad, his 
royal highness had from that time declined any personal mtenriew with the 
minister, and had expressed bis royal pleasure, that any future coiRmuniQ%f 
tion« should be in writing. 
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• 

*^ mis ston, to submit to your consideration the outlines of tke 
^ plan, which his majesty^s confidential ' servants humbly con- 
^' ceive (according to the best judgment which diey are able to 
^^ form) to be proper to be proposed in the present circum- 
^^ stances* 

^^ It is their humble opinion, that your royal highness should 
*^ be empowered to exercise the royal authority in the name and 
*^on the behalf of his majesty, during his majesty^s illness, and 
'^ to do all acts which might legally be done by his majesty ; 
'^ wit^i provisions, nevertheless, that the care of his majesty's 
*^ royal person, and the management of bis majesty's household, 
'^ and the direction and appointment of the officers and servants 
'' therein should be in the queen under such regulations, as 
^ may be thought necessary. That the power to be exercised 
^' by vour royal highness should not extend to the granting the 
" real or personal property of the king (except as far as relates 
'^ to the renewal of leases), to the granting any office in rever- 
^^ sion, or to the granting, for any other term than during his 
^^ majesty's pleasure, any pension, or any office whatever, except 
^^ such as must by law be granted for life, or during good beha- 
'^ viour ; nor to the granting any rank or dignity of the peerage 
'^ of this realm to any person, except his majcsty^s issue, who 
^ " shall have attained the age of 2) years* 

^^ These are the chief points, which have occurred to his ma« 
'^ jest)''s servants. I beg leave to add, that their ideas are 
^^ formed on the supposition, that his majesty's illness is only 
*' temporary, and may be of no long duration. It may be difi- 
*' cult to fix before hand, the precise period, for which these pro- 
** visions ought to last ; .but if unfortunately his majesty's recovc* 
*^ ry .should be protracted to a more distant period, than there is 
^^ reason at present to imagine, it will be open hereafter to the 
" wisdom of parliament, to recbnsTder these provisions vhen- 
^^ ever the circumstances appear to call for it. 

*' If vyour royal highness should be pleased to require any 
'I farther explanation on the subject, and should condescend to 
" signify your orders, that I should have the honour of attend- 
*' ingyour royal highness for that purpose, or to intimate any 
*' other mode, in which your royal highness may wish to receive 
* ** such explanation, I shall respectfully wait your royal high* 
^' ness's commands. 

" I have the honour to be, • 
^^ With the utmost deference and submission^ 
" Sir, 
♦' Your royal highness's 
<' Most dutiful and devoted servant, 

« W. Pitt/* 
JDoxvning'Street^ Tuesday nighty 
December 30, 1788^ 
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' To this letter his royal highness wrote the foUowing answer, 
• which he delivered to the lord chancellor, January 1, 1789u 

^ The Prince of Wales learns from Mr. Pitt's letter, that the 

. ^^ proceedings in parliaitient are now in a train, which enables 

^* Mn Pitt, according to the intimation in his former letter, to 

^ ^^ communicate to the prince the outlines of the plan, which his 

^^ majesty's confidential servants conceive to be proper to be 

\ M proposed in the present circumstanpes« 

*^ Concerning the s.teps already taken by Mr. Pitt, the Prince 
^ is silent. Nothing done by the two houses of parliament can 
^^ be a proper subject of his animadversion ; but when, previ- 
^ ously to any discussion in parliament, the outlines of a scheme 
^' of government are sent for his consideration, in which it is pro- 
^. posed, that he shall be personally and principally concerned, 
^^ and by which the royal authority, and the public welfare may 
^ be deeply affected, the Prince would be unjustifiable, were he 
^ to withhold an explicit declaration of his sentiments. His si- 
^ lence might be construed into a previous approbation of a 
'^ plan, the accomplishment of which every motive of duty to 
^^ his father and sovereign, as well as of regard for the public 
'^ interest, obliges him to consider as injurious to both. 

^ In the state of deep distress, in which the Prince and the 
** wjiole royal family were involved by the heavy calamity, 
*^ which has fallen upon the king, and at a moment when go* 
. ^ vemment deprived of its chief energy and support, seemed 
'^ peculiarly to need the cordial and united aid of all descrip- 
^^ ticms of good subjects, it was not expected by the Prince, that 
*^ a plan should be offered to his consideration, by which go* 
^ vemment was to be rendered difficult, if not impracticable, in 
'^ the hands of any person intended to represent the king's au« 
^^ thority, much less in the hands of his eldest son, the heir ap« 
. ^^ parent of his kingdoms, and the person most bound to the 
^' maintenance of his majesty's just prerogatives and authority, 
^^ as well as most interested in the happiness, the prosperity, and 
*' the glory of the people. 

*^ The Prince forbears to remark on the several parts of the 
^^ sketch, of the plan laid before him ; he apprehends it must 
^^ have been formed with sufficient deliberation to. preclude the 
^^ probability of any argument of his producing an alteration of 
^ sentiment in the projectors of it. But he trusts, with confi* 
^^ dence, to the wisdom and justice of parliament, when the 
^^ whole of this subject, aftid the circumstances connected with 
** it, shall come under their deliberation. 

•* He observes, therefore, only generally on the heads com- 
** municated by Mr. Pitt, and it is with deep regret the Prince 
^ makes the observation, that he sees in the contents of that pa* 
^^ per, a project for producing weakness, disorder, and insetu* 
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'^ rity in every branch of the adminifttration of affairs* ' A"j)nw 
^* ject for dividing the royal family from each other, for sepa.* 
^^ rating the court from the state ; and therefore, t>y disjoining 
^ government from its natural and accustomed support, 'a 
*^ scheme for disconnecting the authority to command service, 
^^ from the power of animating it by reward i and for allottiilg^ 
^ to the Prince all the invidious duties of government, without 
^* the means of softening them to the public by any one act of 
^^ grace, favour or benignity. 

*^ The Prince's feelings on contemplating this plan are also 
^^ rendered still more painful to him by observing, that it is not 
^^ founded on any general principle, but is calculated to infuse 
^^ jealousies and suspicions (wholly groundless he trusts) in that 
^^ quarter, whose confidence it will ever be the first pride of his 
*^ life to merit and obtain* 

^* With regard to the motive and object of the limitations and 
'* restrictions proposed, the Prince can have but litde to observe* 
*^ No light or information is offered him by his majesty's mi* 
*^ nisters on these points. They have informed him what the 
^ powers are, whidi they mean to refuse him, not why they are 
« withheld. ^ ' 

** The Prince, however, holding as he does, that it is an un* 
^^ doubted and fundamental principle of this constitution,, thkt 
^^ the powers and prerogatives of the crown are vested there, as 
^ a trust for the benefit of th^ people ; and that they are sacred 
^ Only, as they are necessary to the preservation of that poiSe 
^' and balance of the constitution, which experience has proved 
^^ to be the true security of the liberty of the subject, must be al- 
^^ lowed to observe, that the plea of public utihcy ought to be 
^^ Strong, manifest, and urgent, which calls for the extmction or 
*^ suspension of any one of those essential rights in the supreme 
'^ power or its representative ; or which can justify the PrinCft 
**" in consenting, that in his person an experiment shall betnade, 
*' to ascertain with how small a portion of the kingly power 
^* the executive government of this country may be carried on. 

^ The Prince has only to add, that if security for his majes* 
^^ ty's repossessing his rightful government, whenever it shdU 
^ please Providence, in bounty to thef country, to remove the 
*^ calamity with which he is afflicted, be any part of the object 
'* of this plan, the Prince has only to be convinced, that any 
^^ measure is necessary, or even conducive to that end, to be the 
^* first to urge it, as the preliminary and paramount GonsideitU' 
^* tion of any settlement, in which he would consent to share. ' 

^^ If attention to what is presumed might be his majesty's 
*^ feelings and wishes on the happy day of his recovery, be the 
" object, it is with the truest sincerity the Prince expresses his 
^* firm conviction, that no event would be more repugnant to 
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^ |he feelings of his foyd father^ tban tbe knowledge^ that the 
**' govt:rninent of his son and representatire had exhibited the 
*^ sovereign power of the realm in a state of degradation, of 
'* curtailed authority and diminished energy ; a state, hurtful in 
** practice to the prosperity and good government of his people, 
**' and injurious in its precedent to the securi^ of the monarch, 
*^ and the rights of his family. 

'^ Upon that part of the plan, which l^egards the king's real . 
^ and personal property, the Prince feels himself compelled 
**' to remark^ that it was not necessary for Mr. Pitt, nor proper 
^ to suggest to the Prince, the restraint he proposes against the 
^ Princess granting away the king's real and personal proper^4 
*^ The Prince does not conceive, that, during the king's lire^ 
^ he is by law entided to make any such grant ; and he is sure, 
^^ that he has never shewn the smallest inclination to possess 
^* any such power. But it remains with Mr. Pitt to consider 
^^ the eventual interests of the royal family, and to provide a 
*^ proper and natural secuvity against- the mismanagement of 
** them by others. 

^^ The Prince has discharged an indispensable duty, in tfaui 
^^ giving his free opinion on the plan submitted to his con« 
*^ sideratiom 

^^ His conviction of the evils, which may arise to the king's 
^ interests^ to the peace and happiness of die royal family, and 
^^ to the safety and welfare of the nation, irom die government 
^^ of the country remaining longer in its present maimed and 
*^ debilitated state, outweighs in the Prince's mind every other 
^ consideration, and will determine him to undertake the pain« 
<« ful trust imposed u'pon him by the present melancholy neces« 
^^ sity (which of all tht king's subjects he deplores the most) 
*^ in fidl confidence, that the affection and loyalty to the king^ 
^ the experienced attachment to the House of Brunswick, and 
^ the generosity which has always distinguished this nation, 
** will c%rry him through the many difficulties, inseparable from 
*^ this most critical situation, with comfort to himself^ with 
^^ honour to the king, and with advantage to the public* 

Carkton House^ Jan. 2</, 1 r89. (Signed) G. P.** 

On the 6th of January Mr. Pitt having given notice, that he 
should on that day propose to the house the restrictions, within 
Which the exercise of the regal power should be granted to the 
regent, Mr. Loveden, the member for Abingdon, rose as soon 
as the order of the day was moved, and observed, that before 
the house proceeded to setde the terms of the regency, he con- 
ceived that they ought to know exactly the present state of 
his majesty'^ health, what the degree of alteration, which it 
had undergone since his majesty's physicians were last exam- 
ined. This wa^ the more necessary, as reports had gone abfoad 
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of a vef/ contrAdictdiy Itiod, and the authority of the dilTeFent 
phy6ician§ who attended his majestj had been made use of to giv6 
ttBction to those tepoitt* He therefore moTed, ^^ That the phy- 
^^ aitians, tv'ho had attended his majesty should be again examined, 
*^ to inform the house whether any alteration or amendment had 
^^ taken f^ed in the state of the king^s health, and if the present 
^^ symptoms were such, as to give reason to hope for his majes- 
,** ty's Spei^dy fecovery*'* 

This motion gave lise toa witrm debate, which was managed 
not with the most perfect temper and moderation on either sid6 
of ihe house. After much altercation it was agreed, that a 
new committee shoii^d be appointed, and that the physicians 
should be ezariiined. 

The committee sat till the 13th of January, when the report 
was brought up, ordered to be printed, and to be taken into' 
consideration in a committee of the whole house on the state 
of the nation upon the 16di of January, 1789* 

On that day Mn Pitt, after expressing his satisfaction at 
having consented to the motion for re-examining the physicians, 
the event of whictr had justified his flh*mer opinion respecting 
the probability of his majesty^s recovery, proceeded to opcii 
the business, which was then to be the subject of their delibe-' 
rations!. The subject divided itself into three distinct heads : 
Ist, The nature of the king's illness. 2dly, The principles, 
upon which the two houses were authorized to act on this occa-^ 
8ion» And 3dly, The application of those principles to the 
measures, which he should propose for remedying the present 
defect in the personal exercise of the royal authority* 

it had been determined, that the right to provide for the 
deficiency in the executive government devolved on the two 
houses of parliament ; but there was abundant reason to hope, 
that the occasion would be temporary and short. What they 
had to provide for, therefore, was no more than an interval, and 
if unfortunately, his msyesty^s illness should be protracted, they 
night leave it to parliament to do what at present was clearly 
unnecessary ; to consider of a more permanent plan of govern- 
ment. They were to provide only for the present necessity^ 
and not to exceed it ; they were also to provide against any 
embarrassment in the resumption of the royal authority, when- 
ever God, in his providence, should enable the rightful holder 
again to exercise it. They were therefore to grant such powers, 
and none other, as were requisite to carry on the government 
of the country witK energy and effect. 

Upon these principles he should propose to invest the Prince 

of Wales with the whole'royal authority, to be exercised in the 

name and on the behalf of the king, subject to such limitations 

*imd restrictions only as should be provided* He observed in* 
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the Succession Act of Queen Anne, and in the regency acts 
of George the Second and George the Third, the exercise of 
all the royal prerogatives were granted in a fuller manner Vhan 
he intended to propose : but on the other hand, the regent, in 
all those cases, was fettered with a council, the consent of a 
majoritj' of which was necessary to authorize his acts. Under 
the present circumstances he thought it more advisable to leavfe 
the regent entirely free in the choice of his political servants-; 
but at the same time this required some limitation of the au« 
thority, with which he w^s tobe invested. 

The first restriction he meant to propose was, that the au- 
Aority of the regent sjiould not extend to the creating any peer, 
except such of the royal issue as should have attained the age 
of twenty-one. There were three grounds, he conceived, upon 
which this branch of the prerogative was intrusted by the con- 
stitution to the crown, none of which werb applicable to the 
present case. First, It was designed to enable the king to 
counteract the designs of any factious cabal i.n the House of 
Xords,. which might have acquired a predominant influence in 
their deliberations. But was it at all probable that the govern- 
ment of his royal highness should be obstructed by any such 
cabal ? He, for one, was ready to declare, that.he should give 
tio opposition to any administration the regent should chuse to 
form, so long as their measures were compatible with the pros- 
perity of the kingdom. On the other hand, he said, such a 
number of peers might be created, as would considerably em- 
barrass his majesty's government on the event of his being 
restored to health. Secondly, This power was vested in the 
crown, to enable the sovereign to reward eminent merit, and 
thereby to invite others to the same laudable exertions in the 
public service. But was It, he said, to be supposed that fof 
want of such an incentive for a few months, the country was likely 
it be deprived of the service of men of merit. If his majesty 
recovered, as they all hoped, and had reason to expect he would, 
the power of creating peers might be exercised by the rightful 
holder of the prerogative; but if, unfortunately, his majesty 
should grow worse, and be pronounced not likely to recover for 
a long time, parliament would have it in its power to take oiF 
Ae restriction, and vest the regent with a power, which though 
Hot at present, he was ready to admit might in time becdme 
necessary to the carrj ing on of a powerful government. Thirdly, 
This power was designed to provide for the fluctuation of wealth 
, and property in the countr}^ that by raising men of great latided 
interest to the peerage, that branch of the legislature should be 
always placed upon its true and proper basis. But surely it 
would not be contended, that it was necessary to provide in 
a- temporary plan for exigencies^ which coidd only arise from 

VOU III. G c 
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the lapse of considerable periods of time. For all tbe^e 
reasons taken together he should therefore propose, that the 
regents should be restrained from the exercise of that part of the 
prerogative of the crown. 

The next restriction he should propose was, that the regent 
should not grant any pension or place for life, or in reversion^ 
other than such place as is, from its nature, to be holden for 
life, or during good behaviour. This restriction, he said, 
flowed from the same principle, which supported the former^ 
it would prevent his majesty from being put on a worse footing, 
should he recover, than he was before his illness ; and it tould 
not be said, that the power restrained by this limitation was 
necessary to a regent. 

The next was, to restrain the regent from exercising any 
.power over the personal property of the king. Mr. Pitt on this* 
occusion observed, that he scarcely thought it necessary to pass 
this resolution, as it was not probable, that his royal highness 
should interfere with his majesty's personal property in his life- 
time, but as they were acting upon parliamentary principles, he 
, thought it his duty to submit it to the committee. 

The last resolution would be for entrusting the care of the 
l-oyal person during his majesty's illness, ivhere of course all 
men would be unanimous in agreeing that the royal, person 
ought to be placed, in the guardianship of the queen ; and with 
this trust his intention was, to propose to put the whole of his 
.majesty's household under her authority, investing her with full 
powers to dismiss and appoint, as she should think propei;. 
Without being invested with this control, he imagined ti>at the 
queen could not discharge the important trust committed to 
her care. These officers were, for the most part, in actual attea*^ 
dance upon his majesty's person, and he did not see how they 
could be put under the control of the regent, while the care of 
his majesty, upon whom they were to attend, was trusted to 
anotherperson. 

The lords of the bed chamber, indeed, might not be thought 
ne^i^ssary now, when their attendance could not 1)6 required i 
but, on the other hand, a generous and liberal nation would not 
have it said, that in the moment of the king's illness they had 
grown so oeconomical, that they would not bear the expence of 
'Supporting, till his recovery, those officers who formed part of 
his majeexy's royal state ; it would be no pleasant thing to his 
majesty to be told, should he, on his recovery, call for some on^e 
of those lords who used to be about his person, that they ha4 
been dismissed, that the nation might save theexpence attending 
their offices. 

l^a^tly, he should propose, that a council should be named to 
assist the queen wiU^ their advice, whenever she should re- 
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quire it: but who should not have any power of control, but 
barely that of giving advice, and of satisfying themselves daily 
of the state of the kipg^s health : and that they, or some others^ 
should be appointed to manage the real and personal estate of 
the king, with this restriction, not to alienate, or to dispose of 
^y part of it, except by lease. 

Mr. Pitt then moved the first of the five resolutions^ which 
he successively brought before the house : they were warmly 
contested in their progress through the commons as well as 
they were in passing through the lords: the divisions upoa. 
them or the different amendments proposed kept the same pro- 
portion throughout : in the lords a very strong fprotest was ' 

• 

* The form of the resolution was as follows : 

•* Retolved, That for the purpose of providing for the exercise of the royal 
" authority, during the continuance of his majesty's illness, in such manner^ 
'* and to such extent, as the present circumstances and the urgent concerns of 
' " tlie nation appear to require, it is expedient that his Royal Highness the 
*** Prince of Wales, being i*esident within tlie realm, shall be empoAvei'ed to ex- 
" ^rcise and administer the royal authority, according to the laws and const! - 
'* tutton of Great firitain, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, jind 
** under the style and title of regent of the kingdom ; and to use, execute, and 
'' perfdrm, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, all authorities, prero- 
** gativ€s» acts of government, and administration of the same, which belong to 
" tht king of this realm to use, execute and perform, according to the laws 
" thereof, subject to such limitations and exc^ions as shall be provided. 

** Retolvedt That the power, so to be given to his Koval Hij^ness the Prince 
" of Wales, shall not extend to the granting of any rank or dignity of the peer- 
" age of the r^alm to any person whatever, except to his majesty's royal issue 
** who shall have obtained the full age of twenty-one years. 

V Rctolmedt That the sud powers should not extend to the granting in re- 
•• version, of any office whatever, or to the granting of any omce, salary, or 

* pension, for any otlier term than during his majesty's pleasure, except ?iuch 
" offices as are by law required to be granted for life, or during good beha- 

• viour. 

** JRetolved, That the said powers should not extend to the granting of any 
'" part of his majesty's real or personal estate, except so far as relates to the 
" nenewal of leases. 

" jRctolved, That the care of his majesty's royal person, during the continu- 
" %noe of bis majesty's illness, should be committed to the queen's mostex- 
" celledt majesty ; and that her majesty should have power to reQtt>ve from« 
" and to nominate and appoint such persons as she shall think proper, to tlie 
*' several offices in his majesty's household ; and to dispose, order and manage 
" IkU other matters and things relating to the care of his majesty's royal per- 
" son, during the time aforesaid: and that, for the better enabling her ma 
'*0^8ty to discharge this important trust, it is also expedient that a counci} 
" should be appointed, to advise and assist her majesty in the several matters 
" aforesaid. And with power from time to time, as they may sfee cause, to~ 
" examine upon oath, the pl^ysicians and othei-s attending his majesty's per- 
" son, touching the state of his majesty's health, and all matters relative 
" thereto." 

t The form of the protest will apprize the reader of the general grounds, 
Qpon whicli the frienos of the Prince opposed the resolutions, and as it may .be 
JO^tter of historical curiosity to know how the different members voted on this 
important occasion, a' correct list of the majority and minority and of tho^ 
who did not vote» may be ^cca in the Appendix; No. LXX^X. 
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signed by fifty-five lords, at the head of whom were two princes 
of the blood. 

. On the 27th of January, 1789, Mr. Pitt after having recapi- 
tulated the various steps, that had been already taken, observed » 

Dissentient, 

1st. Becftiise we firmly tdhereto the fmnciples and argmnents, on whicb we 
disapproved the resolutions formerly passed bj tfab bouse, especially when the 
leg^'isUtive power of the two houses of parliament, unconstitutionally assumed 
hy those resolutions, is meant to be employed to restrict or suspend many im- 
portant and essential branches of the royal power, at the moment of the de* 
'clared incapacity of the Kin|^. 

2d. BecaMse we think the power of conferring the rank and privilegea of thot 
peerage, as a reward to merit, is necessaiy to the royal authority, in order to 
afiord an incitement to vigorous exeilions in the service of the state, and is 
more peculiarly necessai'y (like all other parts of the p|^rogative>) when the 
regal power is to b^* exercised by a substitute, with an authority uncertain 
and precaiious in its duration : but especially on the present occasion, as it 
is the only branch of the prerogative aufficiently powerful to afbixl a remedy 
against such a combination in this house, as other ports of tiiis system or 
restriction and mutilation, have a natural and o|>vious tendency to produce. 

And because we conceive that this restriction may create an interest in th« 
members of this house, to withhold their assent to restore the ancient powers 
of the crown in this respect. 

3d. Because we conceive, that b> the subsisting law of the land, his majes* 
ty*s property is sufficiently secured from any undue disposition and alienation, 
and the resolution on that subject can have no other effect, but to convey to the 
public injurious suspicion, and unjust imputation, on the character an^ in^n* 
tions of bis Royal Highness the Prince of Walea. 

4th. Because we are of opinion, that in order to maintain the proper dighit/ 
of the crown, and preserve the due influence and respect, which arise from the 
gi*eat tjfficcs of the slate, it is necessary that the person exercising the royal 
auth'trfty in the name and on the behalf of bis majesty, should be attended by 
these di!»tlnguif»bed servants, whose functions have been established for the 
purpose of udciing weight and splendour to the regal office. We cannot agree 
to a division of the royal power ; to the creation of a fourth estate, unkoowa 
to the constitution of this country. 
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Aaxhtfooft they proceeded anj farther, he thought it wt>u)d be 
BiQst re&pectful to the Prince of Wales, and most expedient in^ 
the order of their proceedings, to endeavour to know, whether 
his rays^ high&e$s were wiUing to accept the regency upon the 
terms of the resolution which they had come to. With thia 
view he moved,. That a committee should be appointed to attend 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales with the resolutions, 
V^hich had been agreed to by the lords and commons, for the 
purpose of supplying the defect of the personal exercise of the 
royal authority during his majesty's illness, by impowering his* 
royal highness to exercise such authority, in the name and cik' 
behalf of his majesty, subject to the limitations and restrictions 
which the circumstances of the case then appeared to require ;' 
and, that the committee should express the hope, which the 
commons entertained, that his royal highness, from his regard' 
to the interests of his majesty and the nation, would be read|^ 
to undertake the weighty and important trust proposed to be 
invested in his royal highness as soon as an act of parliament 
should have been passed for carrying the said resolutions into* 
effect. 

This motion gave rise to a very heated alrercation, in which 
the ministers were accused, and they defended themselves against* 
the accusations of having treated t|ie Prince of Wales, through- 
put the whole course of their proceedings, with the mostshame« 
fill want of attention and respect. The motion was voted with- 
out a diviaioti, and ordered to be carried to the lords for their 
concurrence, together with a similar resolution for a committee 
to lay before the Queen the resolution of the two houses, rela- 
ting to the care of his Majesty's person. 

The resolutions having been read in the house of lords on 
the 28th, and a motion made for their lordships concurrence, 
the Duke of Northumberland briefly observed, that these reso- 
lutions, as proposed to be presented to the prince for his assent^ 
appearing on the face of them most materiaUy to curtail the 
exercise of that royal authority, which they were about to put 
into his hands woidd, as they stood, seem to convey a want of 
confidence in his royal highness ; he conceived it, therefore^ 
would be but decent in their lordships to specify the reasons 
which had guided their lordships in adopting those resolutions* 
It having been most generally taken as the ground for those 
restrictions, that his majesty'js illness was but temporary, and 
would probably be but of short duration, he conceived their 
lordships could have no objection to connect that with the ad- 
dress. His grace concluded with moving an amendment to 
that effect, which was negatived without farther debate ; and 
the usual blanks were ordered to be filled up with the words, 
^ lords spiritual and temporaL*' 
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' Oa the 30th of Januaiy the two committees presented to 
the Prince of Wales and the Queen the resolutions of the two 
bouses. 

'- To this committee his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
was graciously pleased to give the following answer. 

^ Mt Lords and Gentlemen, 

" I THANK you for communicating to 
*me the resolutioift agreed upon by the two houses, and I 
^ request you to assure them in my name, that my dutv to the 
*^ King my father, and my anxious concern for the safety and 
^^ interests of the people, which must be endangered, by a long 
M suspension of the exercise of the royal authority; together' 
^ with my respect for the united desires of the two houses, 
^ outweigh, in my mind, every odier consideration, and will de-^ 
^ termine me to undertake the weighty and important trust 
* proposed to me, in conformity to the resolutions now commu- 
^ nicated to me. I am sensible of the difficulties that must . 
^ attend the execution of this trust, in the peculiar circumstan- 
^ ces, in which it is committed to my charge, of which, as £ 
^ am acquainted with no former example, . my hopes of a 
^ successful administration cannot be founded on any past 
^ experience. But confiding that the limitations on the exercise 
^ of the royal authority deemed necessary for the present, have 
^ been approved by the two houses only as a temporary mea- 
^ sure, founded all the loyal hope, in which I ardently partici- 
^ pate, that his majesty's disorder may not be of long duration, 
^ and trusting, in the mean while, that I shall receive a zealous 
*^ and united support in the two houses and in the nation, propor« 
^ tioned to the difficulty attending the dischai'ge of my trust in 
^^ this interval ; I will entertain the pleasing hope, that my 
^ faithful endeavours to preserve the interests of the king, bis 
*> crown, and the people, may be successful.'^ 

When tlie committee presented die resolutions of the 
lords and commons concerning the custody of his majesty's 
person, her majesty was graciously pleased to give the following 
answer. 

** Mr Lords and Gentlemen, 

*'*' My duty and gratitude to the king, and 
^ the sense I must ever entertain of my great obligations to 
^ this country, will certainly engage my most earned attention 
^' to the anxious and momentous trust intended to be reposed in 
^^ me by parliament. It will be a great consolation to me to 
^ receive the aid of a council, of which I shall stand so much in 
^^ Qeed, in the discharge of a duty wherein the happiness of my 
^ future life is indeed deeply interested, but which a higheir 
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^^ object, the happiness of a great, loyal, and affectionate people, 
^* renders still more important." 

These resolutions and answers were ordered to be entered 
on the journals ; and the minister, when business was resume^ 
in the house, emphatically entreated gentlemen to pause, and 
by giving the bill, that would be laid before them a deliberate 
perusal and cool unbiassed reflection, proceed in future with 
the caution due to such a momentous transaction. On the 
31st of January, 1789, the house of lords being in a committee of 
the whole house on the state of the nation, JLord Camden began 
with remarking, that being still merely a convention, they 
could do no one legislative act till they were enabled so to (h> 
by the presence or assent of the sovereign. Deprived of the 
assistance of his majesty in his natural capacity, they were 
(Compelled to resort to his political capacity. There was but ' 
one organ by which this assistance could be obtained, and that 
organ was the great seal. This mode of proceeding, he knew, 
had already been ridiculed as a phantom. But would those^ 
who were thus free of their wdicule impart any other mod<{,' 
by which they could be extricated from their present difficulties ^ 
They were compelled, therefore, by necessity to resort to the reso- 
lutions of the, two houses, impowering the proper person t(> 
make use. of the great seal ; an instrument, which his lordship 
said, was of such great and particular authority, that even jf 
the lord chancellor committed a high misdemeanor by affixing 
it to letters patent, those instruments must be considered valid ; 
they would have the whole force of law, and could not be 
disputed by the judges. His lordship, in support of this doc- 
trine, quoted the conduct of lord chancellor Uardwicke, who 
had suffered the great seal to be affixed to an instrument in the 
manner he now proposed. Two resolutions he said, would be 
therefore found necessary to be adopted under their present 
' circumstances to complete the legislature. The first was, to 
' establish a commission to open and hold the parliament in dise 
form: the second would follow up the first at a convenient 
time, for the purpose of empowering the royal assent to be givea 
' in his majesty's name to the bill of regency, by the same, or 
by another commission. His lordship concluded by moving, 
*^ That it is expedient and necessary that letters patent, under 
*^ the great seal of Great Britain, be impowered to be issued by 
** the authority of the two houses of parliament, in the tenor and 
^* form following :" Then followed an exact transcript of the 
writ usually ia;sued under the sign manual, impowering certaia 
commissioners to open and hold the king's parliaments at W(At- 
ininster. The commissioners nominated by the present letters 
pat«nt, were, the Prince of Wales^ the Duke of York, the Dukes 
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40f Cumberland and Gloucester, together with the other persons 
usually inserted therein. 

The motion having been seconded. Lord Portchester arose, 
-and observed, they were now in that precise situation, where 
they stood two months since, with this diflerence only, chat they 
Were now going to do, by a pretended act of parliament, what 
«bould have been done by a declaration of <he two houses. But 
1»esides this fiction of the great seal, th^ re were other stumbling 
Uocksin their way* By two acts of parliament, the sign manud 
iras made essentiaHy necessary to the validity of any act : these 
irere, the acts of 33d of Henry the Eighth, and the 1st of 
Philip and Mary ; the former declaring, that no act could be 
Valid imless signed by the sovereign, or, in his absence, by the 
custos regni ; and the latter, in deciding on the attainder of thb 
Duke of Norfolk, speaking the same language, but iti stronger 
lennsi. 

Lord Camden replied, that a different jneaning was to be 
iittached to those acts : they were, he contended, acts merely- 
affirmative; that is, they asserted, that acts so signed, were 
legal ; but they no where contained the assertion, that those 
acts could not be legalized in any other form. His lordship 
added a precedent in point, that of the 28th of Elizabeth, which 
had actually passed under the great seal only, and without the 
sign manual. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of York rose unexpectedly at 
this moment^ and said, he had not been informed, that it was 
intended to insert his name in the commission, and therefore it 
had not been in his power to take any steps to prevent it. H% 
could not sanction the proceedings with his name, not wishing 
to stand upon record, and be handed to posterity, as approving 
auch a measure. His opinion of the whole system adopted was 
-already known : he deemed the measure proposed, as well as 
'every other that had been taken respecting the same subject^ 
to be unconstitutional and illegal. He desired, therefore, to 
have nothing to do with anv part of the business ; and requested 
that his name, and that ot his brother, the Prince of Wales^ 
Slight be left out of the commission. 

Lord Camden said, upon a requisition thus communicatee}, 
there could be no hesitation. He should not for a moment 
resist the royal duke's desire, but would readily agree to omit 
•his royal highnesses name, and that of his royal highness the 
Prince of Wales. 

The Dukes of Cumberland and Gloucester desired their 

Hames might also be omitted, which was complied with. 

* The resolutions, as amended and passed by the lords, on 

February the 2d, having been communicated to the House of 

CommonS| Mn Pitt moved for their concurrence therein. This 
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iftotion, ivhich was at length carried without a division, gave 
rise to a warm and long debate. The resolutions were defended^ 
as affording the only legal security to their ph)ceeding8, which 
the case admitted of. On the other side, it was urged, that 
however they might thus be made formally legal, yet being sub* 
stantially and historically otherwise, it would have been much 
md^e safe, that the whole case should stand upon its own 
ground, distinguished as an irregular proceeding, justified only 
by necessity, than to call in counterfeit props to support it. The 
precedents of the reign of Henry the Sixth, upon which so 
much stress had been laid, whilst ministers were contending for 
the right of the two houses to nominate a regent, were nowr 
totally abandoned. In conformity to those precedents, the 
Prince of Wales ought to be empowered, by the proposed com- 
mission, to open the parliament in the king's name, and to 
exercise the legislative authority of the king, in the passing of 
such acts as might be tendered for the royal assent. Nor could 
there be now any ground of apprehension that he should reject a 
bill of limitation, as he had already declared his willingness to ac« 
tept the regency with the restrictions proposed. 

Mr. Burke, in a long and able speech, supported the exclu« 
sive right of the Prince of Wales to the regency ; and endea- 
voured to impress the committee with a sense of the fatal con- 
sequences that might follow, from admitting any idea of compe- 
tition in it, to the unity of the empire, the integrity of the con* 
sutution, and the hereditary succession to the throne itself. 

The day following, February the 3d, the speaker with the 
commons being at the bar of the House of Lords, Eart 
Bathurst, who sat as speaker for the lord-chancellor, acquainted 
them, that the illness of his majesty had made it necessary^ 
diat a commission in his name should pass the great seal, 
which they would hear read. The clerk having read the com- 
mission. Lord Bathurst, in a short speech,^ opened the causes 
of their present meeting, and the objects, for which they wero 
to provide. 

As soon as the commons had returned to their house, and 
had gone through the usual forms, .Mr. Pitt rose, and after, a 

* Lord Batbunt'B npetch ww at foUovs s 
*' Mr Loads ahd C^vT\XMmv, i 

" IN piirauanoe of the aatboritr gireti to u» by hit 
"^ majesty's commission urKler the great seal, which haa been read, aoongtt 
** other things, to declare the causes of your present meeting, we have onlytv 
" call your attention to the melandioly circumstances of his majesty*s illness # 
" in consequence of which, it becomes necessary to provide for the care of 
" his majesty's royal person, and for tlie administration of the royal authority; 
" during the continuance of this calamity, in such marnirr m the ^lEiyQaej of 
" the case seems to require.'* 

VOL. III. p d 
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short preface, moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to 
provide for the care of his majesty*s royal person, and for the 
administration of the regal authority during his majesty's illness. 
Leave was accordingly given ; and the bill was brought in and 
read for the first time, without a debate, on the day following. 

So far in this delicate and important situation of the British 
empire, had the minister laid down and successfully put in train, 
a system of provisional regency, during the uncertain duration 
of his majesty's incapacity, fettered and clogged with restric* 
tions and limitations, which it was frequently urged by the gen- 
tiemen in the opposition, were industriously calculated to pro- 
duce a weak government with a strong opposition. Mr. Burke 
particularly observed, that it was insulting and injurious to the 
prince, as his royal highness's conduct had never g^ven the re- 
motest ground for suspecting him of a disposition to abuse pow- 
er. It was evidently the intention, and probably the expecta- 
tion of the Britsh minister, that the two houses of the Irish par- 
liament should follow the example of those of Great Britaiur 
This national calamity had too recently followed the declaration 
of Irish legislative independence, to ground any reasonable ex- 
pectation in our cabinet, that the parliament of Ireland would 
be dictated to by a British convention, with all the auxiliary 
powers and effects intended to be attached to the application of 
the great seal. Many grounds of anxiety, mistrust, and alarm, 
with reference to the conduct of the Irish on this tr^'ing occa- 
sion, agitated the breasts of the British and Irish cabinets. The 
conscious unpopularity of the Marquis of Buckingham; the 
real congeniality of principle in the bulk of every independent 
Irishman with that party, which had given them independence 
in 1782, and now opposed the galling and humiliating fetter» 
about to be ri vetted on the regent; the sympathy of the true 
Irish character, with the native prowess, generosity, and magna- 
nimity of the prince ; the national disgust, contempt, and detes- 
tation of any thing mean, sordid, and suspicious ; and, above 
all, the brilliant and important occasion of exercising their na- 
tional independence in ascertaining and establishing the consti- 
tutional boundaries of the royal authority in the person of their 
favourite prince. All these considerations, deterred the joint ca- 
binet from convening the Irish parliament. From the moment, 
however, of the melancholy tidings of the king's malady having 
been announced in Ireland, effects were daily more and more dis- 
cemable of the rising difficulties, which the government would 
have to encounter in persuading or forcing the Irish nation to 
adopt the very extraordinary measures of the British cabi- 
net. 

Amongst the first impressions, which the fatal news of his 
majesty's incapacity to exercise the executive functions of go- 
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Ternment produced upon the greatest part of the Irish nation, 
was the flattering expectation, of soon seeing an end to the ad- 
ministration, which they considered systematically inimical to 
their welfare. To a change of ministers, they naturally at- 
tached a dissolution of parliament. As early, therefore, as in 
the month of November, 1788, meetings were had throughout 
the kingdom, and associations formed preparatory to the ex/- 
pectcd election for a new parliament ; and a common test wasr 
very generally agreed upon to be tendered, and sworn to by 
every candidate before he should be entitled to propose himself 
as a representative of either county or borough : the associated 
electors bound themselves to each other (generally by oa}Ji), to 
vote for no man who should refuse to subscribe^ and jBW£ar to 
their test: the purport of which was: Istly. To vote for a pe|^ 
centage tax upon the property of all absentees. 2dly. For a set- 
tlement or commutation of tithes. 3dly. For the restoration of 
the sail cloth manufacture. 4thly. For a bill to limit the pension 
list, (with a N. B. that it then exceeded that of England by 
8000/.) 5thly. For a reform in the popular representation in 
parliament. 6thly. For protecting duties. 

On the other hand, the most unlimited discretion and impe^ 
rative instructions, were received at the Castle from England, 
to procure from Ireland a formal recognition, that whomever 
Great Britain should appoint -as regent, should^ ipso facto^ be 
received in Ireland with all the restrictions and limitations im- 
posed upon the regent in Great Britain ; with peremptory or- 
ders to convene the parliament the instant his excellency could 
answer for a majority for carrying such recognition. UQusual 
exertions to gain over the members to that point were used by 
all the means, which the Casde influence, aided at that time by 
the British treasury, could command. , Threats also were cir- 
culated, and generally credited, (not rashly, as experience after- 
wards proved;, that, whoever possessing place or pension, should 
vote against the minister, would forfeit, or be deprived. Yet 
inasmuch as the Leinster, the Shannon, the Tyrone, and most 
other independent interests in Ireland, violently opposed Mr. 
Pitt's plan of regency, the canvass of the Casde proved unsuc- 
cessful ; and it was previously known, that government would 
be left in a minority on the question : they therefore deferred 
the evil day as long as possible, and convened the parliament 
only on the 5th of February, after the whole plan had been set- 
tled, and submitted to by the Prince ii\ England. On an emer- 
gency so pressing, the lord lieutenant, who at no time had been 
popular, now found. himself importuned and harassed beyond 
bearing : the deaths of Sir William Montgomery and Lord 
Clifden, who held lucrative places under government, brought 
upon his excellency a host of besieg!erS| rather than beseechl^rs. 
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who imposed their extortionary demandv with an arrogance in 
proportion to the value now known to be set on a single vote at 
the Castle. 

A singular measure was about this time carried with a hig^ 
handy which Lord Townshend had once carried, though he were 
forced immediately after to abandon it: this was the division 
of the revenue and excise board : preparatory to which his ez^ 
cellency appointed one of the Beresford family to be second 
council to the commissioners. About this time also his exceU 
lency found it necessary to restore to the officers in barracks 
their wonted allowances of firing, which in a former fit of subal* 
tern (economy he had stopped from them : this pitiful stoppage 
had been laid on to the great discontent of the army ; and being 
irery ungraciously removed, the alleviadon was received without 
gratitude. The very creatures of the Castle decried the parsi- 
monious system pursued within its walls, and contral^ted it 
against the days of Lord Townshend, who had done more by 
table attachments, than his command of the treasury. Amongst 
other (economical arrangements, the Marquis of Buckingham 
about this time appointed an additional commissioner to the 
stamp office ; which the people considered as a new and unne- 
cessary creature, and in defiance of a statute, which had already 
appointed a given number of commissioners. The opposition 
to the Marquis of Buckingham's administration, feeling their 
own strength, and anxious to lose no part of it, from want of 
concert and harmony, met on the 3d of February, 1789, at Lord 
Charlemont's house in Rutland-square, in order to arrange their 
plan of operation for the meeting of the parliament. 

The session was opened by the Marquis of Buckingham on 
the 5th of February, 1789, who, in his speech^ from the throne^ 

• 13 Joum. Com. 

" MT Ji^ORDt AITD GeVTLEMEir, 

<■ WITH the deepest concern I find myself obliged, 
'* on opening the present session of parliament, to communicate to you that 
" his majesty has been for some time afflicted by a serere malady, in conse- 
" quence of which he has not honoured me with his commands upon the mea^ 
sures to be recommended to his parliament. 

" I have directed such documents as I have received respecting his ma- 
jesty's health, to be laid before you ; and I shall also communicate to you as 
** soon as I shsJl be enabled, such fiirther information as may assist your 
'' deliberations on that melancholy subject.'' 

*' Gbntlemek or the House ot Commons, 

'' D££MING it at all times my indi^icnsable duty 
'* to can your attention to tlie security of the public credit, and to the mainte- 
" nance of the civil and military establishments^ I liave ordered the public ac- 
''counts to be laid before you. 

** Mt Loeds A.KD Gentlemen, 

" IT is unnecessary ibr .me to express to you my 
" earnest wishes for the welfare «ad prosperity of Ireland, vhjcb^ in evQi/ 
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hifornMd the two houses of the severe indisposition with which 
the king had been inBicted, and apprized them, that he had di- 
rected all the documents respecting his majesty's health, which 
could assist their deliberations, to be laid before them. On 
the next day, some objections to the address to the lord lieute* 
nant, were made, that brought on a very long and interesting 
conversation : for as it was the common belief, that the govem<» 
ment of the Marquis of Buckingham would now be of very 
ehort duration,* opinions were delivered of his excellency with* 






situation, I shall always be anxious to promote. Nor need I declare my 

confidence in that affectionate attachment to his majesty, and in that zealous 
*' concern for the united interests of both kingdoms, which have manifested 
'* themselves in all your proceedings.** 

* The reason of submitting to the reader some of these severe censures upon 
the Marquis of Buckingham is, that they are the strongest vouchers that can 
be procured of several important facts, necessary to l£ known to those, whd 
take an interest in the genuine history of Ireland : and it appears, that such of 
those facts asserted or referred to on this occasion, as were not contracUcted 
by any of Uie gentlemen, whose disposition, interest, and duty called upoo 
them to deny them, (if false), must be admitted as true. 9 Pari. Debates, 
Mr. Brown, of the college, said, that he came into the house extremely wett* 
disposed to dtlacerate the public character of the viceroy ; but really it was 
now left in so miserable and mangled a condition, that it would be ungenerous, 
and unmanly, to attack the small fragment that remained. He could only now 
talk of what he intended to have done, which had been already anticipated b^ 
other assailants. He might have painted the acclamations, with which hit 
administration began ; tlie disgrace, with which it terminated ; the declara- 
tions against jobbing; the actual Jobbing that succeeded; jobbing in the clo* 
set ; coercion in the offices. A little gnawing, corroding, venemous scrutiny, 
which eats its way into the hearts of some poor men, who had not strength of 
body to bear violent accusation, or strength of mind enough to retort on 
greater offenders ; which seemed to look out for crimes and forfeitures, as ob- 
jects of prey, not of correction. He might have painted an asconomy, whid^ 
mstead of applying itself to great objects, such as the pension list, police esta- 
blishment, or sinecure offices, fell upon a few miserable military taylors ; and 
by depriving them of their little fire^ in reality increased, insteaid of dimi- 
nishing, the expence of clothing the army. He might have dwelt on a proro- 
gation of parliament, prejudicial to the public business, and unnecessaiy, ex- 
cept for the purposes of a faction. 

Mr. Grattan wished that the lord lieutenant had not been introduced into the 
address 1 he said, the expences of the Marquis of Buckingham were accom- 
panied with the most extraordinary professions of oeconomy and censures on 
the conduct of the administration, tliat immediately preceded him ; he had ex- 
claimed against the pensions of the Duke of Rutland, a man accessible un- 
doubtedly to applications, but the most disinterested man on earth, and one 
whose noble nature demanded some, but received no indulgence from the rigid 
principles or professions of the Marquis of Buckingliam. He exclaimed 
against his pensions, and he confirmed them : he resisted motions made to dis- 
allow some of them ; and he finally agreed to a pension for Mr. Orde, the se- 
cretaryof the Duke of Portland's administration, whose extravagance was at 
once the object of his invective, and of his bounty : he resisted his pension, if 
report says true : and having shewn that it was ag^nst his conscience, be 
submitted. Mr. Orde can never forgive the Marquis tlie charges made 
Against the man he thouglit proper to reward : the public will never forgive 
the pension given to a man the Marquis thouglit proper to condemn. The 
pension Ust, saidhci who^e increase thj: Mirquis C3tid^mned, be had an oppo- 
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^ut any reserve or tenderness to his character or situation : and 
by the turn of the debate, the ministers seemed thoroughly ton- 

tuiuty to restrain. A bill limiting^ the amount of pensions was proposed by an 
honourable friend of his, and was resisted bjtthe Marquis of Buckingham ; his 
secretary was the person to oppose that bill, and to give a signal to the servants 
of the crown to resist it. He assig^ned his reason, viz. because he thought 
his excellency was entitled to the same confidence which had been reposed in 
the other vicero3rs, that is, the confidence, which the Marquis of Buckingham 
pathetically declared had been grossly abused. The police was another theme 
of his excellency's indignation; he had exclaimed, or had been said to have 
exclaimed, against the expence of that establishment. A committee was ap- 
pointed to examine into its utility ; and after a long and minute investigation, 
cliscovered that the turbulence and corruption of the police-men, were at least 
equal to the extravac'ance of the establishment. With that two-fold know- 
ledge of its prodigality and its licentiousness, he defended the police esta- 
blishmenty and resisted a measure to repeal that bill ; defending in parliament 
every measure, against which he was supposed to have exhausted his time in 
invective and investigation. 

The park establishment was supposed also to have excited his indignation. 
A motion was made to disallow some of those charges, and resisted by all the 
strength of his government. He was on these subjects satisfied with a minute 
examination, a poor and passionate exclamation, and a miserable acquiescence. 
Some of these expences must have stopped, because they were for furniture 
and improvement, and were not annual expences ; but the principle remained ^ 
the country was open to the repetition of tlie char^ : and the Marquis had 
only to take credit for the ceasing of charges, which must for a time have 
stopped of themselves, but which, by his influence and resistance in parlia- 
ment to motions disallowing them, might be renewed ; but be not only con- 
tinued the evils he found ; he introduced a number ; on the expences of his 
predecessor he introduced jobs of his own. He increased salaries in the de- 
partments, which he proposed, and was said to reform. He made by that in- 
crease certain places parliamentary objects, which before had not come into 
the sphere of what is called parliamentary corruption ; and greatly increased 
the influence of the crown at the time he affected to reduce the expences of 
the nation. The disposition he made of some of tliose ofHces, was in favour 
of very worthy men. He would not say that one of them was not yet un- 
derplaced, but he did say, tjbat his office ought not to have been raised to his 
merits, for his merits were his own, and of course during life ; but the in- 
crease was perpetual ; and the increase of salary would never want a pretence 
if this argument were admitted. You will easily have that species of ceeono- 
my> which does at least as much mischief as ^od, checks peculation, and pro- 
motes undue influence. He did not confine himself to tlie increase of salaries ; 
he projected, if fame savs true, a number of new offices to be created for the 
accommodation of friends, at the public expence, by dividing and splitting 
pffices or boards, under that worst species of profusion, the mask of ceconomy, 
laying the foundation of new salaries hereafter, aifd increasing undue influence 
for the present. But there was one of his projects he had actually carried 
into execution, the revival of an obsolete office, the second counsel to tlie com- 
missioners : that office was the remnant of a wretched job, attempted eighteen 
years ago, and put down because impracticable and improper. The division 
of the D<)ai'ds of custom and excise, for extending the imdue influence of the 
crown ; that measure was put down ; but the second counsel, a wretched 
remnant, was suffered for a time ; and when the then counsel, Mr. M^unsel, 
died, his place also was discontinued. It thus remained on the establishment 
an obsolete unoccupied office, until it had been revived by the Marquis of 
Buckingham, no doubt, it will be said, for the pur{X)se of saving. The office 
was to be a great saving to the public ; be was to feed like the first counsel in 
the revenue. You are to have two counsel instead of one, to give opinions, 
and to receive £ec» in all revenue proceedings : but this was to be a gre%t 
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9ciou8 of commanding no longer that docile majority, which 
they had so long kept steady in their ranks, and by a look or 

saving. He was not at present to be consulted in the framing of the money 
bills ; but this was a private transaction ; and this was a saving, on the dura- 
tion of which little dependance was to be had. He had stated particular 
instances of the expensive genius of the Marquis of Buckingham in the 
management of the public money : and in the course of one year, the year, 
in which even prodigal lord-lieutenants impose on themselves a reserve. Qut 
these particular instances were principles, bad principles: the attempt to 
increase the number of offices, was an attempt to increase corruption : the 
man guilty of tliat attempt was not pure. The revival of an obsolete useless 
office for a friend, was a bad principle ; and if accompanied with extraordinary 
profession cf public parsimony, was a detestable principle : hyprocrisy, added 
to extravagance ! His great objection to the Marquis of Buckingham, was 
not merely that he had been a jobber, but a jobber in a mask! his objection 
was not merely, that his administration had been expensive, but that his 
expences were accompanied with hyprocrisy: it was the affectation of oeconomy^ 
attended with a great deal of good, comfortable, substantial jobbin? for him- 
self and his friends. That led to another measure of the Marquis of Bucking- 
ham, which was the least ceremonious, and the most sordid and scandalous 
act of self-interest, attended with the sacrifice of all public decorum ; he 
meant the disposal of the reversion of the place of the chief remembrancer to 
his brother, one of the best, if not the very best office in the kingdom, given in 
reversion to an abseniee, with a great patronage and a compensation annexed. 
That most sordid and shameless act was committed exactly about the time 
when that kingdom was charged with great pensions for the bring^g home, 
as it was termed, absentee employments. That brinnng home absentee em- 
ployments was a monstrous job ; the kingdom paid the value of the employ- 
ment, and perhaps more; she paid the value of the tax also. The pensioner 
so paid was then suiBfered to sell both to a resident, who was free from the tax: 
he was then permitted to substitute new and young lives in the place of his 
own, and then permitted to make a new account against the country, and to 
receive a further compensation, which he was suffered in the same manner to 
dispose of. In excuse for that sort of traffic they were told, that they were 
not buying places, but principles : the principle of confining the great employ- 
ments of that country to residents ; a principle invaluable, tl^ey were told, to 
her pride and her interest. While they were thus buying back principles, and 
while the Marquis of Buckingham was protesting a dismterested regard for 
the prosperity of Ireland, in opposition to the principles and the professions, he 
disposed of the best reversion in Ireland to his own family ; the only family 
in the world that could not, with decency, receive it, as he was the man in the 
world, that could not dispose of it to them. After that. Lord Buckingham 
was not to be called disinterested ; call him any thing else ; give him any 
appellation you please of ability or activity, but do not call him a public; 
reformer; do not ridicule him by calling him a disinterested man. 

Gentlemen had spoken about public inconstancy, and had dwelled on the 
rapid turn of the public mind, in despising now what a year ago it seemed to 
idolize ; but let those gentlemen reflect a little. When a man in a high 
situation professed to be a reformer i when he exclaimed against the proni- 
sion and memory of his predecessor ; when he taught the people to deceive 
themselves ; enfeoffed himself in popularity ; shook hands with the populace i 
when such a man agreed to no one constitutional or oeconomicbill ; on the 
contrary, resisted motions for disallowing extravagance, and bills tending to 
secure the country against future extravagance, and set up hia^own temporary 
regulations, his own contingent savings, and casual fractions of eeconomy, in 
the place of laws ; such a man must speedily forfeit the opinion of the public $ 
but when the same man shall, to the crime of omission, add that of commission, 
shall increase the expences^ of which he complained, sn the principle which 
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nod had marshalled to eveiy command, that issued from their 
bench* 

he aflfected to reprobate ; multiply undue influence, and create or revir* 
offices merely for private gratification : and finally, shall attach the best office 
of the kingdom to liia family, whilst he affects to attach the lore of the public 
tp his person : such a man could not be surprised at the loss of popularity ; 
an event the natural consequence, not of public inconstancy, but of his own 
moonsistency ; of his great professions and his contingent savings over* 
l^alanced by his jobbing ; a teazing and minute industry ending in one great 
principle of oeconomy, and tarnished by attempts to increase the influence o^ 
corruption, and by a sordid and indecorous sense of private interest. 

Sir John (now Lord) Blaquiere, having had particular reason to be dis* 
pleased at the marquis's scrutinizing spirit of lEConomy, made a most angry 
and personal invective against the lora lieutenant. Mr. Curran spoke largely 
upon the question ; but referred not to facts : he strongly opposed the address* 
iw an address of delay, and improper in its time, nature and circumstances. 
He observed, that he found the appeal to the compassion of the public stronger 
than to their justice. He fielt the reverses of human fate. He remembered 
this very supplicant for a compliment, to which he pretended only because it 
was no compliment, drawn into that city by the people harnessed to his clia« 
riot, througn streets blazing with illuminations ; and after more than a year's 
tabour at computation, he had hazarded all on a paragraph, stating no one act 
of private or of public ^ood, supported bv no man that said he loved bim» 
attested by no act, that said he ought to be beloved, defended not by assertion 
of his merit, but an extenuation of his delinquency. So much having been 
said of the Marquis of Buckingham's chiu^cter and conduct as viceroy of 
Ireland in face or his secretary and all the supporters of his administration, 
historical justice demands, that I should lay before t!)e reader all that was 
said in answer to it. Mr. M. Mason said Mr. Grattan had argued from two 
facts, which he supposed, but of which there was no proof; uie pension to 
Mr. Orde and the reversion to Mr. Grenville : but of a third, viz. the appoint- 
ment of a second counsel to the revenue, he could say, it was really cecono- 
mical, as revenue causes had so multiplied, that the ezpence of employing 
counsel not connected with the revenue was become enormous. Mr. Fitzgib- 
bon maintained this appointment not only aa an act of oeconomy, but of absolute 
necessity ; as one might be attending a trial at Derry, whilst the other was at 
Cork. Mr. Boyd spoke to the same effect. Mr. Corry admitted a largv 
encrease of salary in his appointment (surveyor of the ordnance), but could 
at the same time shew some savings to the public in his department, which 
would fully justify whatever alteration had been made : the intention of the 
alteration was to place the management in the hands of men, who mi&;fat be 
supposed above the little arts of plunder and peculation, which had beibre 
disgraced the department much to the public loss. He had ever opposed the 
extension of pensions, and opposition to that practice was one of the condi* 
tions, on which he had accepted of office : but he could not see, that the 
Marquis of Buckingham deserved censure because a bill to limit pensions had 
been opposed in his administration. The maj<frity of the house stood pledg«4 
|o oppose the bill : but the marquis had not added a pension to the list. The 
solicitor general assured the house, that the Marquis of Buckingham had 
always spoken honourably of his predecessor. The chancellor of the 
£xche(}uer reminded the house, that all the objections which had been made 
were either drawn from unproved asseKions of past misconduct, or suggestionp 
and conjectures of future impropriety : but he said horn experience, that 
whenever the books should come under the inspection of the hou^e, tliere 
would be ample proof «>f his excellency's attention to oeconomy. Mr. Coote 
faid, the soldiers had not been deprived of tlieir allowance of fuel : some 
id>uses in the distribution of that article indeed had been corrected ; and liis 
iMLcellency spoke always most handsomely of the Duke of Rutland. Mr« 
Cuffe (now Lord Tyrawley) confirmed what had been said of the fud. Mr. 
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If the nature of the Irish character be fairly considered, that 
thejf are a people of quick impulse, irascible, generouA, 
unsuspecting, daring and intrepid, forming the wisest resolu* 
tions, .but impatient of the delays necessary to bring them to. 
maturity, and crown their perseverance with success : if it be 
considered, that the immediate prospect then before the eyes of 
the nation was a change of government, in every principle 
and feature differing from that of the Marquis of Buckingham, 
composed of those men, who had given their countiy freedom 
and a constitution in 1783, it wiUbe no wonder, that all indepeiv* 
dent men in parliament should have risen unanimously against 
a government so litde popular ; and even, that many, who had 
been fettered to the pernicious system should have indignandy 
burst their trammels, and once more stood forward in support 
of Irish freedom. Pointed contrasts were drawn between th« 
conduct of the two independent kingdoms of Great. Britain and 
Ireland. The parliament of England had been convened, and 
the state of the nation boldly investigated in it. Ministers there- 
dared not irritate the people ; in Ireland, under the same exi* 
gency, they suffered every outrage, and that the Irish might not 
disagree from the British senate, it was not suffered to assemble. 
God had incapacitated their king, and the viceroy had incapaci- 
tated the other two estates i by virtue of what authority then did 
he retain his lieutenancy? It was, they said, a paradox in 
government, that the representative should continue when the 
power deputing had ceased. It was a new phoenomenon, that 
the shadow remained when the substance was no more. They 
insisted, that lieutenants of Ireland should regulate their conduct 
by the constitution of Ireland { and know no other standard ^ 
but they were in fact motionless puppets, until the string which 
actuated them was pulled from across the channel* 

Secretary Hamihoa said that he held hia house in the Paric aa an appendage 
of hi9 office : it waa an eatablUhment aa old aa James I. and erery thing there 
had been conducted with frugality : the accomnuxlation he poaaessed had 
been provided by oartiainent, and whilat hia countrymen approved of it, he 
should never be aakaraed of hia nosaeaaion. 

Mr. Marcua Bereaford agreed with Mr. Curran, that the adminiatration of 
the Marquis of Buckii^;ham exhibited a strong proof of the instability «f 
human grandeur. But little more than a twelvemonth ago, he waa introduced 
with the plaudita of the nation and of the aenate. Thoae twelve months he 
had with the most aeduloua attention employed himself for the benefit of the 
eountry, oeconomizine her expences, and improving her finances. During 
these twelve months he had not done a single act to merit reprehenaton, yet 
such waa the futile disposition of some and the party spirit of othm, that an 
effort waa made to withhold a trifling compliment, while little-minded-men 
tould acarcely refrain from msultmg a chief governor, by whose fsTOir they 
^ped no longer to b«iefit. 

VOL. 1I|» B e 
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After im amended and qualified address had been voted in 
the commons, Mr. Fitzherbert (now Lord St* Helen's) moved, 
that the house should on Monday (the 16th) resolve itself into a 
committee of the whole house to take into consideration the state 
of the nation.^ As the evident design of this delay Mras to pre- 
vent the Irish parliament from coming to any resolution relative 
to a regency, before tlie determination of the British parliament 
could be proposed to them for their concurrence, it was strongly 
opposed, as derogatory to the independence of that kingdom, 
and to the dignity and credit of its parliament. Mr. Grattan, 
therefore, proposed that the hous^ should meet on the next 
Wednesday ; and his amendment after some debate, was car- 
ried by a majority of 126 to 74. 

A majority of 54 against the minister was an unexpected 
thunder clap on the Treasury Bench: insomuch, that when 
the chancellor of the Exchequer moved for proceedmg imme- 
diately upon the business of supply preparatory to the passing 
of the money bills, and was opposed by Mr. Grattan, they would 
Hot risk a division ; though by the warmth, with which the 
attorney general argued for the propriety of the measure, it was 
an object, which government had much at heart. 

The 11th of February, 1789, was the great day of contest 
upon the regency of Ireland: Mr. Grattan and Mr. Fitzgibbon 
took the lead on the opposite sides: the house being in commit- 
tee on the state of the nation, after some preliminary conversa- 
tion, in which the plan of the castle was candidly avowed by 
Mr. Fitzherbert, Mr. Grattan said, that the right honourable 
gentleman had stated the plan of the castle to be limitation and 
a bill. He proposed to name for the regency of that realm, 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ; in that they per- 
fectly agreed and only followed the most decided wishes of the 
people of Ireland; they r/ere clear, nnd had been so (ix)m the 
first, that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales ought, and 
must be the regent ; but they were also clear, that he should be 
invested with the full regal power ; plenitude of royal power. 
The limitations, which a certain member proposed to impose, 
were suggested with a view to preserve a servile imitation of 
the proceedings of another country, not in the choice of a regent, 
which was a common concern, but in the particular provisions 
and limitations, which were not a common concern, and which 
ought to be, and must be governed by the particular circumstan- 
ces of the different countries. The bill, or instrument which 

* 13 Joum. Com. p. 11. There might litre been more truth thaii delicscjr 
in wliat Mr. Browne (of the College) observed in this debate. 9 Pari. Deb. p* 
30. "It was the interest of Lord Buckingham to defer the business of 
** appointing a controlling power over him. As long as the money bills went 
" on in their usual course, there was nothing to urge him to expedition to that 
<* appointment y arid he should expect every kind of trick and artifice on the 
" part of goyenunentyin order to obtain procrastination/* 



. OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. 219 

lie caDed a bill, was suggested on an opinion, that an Irish act o{ 
parliament might pass without a king in a situation to give 
the royal assent, and without a regent appointed bj the Irish 
Houses of parliament to supply his place. The idea of limita- 
tion, he conceived to be an attack on the necessary power oi 
government ; the idea of his bill was an attack on the King of 
Ireland* They had heard the casUe dissenting from their sug- 
ipestion. It remained for them to take the busmess out of their 
hands, and cbn&de xhe custody of the great and important mat- 
ter to men more constitutional and respectable. The lords and 
commons of Ireland, and not the castle, should take the lead- 
ing part in this great duty. The countiy gentlemen, who pro- 
cured the constitution, should nominate the regent. He should 
submit to them the proceedings they intended in the discharge 
of that great and necessary duty. 

They proposed to begin by a resolution declaring the incapa^- 
city of the king, for the present, to discharge the personal func- 
jtions of the regal power. It was a melancholy truth, but a truth 
of which no man entertained a doubt ; the recovery of the so- 
vereign, however the object of every man's wishes, was that 
uncertain event, on which no man would presume to despair or 
to decide. Having then by the first resolution ascertained the 
deficiency in the personal exercise of the regal power, the next 
step would be the supply of that deficiency : Uiat melancholy 
duty fell on the two houses of the Irish parliament ; whether 
they were to be considered as the only surviving estates capable 
of doing the act, or as the highest description of his majesty's 
people of Ireland. The method whereby he proposed these 
great assemblies should supply this deficiency, was address. 
There were two ways of proceeding to these august bodies per- 
fectly familiar ; one by way of legislation ; the other by way of 
address. When tliey proceeded by way of legislation, it was 
on the supposition of a third in a capacity to act; but address 
was a mode exclusively their own, and complete without the 
interference of a third estate ; it was that known parliamentary 
method, by which the . two houses exercised those powers to 
which they were jointly competent;, therefore, he submitted to 
them, that the mode by address, was the most proper for sup- 
plying the existing deficiency ; and though the address should 
on this occasion have all the force and operation of law, yet still 
that force and operation arose from the necessity of the case, 
and were confined to it. They would not profess to legislate 
in the ordinary forms, as if legislation were their ordinary pro- 
vince ; they proposed to make an efficient third estate in order 
to legislate, not to legislate in order to create the third estate, 
the deficiency being the want of an efficient third estate. The 
creation of such an estate was the only act that deficiency made 
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indispensable ; so limiting their act diey would part miik their 
present extraordinary power the moment they should have exer* 
cised it, and the very nature of their act would discbarge and 
determine their extraordinary authority. 

But as the addresses of pariiament, though competent on the 
event of such a deficiency to create an efficient third estate, 
yet would not and could not with propriety annex to their act 
the forms of law and the stamps of legislation, it was thought 
i^dvisabie, after the acceptance of the regency, that there should 
be an act passed reciting the deficiency m the personal exercise 
of the regal power, and of his royal highness'a acceptance of the 
regency of the realm, at the instance and desire of the two 
bouses of the Irish parliament^ and further, to declare and enact, 
that he was and should be regent thereof during the continua- 
tion of his majesty's indisposition* The terms of the act would 
describe the powers of the regent ; and the power intended 
was, the personal exercise of the full regal authority ; and the 
reason why plenitude of regal power was intended by the ad- 
dress, and afterwards by the bill, was to be found in the nature 
of the prerogative, which was given, not for the sake of the king, 
but of the people, for whose use kings and regents, and prero- 
gatives were conceived* They knew of no political reason, why 
the prerogatives in question should be destroyed, nor any per- 
soncd reason why they should be suspended. 

He bad stated the method to be pursued, indeed the method 
almost stated itself; undoubtedly it was not the method pur- 
sued by Great Britain ; but the diversity arose from dbvious 
causes. The declaration of ri^ht was omitted in their pro- 
ceedings; why? Because they knew of no claim advanced 
against the privileges of the people* A declaration of right in 
such a case, would be a declaration without a meaning ; it would 
bespeak an attack,, which had not been made, and would be a 
defence against no invasion: it would be a false alarm and 
hold out false signals of public danger, in times of perfect safe- 
ty, confounding and perplexing the public mind ; so that in the 
moment of real attack, the people would not be forthcoming. 
He objected to a declaration of right in Ireland,, therefore, as 
bad husbandry of popular artillery. He objected to it ako, as 
Qittempting to convey to posterity historic evidence against the 
constitutional principles of the second person in his majesty's 
dominions, without any ground or pretence whatsoever. For 
these two reasons he had not adopted the declaration of right, 
conceiving it would in that country be no more than a protesta- 
tion against a claiih, which had not been niade, and Uierefore 
.would be a false alarm and a false suggestion. 

Their metluid differed also from that pursued by Great Bri- 
tain, inasmuch as they gave the full exercise of the regal power ; 
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irfaereas die parfiaraent of Great Britain had imposed limita* 
lions s but he had assigned a general principle why limitations 
were omitted, and would add, that whatever reasons might have 
been supposed to exist in England for those limitations, they, 
were not so much as pretended in Ireland* He had therefore 
thought it unnecessary and improper to enfeeble a gdvemment, 
which they professed to restore, as he drought it also improper 
to defend a constitution, which they acknowledged to be un« 
invaded* As the substance of their proceedings was different^ 
ihe mode was different also, and it was impossible, even though 
they wished it, that the mode should be the same. The mode 
proposed by the Casde differed from Great Britain more, than 
that which he had submitted ; that which he had submitte<^ 
departed from the model of England, but did not commit 
them with England, nor cast the least reflection on the wis- 
dom of her measures. They concurred in the great object^ 
the regent : in the proceedings necessary to form the regen- 
C}% the deliberation of the two countries were governed by 
their respective circumstances* In the proceedings, which he 
had submitted, it was sufficient to affirm, that sdl the great 
objects, which could attract the care of a nation, were punc« 
tiliously attended to ; first, as to their constitution in every 
stage of the business, they exercised the power of a free and an 
independent house of parliament ; the incapacity of the king to 
the personal exercise of the regal power, they discussed and de- 
cided : the deficiency thereby declared, they supplied, and hav- 
ing sillied that deficiency, they proceeded to legislate, and 
give their own work the clothing and stamp of law. As to 
their government, they restored it, and restored it to all its 
energies, that the concern of the people for the indisposition of 
the king, might not be aggravated by a tottering and impotent 
administration of public afiairs* They also manifested attach- 
ment to the royal fisimily, not only by renewing the government 
in the person of the heir apparent, but by renewing it in a man- 
ner honourable bot& to Prince and people. 

In that great measure he had not relied on his own judgment. 
He had had recourse to history, he had looked for the highest 
knd marie in the British annals, and had found it in the period 
of the Revoludon. 

The address which would be moved, in part of its phraseok>- 
gy, was copied from an address voted by the convention parlia- 
ment to the Prince of Orange, desiring him to take upon him- 
self the conduct of public affairs* The idea of proceeding by 
address was taken also from those addresses^ which declared 
the Prince and Princess of Orange King and Queen of Ireland ; 
and the idea of an act was also taken fix)m the same period ; in 
tha second session of the convention parliament an act passed^ 



9iei AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

containing the substance of the addresses last mentioned, andh 
giving the whole the clothing and form of the law. 

There were points, in which the Revolution bore a near re* 
semblance to the existing period, as there were other points, in 
which it was not only different but opposite* The throne being 
full, and the political capacity of the king^s existing, the power 
of the two houses could not be applied to that part of the mo« 
narchical condition ; but the personal capacity of the king, or 
rather the personal exercise of the royal power being deficient, 
and the laws of the land not having, in the ordinary course of 
law^ made provision for that deficiency, and one of the estates 
being incapable, it remained with the other two to administer 
tbe remedy by their own authority : the principle of their in* 
terference was established by the Revolution, the operation of 
diat principle limited by the contingency, the power of the 
houses of parliament in the one case extended to remedy a de* 
feet in the personal and political capacities of the monarch ; in 
this case it extended oidy to remedy a defect in the personal 
capacity, but in both cases it was the power of the houses of par- 
liament called upon to interfere by their own authority when 
die ordinary course of law had made no provision, and where 
the three estates could not supply the defect. He had, there* 
fore, had recourse to the precedent of the Revolution in the 
mode of supplying the existing deficiency. 

Gentlemen had called that an important day ; he would add 
to the expression : he would call it a proud day for Ireland ; she 
had deserved it, she had struggled hard for her indepentlency, 
and she was then disposed to make a most judicious use of it; 
It was not a cold, deliberate act, supplying a deficiency in the 
regal function ; it was not a judicious, but languid nomination 
of a substitute for the exercise of monarchical power; that 
country ' annexed a passion to her pixiceeding, and kindled in 
love and affection to the house of Brunswick, and the effect of 
her exertions, and the great labour of years, in restoring her 
constitutional rights and privileges, she now gathered in a bar* 
vest, which she shared with her princes- 
He should therefore move the following resolutions : 
*^ Sesohedy That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
" personal exercise of the royal authority, is, by his majesty's 
" indisposition, for the present Interrupted." 

The question having been put on the resolution, it passed 
without a division. 

Mr. Conolly then rose and said, that on that melancholy oc« 
casion, which every gentleman in and out of ofiice lamented, 
and none more sincerely than he did, it had fallen to the lot of 
the two houses to put into the kingly ofiice a substitute for their 
beloved sovereign ; and there seemed to be but one mind, which 
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was to make that substitute the illustrious person who had, of 
all others, the greatest interest in preserving the prerogative of 
che crown, and the constitution of the realm. 

He entirely coincided in the plan Mr. Grattan had propose^ 
because he wsis convinced it was consonant to the constitution, 
and such as his royal highness, to whom he should then move 
an address, must necessarily approve. He hoped they would 
be unanimous on the occasion. He therefore moved the fok 
lowing resolution : 

^^ Resohedy That it is the opinion of this committee, that an 
^^ humble address be presented to his royal highness to take 
^ upon himself the government of this realm, during the con* 
^ tinuation of his majesty's present indisposition, and no longej^p 
^^ and under the style and title of Prince Regent of Ireland, in the 
^^ name of flis majesty to exercise and administer, according to 
^ the laws and constitution of this kingdom, all regal powera^ 
^^ jurisdiction, and prerogatives to the crown and government 
** thereof belonging." • 

The motion was seconded by Mr. George Ponsonby. 

Several of the former friends of government supported the 
address, when the Attorney General desired the clerk to read 
the act of the 4th of William and Mary, chap. 1. sect. 1. which 
having been done, he requested gendemen to recollect they were 
not debating, whether they were to lay restrictions on the Prince 
of Wales, or not ; but to consider, whether the address moved 
for were an instrument sufficient to convey to his royal highness 
the regal authority, and whether it were such an address as diey 
ought to present. ' 

Before he proceeded he would observe, that he was perfectly 
convinced what he should say would have no manner of effect 
on gentlemen, who formed the government on the other side of 
the bouse ; for let them propose whatever address they might 
take into their heads, it would certainly be voted : and therefore 
he would not have risen to trouble the committee at all, if he 
had not been convinced, that the measures proposed were 
equally contrary to the common statute law of die realm, and 
criminal in the extreme. 

He maintained, that the crown of Ireland and the crown of 
England were inseparably and indissolubly united; and that 
the Irish parliament was perfecdy and totally independent of 
the British parliament. 

The first position was their security ; the second was their 
freedom ; and when gentlemen talked any other language than 
that, they either tended to the separation of the crowns, or to 
the subjugation of their parliament; they invaded either their 
security or their liberty; in fact, the only security of their 
Uberty was their connection with Great Britain, and gentlemen 
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vho risked breaking the connecdon, must make up their minds 
to an union. God forbid he should ever see that day ; but if ever 
the day on which a separation should be attempted, should come^ 
lie should not hesitate to emtoice an union rather than a sepa* 
radon. 

Under the Duke of Portland's government the grievances of 
Ireland were stated to be 

The alarming usurpadon of the Bridsh parliament. 

A perpetual mutiny biU. 

And the powers assumed by the privy counciL 

These grievances were redressed, and in redressing them they 
]Httsed a law repealing part of Poynings'* By their new law^ 
they enacted, that all bills, which should pass the two houses 
in Ireland,, should be certified into Eng^nd, and returned under 
the great seal of England, without any addition, diAinudon, or 
alteradon whatsoever, should pass into law, and no other. By 
this they made the great seal of England essentially and indis* 
pensably necessary on the passing of laws in Ireland : they could 
pass no act without first cerdfying it into England, and having 
It returned under the- great seal in that kingdom insomuch that 
were the King of England and Ireland to come in person, and 
to reside in Ireland, he could not pass a bill without its being 
first cerdfied to his regent in England, who must return it under 
the seal of that kingdom before his majesty could even in person 
assent to it. That if the house should by force of an address, 
upon the instant, and without any communication with England^ 
invest a regent widi powers undefined, he said, that when the 
moment of reflecdon came, it would starde the boldest adventu* 
rers in England ; and then he reminded gentlemen of the Ian* 
guage they held with England in the day they asserted their 
freedom: *'*' Perpetual connection; common fortune; we will 
^^ rise or fall with England ; we will share her liberQr, and we 
^' will share her fate.'' They then applauded the manly policy 
of England, but would not now ccmdescend to receive informal 
tion from her. Did gentlemen recollect the arguments used in 
Eoghuid to jusdfy the fourth proposition of the commercial 
treaty i Ireland, said they^having a parliament of her owi^, may 
think fit to carry on a commerce, and regulate her trade bylaws 
different from, perhaps contradictory to, the laws of Great Bri- 
taiiw How well founded that observadon was, they would 
prove, if they seized the first opportunity that offered of differing 
from Great Britain in a great imperial question ; certainly if it 
be the scheme to differ in all imperial quesdons, and if that be 
abetted by men of great authority, they meant to drive them to 
an union, and the method they took was certainly more effectual 
to sweep away opposition, than if all the sluices of corruption 
were opened together, and deluged the country's representa- 
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tives ; for it was certain nothing less than the alternative of 
separation that could ever force an union. 

He would not yield to any man in personal respect and attach- 
ment to the Prince of Wales« No man could think of him more 
highly than he did; but he woilld manifest his respect and 
attachment to the Prince of Wales, by endeavouring to preserve 
entire the imperial crown, which in the course of nature would 
descend to him, and which they then were, by an act of criminal 
rashness, about to deprive of its best appendage. He would not 
insult the Prince of Wales by an address, which could not 
confer on him the shadow of ^yal power ; he wished to invest 
him with substantial royal powers, which he might execute 
consistently with the laws, by which he was to govern. Would 
any man say, that they were now in full parliament ? Was not 
his majesty; George the Third, to whom they had all sworn 
allegiance, living ? and he hoped God in his mercy would soon 
restore him* Was not his lord lieutenant there in full authority? 
What had they then to do ? As soon as it should be certified, 
that the Prince of Wales was invested with the authority of 
regent in England, but to pass an act to invest him with that 
authority in Ireland* Send that act to the prince regent in 
England; he would then have the command of the* great 
seal of England, and return the act authenticated according to 
law. 

His lord lieutenant might then, by his command, give the 
royal assent to it ; and who would say that it would not be a 
law of the land ? But suppose the Prince did not accept the 
regency in England ; suppose their address should reach him 
before he was actually invested with royal powers in England, 
in what situation would you put him ? They would call on him, 
in defiance of two acts of parliament, which made the crowns 
inseparable, to dethrone the king his father. They, would call 
upon him. to do an act now, at which hereafter his nature would 
revolt. They were false friends of the Prince of Wales, who 
should advise him to receive an address, that might give him 
cause to curse the hand, which presented it. He knew, that 
liberties indecent in the extreme had been taken with the name 
of that august personage. He knew it had been whispered, 
that every man, who should vote against the address, would be 
considered as voting against him, and treating him with dis« 
respect ; but if any man had had the guilt and folly to poison die 
mind with such an insinuation, he trusted to his good sense to 
distinguish his friends ; he would trust to his good sense to 
determine, whether they were his friends, who wished to guard 
the imperial rights of die British crown, or they who would ' 
stake them upon the momentary and impotent triumph of an 

vox.. III. I £ ' 
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English party* What matter to the prince, whether he receiv- 
ed royal authority by bill or by address i Was there a man who 
.would persume to libel him, and to assert, that the success of 
that measure would be a triumph to him i 

There was a feature in the proceeding which, independent of 
every other objection to it, did in his mind make it highly re^ 
prehensible, and that was, that he considered it as a formal ap- 
peal from the parliament of England to that of Ireland. Re- 
specting the parties, who made that appeal he should say no- 
thing : but although there might be much dignity on their part 
in receiving the appeal, he could not see any strong symptoms 
of wisdom in it ; because by so doing he should conceive we 
inust inevitably sow the seeds of jealousy and disunion between 
the parKaments of the two countries ; and though he did not by 
any means desire of the parliament of that country implicitly to 
foUow the parliament of England, he should suppose it rather a 
wise maxim for Ireland always to concur with the parliament of 
Great Britain, unless for very strong reasons' indeed they were 
obliged to differ from iu If it were to be a point of Irish digni- 
ty to differ with the parliament of England lo show their inde- 
pendence, he very much feared that sober men in that country, 
who had estates to lose, would soon become sick of indepen* 
dence. The fact was, that constituted as it was, the govern- 
ment of that country, never could go on, unless they followed 
Great Britain implicitly in all regulations of imperial policy. 
The independence of their parliament was their freedom ; their 
dependence on the crown of England was their security for that 
^eedom ; and gentlemen, who professed themselves, that night, 
advocates for the independence of the Irish crown, were advo- 
cates for its separation from England. 

I They should agree with England in three points :...«one king, 
one law, one religion. They should keep these great objects 
steadily in view, and act like wise men, if they made the Prince 
of Wales their regent, and granted him the plenitude of power^ 
in God's name let it .be done by bill ; otherwise he saw such 
danger, that he deprecated the measure proposed. He called 
upon the country gentlemen of Ireland ; that that was not a 
time to think of every twopenny grievance, every paltry disap- 
pointment sustained at the casde of Dublin ; if any man had 
Been aggrieved by the viceroy, and chose to compose a philippic 
on the occasion, let him give it on the debate of a turnpike bill, 
yrhere it would not be so disgraceful to the man who uttered it, 
^nd to those who would not listen to him, as it would be on the 
present occasion. He abominated the idea of restraining the 
prince regent in the power of making peers in that country, or 
in limiting him in the power of making grants on the narrow 
principles of suspicion and distmst. That was a question, 



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND* lll|^ 

which rested upon very different ground In that country from 
that on which it had been taken up in England; and if gentle- 
men could reconcile to themselves a precedent for adopting in 
that country, a different form of executive government from that 
established in England, he had not the smallest apprehension 
that the powers, which might be committed to the Prince 
of Wales by the parliament of Ireland, would be abused by 
liim. 

The secretaiT of state said he lamented, that he was under 
the necessity ot differing from those gentlemen, with whom he 
commonly acted, as to the mode suggested by them, of appoint- 
ing a regents he thought it should be done by an address, and 
that it cotKld not be done by an act -of parliament, though he 
agreed that an act of parliament might be proper to give the 
forms of law to the appointment of the two houses of parlia- 
faent ; but this was proper only because judges lool^ed into the 
statute book, and not into the journals of parliament, for their 
direction in expounding the law ; but he affirmed, that the lords 
and commons of Ireland, whether assembled in parliament or in 
convention, were fully competent to supply every deficiency in 
the supreme executive, from whatever cause such deficieucjr 
xnight arise* 

A very long and violent debate £nsued, the whole weight of 
which on one side fell upon the Attorney-General, who display- 
ed extraordinary firmness and talent in opposing so powerful 
and confident a majonty« Just before the close of the debate^ 
Mr. Grattan endeavoured to* recal the minds of gentlemen to 
the then posture of it. They had gained ground in the argu^ 
ment ; the limitations were not defended^ they were not, it was 
true, given up ; they were alleged to be intended, and acknowi- 
ledged to be indefensible ; proposed, scouted, and adhered Jto$ 
and in the contempt, into which that part of the plan of the castle 
liad fallen, the vile insinuations of intended prodigality, and per- 
verted bounty,(insinuations maliciously whispered against a great* 
personage) had also fallen, and remained in the contempt they 
deserved. So far the plan stood condenmed in the opinion' of 
its principal supporters. Much personal satire and invective 
passed from both sides : and although it may be truly asserted, 
that no majority in the Irish House of Commons had ever cost 
so little to the country, it can not be dissembled that most, who 
had quitted their ranks on this occasion to vote for the address^ 
speculated more confidendy upon the future prospects under a 
new administration, than upon the chances of retaining the tern^ 
of their former engagements. About three o'clock the question 
havings been put upon the resolution, it was carried without a 
division. During this debate some riots happened in the pur- 
lieus of the house^ said to have been committed by gentlemi^ii 
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of tae College on some of the police men ; several persons with 
$rms having assailed the door-keepers, constables, &c« How- 
ever the gentlemen of the College were acquitted of the charge 
by some of the members, who quitted the debate to enquire into 
the cause of the rioting. 

On the 16th«of the month the House o£Xiords met according 
to their last adjcamment, when a motion was made for a further 
adjournment, (it being now the primary object of government to 
extend the Chapter of Accidents by gaining time) but was re- 
jected. The Earl of Charlemont then moved for the address 
to the prince in the words of that, which had been voted in 
the commons, which with some amendment was carried by 
a majority of 19^« The address as amended, was as fol- 
lows: 

To His Royal Highness George Prince of Wales. 
The humble Address of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and 

Commons in Parliament assembled. 

^ Mat it please tour Rotal Highness. 

^^ WE, his majesty^s most dutiful and loyal 
*^ subjects, the lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons 
^ of Ireland in parliament assembled, beg leave to approach your 
^ royal highness with hearts iull of the most loyal and affection- 
^ Att attachment to the person and government of your royal fa- 
^* ther, to express the deepest and most grateful sense of the 
'* numerous blessings which we have enjoyed imder that illustrious 
^^ house, whose accession to the throne of these realms has es- 
^^ tablished civil and constitutional liberty, upon a basis which 
^* we trust will never be shaken ; and at the same time to con- 
• ^* dole with your royal highness upon the grievous malady with 
*^ which it has pleased Heaven to afflict the best of sove- 
" reigns* 

** We have, however, the consolation of reflecting, that this 
^^ §evere calamity hath not been visited upon us until the 
^^ virtues of your royal highness have been so matured, as to en- 
^^ able your royd highness to dischaige the duties of an impor- 
** tant trust, for the performance whereof, the eyes of all his 
*^ majesty's subjects of both kingdoms are directed to your royal 
•^ highness. 

" We therefore beg leave humbly to request, that your royal 
^* highness will be pleased to take upon you the government of 
^ this realm during the continuation of his majesty's present in- 
^ disposition, and no longer ; and under the style and title of 
^' Prince Regent of Ireland, in the name and on behalf his ma- 

* 6 Lordf Jour. p. 3S3. The contents, with the proxice, being 45, and the 
non-contents 26, a protest was entered bv most of the minori^, which see in 
Appendix, No. LXXX. Protests are often the most autlientic documents of 
the grounds upon which particular measures are supported or opposed. 
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^^ jestf, to exercise and administer according to the laws and 
^^ constitution of this kingdom, all regal powers, jurisdiction, 
^ and prerogatives to the crown and government thereof be- 
** longing." 

On the next day (17th) a message was received by the com* 
tnons from the lords, that they had concurred with the com- 
mons in their address with the amendment, which the attorney- 
general endeavoured to convert to the purpose of delay, by pro- 
posing a conference upon it with the lords, and even by obiect- 
ing to some grammatical inaccuracies in the wording ot the 
amendment. It was however insisted upon by Mr. Ponsonby 
and others, that as the lords had agreed to the address upon the 
same principles as the commons, no delay should be permitted ; 
the question therefore having been put upon the lords amend- 
ment, it was carried unanimously. On the 19th both houses 
waited upon the lord lieutenant with their address, and request- 
ed him to transmit it to his royal highness. With this request 
his excellenc}* refused to comply ; returning for answer, that 
under the impressions be felt of his official duty, and of the 
oath he had taken, he did not consider himself warranted to IfLj 
before the prince an address, purporting to invest his royal high- 
ness with powers to take upon him the government of that 
xealm, before he should be enabled by law so to do ; and there- 
fore was obliged to decline transmitting their address to Great 
Britain. 

Upon the return of the commons to their own house, and the 
answer of the lord lieutenant being reported to them, Mr. Grat- 
tan observed, that in a case so extremely new, it would be high- 
ly improper to proceed with huny or precipitation ; the house 
was called upon to act with dignity, firmness, and decision ; 
and therefore, that due time might be had for deliberation, he 
would move the question of adjournment; which was put and 
carried without opposition. 

On the day following Mr. Fitzherbert moved, that the lord 
lieutenant's answer should be entered on the journals. 

Mr. Grattan said, he was satisfied to let the answer be enter- 
ed on the journals, in order to make way for soipe resolutions, 
which he intended to propose, as necessary to carry the inten- 
tion of the two houses into effect, and as a vindication of their 
honour and constitutional conduct. 

The answer being entered on the journals, Mr. Grattan 
moved, ^^ that his excellency the lord lieutenant having thought 
*^ proper to decline to transmit to his Royal Highness George 
^^ Prince of Wales, the address of both houses of parliament, n 
^* competent number of members be appointed by this house, 
to present the said address to his royal highness." 
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♦This motion brouffht on a very warm debate, in which the 
attomey-generai travelled again over the whole of his ground, 
but widi no more effect than before : Mn Grattan's motion was 
carried by a majority of 130 against 74. 

Then Mr. Grattan moved, *^ that Mr. Conolly should attend 
^^ the lords with the said resolution, and acqu;iint them, that the 
^ commons requested them to appoint members of their own 
^^ body to join with the members of the commons in presenting 
*^ the said address." 

This also passed without any division ; and Mr. Conolly went 
up to the lords accordingly. 

The message received in reply was, that the lords had con- 
curred in the resolution of the commons, and had appointed his 
Grace the Duke of Leinster and the Earl of Charlemont to join 
with such members as the commons should appoint to present 
the address of both houses to his Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales. 

Mr. Grattan then moved, ^ that the Right Honourable Tho« 
'^ mas Conolly, the Right Honourable J. O'Neil, the Right 
'^ Honourable W. B. Ponsonby, and J. Stewart, Esq. should 
*' be appointed commissioners on the part of the commons for 
the purpose of presenting the address to his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales,'' and they were appointed unanimously* 
These motions having passed, Mr. Grattan then moved, 
^^ that the two houses of parliament had discharged an indis- 
^^ pensable duty, in providing for the third estate of the Irish 
*^ constitution (rendered incomplete through the king's incapa- 
" city) by appointing the Prince of Wales regent of Ireland. 

Mr. Grattan afterwards moved, ^^ that it be resolved, that 
^^ his excellency the lord lieutenant's answer to both houses of 
parliament, requesting him to transmit their address to his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, is ill advised, contains 
*^ an unwarrantable and unconstitutional censure on the pro- 
^^ ceedings of both houses of parliament, and attempts to ques- 
^^ tion the undoubted rights and privileges of the' lords spiritual 
^' and temporal and commons of Ireland." To which Sir 
Frederick Flood, though he had voted for the address, object- 
ed, believing that whilst his excellency acted erroneously, he 
still acted up to the best of his judgment: and the attorney- 
general moved the following amendment, ^^ although that house 
could not know the impressions of of&cial duty, nor the obli- 
gation of the oath under which his exellency felt himself 
'^ obliged to act, and although his Royal highness the Prince of 

* 9 Par. Deb. p. 123. On this occasion Mr. Grattan would not speak, al- 
legging after a division, that it was a timej^r actings not »fcakingt 153. A list 
«f the majority and minority maj be seen in the Appendix, No. LXXX1» 
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" Wales were not yet invested with the powers of regent in 
•* Great Britain," On the division, 78 were for Mr. Fitzgib* 
bon's amendment, and 119 against it. 

The motion was opposed principally on the ground of it9 
being considered as the foundation of a vote of censure on the 
lord lieutenant ; and after a long debate, the house divided ; 
for the question 130, against it 71. 

Captain Burgh also proposed as an amendment, to add the 
following word!s to the original resolution, ^^ inasmuch as the 
^^ said lords and commons had proceeded to appoint his royal 
*^ highness, &c. illegally and unconstitutionally," which amend- 
ment was negatived without a, division. 

On the 25th Mr. Monk Mason reported from the committee 
bf supply, that on the 25th of March, 1788, the debt of the 
nation was 2,240,204/. 14^. Sd. ; and when the resolution was 
read, that provided for the national debt, the annuities, and 
establishments, Mr. Grattaii moved an amendment by inserting 
the words ^^ two months, ending on the 25th of May, 1789. 
Upon this occasion, Mr. Brownlow, observed (as the fact was) 
that he was no party man, neither had he any ends to answer 
contrary to the welfare of ^e country, yet he thought it right to 
proceed with caution : and as it had been shewn that they had 
not time to investigate the accounts, that^ in his mind, was 
sufficient ground for the amendment. 

The lord lieutenant had thought proper to refuse transmitting 
the address of the two houses to the Prince of Wales ; this had 
given cause for some difference and animadversion between his 
excellency and the two houses ; the truth was^ his excellency 
was at variance with the two houses, and it behoved them to 
take care of themselves. He should never forget the affair 
of Lord Townshend, who prorogued the parliament, and pro* 
tested against their proceedings, for the commons exercising a 
right of originating bills of supply ; a right in which lay dfie 
very essence of all their privileges. What Lord Townshend 
had done. Lord Buckingham might do, if they passed the 
supply for a year ; nay he might, and perhaps would dissolve 
them, and then how could they look at their constituents, who 
would naturally say, you have deserved all this ; for when 
we put our purse in your hands, you very foolishly let go the 
strings. 

Mr. Griffith considered the two houses committed against, 
and in a state of warfare with the chief governor, and he could 
expect nothing less than a dissolution of parliament if the sup- 
plies were once granted for a year. 

The attorney-general admitted, that (Mr. Brownlow) had 
fairly and openly avowed his reason for supporting a short 
money bill ^ it was to hinder the lord lieutenant from exercis* 
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fBgan undoubted right of proroguing or dissolving parliament* 
He recollected the event referred to by the rig^t honourable 
gendeman. He recollected Lord Townshend's proroguing the 
parliament ; and he recollected when next they met, they voted 
him an address of thanks, which address cost the nation 
Iialf a million of money* He hoped to God he should never 
again see such effects from party. He hoped to God he should 
never again see half a million of the people's money employed 
to procure an address from their representatives ; he had ever 
endeavoured to defend the people, and ever should oppose mea- 
aures, which might lead to an address that would cost them half 
a million.^ 

* This debate upon Mr. Gratttn's motion for a short money bill^ roost 
intimatoly affects a point of modem Irish history beyond any other necessary 
for the annalist to ascertain. No man can be iflfnf>rant of the loud and frequent 
clamour that has been raised, particularly within these last 20 years* against 
the corruption and venality of the Irish government and parliament, to the 
accoiuit of which, many have laid an uniform system of oppression, coercion, 
and cruelty that have occasioned, rather than checked the late outrages and 
calamities of the nation. Whilst others have founded the necessity of uniofi 
In the incorrigible inveteracy of these very evils. It will be impossible to 
form a right judgment upon this leading point, until certain facts are admitted 
or disproved. The author's duty is to supply his reader with the best evi- 
dence the nature of the case admits of. Tiie singular coincidence of a falling 
and rising power acting at one time upon a body of 300 men, at no time famed 
lor rigid in^exibility of principle, a majority made up chieflv of deserters from 
habits of ease and conveniency, to a promising standard of lucrative principle^ 
a race of in&;ratitude for past and avidity for future favours, certainly produced 
Ml unprecedented opportunity for extracting truths, which might otherwise 
have lain for centuries smothered under the concordatum of interest, secrecy 
and combination. The Irish parliamentary debates taken, collected, and 
arranged by Mr. Giffard, are the chief resource a stranger has for matter upon 
the latter history of Ireland ftom the year 1781. If any bias can be supposed 
to have afiected his pen, it will be concluded to have been on the part of govern- 
ment. This gentleman in the outset of volunteering was so corflpicuoualy 
prominent in the cause of freedom, as to have attracted the notice and acquir- 
ed the confidence, esteem, and intimacy of the Duke of Leinster: at that 
&IK! his family was larger than his means, and the favours of his grace were 
more flattering than lucrative. His talents which were above mediocrity were 
noticed by gpoveniment, and he was engaged at a handsome salary to report, 
for the castle, and upon trial of his ability and fidelity to his employers was 
icwarded by a place in the customs. We have before remarked, that Lord 
Townshend had, at a very heavy ezpence to the nation, broken up an aristbcra* 
tjf that, before his time bad monopolized the whole power of the commons 
and regularly bargained for terms with every new lieutenant for managing the 
Rouse of Commons. . Mr. Fitzglbbon (and no roan knew better), now' admit- 
ted, that this manmmre cott the nation upnardt of half a million : that is, that 
\ke had paid or granted so much to purchase that majority in parliament, by • 
which he governed to the end of his administration. We further learn fix>m 
Bir. GiiTard's report of this debate, that Mr. Bushe observed, from what his 
ri^it honourable friend (Mr. Fltzg^bbon), had said, he almost imagined he 
intended to vote on the other side: for when he had said, that one prorogation 
and address had cost the nation hal^ a million, he did not suppose he would 
run the risk of another. That prorogation had taken place for want of a sboil 
money-bill, which was the best reason against g^ranting a long one on the pre- 
•tot occasion : and as that prorogation oosthaff a milUon, as eviexy article bad 
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The committee of the two houses erf patUaodent arrived i*' 
London on the 25th of February, 1 789, and the day following 
presented their address to the Prince of Wales at Carlton* 
house* As the convalescent state of his majesty's' health was 
at that time apparent, his royal highness, after returning hi6 
%irarmest thanks for the address, and expressing the satisfaction 
he received from the proof it aiforded of their loyal and aiFec«> 
tionate attachment to the person and government of the ling, 
acquainted them with the fortunate change that had taken place. 
Within a few days^ he hoped, that the joyful event of his majes- 
ty's resuming his government, would enable him to give them a 
foial answer^ and make it only necessary for him to repeat those 
sentiments of gratitude aod affection to the loyal and generous 
people of Ireland) which he felt indelibly imprinted on hi» 
heart** 

risien, pevfaa)M it would not hk tm^etsotiable to supposci a prorogatk>fi at tli« 
present day might cost a whole million, which expence mieht be cut oShf tk 
short money-hiU. It is to be observed, that Mr. Bushe had some time beioro 

tuttted the ranks ofpaUiotism, and accepted a place tinder goyemmetrt. I 
nd in another report of this debate, " that Mr. George Ponsonby hise to 
** express his indignation at the idea of placing parliament in the power of th^ 
*' Ticeroy : he said, thatit had already been stated, that a similar measure had, 
*' on a former occasion, lost that country half a million Of money, by which a 
** corrupt parliament had beeti laid pfostrate at the feet of the ticeroy. Wer« 
*' they tiiat House of Commons ? Would half a' million, or a whole million, 
*' tempt them to swerve from the duty to their country/' fDubHn Evening 
Packet t 25rA February, 1799 J, Of this avowal, or boaSt, or taunt, or threat of 
Parliamentary venali^ from the mouth of the attorney-general, we have this 
further evidence from Mr. Grattan, (in his answer to I^ord Clare's speech^ 
Dub. 16Q0. p. 18). " Haifa mLUioa^ or morei ma* expended *otne years ago to 
*' tnai an opfotithh ; the turntt or a greater twm may be necettary non : so 
** said the principal servant of the crown. The house heard him : I heard 
^ him : he said it standing on his legs to an astonished and an indignant aation i 
*« and he said it in the most extensive sense of bribery and corruption. Th# 
** threat was proceeded on i the peerage was sold i w caitifia. ot comiption 
*' were eveiy where ; m the lobby* in the street, on the steps, and at the door of 
** everV parliamentary leader, whose thresholds were worn by the members of 
** the then administration, offering titles to some, amnesty to others, and corrupt 
•• tion to all.'^ 

* The following waji the siiswor of his Royal Hijghaess the Prinoe o( 
Wales. 

" Mt LoABft AKD Gbhtlbkcit, 

** The address from the Tord»spiritual and temporal and 
^ commons o^ Ireland, which you have presented to me, demands my warmest 
** and earliest thanks. If any thing could add to the esteem and affection X 
^ hslve for the people of Ireland, it wtiuld be the loyal and affectionate attadi* 
** ment to the person and government of the king, my father^manifested in the 
** addressofthe two houses. 

" What the^ have done, and their manner of doing it, is a new proof of 

** their undiminished duty to his majesty,, of their uniform attachment t(f- 

** the house of Brunswick, and their constant attention to maintain inviolat* 

** the concord and connection between the kingdoms of Great Britain and 

-^ Treland, so indispensably neceaaary to the ptosperity, the happinesa, and thft 

«• liberties of both. 

VOL, m. Og 
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On the 94|th of February, his majesty's disorder b&d taken so . 
favourable a turn, that die chancellor informed the British 
liouse of peers, that he had on that day attended his majesty by 
hi§ express command, and had found hitn perfectly recovered^ 
On the ^ of lijflarch, the speaker of the House of Commons i^ 
Ireland communicated to the house the letter which he had 
received from the delegates, if itli the Prince's answer to theif 
address, which were ordered to be entered on the journals* 
The happy turn in his majesty's health worked a ver)* happy 
change in the marshalling of the House of Commons. As th^ 
late gloomy prospect of a chs^ige in the Irish administration, had 
driven many geptlemen to the opposition benches, Mn Grattaa 
was willing to avail himself of the earliest fruits of their conver* 
fion : accordingly, on the 3d of March, 1789, be o^ered to the 
house a resolution which he thought absolutely necessary, from 
a transaction that had lately taken place. He thought it neces* 
aary to call thdattentipn of the house to certmn principles, which 
the gentlemen, with whom he had generally the honour to coin- 
cide, considered as^he indispensable condition, without which 
no government could expect dieir support, and which the pre^* 
sent government had resisted. 

The i^rst was ^ reform of the pqliqe : at present the institU'* 
tion could only he considered as a scheme of patronage to the Cas«» 
tie, and corruption to the city ; a scheme which had failed to an- 
swer the end of preserving public peace, but had fully succeed^ 
ed in extending the influence of the Castle.^ 

It had been dirown out on a former occasion, when he had 
intimated his intention of reforming the police, that the bill ta 
be proposed would be as bad as that at present existing ; but 
U^at assertion was not founded in truth. The bill, which ho 

*' If» in conreTing my gratefUl sentiments on their conduct, in relation fo the. 
" long, my father, and to the inseparable interest of the two kingdoms, I !ina 
•• it impossible to express adequately my feelings on what relates to myself, '^ 
** trast you win not ht the less idispose^ to believe, that I have ai> understand- 
'' ing to comprehend the value of what tliey have done, a heart that must re« 
*' member, and principles that wilt not suffer me to abuse Uieir confidence. 

** But the fortunate change which has taken place in tlie circumstance, which 
*^ j^ve occasion to the address agreed to by the lords and commons of Ireland, 




'< of gratitude and affection to the loyal and generous people of Ireland, whicl^ 
" feel indeUbly imprinted on my heart.** 

* In thi^ebate, Mr. Curran, perceiving that the opposite side of the house 
regained their »piiits and deserters, complimented the prime seigeant on the 
reiiovery of his tongue : what the distress and depression of his friend and pa- 
tfon had not been able to produce, his return to prosperity had effected : the 
learned member was no linger tongue tied : mute during his disgrace^ he was 
ckBi«rous 'on his elevation. 9 iWr/. i^aM»> p. 265. 
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would introduce, was intended to rescue the corporation of the 
city out of the court, andto'make them responsible to the public 
for their conduct ; to restore the peace and liberty of the city ; 
and to guard against any abuse of powpr in those, to whom the 
'guardianship of that peace and liberty should be committed* 
This bill had in the last session been stated as necessar}'-, but 
had been resisted by Lord Buckingham's government \ biit it 
should now be soon introduced. 

Another principle much desired, was to restrain the abuse of 

Eension^by a bill similar to that of Great Britain. That principle, 
e said. Lord Buckingham had resisted, and his resistance to it 
was one great cause of his opposing his government. To this 
hewould add another principle, the restraining revenue officers 
from voting at elections : this, he observed, was a principle of 
the British parliament, and it was certainly more necessary in 
Ireland, from what had lately taken place, where, by a certain 
union of family interests, countries had become boroughs, and 
those boroughs had become private propert}% 

But the principle to which he begged to call the immediate 
attention of the house was, that of preventing the great o£Bces 
of the state from being given to absentees : that was aprinciple 
admitted by all to be founded in national right, purchased by li- 
beral compensation, and every departure from it must be con- 
sidered as a slight ^o the nobility and gentry of Ireland, who 
certainly were better entitled to the places of honout and trust 
in their own country, than any absentee could possibly be ; but be- 
sides the slight shewn to the nobility and gentry of Ireland, by 
bestowing places of honour, of profit, and of trust on absentees, 
the draft of money from this country, the institution of deputies 
j(a second establishment unnecessary, were the principals to re- 
side), the double influence arising from this raised the abuse in- 
to an enormous grievance. 

He said, after the nation had recovered its liberty, one of the 
first objects was to bring home the great offices. oJF the state i 
these had been taken away in an unjust.manner, and in violation 
of native right, when the country was under oppression. He 
did not mean to enter into a question, whether too much was 
paid for bringing home great employments ; he would not dis^ 
pute the price, as it was the purchase of a principle ; but th^ 
principle being once established, that it was wise and honourai* 
ole in the nation to purchase home the great offices of the state : 
and this having been actually reduced to practice in instances of 
the chancellorship of the exchequer, the vicc-treasurership, the' 
clerk of the crown and hanaper, &c. it followed as a necessary 
consequence, that the granting away again CTeat places to 
absentees, must be highly improper, and a gross violaf(pH of thft • 
principle purchased by the nption. 
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He then adverted to the. reversiODary patent granted to Mn 
Grenville. Of that gentleman's merits in bis own country he 
would say nothing; there could be no reason for granting 
him a great employment in Ireland, where it was most certain 
he never %vould reside ; and therefore in condemning the grant, 
no one had a right to argue, that it was condemned as a grant 
tx) the lord-lieutenant's brother, but as a grant to a person that 
must necessarily be an absentee ; it must be condemned as a slight, 
and an affront to the native resident nobility and gentry of Ire- 
land^ 

He asked the house, were they ready to submit to such an in- 
sult i Were they ready to submit to have the principle, i<rhick 
they had purchased violated? Were they ready to return to 
that state of degradation and contempt, from which the spirit of 
the nation had so lately emancipated itself? If they were not, 
they would not hesitate to come to a resolution, asserting the 
principles, which they had purchased. He would submit such 
a resolution, worded in the most guarded manner, not attacking 
the prerogative of the crown to grant, but condemning the ad- 
vice, by which the crown was misled to abuse that prerogative* 
He then moved the following resolution : 

^^ Resolved^ That recommendations for the purpose of grant- 
^^ ing the great ofSces of this kingdom, or the reversion of great 

offices to absentees, are improvident and prejudicial, especially 

now as great annual charges have been inctirred by making 

compensation to absentees for resigning their offices, that 
^^ those offices might be granted to reajdents." 

After a very violent personal altercation between Mr« Par- 
sons and Mr. Grattan,^ the latter gen^eman resumed his argu* 

* Scarcely had Mr. Grattan concluded his ipeech, than Mr. Parsons rose to 
speak ; when he was interrupted by Mr. Orattan, who said, that if .the ho- 
nourable gentleman rose to second his motion, lie would withdraw .it. Upon 
which Mr. Parsons instantly launched out into a most infuriated Philippic 
against Mr. Grattan, and his whole political conduct. To this Mr. Grattan 
made the following reply : 9 Pari. Debatet^ p. 357. . 

'* Sir, the speech of the honourable member has been so disorderly and ex- 
« < traordinary, that tbe house will permit me to make an immediate reply. H# 
** talks of simple repeal, he does not understand that question: he does not* 
** know whether that measure was right or wrong. He speaks of renuncia- 
^' tion ; of that he is equally ignorant. The merits or demerits of either quesr' 
'< tion, or of both questions, surpass his capacity. He has arraigned my con- 
'< duct, but his observations are as feeble as thepr are virulent. The member 
" is a melancholy proof, that a man may be scurrilous, who has not capacity to 
** be severe. He speaks of the public grant of 50,000/. ; and he says, I got 
*' tliat for bungling, what the patentee was so fortunate to complete. He saya 
'* 80, but why he should say so, or on what grounds he talks, he is totally unable 
'* to explain ; he repeats a sentence which he has heard, l^ut the force or mean- 
" ing, or foundation for the sentence, the member cannot set forth ; the jingle 
f* of a period touches his ear ; and he repeats it, and he knows not why. The 
• -" calumny urged against me by the member, is not his own. (Dublin Even* 
f jacket. J Mr. Uiggtns has t^d it better than the konouri^lc ^ntleman ; tjljiip 
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inont and said, that giving away the great of&ces of this kingdom 
to absentees, was taking away the property of this country, and 

** Freeman's Journal has stated it better, and with much more ingenuity than 
*' the honourable gentleman : but Mr. Higgins is a liar ; the Freeman's Jour- 
V nal is a liar ; it is not unparliamentary to say, that the authority from which 
«* the gentleman draws his argument, is a liar, a public pitiful liar ! He said, 
*' he did not mean that the honourable gentleman was a liar, but that the paper 
** from which he had borrowed his authority, was a liar, a positive liar !" Here 
Mr. Parsons rose and stepped towards Mr. Grattan, made use of some words^ 
whidi, for the honour of parliament, are not repeated. Mr. Grattan sat down. 
The house immediately called out, " custody ! custody !" and the speaker 
ordered the galleries to be cleared : it w^ near two hours before order was 
completely restored. 

The character of this Mr. Higgins, who died last year possessed of a for» 
tune of about 40,000/. is highly illustrative of the system, which generated* 
fostered and pampered this species of reptile more frequently known in Ireland, 
tfian elsewhere : ex un6 ditce plurc*. 

\ This man was known by the appellation of the Sham Etquire: be was a 
aln^ular instance of what may be clone in life by strict attention to private end*, 
without regard to the means, which so often retard the advancement of men 
ef principle. Bom of obscure parents, he rose thi*ough the successive stations 
ef errand-boy, slioe-black, and waiter in a porter's house, to an attorney's 
. clerk, in which situation his talents were not confined to the desk. His mas- 
ter's pleasures found an attentive minister in him, and he found additional 
profits in his master's pleasures He soon began to look for money and connec- 
tions, and fiized his mind on the daughter of a very respectable and opulent 
citizen in Dublin, who was a Cathohc : he procured an introduction to the 
family through a priest, whom he deceived, in declaring himself the only son 
of a gentleman of 3000/. a year ; the nephew of a counsellor, and a member of 
the Irish parliaments whose presumptive heir, as having no children, he also 
was. He feigned a wish to conform to the Catliolic religion, in which he had 
been christened, though educated a Protestant, thinking thereby to ingratiate 
himself with the famuv, and was received into the Catholic church. The 
knposture was soon detected, ^nd Mr. Higfgins confined to gaol, where he 
improved the only real knowledge he eT>er possessed, which was the lowest 
art of crown law. He afterwards became an attorney. . He then attended 
gaming tabeb and brothels. He drew gi-eat advantages by lending money to 
the unfortunate adventurers, and managing to defend or keep off prosecutions 
from the infamous supporters of those receptacles of iniquity. In his specu- 
lations towards advancement, he considered the command of a newspaper as 
an essential weapon both offensive and defensive. To attain this very necessary 
article, he insinuated himself into the acquaintance and confidence of the 
proprietor of a print, then in some degree of^estimation, the Freeman's Journal. 
This gentleman was in very embairassed circumstances. Mr. Higgins lent 
him 50/. and watching his opportunity when he thought his di'stress at the 
height^ suddenly arrested him for the money : to procure his liberty, he was 
glad to transfer to his creditors the property of the paper for one fourth of its 
value. 

- This paper had hitherto been prominefitly conspicuous on the patriotic side 
of the question, and was tlierefi>re the more saleable a commodity in the hands 
of this new proprietor. He made his terms with the castle; and from that 
time forward liis paper was the most subservient to, and therefore the most fa- 
voured by the romister. This man had the address, by coari»e flattery and 
assumed arrogance, to worm himself into the intimacy of several persons of 
rank, fortune, and consequence in the country, who demeaned themselves by 
their obsequiolisness to his art, or sold themselves to him for his unqualified 
enterprise in maligning their enemies, or bearing them out of difficulties or 
disgrace. This man, i-esdy fpr every job for which he should be paid, under 
seme natural suspicions jthat the return of the Marquis of Buckingham to 
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dmrying it abroad. He asked, what claim had Mn Orde for 
die pension of seventeen hundred pounds a year he had got on 
this establishment ? What claim (;ould any secretary have for 
eidier pension or employment ? If the principle be admitted, 
diat the giving away offices to absentees is injurious to the king- 
dom, then his motion could not' be resisted^ 

The attorney general said, he should be extremely glad to 

eee the whole patronage 6f the crown in Ireland bestowed upon 

the members of both houses of parliament, and he had no doubt 

if things went oh a little longer in the train, in which for some 

. time they had been, that object would be obuined* 

A very warm debate ensued, in which Mr. Corry and some 
«ther gentlemen admitted the principle of the resolution, al- 
though they opposed its passing, because it was a censure oil 
the Marquis of Buckingham. To get rid of the question, an 
adjournment was moved and carried by a majority of 115" 
dgainst 106. Thus early had the old majority began to fall 
back into their former ranks. Still the superiority of votes bore 
no proportion to 20O and upwards, of which the former full 
majorities consisted. Mr. Grattan accordingly on the following 
day (4th of March) moved for leave to bring in a hill for the 
better securing the freedom of election for members to serve in 
parliament^ by disabling certain officers employed in the collection 
cr management of liis majesty* s revenue from giving their votes 
df stsch election. Mr. Beresford gave immediate notice, that he^ 
should oppose the bill through every stage, though he would not 
<ippose the motion: and on the second reading of the bill the 
attorney general spoke thus:^ ^^ Sir, I say,^ that at this time 
^ such an act would be peculiarly ungracious : and there it 
^ another reason why I will not enter into a measure which pro- 

aisstirae the Tioe-rejfenqr of Ireland would not be attended hy any particulai* 
demonstrations of ioy» had hired a mob to wait his arrival, and' had supplied 
a proper number of them with silken cords and harness to draw him in his 
carriage to the Castle, under the fastidious deceit of mercenary popularity and 
triumph. The opinion of Lord Chief Baron Yeiverton upon this notorious 
character, seals the stamp of it to posterity. In £aster term, upon counsel 
bavingf reminded his lordship in court, that the printer of the Freeman^s Jour« 
nal awaited the jud|2^ment or the court for a libellous paragraph on that court : 
the chief baron spoke thus to the counsel. 

'' If you had not mentioned the affair, the court would not have condescend* 
" ed to recollect its insignificance, but would have passed it -by as it has dofie 
** every other paragraph, whether of praise or censure, that has appeared 
*' in that paper with the most supreme contempt. Let the fellow return to his 
" master's employment ; let his master exalt favourite characters ; and if 
^ there be any mean enough to take pleasure in his adulation, let him con- 
'* tinue to spit his venom against everything that is praise- worthy, honourable^ 
'' or dignified in human nature. Let him not presume to meddle with the 
^' courts of justice, lest, forgetting his baseness and insignificance, they qhouki 
^ at some time condescend to infltct a merited^tftnnshinent upon him. ■ 

•9Cif. Pari. Dcb.p.27B. 
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^^ periy modified might be useful at another time ; ^ere is, I 
*^ am well assured, at thia moment, existing, an association un^et 
^^ hand and seal, to oppose the king^s government, %nd to &^p« 
*^ port the old Irish aristocracy ; I would wish t^ierefofe to ^s^it 
^ for a cooler momeQt, %vheu gentlemen shall grow ashamed of 
" such a measure." , 

A warm debate ensued, which turned much upon the p^iv 
aonal. character of the lord lieutenant, and the indelicacy pf 
attempting to cramp the royal prerogative in the particular mo« 
ment of his majesty's recovery. At the close of it Mr. George 
Ponsonby said, that a charge had been brought against an o^iou^ 
and offensive aristocracy. He would ox>ly say, thrift apy asa^r« 
tion, stating faction to be at the bottom of the present bu^ii^e^^ 
was not founded in truth. For his own part, he released the 
right honourable secretary from every tie of honourable seatecy, 
and called upoi) him to say, if he had ever made a refusal o| 
favour a ground of opposition to government. He called upo^ 
the treasury bench one by one, to declsire in the sanie m^ner# 
[Here he paused for an answer ; none haying been givenl hi^ 
said, tibat after that he hoped he should hear no more ranapia 
charges of faction and party. On this division there were fortl^ 
attorney general's motion to postpone the bill to the Is.t of Afay 
only 98, against it 130. 

In the progress of the pension biQ^ it was singular, that the 
attorney general shoul4 oppose it, upon popular and patriotic 
pounds : the bill, said the attorney general, went to establisli 
by law, first a pension list at the discreuon of the minister, 
^mounting to 80,000/. secondly, to leave a discretion wUh the 
two houses to address for whoever th^y might think proper a^ 
a further charge ; and thirdly, to legalize the appropriation of 
the surplus of the hereditary d^tiesito the purposes of pensions^ 
wh jch would put into the hands of the crown the immense sum 
oJF 260,000^ per aPH* beypnd th^ control of the commons, 
and must ultiniately destroy the liberties, of the country, by 
throwing into tl^e hands of the fqinister a ponder, to bias everjfE 
election. 

Mr. sficretaiy Fitzherbert, in answer to the attorney genera^ 
said there was not a free country on the globe, in which a strong^ 
gpvemment was. more requisite than in Ireland. By the t^n« 
dency of the right honourable gentleman's arguments it appeared, 
he bad property in that country ; he however ezpres^sed some 
surprise at the different ground of argument he then adopt^d^ 
on the subject of the bill, from what he had used the nirght be^ 
fore. Then he considered the measure as flying in the &ce 
pf ^vernment ; as robbing the crown of its prerogatives ; as 
setting the libendity and curbing the necessary influence of the 
jipvereign : he nonf held it forward, ae placing au extraordinary 
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power and influence in the crown; taking it in this light, h^- 
thoughjt the bill was the greatest compliment that 'parliament 
could pay to the sovereign, j^or his part, he could not see that 
dangerous tendency, which the right honourable gentleman had 
annexed to the measure of the bill, for iii reality, it only gave 
his majesty a control over a part of that revenue, which was 
subject to both houses of parliament ; and therefore if his 
majesty abused that power of control, it was in the power 
of parliament to counteract that abuse, by refusing to pro^^ 
vide i this argument cut up by the roots the doctrine of 
the learned gentleman. He said, the measure did not go to 
meddle with the king^s prerogative, but merely to set bounds 
to the system of expenditure, and prevent the ruin of the 
country. 

He then took a view of the increase of the pension list, from 
the administration of Lord Essex, in the reign of Charles the 
Second, when it was only 3500/. a year, to the present, when it 
was rated at 103,000/* and hoped, if such moderation prevailed 
in such a reign as that of Charles the Second, a meastire of limi-^ 
tation when it was 100,000/. more, would not be rejected in the 
reign of George the Third. 

King Charles the Second, at his restoration, availed himself 
of the unsettled state of that country, by making a bargain with 
his subjects disgraceful to the monarch, and ipjurious to the 11* 
berties of the people. In exchange for tranquillity and settle- 
ment, he stipulated for an hereditary revenue. From this poU 
luted source the disuse of parliaments, and the increase of pen- 
sions originally flowed ; the latter at first in a small current. In 
1669, the amount of those grants was but 3214/. and lOfiOOL 
yearly having b^en proposed by the king as the limitation of 
grants, his representative. Lord Essex, objected to the largeness 
of the amount, and expressed his apprehensions, that their enor^ 
mky might be a reason for not granting a supply to his majes** 
ty. He approved of a proposal, that ihey shoidd be kept in a 
separate list, to the end, that if there should be any deficiency 
in the public revenue, it should fall on pensions in the first place { 
and in 1678, the Duke of Ormond received instrnctions from 
the king to that purpose. It appeared then, that the limitation^ 
and the anvount of pensions was an idea entertained on the part 
of the crown, and that the sum of 10,000/. yearly was, in the 
last century, thought an excessive charge. During this century^ 
those grants had been the perpetual occasion of contests. In 1 r03, 
the committee of supply resolved, and the house agreed, that no 
less than nineteen of them were unnecessary branches of the 
establishment ; and in 1707, several of them were voted to be 
struck oflF, and that no pension should be continued, except to a 
person resident in the kingdom* In the yestt* 1717^ the lord lieu^ 
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tenant, in hi& speech from the throne, informed both houses of 
parliament, that his majesty had thought fit to lessen the civil 
list on the head of pensions, and had directed such rules to be 
observed as nvight annually abate the expence upon them. By 
the influx of wealth into the kingdom, arising from imports oc* 
casioned by a false credit, which had arisen after the peace in 
the year 1748, there was a large surplus in the treasury, which 
occasioned a contest in the year 1753, between the crown and 
the House of Commons. The ministers insisted, that the surplus 
could not.be applied by parliament without the previous cQnsent 
of his majesty, and that difference having occasioned an extra- 
ordinary prorogation of parliament, the removal from office of 
some of the principal men in thb country, and great additional 
expence to the public by replacing them, for the sake of tranquil- 
lity, profusion was for a time connived at, pensions were lavish-' 
ly bestowed, and the commons were still more forward than go- 
veoiment in that political extravagance. But in 1757, they 
unanimously voted the increase of pensions to be a grievance^ 
and the house with its speaker laid that, with several other 
strong resolutions on the subject, before the lord lieutenant, 
who, with whatever reluctance, was at length obliged to trans* 
mit those resolutions to be laid before his majesty. At that pe« 
riod, when the increase of those grants was imanimously im- 
peached, they had amounted in the two preceding years to no 
greater a sum than 89481/. In the following session of 1759, 
they had increased to 103,285^ in the two years, and yet on si 
motion that the resolutions of the preceding session had the de- 
sired effect, with a view to give a negative to it, but twenty-five 
members could be found for putting that question. In the be- 
ginning of a new reign in 1761, the house was contented with 
an implied disapprobation by resolving, that those grants ex- 
ceeded the whole charge of the rest of tho civil establishment. 
In the following session of 1763, the national discontent on this 
subject became so general, that the lord lieutenant found it ne- 
cessary to desire the attendance of the principal members of 
both houses at the casde, and there to make a solemn declaration, 
to a very numerous assembly of lords and commons, in his majes* 
ty's name, that pensions for years or lives should not in future 
be granted unless on the most extraordinary occasions. Since 
that period various modes of redress had been attempted by mo- 
tions for addresses to the crown and for retrenchments. For 
some years past the present measure had been introduced, but 
clogged with extraneous matter, which would then be omitted. 
From that short history it appeared, that the increase of pensi- 
ons had been condemned by government, and reprobated by the 
House of Commons ; they had been the constant source of na- 

TOIi. III. ■ h 
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Bonal contention, in wliich it had appeared, that neither lords 
lieutenants, nor even the House of Commons were to be always 
trusted with that poWen What followed then ? Regulate it by 
latv. Such a law would be a great national acquisition. When 
the country gendemen should be asked by his constituents what 
has the country gained by the law, he would answer, " Pensions 
f^ had arisen from litde more than 3000/* yearly, to the enormous 
•* amount of 103,0CX)/. yearly. They were then limited to 
"** 80,000^ trith exceptions, of which every honest man would 
** approve. They had stopped the proud waves of prerogative, 
** and said, hitherto shalt thou go and no farther ; they had 
^^ prevented the discredit of the nation by having a charge on 
** the people originate by a king's letter, signed by three lords 
*• of the English treasury, persons unknown to the constitution 
** of Ireland. They had for ever prevented the return of that 
^^ disgraceful day, when the servants of the crown sat in sad 
" dejection, with their eyes fixed on the ground, without a word 
'^^ to say in favour of administration, except this wretched apolo- 
^ 87) ^^ ^^ ^^^ done by this lord lieutenant, you cannot say that 
^* We did it. And finally, they had paid a just tribute of regard 
^ and affection to their beloved princes of the illustrious house 
••* of Brunswick," 

He then adverted to a paper, which had been very improperly 
Introduced into the debate, and very unjustly made the topic of 
'the most severe animadversion. He had never seen the paper 
Itself, but he had heard a copy of" it read. He would inform 
the committee what the objects were, and what they were not. 
The objects were to support the only proper and constitutional 
mode of appointing a regent for that kingdom, and such other 
'measures as should be the necessary consequence of that pro- 
ceeding ; to resist an attack intended to be made by adminis* 
tration against the vitals of the constitution, by letting in the 
'third estate of another kingdom to legislate for Ireland ; tore*- 
sist those dangerous principles advanced by the advocates of 
that measure, and which were necessary to be maintained for 
its defence, namely, that the royal assent to Irish acts of parlia- 
ment was given under the authority of the monarch of England, 
"and not uhder the authority of the monarch of Ireland, and that 
"the statute regent of England could rescind the appointment of 

* a lord lieutenant of Ireland by the statute regent of that kingdom. 
The first extinguished the monarchy of Ireland, and the second 
enabled the regent of England to repel the force of the Irish 

'statute. To resist those fatal innovations, to preserve the dear- 

* est rights of their sovereign by defending his great constituti- 
onal power of assenting to bills, to prevent the extinction of the 

'crown, 'And to preserve the independence of the legislature of 
Ireland, several lords and gentlemen of the first rank and con- 
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sequence united to support the former, and to resist the latter 
measures, and to support such honourable men as concurred with 
them in that conduct, and in the defence of the constitution*^ 
Having mentioned what the objects of that paper were, he 
would state what they were not. They were not to oppose any 
government, or any chief governor ; t^y were not to prescribe 
to his majesty what chief governor he should continue, or whom 
he ^bouid appoint or not appoint to that high office. There was 
no isuch presumption in the minds of those gentlemen. Their 
union was defensive : to defend the constitution. He would 
further declare, that it was no object of that union to obtain 
office, honour, or power for any man. If ever there were an ha*, 
nourable and constitutional ei^gagement, that was one ; if ever 
there were a great national party, without an atom of faction ij) 
it, that was one ; and yet how unworthily had it been treated? 
One gentleman had called it a conspiracy against the state ; ano- 
ther, the revival of the old aristocracy of Ireland ; a third ha4 
termed it a disgrace to the kingdom, an illegal combination, ajid 
bad politely put them in mind of the journeymen pinmakera,who 
were found guilty of a charge of that nature, and whipped at ^ 
cart's tail. Those shameful aspersions were industriously cirr 
culated in the public prints of both kingdoms. It was not hif 
custom to use harsh language. He would content himself with 
saying that it was a natural progress for those men, who strove 
to degrade the constitution of their country to proceed to debase 
and vilify the first men in it ; men who would be the pride and or« 
nament of any kingdom in Europe. In talking of the royal assent^ 
he affirmed, that it was the undoubted right of the King of Irep 
land to give it by himself or his commissioners in full parlia* 
xnent; tbat it was also the unquestionable right of the subject to 
have the royal dissent given in parliament. He thought that 
nothing but a positive express statute could deprive the subject 
of that right, and he knew of no statute. There was nothing tp 
that purpose in Chief Baron Yelverton's act; a law which did 
great honour to its author. In respect to passing bills it had 
three objects; 1st. Their passing botli houses before they 
were transmitted; 2d. To compel the lord lieutenant and privy 
council to transmit them ; 3d. Tp prevent the alteration of 
them any where after they had left the two houses. These thre^ 
objects had been obtained for the country by a short, clear, and 
decisive. act; and to the man, who had obtained those great 
constitutional improvements he thought the kingdom highly 
indebted. 

On the 14th of March the speaker and the House of Com* 
mons attended his excellency to the House of PeerS| where he 
inade the following speech to both houses. 
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" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

** WITH the most heartfelt satisfaction I 
^ take the earliest opportunity to inform you, in obedience to 
*^ the king's command, that it has pleased the Divine Provi- 
** dence to remove from him ithe severe indisposition, with 
^^ which he has been aflicted and that by the blessing of Al- 
^ mighty God he is now again enabled to attend to the urgent 
*^ concerns of his kingdoms, and personally to exercise his royal 
•* authority." 

" Gentlemen of the House or Commons, 
^^ I have submitted to his majest^'^s consideration the surplus, 
" which you have already granted for the immediate exigencies of 
*' the public service, and the performance of the national engage- 
ments ; and I am commanded by his majesty to express his 
perfect confidence in your readiness to make such further pro- 
*^ vision, as shall be necessary for the usual support of his ma- 
" jesty's government." 

" My Lords and Gentlemen, 

'' I have it particularly in charge from his majesty to as- 
** sure you, that the prosperity of his faithful and loyal people 
*' ol Ireland, from whom his majesty has repeatedly received 
*' the strongest proofs of affectionate attachment to his sacred 
" pel son, will ever be near to his heart ; ^and that his majesty is 
*' fully persuaded, that your zeal for the public welfare will 
** enable him to promote, by every wise and salutary measure, 
" the interests of this kingdom. 

" 1 cannot conclude this communication to you without ex- 
*' pressing my fullest conviction, that his majesty's faithful par- 
*' liament of Ireland does not yield to any of his subjects in 
" sincere and devout acknowledgments to Almighty God, for 
** the restoration of his majesty's health, and in fervent prayers, 
*' that a long continuance of that blessing may secure to 
•* his people the happiness, which they have constantly en- 
" joyed under his majesty's mild and auspicious govem- 
" rtent." 

Mr. Grattan having expressed his most heartfelt satisfaction 
in the joyful tidings of the happy recovery of their beloved so- 
vereign, congratulated the house; that the speech from the* 
throne was so worded, and the address so properly moved 
and seconded' as to call for the most cordial unanimit}% It 
was accordingly resolved, that the speaker of the house should 
attend his excellency with the address^ to be laid before his 
majesty. 

• 9 Pwl. Deb. p. 318. 

«* To the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

«< The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses in Parli- 
*' ment assembled. 
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When Mr. Connolly on the 20th of March communicated to 
the House of Commons his royal highness's answer to the ad- 
dress of both houses of parliament, Lord Henry Fitzgerald 
moved, that an address of thanks shduld be presented to his 
royal highness for his gracious answer ; to which the attorney 
general objected, as a measure unprecedented: but it having 
been urged by the whole house, he explained, thai he was ever 
tenacious of the forms of the house ; and no man more anxious 
than himself to testify his respect to the prince. It was 
carried unanimously. On the next day Lord Henry Fitz- 
gerald reported from the committee appointed to draw up 
the address of thanks to the Prince of Wales for his 
gracious answer, that they had drawn up an^ address accord- 
ingly. . 

■* Most Gracious Sovereign, 

" We your majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, the 
^' commons of Irelxnd, in parliament assembled, beg leave to lay before your 
'** majesty our assurances of the sincere and cordial satisfaction, with which 
*' we are penetrated on being informed from the throne, by your majesty's com- 
**' mand, that it has pleased the Divine Providence to remove from your 
'* majesty the severe indisposition with which you have been afflicted, and 
" that by the blessing of Almighty God you are now again Enabled to attend 
*' to the urgent concerns of your kingdoms, and personally to ezereise your 
•* royal authority. 

** We assure your majesty, that we shall justify the confidence you en- 
" tertain, that we shall cheerfully proceed in making such provision as 
" may be necessary for the honourable support of your mnjesty's govern* 
'* ment. . 

*' We should be dead to every generous feeling, should we omit to kcknow- 
** ledg^ your majesty's unceasing solicitude for the interests of Ireland, or to 
** second, by every salutar}* effort your benevolent wishes for the welfare of 
** your people. 

** The numerous blessings derived to this kingdom from your majesty's au- 
*' spicious reign, are dee[ily imprinted in our bosoms, and sensible as we are 
** of the inestimable value of these benefits, we beg leave to repeat to your 
** majesty upon this joyful occasion, our most sincere professions of respect 
'< and attachment to your royal person, family, and government. 

** We conclude these our fervent coneratulationa with devout acknowledg- 
" ments to the Almighty for this signal instance of his goodness, in restoring 
" our beloved monarch to the prayers of an afflicted people and our gratitude 
** for such a mark of the divine favour ; is only equalled by the ardency 
** of our wishes for tlie continuance of your majesty's health, and that 
" your majesty may enjoy that invaluable blessing during a long and happy 
** reign." 

• •' To His Royal Highness George, Prince of Wales. 

** The humble Address of the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses.in Parlia- 
'< ment assembled. 

" Mat it please your Royal Hiohvess, 

" We, his majesty's most dutiful and loyal subjects, tlie 
** commons of Ireland in ])arliament assembled, beg leave to offer to your 
" royal highness our warmest thanks for your answer to our address. 

" With hearts overflowing with the liveliest joy, we congratulate with 
** your royal highness upon the happy event of the king^s recovery, and the 
'* consequent reassumption of the exercise of his auspicious government ; 
** an event highly pleasing to the subjects of the whole empire^ but peculiar!/ 
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The speaker undertook to transmit the address to Lord 
Southampton; and then Mr. Secretary Fitzherbert moved to 
adjourn to the 13th of April. During this interval Mr. Hobart ' 

** mteCtil to a nation so bii^iily indebted to their most excellent sorerei^ 
** during the whole courso of his reig^ ; and we rejoice in the reflection, that 
" the father of his people is hies fed with a S'>n, who is likely, in the fulness of 
" time, to continue to his majesty's loyal and affectionate subjects of Ireland 
** the blessinrs of his goTemment. 
" Thoroughly conscious that nothing can add more to that esteem whicl^ 
your royu highness has been pleased to express for the two houses of 




** tl»Bm to the favourable opinion of your royal highness. 




highness is pleased to consider our conduct as a proof 
** duty to hit msjes^, our uniform attachment to the House of Brunswick^ uid 
** our constant care and attention to maintain inviolate the ^oncord and conneCf 
** turn between the kingdoms of Great Britain and Ireland, which we consider 
^* as indispensably necessary to the prosperity, the happiness and liberties of 
** both ; and we beg leave to Assure your royal highness, that from those princl- 
** pies we shall never depart. 

*' We are hsppy to find that yovr royal highness considers ourjust attentioA 
•< to his miyesty's royal family, and the provision made by us ror preserving 
** the authority of the crown m its constitutional enei-gy, as the most unequi^* 
** vocal proofs which could be given of our affectionate loyalty to the 
" best of sovereigns, at the melancholy period when, by an afflicting 
*' dispensation of providence, his government had suffered an intermis- 
** sion, and his illustrious house was deprived of its great and natural pnv 
^lector. 

<' We have the josteat rdiance on the moderation of the views, and the 
^' purity of the intentions of your royal highness, and we have the fullest 
** Gonvictioiw in our minds, that any trust which could have the moat distai^ 
** tendency to relax that provident vigilance and public jealousy, which ought 
•* to watch over the exercise of power, would not have been acceptable to tb« 
*< exaked sentiments of your royal highness, whose understanding^ and princi- 
•* pies are rendered more valuable hy the generous and affectionate heM;t 
*« which animates their dictates. 

** We can with the greatest truth most solemnly assure your royal highness* 
•* that it is the ardent wish of the parliament and people of Ireland to continue 
•« to cultivate the harmony and inseparable intA'estB of the two kingdoma* 
** firmly convinced, that in their mutual perfect freedom they wiU find the 
«* closeat, aa well aa the happiest bond of their connection \ and we offer our 
** warmest acknowledgments to your royal highness for your recommendatioo 
•< to us to persevere in such a conduct, and consider your royal highnesses re- 
*< commendation, so worthy the high station in which you are placed, as aa 
** additional proof of your attention to the welfare of both countries. 

•« We assure your royal highness, that if any thing could add to the cxul- 
«* tation of our minds at the happy event of the recovery of our most beloved 
*< sovereign, it would be the pleasure, which we feel ui reflecting, that the 
'< heir to liis majesty's crown inherits the virtues of his royal father; virtues^ 
•« which every part of your royal highnes's conduct, during the late melancbq* 
« ly and tr3ring occasion, has placed in the most illustrious point of view \ an^ 
" the repeated marks of graciousness and condescension, with which your 
'* royal highness has been pleased to honour the two houses of parliament, 
'• must ever remain impressed in the most indelible characters of affection 
** and gratitude on the hearts of the people of Ireland." 
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was Appointed to succeed Mr. Fitzherbeit as secretary. 
When the house met, according to adjournment, Mr. Secretary 
Hobart informed the house, that he was commanded by his ex« 
cellency the lord lieutenant to acquaint them, that his majesty 
had been pleased to return the foUowing most gracious answer 
to the address of the house : 

** GEORGE R. 

^^ HIS majesty thanks his faithful commons 
^^ for their loyal and affectionate address, and for their assur- 
^ ances of the sincere and cordial satisfaction which they feel 
^ on the interposition of Divine Providence in removing 
^ Irom him the severe indisposition, with which he has been 9U 
" flicted. 

*^ Nothing can be more satisfactory to his majesty, than 
*^ the disposition expressed by the House of Commons, cheer* 
** folly to proceed in making such provisions as are ne* 
^^ cessary for the honourable support of his majesty's goveni« 
" ment. 

^^ He receives with the greatest pleasure the acknowledge- 
^^ ments of the House of Commons, of their sense of the solici* 
*^ tude which his majesty can never cease to entertain for the 
*^ interests of Ireland, as well as their professions of respect and 
^^ attachment to his person, family and government. 

** G. R.»» I 
' It was ordered to be entered on the journals, and an address 
of thanks was voted. On the 15th, Mr. Grattan presented t^ 
the house, according to order, a bill for the better securing the 
freedom of elections of members to serve in pariiament, by 
disabling certun officers employed in the collection or manage* 
ment of his msyesty's revenues from giving their votes at such 
elections ; which was received and read the first time, and then 
Mr. Secretary Hobart informed the house, that he was directed 
fay his excellency the lord lieutenant, to deliver the following; 
message to the house : 

^ NUGENT BUCKINGHAM. 

^ HIS majesty having appointed Thursday 
*^ the 23d of this instant April, to be observed as a day of puUic 
^ thanksgiving to Almighty God, tar that signal interposittoa 
^ of his good providence, which hath removed from his majesty 
^ the late illness, with which he had been afflicted ; and a pro- 
^ damation having been issued by the lord lieutenant and the 
^ -privy council of diis kingdom for the solemn observance of 
^ that day, I intend to go to the cathedral of Christ Church to 
^ attend divine service upon that occasion, and have given the 
^ necessary orders for providing convenient places in the said 
^ cathedral for the members of this house. 

« N. B.'^ 
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I 

On the 21st of April several} petitions from revenue officers 
^nd others were presented to the house against the bill then 
pending, which intended to deprive them of their elective 
franchise, upon which a very long and warm debate ensued. 
In vain were all arguments drawn from reason, law, and con- 
stitution urged by the supporters of the bill ; in vain was the 
example of England set forth in pointed relevancy to that 
kingdom ; in vain was it pressed upon the house, that the bill 
under their consideration, nearly in the same words, had passed 
that house with the entire consent of most of the members, who 
were now taught to exclaim against it, as an attack upon the 
rights of the people ; that such a bill, with the consent and ap- 
probation of its present most vehement opponents, had passed 
the commons, had been transmitted under the great seal oF 
Ireland, and returned under the great seal of England ; which, 
though lost in the lords, had not been rejected upon its merits ; 
but had shared the fate of the ministry, which had espoused it : 
that the people had then lost a good ministry and a good bill. 
The ferment occasioned in the commons by the late alarm had 
now nearly subsided : the re-establishment of the old system, 
and the disappearance of any immediate change in administra- 
tion, had brought back most of the fugitives to their station, and 
upon the division there were found only 93 for the committal 
of the bill, and 148 against it. 

On the 25th of April, Sir Henry Cavendish, chairman of the 
committee on the police accounts, delivered in their report,* 
upon which they had come to two resolutions : 1st, That it had 
appeared to them, that the police establishment been had attended 
with unnecessary patronage, waste and dissipation. 2d, That it 
was their opinion, that the peace and protection of the city of 
Dublin might be more effectually maintained at a less expence, 
and that the present system of the police establishment ought to 
be changed. And when the speaker put the question to agree to 
the first resolution, the attorney-general objected. The right 
honourable gentleman called upon the house to agree to a report 
founded on evidence from partial investigation, that was ex parte 
garbled or selected. He was strongly rebuked by Mr. Grattan, 
with the indecency of imputing to a most respectable committee, 
after a laborious investigation, the foul charge of garbling and 
selecting the evidence. A violent and intemperate debate 
ensued, in which nothing new occurred, but the ingenuity of 
dressing up former arguments : both sides insisting that expe- 
rience confirmed their support of or opposition to the original 
measure : this had ever been a favourite object with govem- 

• 9 Par. Deb. p. 394. This report which is singularly curious, is to be seeo 
In tho Appendix^ No. LXXXII. 
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tnetit, and was vehemently supported by a majority of 132, 
against 78; and the report at the motion of ihe attorney-gene- 
ral was rejected.*" The house having by this time been nu-urly 
marshalled into their former ranks, Mr. Graitan thought it 
useless* to divide ihem on the second readmg of the place bill, 
on the 30di of April ; it was negatived without a division, i'he 
only subject^ particularly interesting to the history of Ireiand, 
which came before parliament during the remainder of that , 
session, was the subject of tithes; Mr. Grattan having presented 
to the house according to order, a bill to appoint commissioners 
for the purpose of enquiring into the state of tithes in the differ- 
ent provinces of that kingdom, and to report a plan for ascer- 
taining the same : he followed up his motion with a very elabo- 
rate, instructive, and eloquent spe^chf upon this important 
national object. The house adjourned from the 8th to the 25th 
of May, on which day the lord lieutenant prorogued the parlia- 
ment, and made a speech l)f a general nature, without a word of 
reference to any of the extraordinary circumstances, of the 
session. 

Certain it is, that no viceroy ever enjoyed a smaller share of 
popularity in Ireland, than the Marquis of Buckingham. Either 
the natural reserve or the hauteur of his character made him 
personally disrelished, even by his fri^ds and supporters. In 
order to raise an appearance at least of popularity^ his creatures 
procured (not without some difficulty) an address from the county 
.of .Westmeath, in which the bulk of his lady's property lay, and 
which superabounds with the name of Nugent* The example^ 
however, was not followed up by other counties. The resto- 
ration of his majesty's health instantly brought back a majority 
of the late deserters to their ranks. But the vicero) 's refusal to 
transmit the address of parliament was indignantly resented by 
those members of any independence or principle, who had joined 
in it. A most determined opposition was the consequence* 
The imperious mind of the viceroy once more triumphant in the 
return of his numbers to their posts, was still ex^sperkted that 
the great popular leaders, chiefs of the clans and possessors of 
the natural interest of the country were restive to his dictates, 
and knit by a common principle into a closer and more formicla- 

* 9 Par. Deb. p. 424. Wlien this debate was over and the division settled, 
Mr. ConoUy said the gentlemen were perfectly consistent, in 8Up])orting a 
ruinous and expensive system of patronage, that they themselves had instir 
tuted, and that tliey were also consistent in now endeavouring to stigmatize 
the men, who had brought their dark, corrupt, system to hght; men, who 
"for honour, probity, arj^ integrity, could not be excelled in his majesty's do- 
minions. But he desired gentlemen not to exult ; their exultation would be 
but of a short duration, as the law complained of must, from its enormity, ere 
long fall to the ground. 

t It maybe seen in Xh» Appendix, No. LXXXIlt. 9 Par. Dab. p. 464. 

TOL. III. I i 
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Me opposition, than he had hitherto experienced. His excel- 
lency lamented, that in spite of his avowed principles of oscono^ 
my, he was now compelled to resort to Lord Townshend^s 
ruinous system of purchasing votes \>y retail, in order to break 
through this new combination of an Irish aristocracy. No 
bounds, no reserve, no decency, were kept in this new canvass 
for parliamentary influence : the market became overt, and the 
prices of boroughs, and pieces ^of boroughs, of votes and titles, 
• and peerages were brought to as regular a standard, as bullion 
at the mint. Nbt a peerage, not an honour, not a place, not 
a pension was disposed of but immediately by government for 
parliamentiury interest, influence, or engagements, varying by 
gradation from the price of a close borough to a vote upon a 
single question. Every place, office or emolument, that could 
be resumed by government, were granted out upon new terms 
for future services. The Duke of Leinster, Mr. G. Ponsonby, 
Mr. Fitzherbcrt and every person holding place, office, or pen- 
sion at pleasure, were displaced or deprived for having joined 
in the address to the Prince of Wales. A creation of eight 
peerages took place, and numerous new appointments were 
ni^de. It was objected to the Marquis of Buckingham's ad- 
ministration, that notwithstanding his boasted professions of 
(economizing for the nation; he had encreased the pension list 
by 5000/. per annum, that by his splitting places, reviving dor- 
mant unnecessary employments, and encreasing salaries, he had 
burthened the nation with the additional perpetuity of 2800/. 
per annum, and had chiefly selected his own family con- 
nections and other strangers, some of low and mean degree, 
for the objects of his bounty, to the exclusion of well meaning 
and well qualified natives. Most certain it is, that the Marquis 
of Buckingham generally disliked the Irish, and was disliked by 
them. 

The leaders of opposition had found it advisable, as has been 
observed, in order to consolidate their force into a common 
centre of union, to establish a new political society under the 
denomination of the Whig Club: an institution highly obnox* 
ious to the casde : they adopted the same principles, were clad 
in the same uniform of blue and buff", and professedly acted in 
concert with the Whig Club of England. At the head of this 
club were the Duke of Leinster, the Earl of Charlemont, Mr. 
Conolly, Mr. (:^rattan, Mr. Forbes, !)oth the Messieurs Pon* 
fionby, Mr. Curran, and a number of leading members of oppo- 
sition in both houses. It was a rendezvous and round of 
cabinet dinners for the opposition. Here were planned and 
arranged all the measures for attack on the ministry. Each 
member had his measure or his. question in turn : the plans of 
debate and manceuvre were preconcerted^ and to each was 



OF THE STATE OF IRELAND. S41 

assigned that share of the attack he was most competent to 
maintain. This club aided by the assistance of some of the 
popular newspapers, continued to announce its days of dining, 
to proclaim its sentiments in the shape of resolutions, or announce 
them obliquely in the shape of anonymous paragraphs. Their 
speeches generally retailed with point, virulence and acrimony, 
always turned upon the prolific chapter of government and 
parliamentar}' abuses, were calculated to work upon the pas- 
sions more than to guide the sober reason of the multitude.^ 

* It has of late years unfortunately been so prevailing a rage on both side* 
of the leading political questions, to attribute to tl)eir antagonists false mo- 
tires, views, and grounds for their conduct, that the historian, who supports thfe , 
principles of either, will be naturally discredited by those readers, who happen 
to differ from him in opinion : it is not his duty to adjudge the conduct of the 
actors in those scenes, whicli he has undertaken to retail and faitlifuUy to 
represent. The late £arl of Clare in his speech for the union (p. 59) has left 
tlie following portrait of the Whig Club of Ireland. *■ The better to e£fectuate 
*' tJie great national objects of a limitation of the pension list, an exclusion 
'* of pensioners from the House of Commons, a restriction of placemen, who 
"* should sit there, and a responsibility for the receipt and issue of the public 
" treasury, a Whig Club was announced in a manifesto, signed and counter- 
** signed, charging the BriUsh government, as James I. has since been charged, ' 
" with a deliberate and systematic intention of sapping the liberties, and 
*' subverting the parliament of Ireland. All persons of congenial character 
" and sentiment were invited to range under the Whig banner, for tlie estab- 
*' lishment and protection of the Irish constitution, on the model of the 
'* Revolution 1688 ; and under this banner was ranged such a motley collection 
'* of congenial characters, as never before were assembled for tlie reformation 
" of the state. Mr. Napper Tandy was received by acclamation, as a states* 
'* mnn too important and illustrious to be committed to the hazard of a ballot. 
" Mr. Hamilton Rowan also repaired to the Whig banner. Unforta- 
•* nately, the politicui career of these gentlemen has been arrested ; Mr. 
*• Tandy's by attainder of felony, andun attainder of treason ; Mr. Hamilton 
«* Rowan's by an attainder of treason. The Whig secretary, if he does not 
" stand in the same predicament,' is now a prisoner at the mercy of the crown, 
" on his own admission of his treasons; and if I do not mistake, the whole 
** society of Irish Whigs have been admitted, ad eundem, by their Whig 
" brethren of England. In the fury of political resentment, some noblemen 
'* and gentlemen of the first rank in this country stooped to associate with the 
" refuse of the community, men whose principles th^y thus held in abhor- 
'* rence, and whose; manners and deportment must aiwjiys have excited their 
•* disgust." 

Mr. Grat'an has left the followini^ sketch of it. *' The work complains of 
" the Wliig Club. The minister was the author of it. His doctrines and his 
** half million wci'e the authors of it.' But clubs of this kind are only pre- * 
" served by violence. That violence did happen. An attack was made on 
•* tiie rights of the city, a doctrine was promulgated, that the common council 
" had no right to put a negative on the lord mayor, chosen by the board of alder- 
** men, except the -board itself should assent to the neg*ative put on its own 
" choice, this doctrine was advanced by the court, to secure tlie election of tiie 
•* ma3'orto itself; in the course of the contest, a minister involved himself in a 
•* personal altercation with the citizens : with Mr. Tandy, he had carried on a 
** long war, and with various success ; he was now involved in an altercation 
•* more general, in the compass of his wrath, he paid his compliments to 
*• the Whig Chib, and that club advanced the shield of a free people over 
** tlic rights of tlie city, and humbled a minister in the presence of those 
" citizens, whoso pnrUc;^cs he had invaded, and whoso persons he bad calum- 
" niated." 



fSt AN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

Such in truth has generally been the system of taking an unge« 
neroiis advantage of the Irish character. A people of quick' 
impulse, ardent sympathy, and inconsiderate resolution, was 
always ready to anticipate rather than check any plan, that sum- 
moned their action or intrepidity. 

The public thanksgiving for the king's recovery was attended 
with every solemnity, that the nature of the case would admit, 
on the 23d of April, 1789, in the cathedral of Christ's Church : 
and on different days, particular services were performed, in 
every church and chapel throughout the nation. A most solemn 
high mass was performed, with a new grand Te Deum^ com- 
posed on the occasion by the celebrated Giordani, in the Rot 
man Catholic chapel of Francis-street. And as a happy in-i 
stance of the increasing liberality of the times, several of th© 
first Protestant nobility and gentry assis^;ed at it.* On the 5th 
of Mav, a most superb gala was given at the castle in comnie-' 
mor»tion of the happy recovery of his majesty: but none of 
these gentlemen were invited to partake of it, who had voted 

The contest between the minister and Mr. Tandy, to which Mr. Qrattanre- 
fenvd. was as f liows : Mr. Tandy at tlie head of a party of the common council, 
opposed till. el( crion of one AUlerman James to this office of lord mayor for the 
ens ling year, thoug-li the choice uere almost a matter of course in the order, if 
no'. niag^istrates seniority. Mr. Tandy's opposition was founded upon a charge 
of iiis being the slav^ and creature of the castle. After along contest which, 
lasted all nighi, Mr. Tandy succeeded in the rejection of Alderman James* 
and in the choice of Alderman Howison in his room. This produced an ap- 
peal t.> the lord lieutenant and privy council, to whose ultimate approbation 
the choice of the chief magistrate was subject. Lord Fitzgibbon (then lately 
promoted to the seals) presided as chancellor. Mr. Tandy and his chosen al- 
derman attended, with Messrs, Ponsonby jind Curran, as their council. Al- 
derman James had the Recorder and Dr. JDuignan. The mtitter was solemn- 
ly arjfued. The council cliamber was thrown open as a public court, and ex- 
treni( ly crowded with citizens. Several personal asperities passed between 
the chancellor and Mr. Curran : and some coarse satire was attempted by Dr. 
Du gnan ugainst the scowlin;.,' eyes, and haggard looks, sallow complexion, and 
faciious principles of, Mr. Tandy. The castle looking upon Alderman James 
as the victim Of their cause, strongly espoused his interest : but tlie law laid 
down by Mr. Ponsonby, was so clearly decisive, that all that was attempted, 
was to send the parties back to a new election, which was again decided in 
favour of Alderman H«>wison, which was finally coniirmecl by the lord lieute- 
nant in council. This event gave triumph and exultation to Mr. Tandy as a 
patriot, a second I^ucas, and lie afterwards commanded a* strong influence in 
the common council. 

• The Catholics, who had received more favours from his present gracious 
majesty, than from all Iiis predecessors collectively, since Henry II. were 
gratefully sensible of the favour of God in restoring the health of their beloved 
sovereign, and were prominently conspicuous in returning their solemn thanks 
to the Ueity So illustrious an assemblage had never met in a Catliolic place 
of worship m that kingdom since the reformation. Besides the principal part 
of their own nobijity and gentry, there were present on the occasion the Duke 
of Leinster, the Earls and Countesses of Belvedere, Arran and Portarlington, 
Countesses of Carhampton and Ely, Lords T}'Tone, Valentia and Delvin, Mr. 
D. La Touche and family, Mr. Grattan, Major Doyle, Mrs. Jeffries, Mi-s. 
Trai^t, and several otlier persons of the first distinction. 
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for the address. A marked sign of reprobation was put on. 
their heads : and so strongly was the spirit of party kept up, 
that in the list of toasts drank after dinner at the castle, the 
Prince, of Wales and Duke of York were purposely omitted.* 
The extraordinary zeal and exertions of the attorney-general on 
this late as well as former occasions in support of government, 
were rewarded with the great seal of Ireland, which had become 
vacant by the death of Lord Lifford : and he became the first 
Irish chancellor appointed by England. 

The Marquis of Buckinghahi was little satisfied with his 
situation in Ireland ; for although he had regained a majority 
in parliament, he never more experienced any share of that 
popularity, which was sincerely shewn to him on his first accep. 
tance of the viceroy alty in Lord Shelbume's administration : the 
spirit of party ran so high, and the chief governor grew daily so 
unpopular, that to avoid personal outrage, in the month of June 
he secretly took shipping* for England, and never more re- 
turned to Ireland. On the 30th of June, 1789, the new chan- 
cellor Lord Fjtzgibbon and Mr. Foster the speaker were sworn 
in lords justices. After so much party difference and dissen- 
sion in the capital, it was not to be expected, that the peace and 
tranquillity of the provinces should be encreased. The wretch- 

• Imraediately«afterthe health of the king ami queen had been drank, that of 
Mr. Pitt, as the friend of Ireland^ was given with three times three. These 
minute circumstances are noticed, because in Ireland no small importance is 
annexed to such festive ceremonials, as it has been observed, 1 vol. p. 310. 
The system of creating disunion amongst the different branches of the royal 
family, was not confined to Ireland. England gave the example. Even the 
unfortunate affair between the Duke of York and Colonel Lenox afforded fresh 
matter for family jealousy and difference. The delay of introducing his Royal 
HighneiSs the Duke of Clarence into the House of Lords arose from that ex-« 
ecrable spirit of disunion. That young prince, who graced liis exalted rank by 
9, close attention to his professional duties, superadded to his native and ac* 
quired endowments, a characteristical warmth of family affection and domes^ 
tic sympathy. It was proposed that his royal highness slmuld be introduced 
to the House of Lords by the Duke of Richmond. He modestly and naturally 
obser\'e(d» that he had two brothers in the house. It was notwithstanding 
urged, that he must be mtroduced by the Duk.?s of Richmond and Chandos. 
His royal highness finding his two brothers proscribed replied, that he had 
two uncles in the house, by whom he wished to be introduced; this was not 
admissible : the Duke of Richmond was still insisted upon, and his royal high* 
ness declined the ceremony, till a sort of compromise was agreed to by substi- 
tuting the Duke of Montague for the Duke of Richmond. 

Ta these marked attempts at mortifying a!id humiliating the Prince of 
Wales, Mr. Grattan alluded in a speech upon this viceroy's administration in 
the following words,- (10 Par. Deb. 16.) "Some of those members having 
" committed in Ireland excfesses far beyond those which falsehood presumed 
'* to prophesy, to disparage the second personage in these dominions." 

* His excellency took shipping from Mr. Lee's elegant villa at the Black 
Rock. It was observed by Mr. Charles O'Neale, in a debate, 10 P. D. p. 118, 
tliat if he had not taken a back-stairs departure from that.kingdom, he would 
in all probability have been greeted on his retreat in a very different m^nnev 
from what he bad bce^ on hi^ ai'rivj^ in Ireland. 
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cd and restless poor in Munster began once more to break out 
into new disturbances* Whilst they expected redress, the coun* 
try remained quiet : but after the rising of the parliament and 
the failure of Mr* Grattan's motion for an investigation of their 
grievances, the disturbances recommenced, and it was found 
necessary to encrease the military force in those districts, that 
manifested the most disposition to riot. 

The unhappy differences of the Peep of Day Boys and De^ 
fenders so far from being composed or settled had considerably 
increased, both in extent and rancour since the last year : and 
it is a lamentable truth, that their enmity was fomented by many 
of the superior orders, for the diabolical purpose of breaking up 
the union of the Protestants and Catholics, which had been ef- 
fected by serving together as volunteers, and was one of the 
effects of that system, which the government appeared most to 
dread. Reports were industriously set afloat, and greedily 
credited by most Protestants of the county of Armagh, who 
long had been pre-eminent amongst their brethren for their 
zealous antipathy to Popery, that if Catholics, who had obtained 
arms, and learned the use of them during the war, were per- 
mitted to retain them, they would sooh be used in erecting 
Popery on the ruins of the Protectant religion. Where the 
flame of fanaticism once takes, it is scarcely to be extinguished 
but by extermination. The defenders had long and frequendy 
complained, that all their efforts to procure legal redress against 
the outrajges committed upon them by the Peep of Day Boys 
were unavailing : that their oppressors appeared to be rather 
countenanced, than checked by the civil power ; and that the 
necessity of the case had driven them into *counter-combina- 

• The form of the oath and rules of the defenders, said to have been found 
and sent to government by Uje Dean of Raphoe during the administration of 
Lord Buckingham} shews how far they were at this time organized. 

The Oath. 

I A. B. of my own free will and accord, do swear to be true to one anotlier, 
will assist one another abroad and at home, and there are none to be admitted 
without the consent of the committee appointed by the said body ; and tliey 
must in ail things be under subjection to the said committee in aU things that 
are lawful, and not otherwise ; and all words and signs to be kept secret from 
all that are not concerned or forfeit this oatli, and we arc to meet once a 
month where the committee thinks proper, and we are to spend what is agree- 
able to the rompany ; and any person giving a lawful reason for his absence* he 
is not to be under censure ; and all persons entering must be under all rules 
and i*cgulations appointed by the said committee ; and as in our former oath 
we are bound to his majesty King George III. and his successors to the crown, 
80 for this present year 1789 we promise faithfully the same cbcoience, and 
also while we live subject to the same government. 

Joules to be observed, 

1st. There is no* defender to strike one anotlier upon any account ; or if 
tliey do, to be excluded the company as long aa the committM tliinks proper. 
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tions to defend their lives and properties against these uncon- 
trolled marauders. Whilst these petty, but fatal* internal hostili- 
ties were confined chiefly to the county of Armagh, it appears, 
that the defenders had generally remained passive according to 
their first institution and appellation : and that they only became 
aggressors, when they afterwards were compelled to emigrate 
from their country. Their hostility was now at its height ; go« 
vemment sent down two troops to quell thjm, but above fifty on 
both sides had been killed in an affray before the horse arrived. 
Tranquillity lasted, whilst the troops remained. But it was 
impossible, that a large assemblage of men, void of education, 
prudence, or control, should long remain together without mis- 
chief. 

A very important change had taken place within the last ten 
years in the political sentiments of the Irish nation. The 
American contest for liberty had roused Ireland to think more 
practically and firmly upon her own civil rights : the fatal mis- 
conduct of the British ministry of that day had made them aa 
armed people, and they shortly after became an independent 

2d. There is no person to come to the monthly meeting drunk; or if they 
do, to pay sixpence, and to be excluded for three months. 

3d. There is no person on any account to swear or speak k)ud in the com- 
pany, and for every oath they are to pay what the committee thinks proper. 

4th. There is no person tiiat formerly belonged to another body (that is t* 
say, a strange body) to be accepted without a line from the body he formerly 
belonged to. 

5tb. There is no person to let any one know who belongs to tlieir body, but 
those who went under the obligation. 

6th. There is no body of men to go to a challenge without leave of three of 
Hie committee at least. 

7th. There is no body to get a copy of these without the leave of the grand 
master appointed by the general year's meeting, or deputies appointed by the 
said grand master, or his committee. 

8th. Let no person know no words or signs without being concerned,' and 
they are not empowered to g^ve or make known by either words or signs or 
tokens any that may hcreafler come forth, or make it known to any company 
or body but ourselves, or our body. 

9th. There is no defender to make himself known as a defender after being 
excluded, under /ear of perjury ; and each man continuing six months from 
this day must^ find a gun and bayonet, with other necessary accoutrements, or 
be excluded at the option of the committee. 

Given under our hands, from the Grange committee to the committee of 
Barrickaman, body of defenders No. 1, for the county of Louth. 

We, the committee of No. 18, do certify the bearer, Michael Moor, that he 
lias gone through the rules and obligations of a brother defender ; and at his 
request he desires to be discharged that he may join your body. 

Given under our hands, at Dumbanagher, this 24th day of April, 1789. 

Edward Bradley, 
Owen Bradley, 
Patrick Lees, 
Daniel M'GovsRAir, See. 

N. B. Michael Moor's certificate was signed by fifty-one members in add?- 
ttQn to th« above, who wve pr«6«nt, and members of Lodge 18. 
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nation. The fruition of recently acquired possessions is evei^ 
lieener than the enjoyment of those, which have attended us 
from the cradle. The late civil advantages, which had been 
acquired either by assertion or concession were firm steps to 
the Irish to ascend to the perfect level of that constitutional 
freedom, which was the boast of Great Britain, but from which 
it siill appeared her policy to exclude her sister kingdom. 1 he 
most complete legislative independence, that could either be 
demanded or admitted, never would destroy the subordination 
of the Irish cabinet and administration. Hence the baneful 
source of Irish infelicity, and the imperious necessity of an 
incorporate union, in order to eradicate every fibre, from which 
the most puny sucker of that deleterious system could revive. 
Notwithstanding all the declarations, repeals, and renunciations 
on our part, it was physically impossible, that Great Britain 
should ever have considered the independence of the two king- 
doms as perfectly reciprocal ; and it appears, that in proportion 
to the efforts of Ireland to establish that reciprocity, was the 
jealous preponderance of Great Britain exerted to defeat it. 
LiOrd Buckingham's administration was an eventful sera in the 
latter history of Ireland. The declaration of American inde- 
pendence, and its successful progress to stability, had not a 
little contributed to that stupendous revolution of France, which 
had hitherto exhibited a fair and plausible appearance to most 
lovers of civil freedom : Jthese examples stimulated the youthful 
vigour of regenerated Ireland to perfect their work, which they 
considered as left undone, whilst Great Britain enjoyed a con- 
stitutional advantage, of which Ireland was bereft. The 
contest between the Marquis of Buckingham and the parlia- 
ment had disjointed and loosened the pre-existing parties, and 
the recovery of the sovereign had hitherto only brought back 
to their ranks those, who openly professed to give their services 
for pay. A more numerous and formidable opposition had 
arisen out of the question upon the regency, than the castle ever 
more expected to experience. The nation was generally with 
the minority, which comprised all the great popular interests 
of the kingdom: a race was run between those, who commanded 
any means of strengthening their respective parties both in and 
out of parliament: on one side patronage and influence were« 
extended through the revenue, through the police and every 
other conduit, which was connected with the castle : on the 
other side the spirit of 1782 was revived in the volunteer 
corps, the Whig club encouraged, and the unpopularity of the 
late administration exhibited through the nation in the liveliest 
colours. 

Though the Earl of Westmoreland succeeded the Marquis 
•f Buckingham in the goveminent of Ireland, yet it was ob- 
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Served by several of the opposition members, that it was but a 
continuance of the former administration, under a less nnpopu* 
lar head :* the secretary and most other servants of the crown 
were continued in office. He met the parliament on the 2l8t 
of January, 1790, and his speech turned merely on the common 
topics. The whole of this session was but a series of fruitless 
contests for the great points, which the patriots contended they 
were entitled to by the constitution, and had pledged themselves 
to their country to persevere in pressing upon the government, 
until the}' should be granted. 

On the second day of the session, as the address Wad moved 
for, f Mr. Grattan, though he did not mean to oppose the ad« 
dress, felt it incumbent upon him to avail himself of the earliest 
opportunity in the session to mark his disapprobation of the 
measures of the late administration, and to prove to the full 
conviction of that house, that they had been ill governed. He 
then went into a detail of those grievances, which the country 
had to lay at the door of the Marquis of Buckingham : he first 
touched on the increase of the pension list,]: and then of the 

* So Major Doyle expressed bimselC 10 Ptfrl. Deb. p. 333. " The same 
" roeattures were continued by the present viceroy, as if some malicious 
" device had shot into him the spirit of his departed predecessor, and that thtt 
*■ castle of Dublin was only the reflected shadows of the palace of Stowe." 

1 10 Pari. Deb. p. 7. 

f This being* mere matter of account, I extract it from the pi4>er8 laid 
berore parliament. Append, to the 13th vol. Joum. Com. p. 271. 

A iUt of all Peruiotu placed on the Civil E*tahli»hmenf during the Period 4^ 
the Manjuit of Buckin^banC* Administration, v)ith an account of the totaC 
Amount tbere^, 
Fitzherbert Richards, Esq. .....•• 4()q 

James Cavendish, Esq. -----. \^ 

Harriet Cavendish .--,--- . . \^ 

liionel, I^ord Viscount Stransfford «... j^/qq 

. Robert Thornton, Esq. --.-,- . , 200 

Right Honourable Thomas Orde .... \yqq 

D\uce of Gloucester --- .*--. . 4000 
Georgina, Viscountess Boyne ..... ^qq 

Lady Catherine Marlay ...... 30Q 

Honourable Rose Browne .... .... 300 

Walter Taylor - - - - - . . 30O 

Francis D'lvemois -.--...- .. 300 
David Jebb, Esq, ...... 300 

Lady Catherine Toole 200 

Thomas Coughlan, additional • ..... 2OO 

WUliam, Viscount Chetwynd, additional 20O 

Charles, Viscoant Ranelagh, and Saiidi, Viscountess Ranelagh, his wife, and 

survivor ----- . - 400 

Lucia Agar, Viscountess Clifden, and Emily Anne Agar her daughter, and 

survivor ... - - - - 300 

Sir Henry Mannix, Bart. 500 

Sir Richard Johnstone, Bart, and William Johnstone, £iq. his ion, and survi- 
vor -...-.•• 80O 
Sarah Hemon • - ... 70 

vol. III. X k 
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cncreased expencc in the ordnance department, the latter of 
which he made amount to 1500/. besides 600/. pension to an 
officer* on the staff. Then after having amplified in detail 

Elizabeth Hetnon ....«• 70 

^enry I.oftiis, Esq. ----- --- -' 300 

Diana Loftiis ..- .. 300 

William ColvUle, Esq - 600 

13,040 

* When he came to reflect on the extent of official abuses, which the Mar- 
quis of Buckingham undertook to reform and correct, great praise must be 
given to the resolution of any man, that would undertake the invidious thougbi 
necessary fimction. Mr. Corry, whom he appointed surveyor of the ordnance, 
gave the following deti.iJ of his lordship's conduct in the outset of bis refbrma- 
tirm of that department, 10 Pari. Deb. p. 230. The first the public knew of 
the faults of the officers of tlie ordnaiice boards was the taking possession of 
their offices ; but how different was this appearance from the i-eal fact ? It is 
customary for the ordnar.ce board on the arrival of a new lord lieutenant, to 
make to him a return of the stores and ammunition in the arsenals and maga« 
zines of the kinj^om. This return had been made to Lord Buckingham when 
he was first here lord lieutenant in 17^2 ; a like return was made to him upon 
his second coming. Lord Buckingham was too much in the habit of examin- 
ing papers, not to observe by the difference between those two returns, that 
come exti'aordinal^ peculation must have taken place ; this ^as enough to 
direct his attention to the subject ; but so far from proceeding with precipita- 
tion, he examined a variety of papers, which took up a great part of his time^ 
from Januaiv to August, and having fVilly discovered the peculation, he wrote 
a letter to the persons concerned, desiring them to call a board, .and, if pos- 
jfeible, explain and justify their conduct. They did call a board, and tJius their 
guilt being fully proved, Lord Buckingham, well knowing the scene of for- 
gery that was then acting, like a vise and vigorous minded man, took, as it 
were bv stni m, the difl'erent offices ; if he had not, his fame would indeed be 
gibbeted, and not as now, without foundation. Within twelve hours from the 
time Lord Buckingham took possession of the ordnance office^an attempt was 
made to rob it. 

It was natural, after the discover)' of peculation, to examine whether there 
was any radical defect in the C(»nstitution of the derartment ; it was found 
there was none, it was established in wisdom. What then was to be done ? 
Not to alter the constitution of the department, but to put men of character 
and responsibility into the several offices. 

As to the nobleman at the liead of the ordnance, the slightest glance of suspi. 
cion never fell upon him, his ill health made him so frequently absent, that it 
was impossible for him to scrutinize as Lord Buckingham did. The great 
misfortune of the office was, that several officers were absent, and tJiose who 
attended m general, were under the c(*ntrol of the person who was chiefly 
guilty. Of that person, who in private life was a man extremely amiable, 
who has expiated his crime with his life, and to whom, if we cannot extend 
pardon, yet we cannot refuse pity, I would not spcuk at all, if not compelled; 
but being called upon, I must speak as truth demands and justice requires. 
Tliat person came from Woolwich a private artificer, he was made a surveyor 
of the ordnance, with a salary of • • - ^ . 450/. 
Fair perquisites - - - , i^q 

Cc.niptroilerof the elaboratorj - ' - 150 

For a clerk ,..«. -., . 40 

790 
Yet he was not satisfied with this, but threatened he would go back t» 
Englandi to prevent which h« was made a commissioner of barracks, 400/. 
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upon every act of the late viceroy, he summed up his charge* 
in the following impressive manner.* " Such has been the 
** conduct of your reformer. This was the man ; you re- 
" member his entry into the capital, trampling on the hearse of 
" the Duke of Rutland, and seated in a triumphal car, drawn 
*' by public credulity ; on one side fallacious hope, and on the 
*' other many-mouthed profession ; a figure with two faces, one 
*' turned to the treasury, and the other presented to the peo- 
'* pie ; and with a double tongue, speaking contradictory lan- 
" guages. 

" This minister alights ; justice looks up to him with empty 
*' hopes, and peculation faints with idle alarms ; he finds the 
" city a prey to an unconstitutional police ; he continues it ; he 
" finds the country overburthened with a shameful pension list ; 
" he increases it ; he finds the House of Commons swarming 
" with placemen ; he multiplies them; he finds the salary of the 
*' secretary increase to prevent a pension ; he grants a pension; 
*' he finds the kingdom drained by absentee employments, and by 
** compensations to buy them home ; he gives the best reversion 
" in the country to an absentee, his brother ! He finds the go** 
*' vernment at different times had disgraced itself by creating 
*' sinecures, to gratify corrupt affection ; he makes two com- 
** ftiissioners of the rolls, and gives one of them to another bro- 
*' ther ; he finds the second council to the commissioners put 
** down because useless ; he revives it ; he finds jhe boards of 
" accounts and stamps annexed by public compact ; he divides 
" them ; he finds the boards of customs and excise united by 
" public compact; he divides them ; he finds three resolutions; 
'* declaring, that seven commissioners are sufficient ; he makes 
" nine ; he finds the country has suffered by some peculations in the 
*' ordnance ; he increases the salaries of offices, and gives the places 
*' to members ; to members of parliament." 

The next attack upon the minister was made on the 1st of 
February, when Mr. Grattan, after having desired several re- 
solutions to be read from the Journals once more, went over his 
old ground, and in a stupendous stream of oratoryf arraigned 

Now as to the peculation, instead of 6 or 8000/. look at tlie documents and 
you will see, that in the space of time, wliich Lord BiickiiHifliam examined, 
about ten years, the dtrfalcation on miisquets and bayonets was upwards of 
20,000/. In the article of p^impowder is.sued, but not accoimted for, 9000/. 
def;Ucation in g-unpowdcr 26,000/. The excess of the profit on i^unpowdcr in 
four years, bout^ht from In*;h manufactures, over what it mi^t^ht be boug-ht for 
from Kn^lish, 17,0W/. Besides these discoveries Lord Buckln.'^hara has discover* 
el how 830J a year may, aiul wiil in future be s'lved to the nation in the issue 
of powder to the several rec^'iments : yet these are thi:igs that gentlemen 
affect to make light of, and blame Lord Buckingham, where he had so 
much n«erit. 

• 10 Pari DJ). p. 15. 

t I*^ speakin;^ of. t!ie undue influence of the crown, and the non-respon- 
sibility cCthe Irish minister, he tlius expressed himself (10 Pari. Deb. p. 61) 
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the whcile system of the late administration, so stedfastly sup- 
ported by the present* He then moved, " That the resolutions 
" of this house against increasing the number of the commis- 
** sioners of the revenue and dividing of the boards, be laid be- 

" The advocates for undue influence, who have appeared in England, have 

*' admitted it to be a defect, but a defect that would mix with the constitution c 

•* the ministers of Ireland have made that defect the only engine of tlieir go- 

'* vemment; our ministers have picked up from the British constitution no- 

•• thing but the most corrupt part of her practice, and that they have carried 

" into the most daring excesses. No constitutional bills to heal: no popular 

** bills to pacify. The currciK:y, the pure poison unmixed, unquenched, 

** unqualified ; or if qualified, tempered only witli revenge. On this principle 

" •lid the ministers take into their venal and vindictive hand tlie table of pro- 

'* scriptinns, on this principle did they remove, not because the place was un- 

" necessary i they have made unnecessary offices ; on tiiis principle did they 

** deprive, not because the pension list was overburtliened ; they have aug- 

" roented tliat list, but because the placemen so removed and the |)ens!oner 

*' so deprived had voted against the will of the minister, in questions wherein* 

** that minister was pronounce<^l to be unconstiiiitional, and convicted to be 

** corrupt. On the same principle did the ministry try the paltrj- arts of di- 

'* vision, holding out the aristocracy to the people, ^ the old accomplice of 

** the ministers, and to the country gentlemen, as the monopolizers of emolu- 

•* ments, as if by the spoil of the aristocracy the minister could bribe away the 

«* independency of the country gentlemen, and rob the people of that small* 

** but respectable support, and sink that body into tJie herd of the castle. On 

'* the same principle did the minister attack the dignity of the peerage, 

*' by the sale of honours, and the dignity of this house, by the application 

** of the money to purchase for the servants of the castle seats in the 

** assembly of the people. On the same principle did they attack the pu- 

** rity of this House, by the multiplication of office, and division of estab- 

«« lishment. 

** I will not say the ministers went into the open sti*eet with cockades 

<• in their hats, and drums in their hands ; but I do say they were as public, 
(f 

tt 

" head. 

*< Such has been their practice, and such practice has been defended ! 
"Merciful Heaven, defended! We have bten taught to believe the Irish 
'*. viceroy is not tp be affected in his situation by the sense of the people of 
'* this country. 

<* Here you will stop to consider and demand why all tliis ? Why this at- 
•* tack on Ireland ? The minister will tell you what caused, but 1 will tell you 
'* what contributed. It was impunity, impunity. You have no adequate re- 
" sponsibility in Ireland, and politicians laugh at the sword of justice, which 
" falls short of their heads, and only precipitates on their reputations. Sir, 
f* this has never yet exercfsed herself in the way of vindictii-e justice, in the 
" case of Strafford, she was but an humble assistant, and yet m this country 
** we have had victims, the aristocracy at difierent times has been a victim, 
•* the whol^ people of Ireland for almost art entire century were a victim ; but 
'* ministers in all the criminal successions. ...here is a chasm, a blank in your 
" history. Sir, you have in Ireland no axe, therefore no good minister. Sir, 
" it is the misfortune of this country, that the principles of her constitution 
" have not yet become entirely the maxims of all those, who take the lead in 
" her government. They have no public mind, their maxims are provincial, 
'' and this misconception of our situation is not a little assisted by a prudent 
" sense of their own interest. They know that Ireland does not punish : they 
'* see that the British court does reward. This will explain why the Irish 
ff eourt prefers a stroi\g corrupt government to a ^oud souJid constitution.*' 



and had as openly broken terms with decorum, as if they had so open- 
ly paraded in College Green, with their business lettered on tlieit tore- 
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^ fore his majesty, with an humble address, that his majesty 
*' will be graciously pleased to order to be laid before us the 
** particulars of the representations in consequence of which tw# 
^^ new commissioners of the customs had been added, notwith- 
^' standing the resolutions of this house ; and also that his raa- 
^* jesty will be graciously pleased to communicate to his faithful 
^^ commons, the names of the persons concerned in recommend- 
** ing that measure.'* 

Mr. ConoUy seconded the motion, and indignantly confessed 
he was ashamed of himself, when he saw his name inroUed in an 
assembly, that could first censure, and then support the Marquis 
of Buckinghaip ; and if he could judge by the complexion of the 
house, was still determined to sanction his proceedings: he 
remarked, that the two additional commissioners were not only 
added to the original number, in despite of the resolutions of 
that house, but they were added for the purposes of corruption^ 
coercion, and revenge. 

The motion was vehemently opposed by Mr. John Beresford, 
the head commissioner of the customs,and more ably by Sir Her* 
cules Langrishe,^ who had been longer employed in the collec« 

•This gentleman in the course of his argument palliated though he did not 
deny the substance of tlie charges made by the opposition. He spoke a very 
intelligible language. " As to the occasionaTezpences of the present time, 
" as particularly alluded to, I shall only saVf I hope I ne^'er was either the 
** preceptor or pupil of corruption, nof the advocate of prodigalfty. I am sure 
" I never shared in the one in order to practise or palliate the other ; yet with 
** every conviction on my mind of the duty of government to observe (economy, 
** 1 must say, that critical occasions sometimes occur, in which the most pure 
'* and perfect minister can scarcely adhere to it. I am afraid that the recoU 
** lection of those who hear me cannot furnish an instance of strong dissensions 
•* between the crown and the parliament, in which, through the progress of 
** accommodation, some public expence has not been incurred. These ideas 
** may not, perhaps, be justified on abstract reasoning : but from the nature 
" and habits of man, the fact is unavoidable; and if it be unavoidable, I think 
" it is pardonable ; and I believe it is unavoidable, because it never was 
** avoided. No ! whilst human affairs are administered by human creatures, 
'* human passions will interpose, and the governors and governed will act un- 
" der their impulse ; but it is the purpose and the principle, the motive and 
" the magnitude that decide the venality of the' action, and that a critical emer- 
" gency may vindicate occasional expence fn>m systematical prodigality. I 
" know very well nothing can justify corruption ; the constitution that recog- 
" nizes influence in the crown, rejects corruption, and though I admit tJiat in- 
V fluence may appear, I utterly aeny that corruption does. I appeal to the 
" experience of some years, if, on great and interesting occasions, there has 
'* ever been wanting a sufficient share of public virtue to assert tlie rights and 
" maintain the interests of this country; neither do I think it very prudent to 
** suggest contrary notions to the people, whose peace and prosperity depend 
*' on tneir obedience to the laws they have inade. They will nut be fond to 
•* drink of the stream, if you tell them the source, from which it flows is cor- 
" rupted; suffer them to foel thattlicy are happy, that they are free, that they 
" are masters of their property, and secure in their persons, and that it is un- 
^ necessary for them to feel the parallel or follow the example of a neighbour- 
^' ing people that has been referred to ; a people, who have been long bending 
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tjon of the revenue^ than any other member of that house. He 
entered into an elaborate disquisition of the origin, nature, union, 
and division of the boards of excise and customs, and limitation 
of the number of commissioners under different statutes, and 
strongly contended for the total dissimilarity between the pe- 
riods of 1771 and 1790. The Attorney General and some few 
other, members also opposed the motion. The debate was car- 
ried on with great violence till towards two oVlock in the morn- 
ing, when upon a division there appeared 80 for and 135 against 
the motion. 

The next effort of the opposition was Mr. Curran's motion, 
*' That an humble address should be presented to his majesty, 
*' priiying that he would order to be laid before that house, the 
*' particulars of the causes, consideration, and representations, 
*^ in consequence of which the boards of stamps and accounts 
** had been divided, with an increase of salary to the officers ; 
*' also, that he would be graciously pleased to communicate to 
" that house the names of the persons who recommended that 
*' measure." 

He prefaced his motion with a speech of much point and abi- 
lity'. The board of accounts had been instituted in Lord Towns- 
hend's administration ; it came forward in a manner rather in- 
auspicious, it was questioned in parliament, and was decided in 
the house by the majority of the five members who had receiv- 
ed places under it ; bom in corruption, it could only succeed by 
venality ! It continued an useless board, until the granting of 
the stamp duties in Lord Harcourt's time ; the management of 
the stamps was then committed to it, and a solemn compact 
was made, that the taxes should not be jobbed, but that both 
departments should be executed by one board ; so it continued, 
till it was thought necessary to encrease the salaries of the com- 
missioners in the Marquis of Buckingham's famous administra- 
tion, but then nothing was holden sacred. 

He brought forward that motion, not as a question of finance, 
not as a question of regulation, but as a penal enquiry, and the 
people would now see, whether they were to hope for help with- 
in these walls. He rose in air assembly of three hundred per- 
sons, one hundred of whom had places or pensions; in an as- 
sembly, one-third of whom had their ears sealed against the 

•' under sla^Tiy and oppression, and are now eng^ap^ed in ahold effort to obtain 
'* what they peaceably and perfectly enjoy already. They contended for equs^l 
** laws and ascertained rig-lits; they had them. They fought for liberty ; they 
•' enjoyed it; and long might they enjoy that first of human blessings, unim- 
*' paired by power on one hand, and undisturbed by groundless suspicions ori 
** the other; and long mijrht the parental vigilance of the right honourable 
'* member superintend and protect it; let his constitutional jealousy be ever 
5* awake, let it be scrupulous, but let it be tcmper^^te, let it be severe, but let 
•' it be practicable." 
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complaints of the people, and their eyes intently turned to their 
own interest ; he rose before the whisperers of the treasury, the 
bargainers and the runners of the castle : he addressed an au« 
dience, before whom was holden forth the doctrine, that the 
crown ought to* use its influence on the members of that house. 

He rose to try when the sluices of corruption had been let 
loose upon them, whether thiere were any means left to stem 
that torrent* 

The debate broke out into great intemperance from both 
sides: the division upon the motion was 81 in support, and 141 
against it«^ 

Whatever may have been the merits or demerits of the police 
bill, certain it is, that it was most vehemently supported and 
opposed by the contending parties, with more than ordinary 
expressions and means of recommendation and reprobation. In 
order to give more sanction to the measure, his majesty was 
advised to mark his personal approbation of their efforts to up- 
hold and improve that system of policy, in his answerf to the 
address of the commons, selecting as it were this alone out of 
several objects comprised in the address. 

|On the 11th of February, a fresh attack Tj^as made upon the 
ministry, who acted during the whole session upon the defen- 
sive. Mr. Forbes called the attention of the house to some 
particular branches of the public expenditure, in order to pre- 
pare the minds of gentlemen for the consideration of the two 

* In the course of this debate, a ministerial member (Mr. Moore) had made 
and repeated his declaration! that ag^ainst a desperate party, combined to seize 
the crown, he, if he were a member, would think himself justified in employ- 
ing ail the inftuence of the crown, for the crown's protection. But the attor- 
ney general thought it prudent to rebut the imputation made at bis concur- 
rence in this opinion. 10 Pa^. Deb. p. 123. " Sir, said he, I never did insi- 
•* nuate in any way that we should obtain majorities by corruption : such asen- 
•* timent never entered into my mind. I trust, 8ir, that on my own account, I need 
" not make this declaration ; to those who know me, it is unnecessary ; but I 
" thinly it necessary to explain, that no such declaration was made on the part 
" of government, otherwise I know, that it would be put into the newspapers, 
•' and be industriously propagated through the country, that government bad 
" bi-oaciied such doctrines, doctrines, which I believe, the gentlemen with 
" whom I act, reject and abhor." 

t 10 Par. Deb. p. 135. 

The KiNc*s Answer to the Address of the House of Commons. 

"GsoRGfe R. 

" His majesty has received with great satisfaction, the dutiful 
^ and loyal address of his faithful commons ; the assurances of their attach- 
** oient to his majesty's person, family and government, and the disposition 
'• which they express to provide for the exigencies of the public service, and 
" to uphold and improve that system of policy, which has been attended with 
*' such beneficial consequences to his majesty's faithful subjects in Ireland^ 
" are highly pleasing to his majesty. 

« C. R." 
1 10 Par. Deb. p. 190. 
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measures, a place bill and a pension bill, which he proposed t9 
introduce in the course of some few days. He then expatiated 
at large upon every topic that had been agitated during the 
course of the session, and concluded with the following motion. 
*^ That an humble address be presented to his majesty, stating, 
^^ that having taken into our consideration the income and e£k 
" penditurc of the nation, we find ourselves, obliged to lay be- 
^^ tor. him certain abuses nnd misapplications of a considerable 
** portion of the public revenues ; that the list of petisions on the 
** 21st of January, 1789, appears to have increased to the sura 
*' of 101,000/. exclusive of the military pensions, which amount 
** to 6,500/. a sum nearly equal to half the charges of the civil 
^^ establishment ; that the pensions placed on the civil and mili- 
** tary establishments since the 24.th of February, 1784, exclu- 
•* -sive of those granted in lieu or exchange of former pensions, 

* amounted to 20,800/. ; 12,313/. of which have been placed on 
^^ the establishment since December, 1787; that the amount of 
*^ pensions on the civil establishment has increased since the 
" 25th of March, 1784, in the sum of 16,000/. ; that many of 
*^ those pensions have been granted to members t>f this house, 
** during the pleasure of the crown, in violation of the princi- 
** pies of the constitution, and honour of the House of Com* 
•* mons J that a number of new and additional salaries, in 
" the nature of pensions, had of late been annexed, not only to 
•* old offices, which had become obsolete and useless, but also to 
•* lesser offices, mostly sinecure, or hitherto considered of so in- 
*^ significant a nature, as to entitle the holders of such pffices to 
*^ very small salaries ; that an addition of 300/. per annum, haa 
•* been lately granted to the salary of the customer of Kinsale, to 

* commence from the 29th of September, 1 789 ; and a further 
•* addition of 200/. payable on a contingency, both for the life 
•* of the present possessor ; an office which has been for years 
" considered as useless and obsolete, to which no duty whatso- 
•* ever is annexed, nor any attendance required ; that an addi- 
•* tipn of 400/. per annum has been lately granted to the salary 
" of comptroller of the pipe, though 53/. 10*. has for years beea 
** considered as an adequate compensation for the discharge of 
" the duties of that office. That an addition of 150/. per an- 
** num has also been lately granted to the barrack-master of 
^ Dublin. That the persons to whom those additional salaries 
" have been granted, are all members of this house. Humbly 
*' beseeching his majesty graciously to interpose, to restrain the 
** progress of a system of expence, which must soon induce a 
•* necessity of resorting to new loans, and of imposing new 

* taxes." 

The motion was seconded by Mr. ConoUy. Each debate 
grew warmer than the preceding. Many coarse personalities' 
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were substituted for argument. The opposition not only up- 
braided the gentlemen of the treasury benches with being bought 
and hired to vote against their own convictions and the welfare 
of their country, but they taunted them, with the want of abili- 
ty and talent, as well as of honour and honesty. This was 
highly resented by the attorney-general, who strongly charged 
his opponents with imperious turbulence, and overbearing, for 
no other purpose than to attain that power, which they could 
not behold enjoyed by others without envy. To which Mr» 
Forbes replied : he said, that he was not ashamed to declare, 
that he preferred the man, who contended for power rather than 
place ; ^e was not ashamed to confess, that he wished for and 
ambitioned the possession of power, which might enable him 
and his friends to effectuate beneficial measures for the country, 
and obtain a pension, place, and a responsibility bill, and other 
salutary measures, in support of which, gentlemen, with whom 
he had the honour of co-operating, had publicly and solemnly 
pledged themselves. He said, he should ever prefer men who 
contended for such a. power of serving their country, to a set of 
men who, regardless of principles, characters, and measures, 
were the indiscriminate supporters of any and every descrip- 
tion of men, whom an unforeseen occurrence of circumstances, 
the confusion of times, or the coalition of parties, might enable 
to take possession of the government. 

^ On this occasion the opposition encreased : there being 
upon the division 92 for the address, against 136, that opposed 
it. 

* In the course of this debate, Mr. Monk Mason in defending the pension, 
given to Mr. Orde as an usual tiling, undeftook to prove to the house, by an 
historical detail of the secretar)'slups, that so far from such grants being un- 
precedented, he should clearly prove to the bouse, that with toe single excep- 
tion of Mr. Fitzherbert, (that amiable man, whose departure from this coun- 
try they all regretted) the secretary of every permanent admi|iistration, for 
th^e last forty years, had been invariably rewarded for his services in that 
station, at the expence of that kingdom : he had no doubt, that the practice 
was of more ancient date, but sliould confine himself to that period, which had 
fallen within his own experience. 

He should therefore begin with the year 1749, in the administration of Lord 
Harrington, whose secrc^tai^, Mr. Weston, obtained as his reward, the office 
of ainager, for a term of years. 

M;*. Weston was succeeded by Lord George Sackville, the son and secreta- 
ry of the Duke of Dorset, who was appointed clerk of the council. 

Lord George was succeeded by General Conway, the late clerk of the ha- 
naper. 

General Conway was succeeded by Mr. Rigby, the late roaster of the rolls. 

Mr. Rigby was succeeded by Mr. Gerard Hamilton, whose office of chan- 
r.cllor of the exchequer, they had purchased from him, at the e;Kpence of a 
{lension of 2,500/. a year for a number of lives. 

Mr. Hamilton was succeeded by Lord Beauchamp, who, if he were not 
misinformed, derived some considerable emoluments from that countryt though 
not in his own name. 

I 
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No character of an individual' ever was more material to the 
interests of a kingdom, than that of Mr. Grattan to those of 
Ireland. Of the unrivalled powers of his mind, there never 
were two opinions. If these sheets have fairly (though faintly) 
recorded his exertions in favour of his countrj', up to the year 
1782, it is presumed, that the judgment of the whole British 
empire upon his public conduct up to that period, will be in 
strict unison with that of his country, which then rewarded his 
fidelity and talents with a patriotic donation of 50,000/. From 
that great epoch in Irish history, no character has ever been 
more variously represented than that of Mr. Grattan. A man 
covered with the most honourable trophies of a grateful country, 
must in the jarring conflicts of political convulsions stand expo- 
sed to the shafts of ambition, fear, jealousy, envy and revenge. 
The spirit of party rose to an unprecedented height under Lord 
Buckingham's administration, and Mr. Grattan. uniformly 
opposed the principles and measures of that system. One part 
of the nation supported and looked up to him with enthusiasm 

Lord Beauchamp was succeeded by Lord Frederick Campbell, a nobleman 
of too high rank to desire any reward from that country, for the short time he 
fesided in it ; but his successor under the same administration (Lord Macart- 
ney) was rewarded for his services, by the government of tlie Castle of Tooro, 
with a salary of 1500/. a year. 

Lord Macartney was succeeded by the right honourable gentleman on the 
second bench, who derived some advantages from his services in that station ; 
though perhaps, not adequate either to his own merit, or Mr. Mason's good 
wishes. 

The right honourable gentleman was succeeded by Sir Richard Heron« 
who held an employment in the port of Cork, worth 800/. a year. 

From the time of Lord Buckinghamshire, till the arrival of the Duke of 
RuUand, the government of that country was continually changing ; their 
•ecretaries w ere merely birds of passage ; but Mr. Orde, who obtained the 
pension in question, as a reward for his services, which he well desei^ed, 
resided in tnat kingdom for three years, in times of difficulty and confusion ^ 
devoting the whole of his attention, and even sacrificing his health, to an 
anxious desire, not only of promoting Uie present welfare of that country, 
but that of the rising generation also. 

A very short, but sin^pilarly emphatical speech of Mr. O'Neil in this debate 
ought not to pass unnoticed. '* 10 Par. Deb. p. 210. He thought it wholly 
'* unnecessary for gentlemen on the otlier side, to adduce a sinj^e argument 
** upon any question, while they had an omnipotent number of 140 to support 
** t1)em. On the subject of influence, tlie denial of it, he said, was ridiculous, 
'* as there was not a lady then sitting at tea in Dublin, who, if she were told 
** that there were 120 men in that house, composed of placemen and pensioners, 
*' would not be able to say how the question wmild be decided, as well as 
" the tellers on the division. He said the very first act in every session of 
** parliament, whicli was tlie bill of supply, went to raise the interest for a 
" million and a half of money for ministers to divide amongst themselves. I 
*' do say, and I say it prophetically," continued he, ** that the people will 
•^ resist it. The niembei>9 of tiiis house bear but a small proportion to tlie 
'* people at large. Thei*e are gentlemen outside tl^ose doors, of as good 
" education and of as much judgment of the relative duties of representation, 
" as any man within doors, and matters are evidently sipening,aud will shortly 
*' come to a crisis." 
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as the grateful and faithful servant, the true friend and ablest 
advocate of his country* The other part (the less numerous 
and the more opulent) considered and represented him as a 
factious ingrate, a secret and dangerous enemy, and litde short 
of an avowed traitor to his king and country* As he headed 
the most determined opposition ever made against the Irish 
government, his conduct has been scrutinized with censorious 
scrupulosity* He was the founder and promoter of the Whig 
Club of Ireland: and from fiis proposal, did the members pledge 
themselves to each other, not to accept offices r.nder any admi- 
nistration, that would not support, until they obtained for the 
people, a pension bill, a place bill, a responsibility bill, and a bill 
to prevent the revenue officers from voting at elections* In 
this debate upon Mr. Forbes's motion, Mr* Grattan in reply to 
some observations made from the treasury bench on the subject 
of party, distinctly disclosed the objects, which he and his friends 
professed to have in view.* 

* 10 Par. Deb. p. 216. We hav^ been called, said he, the tail of a British 
faction ; by whom I By those, or the foUoOl'ers of those, who owe their Li\'eli- 
hood, or their first elevation to what they call that British faction : by those 
who have received 1, 2, or 3000/. a year from that British faction; whose nu* 
merous families have been fed by that British faction ; or whose introduction 
into political life was first due, and the consequences, tlierefore, in some 
degKe, to be attributed to that British faction. There i^ not one ^^otleman 
in the present Irish administration who is really confidential, that is not boun- 
den by the closet relationship or the gpneatest political pecuniaiy obligations to 
that British faction ; nor is there any one of them or of those, who act under 
them, that would not be tJie humble servant of that British faction, if the keys 
of the treasury were once more in tlieir hands ; nor is there any one of tliem» 
who would nut, and does not now, for his private interest, personally and 
privately court that British faction. When such men revile tiiAt body, ai^d 
instigate their frieiKls, and followers and retainers, to revile that body, such 
men do not acquit themselves of the charge of party, but convict themselves 
of the basest ingratitude and vilest adulation ; they prove themselves willing 
to offer their wretched incense to whomsoever shall be in power; to those from 
whom they now receive wages, and tlierefoTe fawn on, at the expence of those» 
from whom they did receive wagfes, from whom they are ready to receive 
wages, but from whom, at this pai*ticular moment, they receive wages no 
longer ; and therefore such men are not above party, but so very mercenary 
and menial as to be below faction. Just so, tlic coachman who drives the minis- 
ter ; he serves scci*etary after secretary, he is handed down from master to 
master, and he enquires not into the principles of any, but receives wag^s from 
all; and liis justification is, that he is a servant: but-sliould he, servant as he 
IS, like some of you, revile these n^asiers who have paid hufn« tlien he would 
be a faithless hireling, and not an honest servant. 

Sir, I will tell gentlemen, what description of party is beneficial; a party 
united on public principle, by the bond of certain specific public measures, 
which measures cannot be carried by iudividuait, and can only succeed by 
party. 

I will state some of ours, a pension bill, a place bill, a repeal of the present 
Dublin police bill, a responsibihty bill, that is, a bill requiring tlie aots of the 
executive power to be signed by certain officers resident in Ireland, who shall 
be with their lives and fortunes, res|x>Asible to this kingdom in the measures 
and cxpenccs of goreriiment ; abo a bill la preserve the fx'eedom of clecttois^ 
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The next plan of attack fell to the lot of Mr. George Pon- 
sonby, who after he had gone over the old course of popular 
grievances, finished with this observation, that as they had 
declared from the opposite benches, that they would avow and 
defend every measure of Lord Buckingham, there was little 
hope of his succeeding in his motion, though he had observed 
that the transcendant abilities of Mr. Grattan had, on the last 
debate, encreased the number of those, who voted on their 
side of the house* His motion was : To represent to his ma- 
^^ jesty, that his figiithful commons having taken into considera- 
^' tion the growth of public expence in the last year, could 
*' not but observe many new and encreased salaries, annexed 
'^ to offices granted to members of diis house, no fewer in num- 
^' ber than fourteen ; that so rapid an increase of places, to- 
^^ gether with the number of additional pensions, could not but 
'^ alarm the house ; and though they never could entertain a 
'^ doubt of his majesty's affection and regard for his loyal king- 
** dom of Ireland, yet they feared, that his majesty's servants 
*' might, by misinformation, so far have al^used his majesty's 
^^ confidence, as to have advised such measures for the purpose 
** of increasing influence*" 

Mr. Grattan seconded the ^notion; which after a warm 
debate till one o'clock was negatived by a majority of 146, 
against 87. 

by disqaalifyinji^ revenue officers ; and further a total demolition of the new 
charges created by the Marquis of Buckingham. These are some of the 
measures which we, if we should have power, are pledged to the public to carry 
into specific execution. I read tliem the rather, because litera tcripta manet, 
the public hears and will record. 

These are some of our measures : I now turn to administration, and call 
upon them to state their measures ; what bllls^ for the public good ? State 
them ; come forth ; I pause to give them time to consider. Well, what are 
tliey ? Not one public, constitutional, or wise regulation, there they sit under, 
the public eye; a blank, gutted, excavated, and eviscerated of any one single, 
constitutional, or ceconomic bill, principle or project for the. good of tlie com- 
munity. 

Sir, I will give these gentlemen of administration, on this topic of party, the 
^eatest advantagpe they can in their situation receive. I will draw a veil over 
the past, and forget the specific services which we have pei'formed, and those 
which we are pledged to perform for the good of the country. I will also 
for^t the injuries, >j^hich they and their abettors have at different times 
infiicted, ancf are this hour inflicting on the community ; let us start as 
it were anew, set name against name, and wc will beat tiiem down by cha- 
racter. 

I have submitted a description of a party which I conceive to be a public 
benefit. I will state to yon a description of a party which I conceive to be the 
public curse ; if party it can be called, which is worse than a faction, and 
nothing more than an impudent phalanx of political mercenaries, coming from 
theii* little respective offices to vote for their bribe and vapour for their cmarac- 
ler, who have neither the principles of patriotism, nor ambition, nor party, nor 
honour : who are governed not by deliberation, but disciplim; ; and licking the 
hands that feed, and worshipping the patron that briber them. Degraded 
men, disgraceful tribe ! When tliey vote for measuics, they are venal wheji 
such men talk against party, they are impudent. 
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Not only the actual opposition given to the syatem of govern* ' 
ment by Mr* Grattan was displeasing to them, but the perse* 
verance and powerful talents, with which he now kept up 2fL 
aggressive warfare, rendered him personally obnoxious in pro- 
portion as he became, formidable to his opponents. On no 
occasion during the session did he press the ministers mor^ 
closely, than on the 20th of February, when he opened upoii 
them a new battery, for which they had not been prepared* He 
rose unexpectedly in the house, and without any preface thus ac- 
costed the chair. 

*"SlR, 

** WE persist to combat the project to govern this country by 
^^ corruption. We have hitherto contended against thosfe parts 
*^ of the system, which proceeded to undermine the constitution, 
^^ without an apparent breach of the law, and therefore, might 
*^ impose on the public as a government by law ; such was the 
^^ addition of two unnecessary commissioners ; such were the 
^^ unnecessary salaries for four officers of the stamps: such were 
^^ the additional salaries to four officers of the ordnance ; such, 
^^ in short, the creation of fourteen new parliamentary places, 
^^ and of eight o( nine parliamentary pensions, in the course of 
^' less than twelve months. These measures import their own 
'^ criminality, and bespeak on the part of his majesty's minis- 
^ ters, a design to govern this country by sapping the founda- 
** tion of her liberty. They called upon us to disallow them, 
^^ they called upon us to withdraw our confidence from the 
" ministers by whom they were imposed ; but they went no 
" further. They did not appear to be accompanied with any 
^^ overt act, whereby the criminal designs of their authors could 
*' be substantiated by evidence enough to punish their persons ; 
** they were good reasons for dismissing the ministers for ever 
^^ from his majesty's councils, but not grounds for personal 
^^ punishment. 

^^ But there is another part of this project, wherein his ma- 
^' jesty's ministers have not only attempted to undermine the 
^^ constitution, but have actually broken the laws ; for that part 
^^ of the project, we conceive his majesty's ministers to be 
^^ impeachable. Sir, the sale of honours is an impeachable 
^^ offence ; the crime speaks itself. But to take the point out of 
<^ doubt, I will state to you a case ; the Duke of Buckingham, 
^^ in the reign of Charles I. was impeached on thirteen articles, 
" ^' and the ninth article was the sale of honours ; the very crime, 
^^ of which the ministers of Ireland have been guilty. He 
^^ was impeached for the sale of a peerage to Lord Roberts for 
" 10^000/. 

10 Par. Deb. p. 264* 
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^ The House of Commons in support of the impeachmeot^ 
'^ stated the heinousness of perverting the ancient and honoura- 
^ ble way of obtaining titles of honour. They urged the crime 
^ of taking away from the crown^ the fair and frugal way of 
^ rewarding great and deserving servants* They stated the 
^ crime of shuffling promiscuously and confusedly together^ 
^ those of inferior alloy, with those of the purest and most 
^ generous metal. They urged, that it was a prodigious 
*^ scandal to thb nation, and that for such offence, precedent 
^ there was none, and then they call for justice on the head 
^ of that man, who by making honour saleable, had rendered it 
** contemptible. 

^ But there is a circumstance in the offence of the Irish mi- 
^ nistry, which is not to be found in the case of the Duke of 
^ Buckingham ; they have applied the money arising from the 
^ sale to model the House of Commons ; this is another im- 
^* peachable offence ; that minister who sells the honours of 
^ one house to model the representation of the other, is im» 
^^ peachable for the last offence as well as the first ; he makes a 
^ wicked, and scandalous, and illegal use of the prerogative 
•* of the crown, in order to destroy the privileges of parliament. 
He makes the two houses of 'parliament auxiliary, not to sup- 
port, but to contaminate one another. Thus he is a conspira* 
^^ tor against the legislation ; attacking it in both houses of 
*^ parliament, and poisoning the two great sources of the law. 
^ But this practice corrupts also the dispensation of justice 
•* as well as the fountains of the law ; the sale of a peerage, 
•' is the sale of a judicial employment of the highest judicial 
** situation ; a situation, whose province it is to correct the 
^ errors of all other courts ; such a sale goes against the com* 
^^ mon law, and against the spirit of every statute made on the 
" subject. 

^ I say the present ministers of this countrj' cannot govern 
*^ Ireland, they cannot govern Ireland for England ; I do not 
** call corruption government, not the carrying a question at the 
'^ loss of their money and character. They have then pro- 
" cured for British government, neither character sufficient to 
'^ command respect, nor revenue sufficient to pay the establish- 
** ment ; but then they have gotten other strength, they have 
^^ gotten the support and good will of the nation. No, the loss 
** of the nation's good will is synonymous with the loss of repu- 
** tation. 

The independent country gentlemen never can support a 
** minister who practises extravagance and professes corruption ; 
^*' supporting such' a minister they would be country gendemen 
*^ no longer, they would be the servants of the castle out of 
*' livery. They must see and despise the pitiful policy of 
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^* buying the country gentlemen, by an o£Fer to wrap them up in 
^^ the old cast-clothes of the aristocracy. A clumsey covering 
^^ and a thin disguise, never the obgect of your rfespect, fre« 
*^ quently the subject of your derision ; the country gentleman 
^^ must recollect how seldom he can procure even an audience 
^^ from that bench, except when he artificially desert3 his 
^ cause and his country. Place him on his • native hills, and 
*^ he is a protection against the storm; transplant him to 
*^ the hot-bed of the castle, he degenerates and becomes a weed* 
^^ As to the aristocracy, I will not say you have alienated 
^^ every member of that body ; but I do say, you have alienated 
^^ as great, as respectable, and as formidable a part of that body, 
^ as ever stood in the phalanx of opposition; and you have not 
'^ only given them every personal provocation, but every public 
" topic, and every public provocation to raise on their side, the 
^^ interest, the feelings, and the voice of the community. You 
** have not, however, left yourselves without some part of the 
^ aristocracy of the country, but that part you have endeavoured 
^ to leave without any kind of reputation, by directing against 
the aristocracy of Ireland in general, the whisper of your 
castle, and the scurrility of your press, reducing all men to the 
** level of your own reputation^. Thus, the result of your 
" project has been to render British government in this country, 
^^ as feeble and contemptible, as the tendency of your project 
^^ is to render the Irish constitution corrupt and dependant. 
*' For the sake of both nations, therefore, we oppose it ; but 
" how defeat this project ? Certainly not by a plan of self-de-^ 
*^ fence. It is a maxim of war, that the body that is ever 
*^ attacked, and only defends, must finally be subdued, it is then 
^^ on a principle ol self-preservation, that we resort to the good 
'^ old method of impeachment. We have long disputed about 
*^ this pension and that place, until inch by inch we are driven 
*^ into our trenches by a victorious enemy. It is now necessary 
*^ to change our system of action, and to come forth with the 
" power of the constitution to punish the enemies thereof. We 
'' call this house, whose foundation the minister now undermines, 
^ to witness that we are compelled to this, and that these mea 
'* have, by a multiplication and repetition of plunder, prodi- 
*^ gality, corruption, insult, outrage and misdemeanours, brought 
*^ k>rth at last the reluctant justice of the nation.^ The great 
^* influences, which the philosopher tells you are necessary to 
^ bind together the moral system are wanting here. The in- 
*^ fluence of opinion, of future and sublunary punishment : the 
two first the minister disregards ; be it our province to intro* 
duce into this region the last, that his majesty's ministers may 
'^ be sensible there is a vindictive justice, and that there is in 
^^ this country a power competent to inflict that justice upon 
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^^ them. Oentleinen come over to this country for a livelihood, 
** and they find servants who, like themselves, look to govern- 
^^ ment for ndthing but a livelihood, and this alliance, that does 
^ not include ah idea of public care or duty, they call an admi- 
^^ nistration; but it is our task to interrupt this venal commerce 
^^ by impeachment* Had the people of England only condemned 
^^ ship money, they had done nothing. No, they brought forth 
^* to public punishment the projectors, thoy exhibited the malc- 
^^ factor at the bar of the nation. The injuries you have suf- 
^^ fered, demand a spectacle of that kind; a state offender kneel- 
^^ ing at the bar of the lords, and impeached in the name, and on 
^^ the behalf of the commons of this realm. I therefore move 
" you, 

^^ That a select committee be appointed to inquire, in the 
^^ most solemn manner, whether the late or present administra- 
*^ tion have entered into any corrupt agreement with any person 
^ or persons, to recommend such person or persons* to his ma- 
'^ jes^ as fit and proper to be by him made peers of this realm, 
*^ in consideration of such person or persons giving certain sums 
^^ of money to be laid out in procuring the return of members to 
** serve in parliament, contrary to the rights of the people, incon- 
** sistent with the independence of parliament, and in violation of 
*^ the fundamental law^ of the land." 

This very severe and pointed attack was resisted by the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer for want of evidence to ground any 
specific charge upon: simple assertion and common fam^ were 
totally insufiicient : therefore, to the crime alleged, they pleaded 
not guilty, and put themselves Upon their country to be judged 
by their actions. The prime serjeant found the motion of so 
extraordinary a nature, of such alarming magnitude and novelty, 
and introduced in so strange a manner, that no man could, con-* 
sistently with the principles of justice, or the dictates of his con- 
science accede to it. When the attention of the house was 
bespoken for that day, gendemen, according to the usual course 
of parliamentary proceedings, requested to know the intended 
subject of debate ; all information was withholden, and a general 
reference made to the former debates. If the minister in either 
country should introduce a proposition of so much noyelty with- 
out a previous information, there would be stronger ground than 
common fame to suspect an intention to surprize the house : if * 
the measure be so self-evident, why had it been kept back, and 
introduced after five days preparation, with a reference to several 
authorities to support its propriety ? And among others, one 
from the inauspicious reign of Charles I. ; a reign, in which 
the other house of parliament was voted useless, and which ter- 
minated in the sacrifice of the king to hyprocrisy and faction. 
If any better authority could be produced, the honourable mem- 
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ber would have recurred to it : but even that precedent, as cited, 
did not go so far as to say, that the House of Commons of that 
day, instituted a committee to fish for evidence, whereon to 
ground an accusatioq: a species of proceeding, in his judgment^ 
inadmissible* 

A very severe debate ensued, about the close of which^ Mr. 
Grattan rose to reply { he was indignant, that it should have 
been said in debate^ that the facts rested upon his simple asser- 
tion. ** Will you," said he, " rest it on that ? Will you main- 
^^ tain it is only a simple assertion? I do not assert only, that, I 
" have heard it commonly said, and specially stated, the sums, 
*^ the persons, the circumstances; but 1 said I never heard it 
*^ out of these walls denied. It is a crime as generally known, 
^^ and as publicly reported, as any thing, which is not yet re- 
^^ duced to special conviction; it is a crime we oflFer to prove ; 
^^ we come here to arraign the ministers of the crown. I will 
^^ read the charges which I make against them." He then read 
the following paper. 

^^ We charge them publicly, in the face of their country, with 
*^ making corrupt agreements for the sale of peerages^ for doing 
^^ which, we say they are impeachable { we charge them with 
^^ corrupt agreements for the disposal.of the money arising from 
*^ the sale, to purchase for the servants of the casde, seats in 
^* the assembly of the people ; for doing which we say they are 
*f impeachable ; we charge them with committing these offences, 
*^ not in one, nor in two, but in many instances, for which com* 
*^ plication of offences, we say they are impeachable ; guilty of 
^^ of a systematic endeavour to undermine the constitution in 
*^ violation of the laws of the land. We pledge ourselves to 
^^ convict them* We dare them to go into an enquiry. We 
*^ do not affect to treat them as other than public malefactors. 
*^ We speak to them in a style of the most mortifying and humi* 
*^ liating defiance. We pronounce them to be public criminals. 
•* Will they dare to deny the charge? I call upon, and dare the 
*^ ostensible member to rise in his place^ and say on his honour, 
'^ that he does, not believe such corrupt agreements have taken 
*^ place* I wait for a specific answer." After some pause, 
Mr. Secretary Hobart replied^ that if he could think the right 
honourable gentleman had any right to ask him the question he 
had proposed, and were he alone, concerned in it, he should find 
no manner of difficulty in answering him ; but as it was a ques« 
tion, which related to the exercise of his majesty^s undoubted 
prerogative, it would ill become him, upon the investigation of 
an individual, to say what were the reasons, which had induced 
his majesty to bestow upon any person those honours, which the 
crown alone could constitutionally confer* As to the charge 

roL. m. M m 
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that had been made, he could not avoid expressing some sur- 
prise, that gentlemen were not sufficiently alarmed by common 
fame at the end of Lord Northington's administration, to bring 
forward such a charge then. Common fame certainly did then 
report, that peerages had been notoriously granted in return for 
aeats in the Commons House of parliament; ye^the right ho- 
nourable gendeman and his friends were in the confidence of that 
administration, and must be presumed to be informed of the 
fact. On which, Mr. ConoUy remarked, that his right honoura- 
ble friend had asked a plain, unequivocal, direct question, and the 
faoose was to judge whether he had received an intelligible and 
satisfactory answer. The division was 144 against, and 88 for 
the motion. 

Another strong attack was made on the system of the new 
police, in a very heat«d debate, that arose upon the order of the 
day (24th February) for going into a committee on the bill to 
continue an act passed in the 27th year of his present majesty, 
intituled, ^^ An aci for the better execution of the law and pre- 
^* serration of the peace within counties at large." 

^When Mr. Forbes moved the place bill to be read a second 

time, he shortly observed, that to expatiate on the necessity 

of the bill before the house would be idle, when it was recoU 

fleeted, that no less than one hundred and four persons, holding 

places or pensions, were members of that house. If authority 

were necessary to justify the bill, authority was not wanting ; 

for more than fourscore years Great Britain had experienced its 

beneficial effects ; tt was a principle .annexed as part of the aon- 

dkions of placing on the throne the family of Brunswick ; it 

was a principle interwoven with the revolution, and considered 

aa essential to the preservation of the people's liber^ ; and if 

diese reasons were not sufficiently strong, be would add one 

more : since the last ses^n of the Irish parliament, no less than 

fourteen new places had been created, and bestowed upon mem- 

hers of that House of Commons. 

The chancellor of the exchequer expected the honourable 
gendeman would have urged some new or strong argument for 
adopting so strong a measure as a total change in the principles 
of their government. The honourable gendeman had said, 
that they had the example of England befor^ them ; but in 
England tenfold precaution was necessary, because in England 
the patronage of the crown was ten times greater than it was in ^ 
that country. 

The heat of this debate exceeded that of any one of the 
sessionf, and the opposition was the largest, viz. 96 against 143. 

• 10 Par. Deb. p. 329. 

t In this debate Mr. Grattan held the following strong lai^age. 10 Par. 
Deb. 340. '' $ir| I«snnot avoid obsenringc that m this day's debate, gentle- 
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Another very- long and interesting debate took place iipoa 
the legality of issuing riATs for levying unascertained dama* 
ges., One Magee^, the printer of a paper, whilst under a cri« 
minal prosecution at the suit of Mn Higgins, was confined to 
gaol upon differentiate^ signed by Lord Clonmel^ to the amount 
of 7800L He had petitioned parliament ; a committee had been 
appointed, and Mr. George Ponsonby moved," that it was the 

" men on the other side of the honsc have adopted a certain tone of power, 1 
** presume in consequence of a very indecent and disorderlj interposition o« 
" the part of one, who dnea not belong to tbii house, thoug^i he has lately 
" interfered in its proceedings. Sir, I am not uninfunned to what length tliat 
'* person went within these walls, even during tlie debates of this house ; it 
" seems to me somewhat strange, that gentlemen on the other side ahouM 
** dwell so much on the necessity of parliamentary decomm, when they 
^* have been evidently spirited up by an interposition, which in itself was the 
-*' grf)ssest violation of parliamentary decency. Sir, I have been told it was 
" said, that I should have been stopped, should have been expelled the com* 
*' mons, should have been delivered up to the bar of the lords for the ei^rts* 
** stons delivered that day. 

** I will repeat what I said on that day: I said that his majesty's ministers 
" had sold the peerages, for which offence they were impeachable. 1 said 
" they had applied the money for the purpose of purchasing seats in the 
** House of Commons for the servants or followers of the castle, for which 
" offence I said they were impeachable. I said they had done this, not in one 
" or two, but in several instances, for which complication of offences I said 
** his majesty's ministers were impeachable, as public malefactors, who had 
" conspired against the common weal, the Independency of parliament, and 
*' the tundamental laws of the land ; an<M offered, and dared tJiem to put this 
*' matter in a course of inquiry. I. added, that I considered them as public 
** malefactors, whom we were rea^y to -bring to justice*. I repeat these 
*' charges now, and if any thing more severe were on a former occasion eic* 
*' pressed, I beg to be reminded of it, and I will again repeat it. Why do you 
** not expel me now ? Why not send me to the oar of the lords ? Where is 
" your adviser ? Going out of tlie house I shall repeat my sentiments, that hit 
** majesty's ministers are guilty of impeachable offences; and advancing to 
«* the bar of the lords, I shall repeat those sentiments, or if the tower is to be 
" my habitation, I will there meditate the impeachment of these minis* 
** ters, and return not to capitulate, but to punish. Sir, I think I know myself 
'* welt enough to say, that if called forth to suffer in a public cause, I 
** will GTo farther tlian my prosecutors, both in virtue and in danger." 

* 10 Par. Deb. p. ^2. One Jiat for 4000/. was issued against him on 
the affidavit of Mr. Daly, the manager of the Dublin theatre, who swore, that 
certain malicious paragraphs had appeared in Magee's newspaper, in conse- 
quence of which he had suffered damages to the amount of 4000/. ; particular- 
ly, fhat Iiis four daughters and one son had suffered that loss in their ^ure . 
prospects in life b^ the representations made in that paper that he gained a 
livelihood by gammg. Another ^ar had issued for 800/. on an affidavit of one 
Brennan, who estimated his loss at that sum for having been accosed of keep- 
ing a house of reception. A third issued 'for tOOO/. on the affidavit of Miss 
Fanny Tracey, (the residuary legatee of Mr. Higgins) who swore, that shfi 
believed she had suffered to the amount of that sum by an insinuation in that 
paper, that she was better acquainted with a certain gentleman, than she 
ought to be. And a fourth had issued for 1000/. on the affidavit of Mr. 
Hiargins, that his character (qtiod vide, p. 256, vol. 2. in a note) had suffered 
toUiat amount, fi'om certain malicious insinuations contained in Magee's pa- 
pers. Magee's case was taken up very warmly by tlie public, and this-'failure 
in parliamentary relief, in which he had been very sanguine, tended is encrease 
the unpopularity of government. 
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** opinion of the committee, that the issuing writs from courts 
*^ of justice in actions of slander or defamation, where the sum 
^^ of damages could not be fairly ascertained, and holding 
^^ persons to special bail in excessive sums thereon, is illegal 
" and subversive of the liberty of the subject." The motion^ 
however, was lost by a majority of 125 against 91. 

Similar divisions after long and heated debates, determined 
the fate of the responsibility and pension bills. In the debate 
of the preceding evening, the gentlemen of the opposition had 
been called up from the treasury bench, with an air of autho- 
rity, to account for their very extraordinary conduct, during the 
whole of that session of parliament. It certainly was an unplea* 
sant session to the minister* On the 6th of March, Mr. Cur- 
ran rose to make his promised motion ; which he prefaced with 
along and animated speech* In answer to the recent call from 
the opposite treasury benches, he said, on their conduct he was 
not aifraid to appeal solemnly to the sense of the people, at the 
eve of a political dissolution, when the members of the' house 
were about to be refunded to the great mass of the people, and 
to give an account, whether they had been remiss in their par- 
liamentary vigilance, slumbered upon their posts, or betrayed 
the passes of their constitution. He said, gentlemen on his side 
of the house had been accused of invective : it was not their 
wish to shield, but scourge venality. He decried the invective, 
that could call a blush into the cheek of virtue or innocence ; 
but the invective complained of, was the last resource, which 
God had left to injured virtue, and he gloried in the name of 
being one of its dispensers. No man, he said, could be blamed 
for want of character or talents ; he blamed not ministers for 
inability to defend, but for inclination to destroy. They 
had been charged with vindictlveness : but did they not, while 
trampling on the liberty of the press on one side, employ it for. 
thepurposesof vilification, misrepresentation, and scurrility on the 
other ? He then called upon the country to witness, that he and 
the friends with whom he acted, were solemnly pledged to each 
other never to resign the project, which he had held up against 
corruption ; aijd though he might never again rise in that house, 
though it might not be their fate to see the perfection of that 
constitution, which they hailed on its return to life, they would 
never relinquish their efforts in its support. He had the satis- 
faction to reject, that in those countries where liberty was ex- 
tinguished, it had never given way, but when the corruption of 
the prince had combined with the vices of the people for its sub- 
version. But he thanked Heaven that country was blessed 
with a virtuous and patriotic prince, attached to the freedom 
and happiness of his people, and the spirit of the people was 
yet unbroken : even in the capital, where corr uption sat like an 
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ibicubus upon the public heart, and sucked the vital blood of the 
constitution, the indignation of the people was manifest against 
the conduct of their rulers. He called upon the representatives 
of the people to join him in an address to his majesty ; in a 
supplication to that king, whom all revered, not as from aa 
humble arm of the British empire, but as from a great and in- 
dependent kingdom, to free them from those measures, which 
rendered that country a scandal to the name of British li« 
berty. He concluded his speech by moving the following re« 
solution : 

^^ Resolved^ That an humble address be presented to the king, 
to inform his majesty, that having taken into consideration the 
growth of expence and influence in that country, it appeared on 
a comparative view of the public charges of 1789, with those of 
1784i, exclusive of the charges for bounties and parliamentary- 
grants, and including the charges in collecting the revenue, that 
there had been in 1789^ an increase of expence of 183,0(X)/. 
That the civil list within that period, had increased 31,000/. of 
which the increase of the pension list was 16,000/. besides 
14,000/. which had ceased, and was supplied within the same 
period : so that in the course of five years, not less than 30,000/. 
a year in pensions had been granted on the civil establishment 
alone, besides an encrease in military pensions, and in charges 
on other establishments in the nature of pensions. 

That the expence of collecting the revenues has, since Lady- 
day, 1784, increased 105,000/. 

That the increase of expetice of collecting the hereditary, 
additional., and stamp duties, had increased 73,000/. without 
including additions made since March, 1789, by adding two 
members of parliament to the revenue board, and making nine 
commissioners of revenue instead of seven, the number to 
which the commissioners were in 1773, reduced by public 
agreement ; and also, without including new salaries, given in 
the persons of five members of parliament, to stamp officers, for 
discharging a duty which was formerly annexed to the board of 
accounts by public agreement, and executed without any distinct 
salary, and without complaint. 

That this encrease of 73,000/. could not be justified. That 
the new taxes, particularly those on malt and tobacco, were 
no excuse for such an encrease, inasmuch as the tax on malt 
produced not more than 27,000/. net, and that the late excise 
on tobacco was not attended with any encrease of revenue. 

That that expence was the more censurable, because the 
collection of the revenue was already loaded with many un- 
necessary charges, particularly great salaries to officers of 
customs who did no duty, and with other sinecure offices 
which were in fact pensions, given to individuals for political 
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considerations, without any view to the collection of the fe« 
venue. 

That the encrease of the revenue since 1784, after paying 
drawbacks and bounti^, appeared to be a sum not less that 
168,000iL but by the encrease of expence in collecting the same, 
was reduced to a net sum of about 67fiOOL so that after 
deducting the charge of S2fiOOL for the post-office, his nia- 
jesty's government paid TSfiooL for getting net to the treasury 
67,000/. 

That they were sensible of the blessings of his majesty's 
reign, and the iinproving the state of the agriculture and com- 
merce of the country, but must consider the same as the result 
of a free constitution, recovered under his majesty's auspices^ 
and not of the abiiit}' or virtue of his present ministers ; on the 
contrary, that their plans of eiqience, if not immediately check- 
ed, would deprive them of those blessings, inasmuch as' the 
public expence exceeded the public income in a sum of not less 
than TOfiOOL after allowing for a payment of 34,000/. made to 
government that year for New Geneva, which was a casual 
resource, and would not again recur; so that their annual 
expence then was in a course of exceeding their annual income 
in a sum of more than 100,000/. notwithstanding the new 
taxes* 

That in the two last years, ending Lady-day, 1789, after 
striking oiF fictitious charges, they had encreased the debt of 
the nation 113,000/. notwithstanding a surplus of the loan 
duties in that period, to diminish the funded debt, and the con- 
tinuation of those new taxes, which were granted in confidence 
of preventing the accumulation of any debt whatsoever. 

That this house having before them the returns of those ar* 
tides of revenue, in which the health and comforts of the people 
were particularly concerned, could not but observe, that the re- 
gulations affecting the breweries, appeared not only to have 
been fruitless, but in a great degree pernicious, inasmuch as the 
inland excise on beer and ale, for three years previous to July, 
1789, produced not less than 390,000/i whereas the said excise 
for the three years, ending 1790, produced 266,000/. which was 
a falling off in the latter period of 124,000/. so that the brewer- 
ies had been almost extinguished by the present regulation, and 
instead of giving the people a wholesome and necessary liquor, 
the regulations of his majesty's ministers had extracted a perni- 
cious income from the sale of spirits, at the expence of the 
morals and health of the lower class of the people. 

That this house having taken into consideration the growd) 
jof influence, begged leave to inform his majesty, that within the 
last year, the new salaries and additional places created 'for 
members of that house, together with new or revived offices for 
the same, amounted to a number not less than fourteen, and 
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there was ako a considerable number of pensions granted to 
members of that house or to their connections, within the same 
period, and that the joint increase was so considerable, as to 
comprehend a number which, when taken from one side and 
added to the other, was not less than that majority, which 
had, in the course of that session, usually decided the great ques- 
tions between the people and the minister. 

That when they looked at the progress of influence within the 
last twenty years, tHey found, that the number of revived or 
new places and salaries created within that period, and then in 
the possession of members of that house, was not less than for* 
ty, a number which exceeded all the counties in Ireland, and 
that they could not but observe, that the number of placemen 
and pensioners, then members of {hat house, were not less than 
108. That to that they were to add a number of persons expect- 
ing both reversions and honours ; and that they could not avoid 
informing his majesty, that they had but too strong reason to 
apprehend, that the ministers of the crown had grossly abused 
the prerogative, by virtue of which his majesty had been wont 
to cpnfer honours on the subject, and they apprehended, that his 
ministers had entered into various agreements for the purpose 
of procuring improper and corrupt returns into that house by 
the sale .of the honours of the other. 

That they were most apprehensive for the safety of their lu 
berties ; inasmuch as the attempts of actual influence had been 
accompanied by positive declarations, and his majesty's faithful 
commons had been informed, that in order to defeat ^resistance 
made in parliament to the will of the minister, certain great por* 
tions of public money had been expended, to which most alarm* 
ing coniession they could annex no meaning other than that the 
government of that country formerly had, in breach of trust,, 
misapplied the public treasure under the names of place, pensioil 
or sidary, to induce individuals to betray the community for 
such corrupt considerations. 

That even the particular sums so expended had been specified 
and confessed ; and that such corrupt and desperate'practice alarm- 
ed them the more, because it had not transpired as a crime to be 
punished, but had been openly avowed as an instrument of go» 
vemment to be again resorted to. 

That such exercise of influence had not only been confessed, 
but defended on a principle most offensive to the feelings, and 
derogatory from the condition of his majest) 's subjects of Ire* 
land. 

That when they sought the same securities and provisions for 
the liberties of the people, which Great Britain had adopted 
against the corrupt influence of the minister, they had been 
told, that such provisions) however proper in Great Britain, 
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were not calculated for the meridian of Ireland ; for that the go- 
▼eminent in that country should be stronger than the goven>- 
ment in Great Britain, and of course the influence and authority 
of the people of Ireland comparatively weaker in the balance of 
the constitution. 

That such wild and unconstitutional distinction, construing 
the people of Ireland out of the benefit of equal liberty, to intro* 
duce among them a superior degi-ee of corruption and profli- . 
gacy, called forth from his majesty^s faithful commons of Ire- 
land, the Warmest protestations, and they did protest against it 
accordingly. And they further did, in the name, and on behalf 
of the people of that realm, claim aiid challenge an equal inherit 
tance in the blessings of the British constitution, and an equal 
right to secure those blessings by every wise and salutary- 
law. 

That they begged leave further to inform his majesty, that per- 
sonal as well as political liberty was in danger ; that the subject 
had been imprisoned against law, by being holden to arbitrary 
and excessive bail. The declaration of rights, calculated to se* 
cure him against such oppression, had been disregarded and 
violated ; the liberty of the press attacked, and the hopes of the 
nation in her grand inquest of correcting such mischiefs blasted 
by the interposition of his majesty's ministers protecting from 
injuiy those illegal and arbitrary proceedings, which they could 
not presume to justify. 

That they had ventured to lay the above particulars before his 
majesty, most humbly imploring his majesty's royal interposi- 
tion, to guard their country against those dangers, which then 
threatened the independence of parliament, and the liberties of 
the people." ' 

This was the last attack made by the patriots during the ses* 
sion : despairing of being able to carry any question whatever 
against a majority, which had remained so steady in their ranks^ 
they resolved to perpetuate to posterity the real grounds of 
their opposing the late system of government, by recording 
them in the form of an address on the journals of that 
house. The debate was kept up with heat and acrimony 
till 4 o'clock on the Sunday morning ; when upon the ques- 
tion of adjournment, the house divided 141 against 90.* 

The parliament was prorogued on the 5th of April, 1790, 
and the viceroy informed them in his speech from the throne^ 
that as the important objects, which had engaged their attention 
during the session, had been accomplished, he had great plea- 
sure in signifying his majesty's approbation of' the zeal they had 
shewn for the public interest; . and the dispatch, with which they 
had concluded the national business. 

• 10 Pari. Deb. p. 421. 
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In vain had the patriotic side of the House of Commons, 
exerted their talents, and played all the powers of dieir batteries 
upon the ministerial phalanx: although a majority had beent 
long secured, additional force was found requisite either to gain 
fresh proselytes or strengthen the wavering. A numeroua 
creation of peers took plac^ ; and the parliamentary interest of 
the castle was thereby unquestionably increased. The very 
natuf e of the different questions, which had been pressed upon 
the ministers during the session, necessarily engaged and roused 
the feelings of the people out of doors. The Whig club, which 
was most obnoxious to government, was regularly attended by 
the most popular characters: it increased in numbers, and 
■ attention to the ends of its institutions. A northern Whig 
club was formed at Belfast, and Lord de Clifford placed in the 
chair. This gave fresh umbrage to the castle : and the news* 
paper contests for and against the club exceeded all moderation. 
Most of the volunteer corps, which kept up any sharc^ of their 
original spirit, identified themselves in a manner with it, as their 
beloved General Lord Charlemont was a constant attendant* 
Besides the late creation of peerages, the recent collation of 
so many places and pensions upon members of parliament, and 
Ae rejection of every popular motion made in the commons, 
which were felt or treated as public grievances affecting equally 
every part of the nation, a particular ground of discontent at* 
tached itself to the metropolis. The police bill was execrated 
by all, except those, who received under it emolument, patro- 
nage or power. One of the grand objections against it, wasy 
that it served as an instrument for encreasing the power of the 
casde in the corporation. It was therefore proposed by som^ 
of the popular party, that a test should be subscribed by the 
mayor and aldermen not to accept of any place under the police ; 
which they were so far from agreeing to, that they entered into 
an engagement, that no man should be elected or eligible to the 
board of aldermen, who should have signed any declaration or 
test whatever. The repeated failure of Mr. Alderman Jamea 
in his election to the mayoralty by the exertions of Mr. Napper 
Tandy, who was at that time very popular in the city, brought 
the mayor and aldermen and the common council to an open 
and violent rupture. 

The different extraordinary movements on the Continent, 
gave rise to strong rumours of war : and the temper of the peo« 
pie of Ireland eagerly seized that opportunity of reviving and 
encreasing the corps of volunteers. Several offers were made 
to government to raise regiments of Roman Catholics. The 
progress of the French revolution, which at this time was spoken 
of by many of the first statesmen, politicians and philosophers^ 

vo^. III. jr n 
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with sympathy and admiration, became a favourite Vyptc with 
the Irish : they had so recently obtained their own civil freedom 
and independence, that they were forward in sympathizing with 
others in pursuit of a similar object* The Belfast papers were 
conspicuous for their panegyrics on the French struggle against 
despotism, and their ardent efforts to attain a free constitution. 
That revolution had not yet exhibited any of those symptoms, 
at which a fair advocate for liberty should faulten For some 
time the government of Ireland began to dread the pruriency 
of civil freedom throughout the kingdom, and particulariy in 
the province of UUten They sought the corrective in coercion 
and severity* Many then judged, that a lenient system would 
be more efficient. In this year the Irish government gave a 
strong illustration of the pliancy of the human min4 to time- and 
circumstance* That sympathy, which had induced Lord Buck- 
inghap:! to countenance, cherish and reward the emigrant 
democracy from Geneva, had now turned into disgust and 
horror. The secretary* openly announced the intention of 
government to abandon their intention to carry the project 
of a colony at New Geneva into execution. Fortunately for the 
country this sudden change in the sentiments of the castle 
turned out a saving of 33,000/. so much out of the 50,POO^ 
having remained unapplied : it was carried to the credit of the 
nation. 

- Notwithstanding the present prevalence of the popular po- 
litical opipions out of parliament, the influence of the castle 
prevented any great change in ^he return of members to the 
new parliament. The dissolution took place on the 8th of 
April, 1790, and the new parliament was summoned to meet 
at Dublin on the 20th of May, but before that time was further 
prorogued to the 10th of July, when it met for dispatch of 
business. 

During that short session, which lasted only to the 24th of 
the month, little occurred worthy of notice. When Mr. Sec- 
retary Hobart moved, that Mr. Foster should again take the 
chair in that assembly, Mr. Conolly moved as an amend- 
ment, that the name of the Right Honourable William Brabazon 
Ponsonby should be insened : but the house did not divide, 
ana Mr* Foster was re-elected, accepted and complimented by 
the lord lieutenant; who then made the following speech to 
both houses* 

My Lords and Gektlemen, 

^^ I H AV£ it in command from the king» 

^ to acquaint you, that his majesty some time since received 

« 

• 10 Pari. Deb. p. 137. 
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^^ tnfonnation, that two vessels belonging to bis majesty's sub* 
*^ jects, and navigated under the British flag, and two others, 
*^ the description of which is not hitherto sufficiendy ascertained, 
*^ had been captured at Nootka Sound, on the north-west coast 
*^ of America, by an officer commanding two Spanish ships of 
*' war; that the cargoes of the British vessels had been seized, 
*^ and that their officers and crews had been ^ent as prisoners 
*^ to a Spanish port. His majesty in consequence of this trans- 
*^ action, and of the communications which had passed on the 
*^ subject between his majesty and the court of Spain, directed 
^^ his minister at Madrid to claim such full and adequate satis- 
^^ facdon, as the nature of the case evidently required. And his 
*^ majesty having also received information that considerable. 
*^ armaments were carr}'ing on in the ports of Spain, judged it 
*^ indispensably necessary to give orders for making such prepa- 
^^ rations as might put it in his majesty's power to act with vigour 
*^ and effect in support of the honour of his crown, and the inte- 
** rests of his people* 

^^ His majesty entertains the strongest desire for the mainte- 
^' nance of peace, on just and honourable grounds, and he has 
^^ directed me to assure you, that no prop^ steps shall be omit* 
ted by him, which may conduce to this object : but if unfor- 
tunately his majesty's endeavours should not be successful, 
^^ he has the fullest reliance on the cordial and effectual support 
*' of his parliament of Ireland, in the prosecution of such mea- 
^^ sures as may eventually bccbme necessary for the honour of 
^^ his crown, and for the protection of the essential rights of all 
^^ his subjects, and the common interests of the empire. 

^^ Convinced that the same regard for his majesty's royal 
^^ person, family and government, which have at all times dis- 
^^ tinguished his subjects of this kingdom, will be equally mani- 
^^ fested upon this occasion, I entertain no doubt of my being 
^^ authorized to convey to his majesty, the fullest testimony of 
** yourattachment, loyalty and zeal." 

When Sir Henry Cavendish, who had recently quitted the 
opposition, moved for the address to the lord lieutenant, he 
complimented the nation upon their triinquillity and happiness 
rather beyond what the existing circumstances then warranted. 
He thought it unnecessary to enter into any panegyric on the 
personal merit, or government of the viceroy : both were felt, 
and spoken of every where he went to : and the peace, happi- 
piness, and tranquillity of the country, were the best proofs that 
its government was well administered. 

, Mr. G. Ponsonby congratulated the right honourable baronet 
on the sudden discover}- he had made in the merits of the 
present administration ; and he lamented, that his o>vn discern*, 
meht did not allow him the happiness of altering his opinions 
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of admintttratioQ under the auspices of Lord Westmorekuid's 
^government* 

• If the address moved, meant merely to convey the usual 
empty compliments to his excellency for complying with his 
duty in communicating his majesty's sentiments to the houaiiy 
he had no objection : but if it were intended to convey a tittle 
of approbation to those measures, which the right honourable 
baronet and himself had so uniformly and so recently opposed 
t6gether, he should be against it/ He declared he never would 
give his approbation nor his support to the present or any other 
administration, but upon the condition of their acceding to die 
specific measures, which he and his friends had formerly avowed 
on ihe close of the last parliament. 

The purpose of convening the pariiament was to obtain a vote 
of credit: accordingly the chancellor of the Exchequer moved^ 
^for a vote of credit for 200,000/. to be applied by the lord 
lieutenant towards the expence of government* Mr. G. Pon- 
sonby, Mr. O'Hara, and Mr. Grattan objected to the generality 
of the application ; they contended, that the application of the 
grant should have been specified : they all concurred in admit- 
ting the interest of the two countries as inseparable; and Mr* 
Grattan reminded the house, that in the French war in 1778, 
there had passed a vote of credit for 300,000/. for putting the 
country in a state of defence, and that in January, 1779, there 
was not a shilling in the Treasur}', and government was obliged 
to borrow 50,000/. from a private gendeman, to pay the army. 
After such a precedent he wished the motion to be specific ; to 
which the chancellor of the Exchequer assented. 

On the 24th of the month his majesty's answer to the address 
of the commons was communicated to the house, which was 
strongly expressive of his satisfaction at their determination to 
/Bupp-ort the honour of his crown, and the common interest of 
the empire, at that important crisis : the parliament was then 
prorogued, and did not meet for the dispatch of business, till 
the 20th of January, 1791. In the Autumn, Mr. Secretary 
Hobart went over to England, as it was generally presumed, 
to concert the plan of the next parliamentary campaign with 
the British cabinet. It was also rumoured, that the Irish go- 
vernment having in the widest plenitude adopted the principles 
and system of Lord Buckingham's administration, the right 
honourable secretary had also much consultation with tlxat no- 
bleman. Lord Westmoreland in the mean time was not inat- 
tentive to the means of acquiring popularity, the M'ant of which 
in his predecessor he felt very strongly operating upon his own 
^vemment. In a country excursion for nearly nine months 

• 11 Psrl. Deb. p. 9. . 



OF THE. STATE OF IRELAND. SM 

he visited most of the nobility diroug^ the kingdom : hift exceU 
lency and his lady on ail solemn occasions appeared clad in 
Irish manufactures : and though apparently trifling, the permis- 
sion to represent the favourite Beggar's Opera, which had been 
prohibited during the severe government of Lord Buckingham^ 
gained him no small share of public favour. 

Lord Westmoreland^s speech from the throne, on die meeting 
of parliament on the 80th of January, 1791, contained nothing 
extraordinary beyond a communication, that the differences 
with the court of Spain had been brought to a happy termina* 
tion% On the next day, when the address which had been voted 
to the throne was read. Sir Richard Musgrave objected to that 
paragraph of it, which expressed the thanks of the house for 
continuing their present administration; he lanxented, that 
addresses passed and were generally considered mere matter 
of form and unmeaning adulation* An assent to that address, 
would be a virtual sanction to the last, and an express approba- 
tion of the present administration ; both of which he strongly 
deprecated. He concluded a virulent speech with a sarcastic 
observation, that the happy selection of able and wise senators 
on the other side of the house so well arrayed and disciplined, 
proved that there was wisdom and energy at the helm. Mr. 
Grattan had on the preceding day dissented from the corres- 
ponding paragraph in the address to his exteilency. 

The business of tiiis session differed very little from that of 
the last before the dissolution. The patriots appeared rather 
CO have lost, than acquired strength by the new election4 Their 
number did ncTt at any time during the course of this session 
exceed fourscore. But their resolution to press all the questions, 
which they had brought forward in the last parliament appeared 
more violently determined than ever ; insomuch, that Mr. 
George Ponsonby in replying to Mr. Cook,^ assured him, that 
the hope he had expressed of gendemen on his side of the house 
not bringing forwsurd those measures, which they had done for 
some sessions past, was a lost hope, for that nothing but the 
hand of death or success should ever induce them to give up 
their pursuits. A singular parliamentary phenomenon ought to 
be noticed aboat the commencement of thi^ session. Mr. D. 
La T ouche had moved, that it was the opinion of the hoCise, 
that the excessive us^ of spirituous liquors was highly injurious 
to the health and morals of the people ; which he intended to 
follow up with a motion, for a committee to take the subject 
into consideration. Mr. Secretary Hobart and Mr. Grattan 
both instandy rose to second the motion. But the former having 
first caught the eye of the speaker, the latter expressed his plea* 
sure to see the right honourable gendeman shew any activity ia 

* 11 Pari. Deb. p. 384. 
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any case, where the country was to be benefited : he should be' 
alwa)'s happy to' give him the way ; let the country receive the 
benefit, and his be the applause. 

On the 3d of February Mr. George Ponsonby made his 
promised motion, which was seconded by Mr* Grattan to the 
ibUowing efl'ect : that a select committee be appointed, consist^f 
,ing of members of that house not holding any employment, 
or enjoying any pension under the crown, to examine whether, 
any, or what advantages have arisen to this kingdom from the 
appointment of two additional commissioners ot the revenue ; 
from the separation of. the board of stamps and accounts ; from 
the granting 500/. a year, additional salary to the surveyor of 
the ordnance ; ^SOL a year additional salary to the principad 
6torekeeper of the ordnance ; 250/. a year to the clerk of the 
ordnance; 200/» a year additional salary to the clerk of the 
delivery of the ordnance; 600/. a year pension to General Hale, 
in lieu of his resigning his employment of lieutenant general 
of the ordnance, in order to facilitate the succession of the 
present possessor: .400/. a year additional salary to the clerk 
of the pipe; 4O0/. a year additional salary to the customer 
of Kinsale ; and 150/. a year additional salary to the barrack 
master of Dublin ; and that they do report their opinion thereon 
to the house« 

This was met by a motion for adjournment ; and after a long 
and warm contest, ended in the first division of the session; 
in which there were 72 against, and 152 for the adjournment. 
Immediately before the division, Mr* G. Ponsonby remarked, 
that it was evident, the administration did not mean to meet 
the questions of difference between them by reasoning and 
agreement, but by that very corruption and influence the mino* 
rity were warring against, namely, dead majorities* On the 
7th of February, Mr* Grattan moved a string of resolutions 
relative to the revenue, out of which he concluded, that upon a 
fair average since the year 1785, when the new taxes were 
granted, the increase of the revenue had given' to government 
the annual increase of 153,000/. and that government had ex-' 
ceeded her own estimates, on the faith of which the new taxes 
had bcen^granted, in the annual sum of 115,000/. ; from whence 
he established these deductions ; that the people had kept faith 
with government, and that government had broken faith with 
the people* The chancellor of the exchequer and Mr. Monk 
Mason, contended, that the statements were unfairly made by 
Mr. Grattan : and that whatever increases had been made in 
the annual expenditure, were occasioned by parliament, and not 
by government. The resolutions were negatived without a 
division* 
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^t)n the next day Mr. Grattan moved the following resolu- 
tions :«*.«^^ .That a select committee be appointed to enquire in 
*^ the most sokmn manner, whether the late or present admi- 
^^ nistration have entered into any corrupt agreement with any 
^^ person or persons, to recommend such person or persons to 
^^ his majesty, fot the purpose of being created peers of this 
\*' kingdom, in consideration of their paying certain sums of 
^^ money, to be laid out in the purchase of seats for members 
** to serve in parliament, contrary, to the rights of the people, 
\^ inco^nsistent with the independence of parliament, and indirect 
'■^ violation of the fundamental laws of the land.'' 

It was seconded by Mr. Curran : much strength of ofatory 
was employed in support of the motion ; but it shared the usu^ 
fate of rejection by a majority of 135 to 85. And in order to 
give all possible eclat to this charge of selling the peerage, and 
prostituting the price thereof to the purchase of seats in the 
House of Commons, Mr. Curran moved the following resolu« 
tion, in which he was seconded by Mr. Grattan, viz. ^^ That 
^ a committee be appointed, consisting of members of both 
*^ houses of parliament, who do not hold any employment, or 
^ enjoy any pension under the crown, to enquire in the most 
^^ soleirn manner, whether the late or present administration 
** have directly or indirecdy, entered into any corrupt agree« 
^^ meiK with any person or persons, to recommend such per- 
^ son or persons to his majesty, for the purpose of being created 
*^ peers of this kingdom, in consideration of their paying 
^^ certain sums of money, to be laid out in the purchase of seats 
*^ for members to serve in parliament, contrary to the fights 
^^ of the people, inconsistent with the independence of par* 
*^ liament, and in direct violation of the fundamental laws of 
V the land," 

The ministerial members on all these occasions loudly com« 
plained of the reiteration of the old charges even without new 
arguments to support them ; they strongly insisted that no par« 
ticular facts were alleged, much less proved; and that general 
fame, surmise and assertion, were no grounds for parliamentarjr 
impeachments, or any other solemn proceedings in that house* 
^r. Grattan, before answering the objections advanced against 

* In this debate, Mr. Denis Brown, a very staunch supporter of the admi- 
' nistration, amonnt otlier matters observed, (and no answer was attempted to 
be given to the observation) that when the gentlemen on the opposite side of 
the nouse were in confidence, and acted with government under Lord Northing- 
ton, a certain person was ennobled, and returned two Castle secretaricH into 
that house in part pajmient of his honour. How could those virtuous gentle- 
men know of such a transaction, and not follow it up with an impeachment I 
He defied contradiction : but wondered, that any men representing peers ia 
that house, or set in purchased seats, should be so forward to agitate that 
que«tiou. . 11 P«rl. Debates, p. 16^, < 
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the motion, adverted to the general dull and empt}' declamatton 
uttered by the advocates of a corrupt government against the 
defenders of an injured people. 

Four times had those advocates told thero, they had brought 
this grievance forth, as if grievances were only to be matter 
of public debate when they were matters of novelty ; or as if 
grievances were trading questions for a party or a person to 
press, to sell and to abandon ; or as if they came thither to act 
farces to please the appetite of the public, and did not sit there 
to persevere in the redress of grievances, pledged as they were^ 
and covenanted to the people on these important subjects. They 
had been told their political budget of- grievances was small. 
But the creation of divers peers for money to be laid out in tfie 
purchase of divers seats for, ministerial dependants, and the 
appointment of fifteen new parliamentary places or salaries 
admitted to be for the purpose of buying a majority, even if 
chey were the only crimes of the government, composed no 
scanty political budget of corruption and iniquity. Gene- 
rally in these debates, the same arguments on both sides were 
repeated with increased acrimony, and determined by the same 
divisions. 

Scarcely was any question more Vehemently debated during 
the session, than Mr. Grattan's motion for an Irish East-India 
trade, which was, ths^t the committee of trade should enquire, 
whether any legislative provisions were* then existing, the con- 
tinuance of whith might prevent that country from receiving 
the full benefit of her free trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope 
and the Straits of Magellan. The motion was seconded by 
Mr. W. Brabazon Ponsonby. This was a favourite object of 
speculation at this time with the most opulent of the Irish mer- 
chants : but government, it seems, wished not to be drawn into 
a dispute or contest with the English East-India Company. The 
whole question was, whether, after having obtained a free 
trade, Ireland were to be restrained from the exercise of it 
in the Eastern hemisphere, out of tenderness, deference, or 
fear of the East-India Company: for whom, Mr; Grattan 
observed, the Irish cabinet was then an agent. At three 
o'clock the question was put, and lost by a majority of 147 
against 86.* 

* In this debate, Mr. Cook had complained of some illiberal reflections 
nade upon him as an Englishman, which brought up Mr. Conolly. He was 
fiorry, he said, such illiberal ity could be supposed to prevail in that house, 
haying^ experienced the gi*eatest attention and civility in the English House 
of Commons, where he had sat above 22 years, whenever he troubled it upon 
Irish affairs, although he spoke in a very awkward and unintelligible manner^ 
He said, that there was no dangerfrom the eloquence of an Irishman, a Burke, 
a Barry, or a Sheridan, that in the English House of Commons any thing could 
be accomplished that could militate against the constitution or trade of 
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The police bill had been petitioned against -by several public 
bodies ; and on the 4th of March Mr. Grattan again introduced 
it to the consideration of the house. After having proved by 
the experience of a number of years, that no institution was 
more obnoxious to the citizens ; that no institution could be 
more extravagant ; and that no institution could be less produc- 
tive of advantages to the public; it remained for the wisdom of 
the house to correct the system, which had neither answered 
the- ends of public peace, of' private protection, or of any ne- 
cessary (economy. He would therefore propose a resolution, 
carrying on it no edge that could injure, no severity that could 
offend any man ; but which, without imposing any humilia^n, 
Slight be adopted, even by those, who had originally voted 
for the police, or who had since supported it. He then moved, 

^^ That the establishment of the police in the city of Dublin, 
^^ had been an experiment attended with considerable expence, 
^^ without producing adequate advantages : and that it was then 
^* necessary to establish a guard under the direction of the dif- 
^^ ferent parishes, and subject to the superintendance of the lord 
** mayor." 

If that motion were not resisted, he should follow it up with 
another, for leave to bring in a bill to give it effect. Mr. Mason 
said, he for one would certainly oppose it, as he thought it 
utterly unfounded. Immediately Mr. Grattan entered upon 
a most vehement invecuve against the measure.^ The mo« 

England : nor could he f uppose the eloquence of any EngUshman there could 
injure that kinfl;doni ; it was of the Irish, and not of the Englishmen that he 
was afraid in uiat house. In the Utter end of last parliament, a place bin, 
a pension hill, a responsibility bill, had been refused to that Ungdom, by a 
majority of Irishmen, although the kingdom of Great Britain haa shewn by 
experience the necessity and use of such laws : and he had in that house de- 
clared himself ashamed' of having his name enrolled in such a society. That 
if he could guess, by the complexion of the house that night, it would soon 
. be guilty of a self-denying ordmance in respect to its foreign trade, altl^ough 
the sister country did not pretend to tleny the right of that kingdom to trade 
uncontrolled to those parts, where no British setUements vrcre e8tiU)Iished. 
If that were the case, as there was no other mode established, by which a 
member oould <]|uit that house, he must wish to be called to its bar, and ex- 
pelled. The British House of Commons consisted of 558 members, 67 only 
•f which were ]flaceraen, and no pensioners could sit, nor placemen, unless 
originally chosen as such, or upon getting a place, on being re-chosen. In tlieir 
house, consisting of 300 members» 110 were placemen or pensioners, 'thty 
had adopted the whole power of the privy council before tlie repeal of Poyningf' 
law, and literally appeared to be determined not to let any law pass that wm 
not aereeable to the English minister or to the English merchant; and that 
therefore he was seriously in earnest in his wish to be expelled from a society 
that he conceired to be acting in direct contradiction to the constitution and 
trade of Ireland. 

* 11 Pari. Debates, p. 263. Ministers had, he said, resorted to a place 
army and a pensional magistracy : the one was to give boldness to corruption 
in parliament, and the other to giv« the minister's influence patfonage in the 
city. Their means wscci this police establishment: thf plan they did not 
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tion met v^ith its former fate, having been rejected by" 135 
against 87. . • 

The 15th of March was the day appointed for the second 
reading of the bill ^^ to disable any person who shall have in his 
^* own name, or in the name of any person or persons in trust 
*^ for him, or for his benefit, any office or place of profit what- 
*^ soever under the crown, created after a certain time, [the 
year 1788} from being chosen a member of, or from sit> 
ting or voting in the present, or any future House of Com- 
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And when Mr. Forbes rose to second it, Mr. Mason said, 
that having opposed this bill every session for thirty years he 
would not weary the house with fresh arguments against it : his 
decided opinion was, that the influence of the crown was barely 
sufficient to preserve the constitution, and to prevent it from 
degenerating into the worst of all possible governments, a 
democracy. Another gendeman on the same side of the house, 
thought government must have a majority to support them in 
their necessary measures, and to extinguish the squibs that wer« 
thrown against them ; and the cheaper that majority was )>ro- 
cured, so much the better for the country : and being arraigned 
by Mr. G. Ponsonby for usmg such unconstitutional language, 
he repeated it, and added, if they had not, they must cease to 
govern. The bill was lost by a similar majority. The division 
of the Irish House of Commons was not precisely formed upon 
the principles which divided the parliament of Great Britain ; 
for on this night, Mr. C. O'Neile, who was one of the most 
forward in the opposition in Ireland, paid many handsome 
compliments to Mr. Pitt, whom he believed to be as honest a 
minister as ever governed England : but he must say, that he 
prescribed a vexy different mode of conduct to his deputies in 
that kingdom. Equally violent and equally unsuccessful were 
the four remaining attacks made by the gentlemen of the oppo« 
sition: viz. Mr. Grattan's motion for the encouragement 
^ of the reclaiming of barren land : on the first reading of the 
pension bill : the second reading of the responsibility bill ; and 
Mr. G. Ponsonby's motion respecting fiats for levying unas- 
sessed damages upon the parties affidavits of their own imagi- 
nary losses.^ 

entirely frame : they found it. A bill had shewn its face in the British House 
of Commons for a moment, and bad been turned out of the doors immediately : 
a scavenger would have found it in the streets of London ; the groping bands 
of the Irish ministry picked it up, and made it the law of the land. 

* 11 Purl. Debates, p. 359. Thifl motion was, *' That it is the opinion of 
«' this committee, that the Chief Justice of the Court of King's Bench, in 
M ordering a capiat ad retpomlendum to issue against John Magee, on the affida- 
«< vit of Hichanl Daly, marked 4000/. acted ille^ly." 
. Mr. G.Ponsonby entered into an able discjuisition of thf law of actions on 
tortj liqmdatedi iad uncc.rtavi d^m^^gcs^ yrhich rest w^th a juryi Mid special 
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The year 1791 brought the political fever, then raging on the. 
continent to a crisis alarming to ' the British empire, and par-, 
ticularly to Ireland* No wonder, that a country, which had so 
lately obtained a constitution for itself, should find extensive 
subject for reflection upon the revolutions and new constitutions 
of France and Poland* The sympathy, which several of the 
armed corps and other public bodies exultingly expressed with 
the assertors of civil freedom in those countries, was obnoxious 
to government, and it became the system of the castle to affix 
a marked stigma upon every person, who countenanced or 
spoke in favour of any measure, that bore the semblance of 
reform or revolution. Even the ardour for commemorating the 
lera of 1688, was attempted to be damped ; the word liberty 

and excessive bail. The debate was very lon^, and not very interesting" to 
others than lawyers. The question was of the highest consequence to the 
Hbeny of the press and of the subject. It had been \i^rked up more into a 
party question, than probably it otherwise would have been, on account of the 
two persons principally concerned* viz. Francis Higgins, the proprietor and 
conductor of a government newspaper, and John Maree, the printer and editor 
of an opposition newspaper. The motion was vehemently opposed by the 
attorney and solicitor general, and prime seijeant: and ultimately rejected by 
a majority of 125 against 65. The leading facts upon which the motion was 
bottomed, were according to Mr. G. Ponsonby':) statement : that in that case, 
Maffee, the printer, had most grossly abused the noble lord himself in his 
paper ; it was tlierefore incumbent on his lordship to proceed with the most 
guarded circumspection, that no enemy might attribute his severity to personal 
motives : his conduct should have been such as the law, in its strictest sense, 
would warrant and justify. But what was his lordship's conduct \ Instead of 
proceeding with that caution, and that disregard to vulgar abuse, which 
would have done him honour, he granted a^inst Magee one fiat at the suit of 
Daly for 4000/. one fiat at the suit of Higgtna for 3000/. one fiat at the suit of 
Tracy for 1000/. and one fiat at £he suit of Brenan for 800/. making together 
a sum of 7800/. and this at a time when the man was under a criminal infor- 
mation in his own court. 

Magee after many delays and long imprisonment, was brought to trial upon 
Daly's fiat of 4000/. In this trial a variety of newspapers and letters, not 
alleged in the original affidavit, were allowed to be read as evidence against 
him : yet after all, twelve honest men, upon their oathsp awaixled Daly but 
300/. damages, the twentieth part of the fiat for wliich he was thrown into jail. 
If any proof of the enormity of the proceedings was wanting, here it was : 
Magee had offered 500/. bail, which was refused, not by Lord Clonmel alone, 
but b^ the whole court : he did not, however, want to criminate the other 
judges, nor would this criminality justify the chief justice: no partnership in 
wrong can produce innocence : he \irould therefore take no notice of them 
but conpne himself to the chief justice Alone, and his charg:e>against him was, 
tliat he had iHegally deprived a freeman of bis liberty. 

This was no question of party. He did not take it up as measure of oppo- 
sition ; every man knew, that before he was fixed on that -side of the house 
he^eclared he would follow it up : therefi)re let it not be considered as a ques! 
tion of party ; the true motives, on which he urged it were stronger than any 
party motives could be ;• a regard for the laws and liberties of the country ; 
a rei^rd fir the most invaluable blessings the subject could possess ; per- 
sonal liberty ; a blessing, without which all earthly blessings wei*e vain and 
iseles5. 
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always carried with it suspicion, often reprobation. As aB the 
eiForts and struggles of the opposition in the late sessions of 
parliament, were for the attainment of those rights, which pi in* 
cipally form the freedom of the British constitution, the assertors 
of them were branded with the now odious t^rm of democrats, 
and holden out by government as factious disturbers of the old 
constitution, with a view to introduce the new fangled princi- 
ples of revolutionary doctrines. In proportion to the progress 
of the French revolution to those scenes, which at last outraged 
humanitv, were some efforts in favour of the most constitutional 
liberty resisted in parliament, as attempts to mtroduce a system 
of French equalit)-. Such was the general panic, such the real 
or assumed execration of every thing, that had a tendency to 
democracy, that comparatively few of the higher orders through 
the kingdom retained, or avowed those general whig principles, 
which two years before that man was not deemed loyaj, who did 
not profess. 

Mr. Burke by his book on the French revolution, published 
in the year 1790^, had worked a stupendous change in the pub- 
lic mind, and the few in the upper walks of life, who Sid not 
become his proselytes, merely retainin^^ their former principles, 
were astonished to find their ranks thinned and their standard 

* The political chang^e of the public mind about this period, was eTidently 
productive of the most unprecedented system of strong and coercive measures, 
known since the Revolution within the British empire. A very decided ma- 
jority both within and without the parliament of Great Britain' favoured that 
aystera : in Ireland the people more generally resisted its introduction and 
influence than in Great Britain. Mr. Burke had the merit, if merit it were* 
of causing the great defection from the Whig Party : he andliia friends, who 
went over to government on that occasion, were the most forward and zealous 
in holding out the dwindled phalanx of opposition, as enemies to their country 
and constitution. The fervor of the new converts for proselytizing their old 
SiSsociateswas unbounded; the old leaders of the court party tnumphandy 
indulged in the easy decomposition of their opponents : both concurred in 
stamping the few, who steadily retained their principles with all the odium, 
contempt and malevolence, that ingenuity could affix to the new terms, Jaco- 
bins and Democrats. From thenceforth a new and sable tinge was thrown 
upon every attempt in parliament to urge any popular measure, that woukl 
lately have been considered patriotic and constitutional. It is not a little 
remarkable, thjtt the first time Mr Burke publicly avowed liis new creed, and 
seceded from the opposition, was~ on the occasion of Mr. Flood's motion in 
the British House of Commons for enquiring into the state of the pogular re- 
presentation in parliament. Much as Mr. Burke had formerly inveighed 
against the want of confidence and sympathy between the constituents and 
representatives in Great Britain, yet evidently at this time tliey were perfectly 
identified, when compared with the relations of the people and the parliament 
in Ireland. That publication of Mr. Burke's gave occasion to Mr. Pa}'ne*8 
JRigbuqf Man. A book fatally calculated to seduce and poison the minds of 
an irritable and empoverished people, emerging from what they considered a 
state of oppression and slavery, into the possession of a free constittition, to the 
riglit of which their title had been acloiowledgGd, but of the enjoyment off 
which, tliey h.ad ^s yet been ^Iflen9ihle. 
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deserted by dome of their most zealorus leaders and sopportertf 
who of course carried off with them the numerical strength of 
the party. 

1 he change of political sentiment in Ireland did not keep pace 
with that in Great Britain. The defection from the ranks of 
opposition in parliament was comparatively trivial: and the 
general disposition of the people to civil liberty appeared to be 
sharpened by the encrease of coercion and intimidation. Some 
ill-minded and artful demagogues availed themselves of the po- 
pular fever, which had never totally abated from the year 1782^ 
the pernicious doctrines and conclusions of Mr. Payne, artfully 
mixed up with the most popular truisms were circulated it 
the lowest price, distributed graiisy and imbibed with in- 
satjable avidity : the casde-gates were trebly barred against 
concession and indulgence : it was published, that every effort 
towards their attainment at a time so critically awful, would 
be deemed hostile, and a future bar, even to seasonable applica- 
tion. 

It may appear singular, that several years had now gone'over, 
since Ireland had become independent in her legislature, and 
free in her trade ; that the great body of the Irish people, who 
were still oppressed with a grievous code of penal statutes, 
should have attem|;f ed no public measure to be admitted to the 
enjoyment of that constitution, which their countrymen so tri- 
umphantly boasted of having asserted and obtained. The voice 
of the nation had been loud and unanimous for universal tolera- 
tion, and indiscriminate participation of civil rights by every 
Irishman. Publications were circulated upon the tendency c^ 
the Catholic religion, to render its followers loyal, dutiful, and 
peaceable subjects ; pastoral instructions were published by the 
Roman Catholic bishops through their dioceses, and read in all 
their chapels to dehort their congregations from imbibing the 
pernicious doctrines so sedulously attempted to be spread amongst 
them, and to enforce subordination, peace, and loyalty in their 
conduct.* 

N The Catholic body had not altogether remained inactive or 
inattentive to their concerns : the most liberal and friendly de- 
clarations in their favour had been nrade by the different bodies 
of volunteers ; and out of respect to those gentlemen, wholiad 
so disinterestedly espoused their cause,* they held back an 

^ * In this year, 1791, the author in his C(ue Stated, (p. 19.) professed an opi. 
nion, which his ohserration an<l experience have sioce con&nned, that cir- 
cumstanced as the Irish are, tlieir strict obser^'ance of the Catholic religion 
is supereminently catoolated to preser\'e them frrtro anarchy and confusion, and 
keep them dctcile, quiet and loyal. ** It is in thif, and tbi* above every thing 
** else, in 'ujbich under Providence we shall Jind an antidote against the poison thus 
" traitorously attempted to be spread amongst them** 

* Although several of these opinions, have appeared in the foregoinff 
pAgcs ; yet there was one declaration mads by a Protestant bishop, to which 
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application to parliament on their own behalf, lest it might in* 
terfere with tlu^se great, national, and popular questions, which 

the Catholiot had annexed particular influence, which ought not to hare been 
omitted. 

Bill ofMigbu* BoHalion. 

At a meeting of part of said battalion, at Ballymoney, on the 24th of De- 
cember, 1783, the fbWowlng resolutions having been unanimously agreed to, 
received the approba^on or the remainder of the battalion, at BaUycastle, on 
the 26lh of December. 

Rtwlved, That the present crisis of the nation, united to the voice of our 
duty as freemen; dictate to us, and we are determined to pursue, such a line 
of conduct, as, founded in truth, animated by firmness, and guidad by modera- 
tion, is the most likely expedient to stem the torrent of corruption at home, 
and resist usurpation from abroad. • 

jRetoived, That as public men and public measures ought alwajrs to be 
open to animadversion and candid discussion, so the approbation of either 
has reciprocally a happy tendency to awe the profligate, and embolden the 
virtuous. 

JRuotved therefore. That the following address be presented from this bat- 
talion, by a deputation thereof, under arms, to the £arl of Bristol, -Lord Bi- 
shop of Deny, for his truly laudable exertions in favour of the rights of man- 
kind, and a parliamentary reform. 

* 

•• To the Rieht Honourable Earl of Bristol, I-,ord Bishop of Derry, for 
- " his truly laudable Exertions in Favour of the Rights of Mankind, and a 

•''Parliamentary Reform. 

** To the Right Honourable the' Earl of Bristol Lord Bishop of Deny. 

" The Address of the Bill of Rights* Battalion. 

•* My Losd, 

" HAVING with the eye of silent approbation viewed 
*• your conduct in every stage of its progress, at the grand national coo- 
•' vention of volunteer delegates, we are impelled by those generous senti- 
•' ments, that actuate the breasts of Irishmen, to offer your lordship this ad- 
*' dress as a mark of our esteem and gratitude. 

" Ing^titude, my lord, is not -of Irish origin, though some of HH)emia*s 
" detested sons. Mammon's bond slaves, now basely spuin the parent, by 

whose fostering hand tliey rose. 

*' We see with indignation and concern, the treatment which the wise, 

spirited, and salutary resolutions of the volunteer convention have receiv. 
*' ed. But we trust, the virtuous efforts of an united people, under the auspices 
'* of your lordship and your respectable colleagues, will yet Cleanse the Au- 
** gean stable, the stalls of venality and corruption, the effluvia of noisome and 

putrid boroughs. 

" The gloomy clouds of superstition and bigotry, those engines of disunion, 

beinp^ fled the realm, the mterests of Ireland can no longer suffer by a di- 
" versity of religious persuasions. All are united in the pursuit of one g^eat 
•* object, the extermination of corruption from our constitution ; nor can 
" your lordship 'and your virtuous coadjutors, in promoting civil and religious 
" liberty, be destitute of the stable aid of all professions. 

" Permit us to assure you, that as freemen, freeholders and volunteers, 
" our exertions to effectuate the grand woric of reform already begun, 
'* shall l>e as strenuous as the aim is important. And tliHt we are, with un- 
'* feigned gratitude and respect, your lordship's most faithful friends, 

" Sigpned by order of the Battalionf 

•* John Orr, Sec." 

In consequence of the above resolutions, a deputation from the battalion, 
consisting of eighty rank and file, headed by their lieutenant colonel, waited 
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the patriots in parliament had pledged themselves to their 
country to persevere in till obtained* Several sessions had 

on his lordship the 14th instant, at Downhill, and presented their address 
under arms ; to wiiich his lordship was pleased to give the subsequent 
reply : 

** Gentlbmen, 

••WHEN you acknowledged the senrlces of your fel- 
•* low-citizens in the county of Antrith, in the late struggle for liberty, you 
" rewarded their toils in the coin most valuable to virtuous men ; and your 
" approbation of their efforts, in some measure, consoled them for want of 
•• success. 

' *' But when you step forth from your own county to ^ail the individual of 
" another, unknown to you but by his honest endeavours, and unconnected, 
" except by that kindred spirit^ which seems now at length to pervade the 
*' wHole mass of citizens, and like a Promethean fire, to animate an hitherto 
** lifeless lump, the satisfaction excited in his mind, by the applauses of men, 
'* who have a right to approve what they dare to support, can be known only 
*f to those, who are conscious of deserving what they are fortunate enough to 
•* receive. 

" Where the conscience of a patriot bears testimony to the truth of the 
** panegyric, and the sincerity of the panegyrist's praises ceases to be 
*' adulation, they then become the wholesome food of a manly mind, and 
^ noiu'ish that virtue they were at iirst intended only to approve. 

" But gentlemen, those who dare assert their own rights, should rise above 
'* the mean policy of violating those of others. 

*' There is in this island a class of citizens equally respectable, and 
" infinitely more numerous, than those who have hitherto oppressed 
•* them. 

*' Men,' who have long crouched under the iron rod of their oppressors^ 
** not from any dastardly insensibility to their shackles, not from any un- 
'* manly indifference to the unalienable rights of men ; but fronfi a pious 
" dread of wounding our common country through the sides of its ty- 
" rants. 
'* Men, in whose hearts beats at this instant as high a pulse for libeiv 
ty, and through whose veins pours a tide of as pure blood and as noble 
too, as any that animates the proudest citizen in Ireland. 
" Men, whose ancestors at the hazard of their property, and with the loss 
of tlieir lives, obtained the first great Bill of Rights, and upon which every 
*" other must be founded, the Magna Charta of Ireland. 

'* Men, whose ancestors in the midst of imorance, could discriminate be- 
** tween the duties of a religionist, and the rights of a citizen ; and w^ enacted 
" those elementary and never obsolete statutes of premunire, which for cea- 
<* tunes have been an irrefragable monument of their sagacity in distinguishing^ 
" and their fortitude in severing their duty to the churah of Rome, from their 
'* dependance on its court. * 

** Men, the undegenerate progeny of such virtuous ancestors, who with a 
*' firmness worthy of our imitation, and still more worthy of our gratitude, have 
•• endured those very outrages from their country ,^ which their forefathers 
" spumed at from its sovereign ; and whp. under a series of accumulated 
" wrongs which would heighten the disgrace of human ]K)licy, if they could 
•« be paralleled in its annals, have, with a fortitude as unexampled as their 
•* oppression, allowed every thing dear to the human heart to be wrecked, 
•• except their religion and th^ir patriotism, except their acquiescence to the 
" will of an inscrutable God, and their affection to a mistaken and deluded 

'• country. 

*' But gentlemen, the hour is now come, when sound policy, as well as xrre- 
'* sistible justice, will compel those who demand their own rights, to suppott 
«' their elaitn by arestitution of those of their fellow citizenst 
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gone over in fruitless efforts to attain those points. The pa** 
triots, who, ahnost to a man, were favourable to the claims of 
the Catholics, declined bringing them before parliament ; be- 
cause the very circumstance of their being ihoved from the 
opposition bench, would be a sure ground of rejection. The 
Catholics could noi but observe, the indisposition of government 
to concession daily increase : and the (by of remonstrance and 
redress vanish behind the cloud of rigour and coercion, now 
iissumed necessary to be exercised upon the people. 

On the 11th of February, 1791, a meeting was convened at 
Dublin of the general committee of the Catholics of Ireland, 
at which the differentresolutions and instructions from various 
parts of the kingdom to the committee were read ; upon which 
they came to the following resolution. *^ That the several 
^ papers then read, containing resolutions and instructions from 
^^ that city, and from the principal cities and towns in Ireland, 
^ be referred to a committee of eight, who should report thereon 
*^ to the committee, on Friday the 1 8th instant :'' on which day, 
the general committee met, the Earl of Fingal being in the chair. 
Resolved, ^^ that the report of the committee of eight, on the 
^ resolutions and instructions transmitted to them from the 
f^ different parts of the kingdom be received ;" and the report 
was to the following effect : 

^^ Your committee having, in obedience to your directions, 
^ carefully perused the resolutions of the Catholics of Ireland, 
^^ report, that said resolutions contain the most unequivocal sen- 
** ttments of loyalty to our most gracious sovereign, George the 
*^ Third, of love for our country, and obedience to its laws, and 
** the most humble hope of being restored to some participation 
^* of its excellent constitution. 

^^ That your Catholic brethren refer, with confidence, to the 
^ numberless proofs they have given of fidelity in times the 
*^ most perilous, when rebellion raged in the bosom of Britain, 
*^ and when foreign invasion threatened our coast, and to that 
^ alacrity with which all descriptions of our people took the 
^ oath of allegiance ; and they rely that their scrupulous obser* 
^ vance of such sacred obligation will no %rhere be doubted, 
^ when it is considered, that if they took those oaths required by 
^ law, they would thereby become entitled to all the rights of 
^ citizens. 

'* When Ireland miut necessarily avail herself of her whole internal force 
** to ward off foreign encroachment, or once more acquiesce under those en* 
** croachments, the better to exercise anew the tyranny of a part of the com* 
M munity over the dearest and unalienable rights of others. 

<* For, one million of divided Protestants can never, in the scale of human 
** government, be a counterpoise against two millions of united Catholics. But 
" gentlemen of the Bill of Rights' battalion, I appeal to yourselves, and sum- 
" mon you to consistency, 'i^^rannyis not gDvernment, and allegiance is due 

only to {protection. 
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^^ That, with idl humility, they confide in the justice, liberal** 
^ ity, and wisdom of parliament, and the benignity of our most 
*^ gracious sovereign, to relieve them from their degraded 
^ situation, and no longer to suffer them to continue like stran* 
^^ gers in their native land ; but thus have the glory of shewing 
^ all Europe, that in the plenitude of power, strength, and riches 
^ of the British empire, when nothing they grant can be imputed 
^^ to any motives but those of justice and toleration ; that, at 
'^ such a period, they deign to hear and relieve their oppressed 
^^ and faithful subjects, and to unite them for ever to their coun«- 
*' try, by every tie of gratitude and interest; and that they will 
^^ shew to all Europe, that humble and peaceful conduct, and 
^^ dutiful application, are the only true and effectual methods for 
*^ good subjects to obtain relief from a wise and good govern* 
" ment. 

*^ That our Catholic brethren therefore desire, that applica^ 
^ tion may be made for such relief as the wisdom and justice 
^^ of parliament may grant ; and they hope to be restored, at 
^^ least, to some of the rights and privileges which have been 
'^ wisely granted to others who dissent from the established 
^* church; that they may be thus enabled to promote, in con* 
^ junction with ihe rest of their fellow subjects, the present and 
^ future happiness and strength of their country. 

^* That our said Catholic brethren direct, that such application 
^ be immediately made, and continued, in the most submissive 
^ and constitutional manner, for a mitigation of the restrictions 
^^ and disqualifications under which they labour, 

^ Resolved, that this meeting do agree with, and adopt, the 
^ report of their committee, and that a committee of twelve be 
^ appointed to carry the same into execution. 

In obedience to the above resolution, a petition was prepared, ' 
though not presented, to parliament for the reasons mentioned 
in that report. It was impossible, that the disposition to civil 
liberty, which from the first institution of the volunteers had 
pervaded all ranks of persons throughout the kingdom, should 
have remained inactive upon the great mass of the community^ 
who were Catholics. So little prominent notwithstanding were 
they as a body, in bringing forward their own claims, that it had 
been frequently questioned at public meetings in the North, 
whether or no they were sincere in the cause of liberty. Fatally 
however for their cause, the anti-gallomania which in Great 
Britain had produced such convulsive effects upon political^ 
social, and even domestic ties and connections, was there pro- 
ductive of new ground of discord in the Catholic body. About 
threescore of the principal country gentlemen in conjunction* 
with the Earl of Fingal, Lord Kenmare, and some of the digni'^ 
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.fied and other clergy, had in this year seceded from the Catholic 
committee, from an apprehension, that most of the city orators, 
who had taken a lead in it, were connected with some of the 
high flying patriots of the North, and not wholly unfriendlj 
to the principles of the French revolution* Hence the Catholic 
body was divided into an aristocratic and a democratic part^r* 
Such at least were the two divisions of the Catholic body coq« 
sidered and represented to the public ; and unfortunately for ' 
the cause of the body at large, the grounds of the division werf^ 
urged by the respective partisans with considerable virulence 
and acrimony. Several leading gentlemen of the Catholic 
committee, had formed political intimacies with some gendemen 
at the bar of great abilities, and staunch advocates ibr all the 
popular questions that had lately been brought before parliament ; 
among whom the honourable Simon Butler, a brother of the 
late Lord Mountgarret, Theobald Wolfe Tone, and Todd Jones 
were the most forward. These gendemen appearing earnest in 
their pursuit of freedom for themselves and others, assured the 
gentlenien of the committee of the liberal and cordial disposition 
of their northern friends and associates, to co-operate with them 
in the glorious object of obtaining the emancipation of three mil- 
lions of their countrymen, and they easily persuaded them, that 
an union of their interests for this great object must ultimately 
succeed. These gentlemen proffered their services to the 
Catholic committee, and published in their own names, some 
very able and strong arguments for the repeal of all dieir restric- 
tive laws against the Roman Catholics. These publications con- 
tained language more bold and decisive than had hitherto ever 
been adopted in urging the claims of that body ; some also of 
their own body followed the example of these Protestant gentle- 
men, and publicly spoke a language, which had before never 
come from the mouth or pen of any one of the Catholic persua- 
sion in Ireland. It would be needless to remark how obnoxious 
such gentlemen and their writings were to government } and it 
is necessary to presume, that the castle must have intimated 
to those gentlemen of the Catholic body, upon whom they had a 
more immediate influence, how offensive to government this 
connection and union between the Catholics and Dissenters 
were, and hence arose that secession from the committee, which 
we shall afterwards notice. 

The Irish nation had been for some time in the habit of 
reading and canvassing all political topics, and there is no ques- 
tion, but that the public mind was much opened, and the people 
out of parliament generally disposed to support the Catholic 
claims. 

% .Upon these grounds the committee had come to a resolution 
of availing- themselves of the earliest opportunity of applying 
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to piarliainent^ for redress. They appointed twelve gentlemen 
to take without delay such steps, as they should deem expe- 
dient for that purpose* These gendemen accepted the trust ; 
but after having repeatedly met, two of them diifered in opi«> 
nion, with regard to the propriety of coming forward at that 
puticular period, and dedined complying with the direction 
which they had received. 

. * Although the petition, which was prepared for this purpose, never were 
actually presented to parliament, a copy of it is subjoined, in order to siiew 
the nature and extent of the Catholics' expectations at that period. 

** To the Right Honourable and Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur- 

^ gesses, in Parliament assembled, 
" The humble Petition of the Catholics of Ireland, 

" SRlWBTHy 

" THAT A century has now nearly elapsed since several 
'* laws, highly penal in their effect, were passed by the legislature of this 
*' country, excluding the Catholic inhabitants thereof from numberless privt- 
" leges and advantages enjoyed by the rest of their fellow subjects. 

*' That whilst the consequences of those laws were felt in their severest 
** operation, the loyalty of the Catholics of Ireland was unshaken, and their 
" conduct uniformly marked with that respect and submission due to legisla- 
•' tive authority. 

*< That your petitioners beg leave humbly to august to this honourable 
*' house, the laws of which they complain were passed m a season of animosity, 
*' at the dose of party contention, and as the penalty of political opinions, 
** which it is miiveiisaUy admitted do not at this day exist ; that they were 
'* continued, as having been deemed necessary to secure the succession in the 
<* august House of Brunswick, to which none of their fellow subjects are moi^e 
*« warmly attached. 

** That ever^ danger to that succession is now removed, and that even if it 
" were otherwise, they have lately bound themselves to their beloved sove- 
" reign, and their country, by the most awful and sacred obligation; an obli- 
*< gation to which your petitioners refer with the greater confidence, as if 
'* oaths were lightly estimated by Catholics, they might long since have enti- 
** tied themselves to the full rigfbts of citizens. 

" That some years since, the parliament of this kingdom was, in its wisdom 
" and humanity, pleased to remove part of the restrictions, under which your. 
" petitioners Uy; and that this indulgence, far from producing any ill effects, 
'* has only served to strengthen tlie loyalty of your petitioners, and contribute 
" totlie erowing prosperity of the empire. 

'* That by the laws still in force, the Catholics of Ireland, though entitled. 
** through the benevolence of parliament to purchase lands, are precluded from 
" almost every opportunity of improving the natural advantages of talents and 
*< connections ; and that when inclination, or any otlier' circumstances, has dts* 
*' qualified them from commercial pursuits, they are under the cruel necessity 
•• of beconiing exilssfrom their families and country, and seeking that sifua- 
** tion in foreign states which is denied them in their native land. 

« That your petitioners feel a conscious pri<le in beiiijr able to offer their' 
<* past, as a pledge of their future gpood conduct, and humbly beg leave to insist, 
'*.that men ninccrely and warmly attached to the constitution of their country) 
" even when they were the objects of its censure and severity, are not likely to « 
" become less anxious for its preservation from being admitted to a^ fuller par- 
" ticipation of its blessings. 

*' Your petitioners, therefore, humbly pray, that this honourable house will 
" take the premises into consideration, and gprant to your petitioners such re- 
** ^ief as to Its wisdom, justice, and humanity shall seem meet. 

" And your jietitioners will eve* prav/» ' 
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From a desire of procuring unanimitjr, ic was tfaoogfat prodent 
to submit the subject again to the consideration of the geaerad 
committee* At a meeting convened for that purpose, a gentle- 
man who declared himself commissioned by Lord Kenmare to 
communicate his sentiments to the committee, gave notice of 
his lordship's disapprobation of the measure, and of his deter- 
mination not to co-operate in it^ although his lordship had never 
attended at any of the meetings, in which the measure had been 
discussed, and the Earl of Fingal, who, on that night filled the 
chair, appeared to acquiesce in Lord Kenmare's opinion* The 
reason, however, for laying before parliament the situation of 
the Catholics, and humbly soliciting a relief from some of the 
severe restrictions, under which they labout;rd, appeared con- 
clusive to the meeting ; and the former resolution of an imme- 
diate application to the legislature was again adopted by a very 
great majority* 

On the 18th of April the committee met otice more, and de- 
livered in their report, which fully accounted for their reasons 
for suspending their application to parliament, and was to the 
following eiFect* 

^^ In compliance with your instructions, the first object of the 
^* attention of your committee was, to prepare a petition to par- 
'^ liament, expressive of those sentiments of loyalty and sub- 
^^ mission to the laws of their country, so strongly marked in 
'' the rei'olutions transmitted from different parts of the king^ 
^^ dom* We were aware of the unfavourable conclusions, which 
*' those of our fellow subjects, whose minds, from political or 
** religious prejudices, were less prepared to meet our wishes^ 
^^ must naturally draw from the disunion of any of our mem- 
^^ bers, however small their numbers might be, or inconsidera* 
*' ble their consequence, when compared with that of the Ca- 
^^ tholic body at large* Anxious to obviate this inconvenience, 
*' we endeavoured, by every measure not inconsistent with the 
** line of conduct pointed out to us by this general committee, to 
** procure the co-operation of the two noble lords* 

** For this purpose your committee employed the mediation 
** of our respectable prelate, whose virtues and amiable charac- 
" ter entitled him to the confidence of all parties ; and with 
^^ gratitude they acknowledge the kindness of his prompt and 
" zealous, though ineffectual interference* 

" After consuming a considerable time in fruitless negocia- 
** tions, your committee directed Mr. Edward Byrne to ac- 
" quaint Mr. Secretary Hobart of the intention of the Catholics, 
** and to request to know when it would be agreeable to him to 
" be waited upon by a deputation from that body, for the pur- 
^^ pose of laying before him a copy of the petition, and soliciting 
*' the support of government on their behalf. 
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r ^ Upon receiving Mr. Secretary Hobart's answer, your con* 
^ mittee, still desirous to conciliate, informed the Earl of Fin* 

gal^ and Lord Viscount Kenmare, in writing, that from th« 

respect which they bore to their lordships, tney had deputed 
*^ Mr. Byrne and Mr. Rice to request their auendance at th« 
'^ castle. This letter was forwarded by Mr. Byrne, and ac* 
y^ companied with a note, acquainting their lordships, that the9« 
^^ gentlemen would wait on diem at their respective houses oa 
^f the following morning. 

u y/-^ ^j.^ sorry to be obliged to observe, that these uncom* 
^^ mon marks of deference and respectful attention, far froni 
^* gaining on the mind of the noble viscount, seemed to render 
«> him more averse tQ conciliating n^easures. He suffered th« 
*} two gentlemen to come to his house at the appointed hour, 
*^ and even there refused to see them, though deputed in your 
^^ name, and under the sanction of your authority. Several 
" conferences had taken place with the Earl of Fingal, whos« 
^^ attachment to our cause was too sincere not to lament, that 
^ any difference of opinion should exist ; but having hitherto 
^^ acted in conjunction with Lord Kenmare, he declared himself 
^ reluctant to join in any measure without the concurrent ap« 
^^ probation of the noble viscount. Nor was it till shordy be* 
*^ fore the hour appointed by Mr. Secretary Hobart, that your 
^^ committee received information, that the noble lords would 
'* meet them at the castle. 

*'^ In this interview with the minister, we delivered, through 
^' the hands of the Earl of Fingal, a copy of the petition intend- 
^ ed to be presented to parliament. Here we beg leave to ar« 
^^ rest your attention. A charge of a serious nature has been 
^^ made. We are far from imputing to any particular person 
^' the ind^orous assertions, injurious misrepresentations, and 
^ unnatural triumphs, at every obstacle that did arise to damp 
" our exertions ; had they been confined Jio our proceedings 
*^ whilst we were strictly and literally pursuing your instruc- 
*^ tions, we should have passed them unnoticed; but your com- 
^^ mittee cannot remain silent under the imputation of having 
*^ trifled with your authority, M>d surprised the noble lords, by 
^^ presenting a copy of your resolutions without any previous 
*^ communication. That such a copy was presented without 
'^communication, is true ; but that the production of it was an 
*> object of indispensable necessity ; that by withholding it your 
'> committee would have proved themselves unworthy of your 
'^ confidence, and the interest of the Catholic cause received an 
^^ irreparable injury, is equally true. It is still fresh in your re- 
*' collection, that on the last night of the general meeting, one 
*' nobleman, in person, and the other through the mouth of a 
^' gentleman, who declared himself authorized to speak in his 
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^name, refused to coincide in. your measures. You have aba 
** been informed of the repeated and unsuccessful attempts that 
^ were made to prevail on them to sacrifice their private sentU 
^ ments to the general opinion of their fellow suiferers. Thus 
^ deprived of the countenance of those^ who were in the habit 
^ of addressing administration in the name of the Catholics, it 
*^ became incumbent on your committee to produce some au- 
^^ thentic document, to shew that in presenting themselves be- 
^* fore his majesty^s ministers, they were not an obtruding, self- 
^ created deputation, nor even the delegates of a numerous body 
*** of Catholics assembled in the metropolis ; but that they were 
^ authorized to act on behalf, and that their language was the 
^* language of their brethren through the kingdom. The deter- 
*' roination of the noble lords to meet our committee at the cas- 
•* tie, rendered this expedient unnecessary* They, however, 
^ deemed it not unadvisable to carry with them a copy of your 
* resolutions, in case any unforeseen circumstance should call 
^ on them to make use of it« The event fully justified their 
^ caution. After their chairmain had informed Mr. Secretary 
^ Hobart of the purpose of this deputation, your committee^ 
^ with equal astonishment and regret, heard the noble viscount 
** declare, in the name of the Catholics, intentions different 
*^ from what they had resolved upon, and from what your com- 
<^ mittee, in consequence of your resolution, had communicated 
*^ to the minister in writing. What views could have induced 
'* the noble lord to make such a declaration, it is difficult to con- 
^ jecture. Had not your committee adopted the expedient al- 
^ luded to, they would have been reduced to the alternative of 
*^ entering, before Mr. Secretary Hobart, into a discussion 
^^ equally unpleasant in itself, and injurious in its consequences ;' 
^^ or of suffering the mis-statement of an individual, to obstruct 
** the wishes of the entire Catholic body. By presenting the 
" copy of your resolutions they were relieved, to their complete ' 
^ satisfaction, from the effects of so serious a mistake. 

*^ Your committee having thus eluded the imprudence of the 
<^ noble lord, had still the mortification to find him counteracting 
** their measures ; for on the day following their interview with 
^* the minister, he wrote to the secretary to disavow those reso- 
^ lutions, which he had not then read, and which had received 
** the approbation of two general committees, at each of which 
** the Earl of Fingal had presided. Your committee, with defe- 
<* rence, submit how irregular and unwarrantable it is in any in- 
^ dividual, who has declined joining in your deliberations, to 
^ take upon himself to condemn, even obliquely, proceedings, 
" with the nature of which, from his own indifference, or neglect, 
*' he must be totally unacquainted. 
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*' An immediate application to parliament next engaged the 
^^ attention of your committee* They addressed themselves to 
^' several persons high in rank and consequence, equally respected 
^^ by administration, and endeared to their fellour subjects, by 
*^ their private and public virtues* Your committee are happy 
^' to inform you, that every member of the legislature to whom 
^^ the intentions of the Catholics were made known, approved, 
^ in the. most unqualified terms, of the moderate and constitu- 
.^^ tional steps they had resolved to pursue, and expressed the 
*'^ fullest conviction of their loyaky, and of the claim which an 
^^ uniform good conduct had given them to the liberality of par«- 
'^ liament* From the advanced period, however, of the session, 
^^ from the difficulty of communicatingi in so short a time,. with' 
** their respective political connections, or of bestowing on the 
^^ subject that attention which its importance required, your 
^^ sincerest well-wishers recommended to your committee to 
*^ postpone the intended application. 

*^ Satisfied, that by the public discussion of your situation, 
^^ the end had been in a great measure attained^ for which you 
*^ wished that the petition had been presented this session, your 
*^ committee thought it prudent to comply with the advice of 
*^ their friends } and as a further mark of their respect to govern* 
^^ ment, they gave immediate information of their intention to 
.** Mr. Secretary Hobart* 

^^ Under these circumstances, your committee beg leave to 
*^ resign into your hands the trust which you have delegated to 
^^ their care, with an humble hope, that their exertions may prove 
*^ not unacceptable. They mention to you, with pleasure, the 
^^ happy impression which has been made on the minds of your 
*^ fellow subjects by that spirit of moderation, which has hitherto 
*^ presided pver your deliberations, and directed your measures. 
•* The liberality of the times is favourable to your efforts. The 
*^ prejudices entertained against you will subside in proportion 
'* as your principles and sentiments are made known and dis« 
'^ cussed ; and your committee may venture to assure you, that 
*^ submissive and constitutional applications are the only effectual 
'^ means, by which you can hope to obtain a mitigation of the 
^* penal laws. 

^^ Resolved^ That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
^^ our sub-committee, for their attention to pur instructions, and 
^ the zeal with which they 4ischarged the trust reposed in 
" them. 

*^ Reaohed^ That it is the opinion of this committee, to per- 
^^ severe in dutiful and submissive applications to pariiament 
** for a mitigation of the penal laws ; and that a committee of 
*' twenty-one be now appointed for that purpose." 

The summer past over without any circumstance of notability 
relative to the Catliolic body ; though it appear highly proba- 
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Ue that measures were carrying on m concert for establishing a 
permanent union of interest between the Protestants of the north 
(chiefly Dissenters) and the body of Roman Catholics. In the 
month of June, 1791, a paper was circulated in Dublin, contain- 
ing the design of an association to be called the Society of 
United Irishmen at Belfast : and a complete plan or prospectus 
of the society was published in the Northern Star in October 
following ; and in die same month the Roman Catholics pub* 
lished a declaration of their tenets and pretensions, and circu- 
lated them through the kingdom, in order to remove prejudices, 
and spirit up the exertions of their friends in their cause.^ In 
the ensuing month of November, a similar society of United 

* Irishmeo was established at Dublin : their declaration was the 
same as that of Belfast : but a test was annexted to \u^ To this 
Society Mr. James Napper Tandy was secretary, and Mr. Simon 
Butler chairman. The acts of this period are to be retailed, 
as they took place : not as they may now appear in the eyes of 
those, who coi^ider every act or transaction as'tainted with 
treason, because some of the actors in them were afterwards 
guilty of that offence. It appeared now to be the fixed system 

. of the castle to involve all societies, clubs, and associations, 
which were very numerous in Ireland, from the Whig Club 
downwards, in one common anathema of faction and sedition. 
The press teemed with publications on the great political questions 
of the day, . and the warfare was truly virulent. Lord Fitzgib- 
bon^s book, reviving the question of the regency, produced 
several acrimonious answers. The severe attacks on the Whig 
Club were answered with great ability and warmth. Opposition 
could scarcely be pushed to more severe hostilities. Every 
expression of attention to any popular character^, was an offence 
nf no mean standard at the Casde : and the resentments were 
^ways represented by the opposite parties as personal and vin- 
dictive. 

When the Earl of Charlemont sailed for England to conduct 
liis daughter to the Bath waters, the Whig Club, and all the 
irolunteer corps in Dublin, attended him underarms to the water 
edge, and paid him the like honours on his return. In the course 
of this summer this venerable nobleman found himself under 
the necessity of resigning the government of the county of 
Armagh : a confidential honour, which his ancestors had unin- 
terruptedly enjoyed from the days of Elizabeth : he considered 

* This declaration was made on tlie 31st of October, 1791, and may be ieen 
in the Appendix, No. LXXXIV. 

f It is requisite to shew, that these first societies of United Irishmen 

-Offered from those that afterwards entered into the rebellion. Here nodiine 

was secret, nothing ambiguous, nothing inconsistent with the duty of a loyn 

•object. Their test and consUtutioQ Are to be seeu in the Appendix, Kgt. 

LXXXV, 
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the joint appointment of anodier nobleman with him in tbit 

government, as an offence and insult. At this time his lord- 
ship^s predilections for the dissenters seem to have been par- 
ticularly obnoxious to government ; and many circumstances 
concur in proving, that the determined efforts of the northern 
dissenters in the cause of liberty, were infinitely more dreaded 
by government, than the claims or attempts of the CathoFics 
for their emancipation. Lord Charlemont^ was still averse 

* It was not till the year 1796, that Lord Charlemont changed his opinion 
upon this subject, haying then voted fosr their being admitted to the elective 
franchise. At the time the following address was wntten to his lordship : ^ 

*' When a project is brought forward, professing to advance the prosperity^ 
" and more firmly to secure the constitution of Ireland, the looks and thoughts 
" of men are naturally directed to Lord Charlemont : To a patriot nobleinan# 
'* whose life, his labours alike and relaxations, have been consecrated to tho 
** service of his country : in the field, in the senate, in the cabinet ; mingling 
*' literature with arms, tempering politics with philosophy i neglecting, wheA 
** tlie public exigencies required it, the cultivation of an elegant mind to joia 
" in military exercises, and set the example of assiduity and ardour : returning, 
** when the necessity had passed away, to enco\irage science in the land 
" wherein he had planted freedom ; erecting tlie temple of liberty, and courting 
** every muse to decorate the edifice. £xcuse, my lord, this intrusion i there 
" is a sort of established prescription for soliciting your notice when Ireland is 
" the abject, and the theme is freedom ; it is a price exacted for the situation 
" you tare placed in, the most enviable a man can hold ; loved, admired, and 
** venerated by an entire people. 

" I am aware, my lord, that on a former occasion, you did not seem to concur 
** in that sentiment, which it is the object of this essay to impress and to disse- 
** nunate ; if it were my design to flatter, I should turn with a courtier^s pre- 
" caution from thb contrariety i but relying on your lordship's candour, I 
*' recal the subject,, but I recal it to expostulate, not to censure i how should 
•* I censure the man, who opposes to reproof the* seven-fold shield of public 
" virtue and private benignity ? Let it stand as the most ample testimony to 
*' your good sense, that you are r^juested to reconsider an opinion once de- 
** livered, and of your imporunce in the nation, that discussing a great state 
" question, it is my wish to make ^our lordship my first proselyte. 

** So deeply rooted are our antipathies to many amongst us, the very name 
'* of popery is an abomination ; they start at the most remote hint of indulgence 
" to that hated people : such considerations could never have influenced Lord 
** Charlemont; when, my lord, the authority of your great name was opposed 
" to tlie career of liberality, the intended alteration must have appeared inez- 
" pedient. 1 know that many wise, and honourable persons, who, hke you, 
" feel warmly fi>r the rights of mankind, are induced to think the Roman 
" Catholics not prepared to receive civil liberty. I cannot assent to Uiis doc- 
*' trine ; and upon this, as well as upon otherparts of the subject, may I indulge 
^' my vanity with a hope that additional lights are to be ottered; yet should I 
'* fail in impressing upon your lordship the wished-for conviction, I must con- 
tinue to respect, even in a tirtuous mind, what I am constrained to date 
among its foibles. 

" Srutus says they are ambitious. 
" But Brutus is an honourable man<" 
It will be amidst the improvements of a future period, that the parties, which 
now distract the country, shall be extinguished ; and the motives, which at 
" this day indispose very honest men to the cause of the Roman Catholics be 
*' neglected or forgotten ; the stream of time as it wafts to posterity the events 
*' of this important «ra, will not buoy up the various feelings, by which indivi- 
** 4^ials are actuated i when at that day, my lord, history recozx]^ your name 
VOL. III. ^<} 
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from admittixig the Catholics, into any participation of the 
dtate. 

'* amongst the Ulustrious worthies, who have used their rank but as the instra- 
** ment of public advanta^, with the Homes, the Egmonts, and the Nassaus, 
** or with your own Rockingham and Saville : it will be enquired with amaze- 
■* meii%» why the benevolent friend of mankind should acquiesce in what then 
*< may appear unjust privation ; the disinterested patriot should countenance 
** what will seem not calculated to promote his country's interest : on this side 
*' alone will malignity attempt to whisper misrepresentation ; on this act 
** alone unll fame be silent ; or as she extends the annals of your life, an 
<* example to future noblemen, on tliis page onlv will she dfoo a tear, and sufer 
•* it, like the disavowed victories of Conde, to be torn from her record.*' This 
alluded to a figure of the great Cond6 at Cbantilly : Fame is represented 
holding to view the history of bis life ; but the pages supposed to contain the 
account of those victories he gained agsinft his country, are represented at 
his feet, torn from the book. 
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^H£ DIFFERENCE BETWEEN MESSRS. FLOOD AND GRATTAN : 
FROM THE DEBATES IN THE IRISH HOUSE OF COMMONS^ 

2 VOL. P. 35 to 61, &C....P. 44. 



MR. FLOQD.....I find myself little capable, of. speaking 
to this questioD, oppressed with sickness as I am ; not in the 
least degree <rxpecttng such a question this night, and more 
astonished than ever I was in my life, to find the least symp* 
tom of opposition arising on the other side of the house. The 
opposition to it should originate here, for the resolution doea 
not go as far as it ought to do. In Lord Townshend^s admi« • 
nistration, a resolution was proposed, ^* that the condition of 
*^ this, country required every practicable retrenchment to be 
^^ made in its expences ;" and the administrjition of that day 
thought they had done enough, and allowed themselves latitude 
sufficient, by amending it with the words«...consi8tent with the 
welfare thereof, and ^e honourable ^ support of his majesty's 
government ; though the resolution so amendedf stood then ex« 
«cdy like the present motion. (Here the clerk, at Mr. Flood's 
desire, read die former resolution.) But I think this motion 
still aUows too great an inlet to public profusion. Some men 
will think of their own welfare, when the welfare of the country 
is the object^ and include their own support within the honour* 
able support of his ma)est>*'9 government ; I did not, therefore, 
think any man on the side of administration would have op- 
posed tlie motion ; I rather supposed they would have called 
out in triumph to let it pass ; they would have exulted to see 
^* the x^w commons, the new country," Ireland, in its emanci- 
pated and dignified sute, tolerate the nonsense that was current 
in Lord. Townshend's administration. 
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I am as willing as any man to pay compliment to mtnistiy , 
both here and in £ngland^ to allow them «v«ry degree of credit 
for their honouraUe mtentions ; I have not the smallest ground 
of animosity or resentment to them, and when I hear oeconomjr 
recommended from the throne, almost in the words of the ho- 
nourable baronet, I am astonished at an opposition to bis mo- 
tion* Indeed, I believe the words of that recommendatioii 
were by some accident misplaced, or that government has not 
digested the plan of retrenchment ; they should not have fol- 
lowed immediately the mention of the Genevan colony, a body 
of virtuous men, who to avoid the most ignominious slavery, 
have sought an asylum in the arms of this country. It was not 
the proper place to use the word ccconomy : it there disgraces 
the virtuous and generous act of men, who have just recovered 
their own liberty ; by placing it there, we may lose a great deal 
of honour, but can save very little money* But it is not to such 
little things we are to look for relief; our retrenchments should 
reach establishments, and not like England plunge deeper each 
fiay in ruin^ Ministry both hece and in that kingdom, have 
been often warned of the fatal consequences that must follow, 
but these warnings have been treated as the visions of specula- 
tive men* England, that great and mighty country, now stag- 
gers under a load of debt, distressed and dismembered, her ex- 
pences overwhelm her ; md where is the man who will say, she 
«haU be redeemed ? Where is the man who will say, I will re- 
deem her, and will say how i Thou^ every little minister, or 
every little nian who imagines he is a minister, is ready to un* 
dertake the management of her affairs : where is the man who 
will say, that Ireland ought to have a peace establishment of 
15,000 men ? When the augmentation took place in Lord 
Townshend's administration, this country was unable to be^ 
it, and since that day we have been involving her deeper and 
deeper, because we at first engaged her in an undertaking be- 
yond her strength. When all the t^orld united against Britain, 
and she was surrounded with enemies on every side, we gtive 
way to the feelings of our hearts- and spared her 4000 men ; 
and some time after in the moment dej^ag-rante belh^ we grant*- 
ed her more than half our remaining troops : if then in time of 
war the country could subsist without troops, will any man say, 
that in time of profound peace she ought to support 15000 men I 
-No, now is the time for reducing your military establishment ; 
let yoi»r intention be known this day, that^e right honourable 
secretary may have time to communieatt with England : if you 
fitegkct the present oppormnity, no minister IiereaLfter wiB have 
even a preteiice for restoring the finances of Ais country^ 

I am no partisan either here or in England, I can gain nothing 
by it J I am reader in eitl^r place, like a mttn, to support tni- 
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sisters while they are right ; and whenever they are wr6ng, to 
#ppo3e them, and resist dieir m^sures* At present I hope my 
honourable friend will allow me to alter his motion, and state a 
preoise idea ; I would have it run thus : ^^ Reaohed^ That the 
^ condition of this country requires every practicable retrench* 
^> menty ice. and that the military establishment in its present 
^^ alate^ afibrds room for eflectual retrenchment." 

I love the army as a body of brave and worthy men, but I 
would not sacrifice the kingdom to their benefit* Now, Sir, 
if ministers really mean osconomy, they wiU agree with this 
amendment of mine ; if not, they will amuse us with the words 
only. 

Mr* George Ponsonby*.*.Sir, I can see as plainly as any man 
the intent of the reflections thrown upon your predecessor in 
iltie chair ; and I must say, as to the mover of this resolution, 
that no disapprobation of his gives me any but a pleasurable 
sensation, and I do at all times feel that supreme contempt for 
bis disapprobation and opinion, wliich I now take the liberty to* 
declare. Mr. Ponsonby then entered into a defence of his fa« 
therms (the late speaker) conduct ; he recited the history of that 
time. He said, that Mr. Flood had exerted himself to sitipport 
bis father's interest against Lord' Townshend's attacks.; anc| 
asked, why, when virtne in the shape of Lord Townshend had 
overturned interest, the alleged system of profusion had not 
been overturned also I He declared hU firm reliafnce on the 
Duke of Portland and his friends, that they intended an effec- 
tual and satisfactory reform ; and concluded, that if the ho^ 
nourable baronet thought the circle in which he sat was comi* 
posed of men grown old in iniquity, it would be but charitable 
for htm to come amongst them, as only from his virtuous con« 
tact and indefatigable labours, they could hope to be brought 
into the road of righteousness. 

Mr. Flood said, he had not supported Mr. Pohsonby's inte« 
rest, but he had opposed Lord Townshend's administration : 
he said this to exculpate Mr* Ponsonby from the charge of in% 
gratitude, for when he had fdt the hand of power, Mr. Pon« 
aonby had not supported Urn ; . but he never looked at such Ihtle 
things as the interest of particular men of parties : they appear* 
ed great indeed to the men who were engaged in them, but in 
the eyes of the man who contemfdatea the public welfare, they 
vanish into nodiing. Had I, said he, been his father^s sup- 
porter, the honourable gendeman but iU requited me^ when in 
his loudest tone, he cried out to have me dismissed, and seem* 
edto reproach miaistei^ with.punllanimity for delaying the 
sentence. He declared, indeed, that he had no personal dislike 
to me, but it was only to oblige one or two particular friends ; 
ytt the gentleannD boasts of- Whig principles, Whig connections;. 
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Whig friends he may justly bbmt, but such conduct was a auu 
uifesution of Whig apostacy. God and Nature have estabiisb^ 
ed this limit to power, it cannot long subsist divested of recti- 
tude. Do we mean to take up the words of retrenchment oui^- 
selves, or will we leave it to others to OBconomize for us ? If 
we proceed upon this business, the people will stand grateful 
and admiring spectators of our progress ; if not, the3»^may per- 
haps Uke it up themselves : let us then act honestly, let us tell 
Great Britain what no man can deny, that the militalry is the 
place to make retrenchment. I will suppose ministers as good 
as any man can wish, but his our duty to give theas opportunity 
of exercising their honest intentions. 

Mr. Gfattaru-.l shall not trouble you long, nor take up the time 
of the house, by apologizing for bodily infirmity, or the affecta- 
^on of infirmi^. I shall not speak of myself, or enter into a 
defence of my character, having never apostatized. I think it 
is not necessary for die house now to investigate what we know 
to be fact. I think it would be better to go into the business^ 
as the house did upon another occasion, without the formality 
of the committee*s report. As to myself, the honoua*able re« 
ward that a grateful nation has bestowed upon me, for «ver 
binds me to make every return in my power, and particulariy 
to oppose every unnecessary expence. I am far from thinking 
with the honourable gentleman, as to the speech; and I believe 
he will find'^instances where oeconomy has been recommended 
from the throne, but prodigality practised. This was the case 
in Lord Harcourt's administration. An administration which 
had the support of the honourable gentleman ; and therefore he^ 
of all men, cannot be at a loss to reject that illusory oeconomy, 
which has so often appeared in the speeches of lord lieutemmts. 
With respect to the Genevese, I never could have thought it 
possible to give the speech such a bias as has been mentioned, 
and that people will be deceived, if they give credit to any de* 
elamation that infers from the words of the speech, any thing 
but an honest oeconomy in applying the public money fairly to 
ihcir use. The nation has derived great honour from this 
transaction, and I would be sorry to have it tarnished by infer* 
ence and insinuation. 

In 17/1, when the burdens of tiie country were comparatively 
small, 1 made a motion similar to this; the honour^e gentle- 
man then opposed me. I have his sanction, now, that I was 
right, and he was wrong ; and I say this, that though gentk« 
men may for a while vote against retrenchments, they will at 
last see the necessity of diem. 'Yet while I think retrenchments 
absolutely necesswy, I am not very sure, that this is just the 
time to make it in the army ; now when England has acted 
justly, I will not say generously ; now when she has lost her 
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empire ; when she stitl feek the wounds of the last unhappjr 
war, and comforts herself only with the faithful friendship of 
Ireland. In 1769, when the liberties of Ireland were denied, 
and those of America in danger, it was thought unadvisable to 
retrench onr army, there can be no such reason to reduce it 
now, when both are acknowled^d and confirmed* When we' 
voted 4000 men to butcher our brethren in America, the honour- 
able gentleman should have opposed that vote ; but perhaps he 
will be able to explain the propriety of sending 4000 Irishmen 
thither. But why not look for retrenchment in the revenue 
and other departments* In my mind, the proper mode would 
be, to form a fair estimate of what would be a reasonable peaoi^ 
establishment, and reduce our several departments to it* 

Mr. Fiood.....The right honoiuiJble member can have n^ 
doubt of the propriety of my saying a word in reply to what he 
has delivered ; every member in that house can bear witness of 
the infirmity I mentioned, and therefore, it required but little 
candour to make a nocturnal attack upon that infirmity; but I 
am not afraid of the right honourable member, I will meet him 
any where, or upon any ground, by night or by day* I would 
stand poorly in my own estimation, and in my country's opinion, 
if I did not stand far above him* I do not come here dressed 
iar a rich wardrobe of words to delude the people ; I am not one 
who has promised repeatedly to bring in a bill of rights, yet 
does not bring in that bill or permit any other person to do it ; 
I am not one who threatened to impeach the chief justice of the 
King's Bench for acting under an English law, and afterwards 
shrunk from that busintss ; I am not the author of the simple 
repeal ; I am not one who, after saying the parliament was a 
parliament of prostitutes, endeavoured to make their voices sub« 
servient to my interest; I am not one who would come at mid« 
night, and attempt by a vote of this house to stifle the voice of 
the people, which my egregious folly had raised against me ; I 
am not the gentleman who subsists upon your accounts ; I am 
not the mendicant patriot who was bought by my country for a 
sum of money, and then sold my country fen prompt payment ; 
I am not the man who in this h6use loudly complained of an in- 
fringement made by England, in including Ireland in a bill, and 
then sent a certificate to Dimgannon that Ireland was not in« 
eluded ; I never was bought by the people, nor ever sold them : 
the gentleman savs, he never apostatized, but I say I never 
dianged my principles : let everj^ man say the «ame, and let the 
people believe them if they can* But if it be so bad a thing to 
take an office in the state, how comes the gentleman connected 
with persons in office* They, I hope, are men of virtue, or how 
come the gentleman so closely connected with Colonel Fitz« 
Patrick* I object to no man for being in office ; a patriot in 
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office Is the more a patriot for being there. There was a d 
when-tbe glories of the great Duke of Marlborough' shruak anrf 
xrithered before those of th« right honourable geaUenan ; when 
palaces superior to Blenheim were to be built for his recepdoo, 
when pyramids and pillars were to be raised^ and adorned with 
emUeiDs and inscriptions sacred to his virtue ; but the pillars 
«nd pyramids are now sunk, though then the great Earl of Chat^ 
ham was held inferior to him ; however, he is still so great, 
that the i|ue«n of France, I dare say, will have a song made 
on the name of Grattan. 

Lord Harcourt practised ceconomy*«.,but what was the oecono* 
ttiy of the Duke of Portland? 100,000/. was voted to raise 
20,000 seamen, though it was well known, that one third of 
that number could not be raised ; and what was the application 
^ the money ? It was applied to the raising of the execrated 
iencibles. 

It is said, I supported Lord Harcourt's administration ; it is 
true, but I never deserted my principles, but carried them into 
eke cabinet with me. A gentleman, who now hears me, knows 
that I proposed to the privy council an Irish mutiny bill, and 
that not with a view of any parliamentary granu I supported 
an absentee tax ; and while I was in office, registered my princi* 
pies in the books of government ; and the moment I could not 
mfiuence go vernment to the advantage of the nation, I ceased 
to act with them. I acted for myself; I was the first who ever 
told them, that ah Irish mutiny bill must be granted. If this 
country is now satisfied, is it owing to that gendeman? No ; 
the simple repeal, disapproved and scouted by all the lawyers in 
England and in Ireland, shews the contrary ; and the only apo- 
logy he can make is, that he is no lawyer at all. -A man of 
warm imagination and brilliant fancy will sometimes be dazzled 
with his own ideas, and may for a moment fall into eiror; 
but a man of sound head could not make so egregious a mis- 
take, and a man of an honest heart would not persist in it after 
it was discovered. I have now done: and give me leave to 
say, if the gentle mM enters often into this kind of colloquy with 
me, he will not have much to boast of at the end of the ses- 
sion. 

Mr. Grafton. ...In respebt to the house, I could w^sh to avoid 
personality, and return to the question, but I must request li- 
berty to explain some circumstances alluded to by the honoura* 
ble member : the honourable member has alluded to 3u Chris- 
topher's bill, I will declare the fact....he may tell a story : when 
I received a copy of that bill, it gave roe much pain and much 
offence ; I thought I saw the old intention of binding Ireland by 
English laws ; I therefore spoke to that effect in this house ; I 
also shewed the bill t9 all the most able and virtuous men ia 
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fkis kingdom, who were of opinion, that my suggestion wa9 
WTi-ng ; under this opinion I acquiesced, and the opinion has 
justified it : as to coming at midnight to obtain a vote, imposing 
silence on the people, I deny it, it was mis-stated in the papers^ 
my resolution was to declare this country free, and that any per* 
son who should speak or write to th^ contrar}-, was a public^ 
enemy. All the house, all the revered and respected characters 
in this kingdom lieard me, and know what I say is true. But 
it is not the slander of a bad tongue of a bad character that can 
defame me, I maintain my reputation in public and in private 
life ; no man, who has not a bad character can say I ever 
deceived him, no country has ever called me cheat* I will 
suppose a public character, a man not now in this house, but 
who formerly might have been here ; I will suppose it was his 
constant practice to abuse every man who differed from him, 
and to betray every man who trusted him ; I will suppose him 
active, I will begin from his cradle, and divide his life into three 
stages**».in the firs( he was intemperate, in the second corrupty 
and in the third seditious. 

Suppose him a great egotist, his honour equal to his oath^ 
and I will stop him and say. Sir, your talents are not so great 
as your life is infamous ; you were silent for years, and you 
were silent for money: when affairs of consecJUence to the 
nation were debating, you might be seen passing by thes^ doors 
like a guilty spirit, just waiting for the moment of putting the 
question, that you might hop in and give your venal vote ; or, 
at times with a vulgar brogue, apeing the manner, and affecting 
the infirmities of Lord Chatham ; or like a ketde drummer, 
lather yourself into popularity to catch the vulgar; or you 
might be seen hovering over the dome, like an ill-omened bird 
of night, with sepulchral notes, a cadaverous aspect, and broken 
beak, ready to stoop and pounce upon your prey : you can be 
trusted by no man ; the people cannot trust you ; the ministers 
cannot trust you ; you deal out the most impartial treachery to 
both \ you tell the nation it is ruined by other men, while it is 
sold by you ; you fled from the embargo ;« you fled from the 
mutiny bill ; you fled from the sugar bill ; I therefore tell you 
in the face of your country, before all the world, and to your 
beard, you are not an honest man. 

Mr. Flood..*.!' have heard a very extraordinary harangue 
indeed, and I challenge any man to say, that any thing half so 
unwarrai^table was ever uttered in this house. The right 
honourable gentleman set out with declaring, he did not wish 
to use personality, and no sooner has he opened his mouth, 
than forth issues all the venom that ingenuity and disappointed 
vanity, for two years brooding over corruption, has produced ; 
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bat it cannot taint my public character ; four and twenty years 
employed in your service has established that ; and as to my 
private, let that be learned from my tenants, from my friends, 
from those under my own roof; to those I appeal, and this ap- 
peal I boldly make, with utter contempt of insinuations, false as 
they are illiberal. The whole force of what has been said, 
rests upon this, that I once accepted office, and this is caUed 
apostacy ; but is a msm the less a patriot, for being an honest 
servant of the crown. As to me, I took as great a part with the 
first ofHce of the state at my back, as ever the right honourable 
gentleman did with mendicancy behind him. 

Mr. Flood proceeded to defend his character, when, at a 
pause, the speaker took die opportunity to interfere, and with 
Ae utmost politeness, and in the kindest manner, entreated 
him to forbear, declaring that he had suffered inexpressible 
pain during this contest ; and that nothing but the calls of the 
house to hear the two members, could have made him so long 
sit silent. He again besought Mr. Flood to sit down, and the 
house joining with the chair, that gentleman, after sundry efforts 
to speak, was obliged to desist, and soon after retired. 

Mr. Flood was sought for that night by his kinsman Sir 
Frederick Flood, but could not be found. On the 1st of 
November, 1785, he came to the house and thus resumed the 
suMect. 

*Sir, I wish to take the earliest opportunhy of speaking a few" 
words to you, and addressing a ft w to the house, upon the 
situation in which I left the house last Tuesday. You heard. 
Sir, and the public heard me, the subject, as I think, of an unwar- 
rantable attack. I rose to defend myself, I am sure with temper. 
I am not lightly moved ; and I think I should be lightly moved, 
indeed, if I could have been moved by that. I was however 
interrupted, though I did not bring any fictitious subject before 
you, or set out without the least appearance of any argument. In 
consequence of interruption. Sir, I left the house ; but sooa 
after I understood, that the house thought proper to say, they 
would give me liberty to proceed, and I wish to take the earliest 
Opportunity of returning them my thanks for that permission* 
At the same time. Sir, that I return my thanks for that permis« 
sion, I hope they will suffer me to render it not an empty indul* 
^ence, but, upon the present occasion, to take up the subject 
where I left it last night. (Mr. Toler rose to order; but Mr. 
Flood proceeded.) I hope gentlemen will not interrupt me ; 
when they find me going out of order, when they find me draw* 
ing fictitious characters, let them stop me ; when I say any thing 
unparliamentary ; when I recal the asperity of that day, which 
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whibt I despise, I must disaj^rove, I rise in defence of what, I 
think an injured character. As I have endeavoured to defend 
the rights of this country for twenty-four years, I hope they will 
permit me to defend my reputation* My life, Sir, has been 
divided into three parts, and it has been dispatched by three 
epithets : one part. Sir, that which preceded Lord Harcourt's 
administration: another, which passejcl between Lord iiarcourt's 
and Lord Carlisle's ; and the third, which is subsequent. The 
first has a summary justice, or injustice done to it, by being said 
to be intemperate ; the second is treated in like manner, by 
being said to be venal : and the conduct of the third is said to^ 
be that of an incendiary. 

Mr. CfHara. To order ; it is against order to speak of 
what passed on a former day, not that any thing the honoura- 
ble gendeman has said now is improper, but that the order 
of the house forbids a reference to the debates of a former 
day. 

Mr. Flood* I take this matter up, upon the ground of an 
interrupted debate; it is in that light it comes within order* I 
have a right to begin where I was interrupted ; but, Sir, there 
are some cases of so particular ^ nature, that a strict adherence 
to a general order, would be the height of injustice. In the 
attack made upon my person, I went back, not only to the argu« 
ments of two or three days before, but to the conduct of twenty 
years antecedent; therefore. Sir, I hope, that if animadversions 
of twenty years are allowed to one, I may have an opportunity 
of referring to arguments used three days ago: with rdbpect to 
that period of my life, which is dispatched for the word intem- 
perate, I beg gendemen would consider the situation of public 
characters, if that is to be their treatment ; that period takes in a 
number of years, and in which the public were pleased to give 
me their sentence of approbation. Sir, it includes, fqr I wish 
to speak to facts, not to take it up upon epithets, it includes the 
Duke of Bedford's, Lord Halifax's, the Duke of Northumber- 
land's, Lord Hertford's, and Lord Townshend's. 

Now, Sir, as to the fact of intemperance, I will state to you 
how that stands, and let the gendeman see how a plain tale shall 
put him down. Of those five administrations, there were three 
1 could not be said, in any sense of the word, to oppose them at 
ail; i mean the three first. I certainly voted against the secre- 
tary of the day, but oftener voted with him. In Lord Hertford's 
administration, I had attained to a certain view and decided 
opinion of what was fit, in my mind, to be done for this country. 
1 had fixed upon the great objects of public utilit}^ I endea- 
voured to attain them, with that spirit and energy, with which 
it is my character and nature to speak and to act ; as I must 
take the disadvantages pf my nature, I will take tl^e advantages 
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of it too. These three great objects were resisted by that admi- 
nistration: what was the consequence f A conflict arose between 
that administration and me ; but that conflict ought not to be 
called opposition on my part ; no, it ought rather to be called 
opposition on theirs ; I was the propounder, and they resisted 
my propositions. This maybe called a conflict, jiot an opposi- 
tion to that administration* What were those three objects i 
One was to prove, that the constitution of parliament in this 
kingdom did still exist ; that it had not been taken away by the 
law of Poynings, but that it was an infamous pen'ersion of that 
statute, by which the constitution had suffered : the other was 
the establishment of a constitutional military force, in super* 
addition to that, of a standing army. The only idea that ever 
occurred to England, or any free country of Europe, I adopted, 
namely, that of a constitutional militia. At that time the idea 
of a volunteer force had not arisen ; therefore, I adopted the 
idea which at that time appeared to be best. The third great 
object I took up as necessary for this country, was a law for 
limitting the duration of parliaments; these were the three 
great, salutary^, and noble objects, worthy of the enlarged mind 
of an enlarged country. I pursued them with ardour, I do not 
deny it ; but I did not pursue them with intemperance. I am 
sure I did not appear to the public to do so; they gave my exer- 
tions many flattering testimonies of their approbation. There is 
another proof that I was not intemperate ; I was successful: intem- 
perance and miscarriage are apt to go together, but temperance 
and success are associated by nature. This is my plain history 
with regard to that period. The clumsiness of virulence, of 
invective, may require to be sheathed in a brilliancy of diction, 
but plain truth and plain sense are best delivered in plain 
terms. I now come to that period, in which Lord Harcourt 
governed, and which is stigmatized by the word venal. I say. 
Lord Harcourt, for in my cbnsideration of his administration, 
I will include that of Lord Townshend. If every man who 
accepts an office is venal, and an apostate, I certainly <:annot 
acquit myself of the charge, nor is it necessary. I should have 
so many associates in the crime, if ever there was a crime in 
what multitudes would defend. I am sensible multitudes and 
majorities would not be wanting to defend that. But I say, 
either it is a crime, or it is not; if it be a crime universally, let 
it be a crime universally ascribed. But, Sir, I say it is not fair, 
that one set of men should be treated by that honourable member 
as great friends and lovers of their country, notwithstanding 
they are in office ; and another man, because he was in office, 
should be treated as an enemy and an apostate ; but what is the 
truth? Every thing of this sort depends upon the principles on 
whifh office is taken, and on which it is retained ; with regard 
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to me, let no man imaginel am preaching tip a doctrine for my 
own convenience ; there is not a man less concerned in the pro* 
pagation.of it. I have no treaty with the right honourable gen^i 
tleman on the floor, nor shall I have any. 

Now, Sir, I shall beg leave shortly to state the manner ill 
which I accepted that oflice, which I give yoi^ my word I never 
will resume. It was offered to me in the most honourable 
manner, with an assurance not only of being a placeman for my 
own profit, but a minister for the benefit of my country. My 
answer was, that I thought, in a constitution such as ours, aii 
intercourse between the prince and the subject ought to be ho- 
nourable ; the being a minister ought to redound to a man's 
xredit; but I lamented, thiat it often happened otherwise : men 
in office often give up those principks, which they maintained 
before. I told them, therefore, that my objections were not the 
going into office, but to following the examples, which I had 
someumes seen before me. I mentioned the public principles 
I held. . I said, if consistently with those principles, from an 
atom of which I would not depart, I could be of service to his 
majesty's government, I was ready to be so ; I speak in the 
presence of men, who know what I say. After the office had 
come over, and' landed in this kingdom, I sent in writing to the 
chief governor, that I would not accept the office, unless upon 
tliat principle. 

Thus, Sir, I took office ; the administration before I opposed 
only in part of it ; in the first session of Lord Townshend, I 
did not oppose ; I never opposed Lord Townshend till after his 
prorogation and protest. This appeared to me an infamous 
violation of the privileges of parliament. With regard to mo- 
ney bills, and after that protest, by which he endeavoured to 
make the Journals of the House of Lords, instead of being the 
record of their privileges, the monument of their disgrace, I 
opposed him ; now what did I oppose in that administration ? 
The violation of the privilege of this house, with regard to mo- 
ney bills, and the wanton augmentation of offices, by the divi- 
sion of the board of commissioners into two parts. In Lord 
Harcourt's administration, what did I do? I had the two boards 
of commissioners reduced again into one. I do not say my 
single voice effected this, but as far as it had any efficacy, it in- 
sisted on having the twelve commissioners again reduced to 
seven, and the two boards to one, a saving, including the whole 
arrangement, of twenty thousand pounds a year to the nation. 
It went further ; it insisted to have every altered money bill 
thrown out, and privy council money bills not defended by the 
crown. Thus, instead of giving sanction to the measures I had 
opposed, my conduct was in fact to register my principles in 
the records of the court, to make the privy council a witness to 
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the privileges of parliament, and to give final energy to the te* 
nets, with which I commenced my life. Economy did not 
stop with the reduction of the commissioners' board. The right 
honourable gendeman, who has censured me, in order to de- 
preciate that oBConomy, said, that we had swept with the fea- 
ther of (economy, the pens and paper of your table : a pointed 
and brilliant expression is far from a just argument* 1 his 
country has no reason to be ashamed of that species of cecono- 
my, when the great nation of Great Britain has been obliged to 
descend to an ooconomy as minute. Neither, Sir, was this all ; 
it is not my fault if infinitely more was not done for this coun- 
try upon that occasion ; they were offered a saving, the)* did 
not chuse to take it ; they were offered the absentee tax, and 
they refused it : I am not to blame for that, it was a part of the 
saving proposed. If administration were wrong on that 6cca- 
sion, they were wrong with the prejudices of half a century s 
they were wrong with every great writer that had ever written 
upon the subject of Ireland ; they were wrong with some of the 
plainest principles, as it seems, of human nature in their favour. 
I will suppose the determination not to accept it to have been 
right, still it was meritorious in administration to offer it : and 
to shew, that I was not under any undue influence of office ; I 
appeal to the memory of many men present, whether, when the 
disposition of the house was made to alter upon that subject 
and when administration yielded, not unwillingly, to the vio- 
lence of parliament, I appeal to the conscious and public know- 
ledge of many, whether I did veer and turn about with the secre- 
tary, or whether I did not make a manly stand in favour of that 
principle, after having pledged myself to the public I would 
rather break with a million of administrations than retract I 

I not only adhered to it, but by a singular instance of exertion, 
I forced it a second time under the consideration of this house. 
That this benefit was lost to this country, if it be a benefit, it 
was not my fault. One thing I must go back to ; I had repeat- 
edly pressed the bill for limiting the duration of parliament. In 
X.ord Townshend's time, I brought it in finally, and crowned 
it with success : thus I restored to the universal community of 
Ireland, a right of which they had been robbed for near a cen- 
tury, namely, their first and fundamental franchise as electors, 
without which this house is but a shadow. And thus after hav- 
ing restored that root of all their other rights in Lord Towns- 
hend^s administration, after having restored coconomy, and re- 
duced twelve commissioners to seven in Lord Harcourt's, I 
went on to the other great measure which I have mentioned, 
the militia law ; and when a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Ogle) moved that question, I engaged all the interest I could 
with government in behalf of it ; I rose up to second his motion, 
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tad tf eclared I would support him and his militia bill to the 
last ; accordingly, I gave him the assistance of my poor labours, 
and it was carried ; thus therefore. Sir, I say, Uiat in that ad« 
ministration, in which I accepted office, instead of relinquishing 
my principles, I preserved them* Instead of getting a minority 
to vote for them, I brought the majority to give an efficient 
sanction to their truth, by entering into office upon that occa* 
sion, and acting as I did ; I acted the part of an honest mi« 
nister between the prince and the people ; in doing so, I think 
I was more a patriot, than if out of office I had made empty 
declamations on empty subjects, without any advantage to the 
public. Most of those who hear me can recollect the state of 
this kingdom at the close of Lord Townshend^s administration* 
I appeal to them all, and I ask what was then my repute in the 
nation ? I will not say it was the first, or the second, or the 
third, but did it not stand in an honourable rank, and among 
the former rather than among the last i In Lord Harpourt's 
government, the vice-treasurership was offered to me, accom* 
panied with every declaration that could render it acceptable to 
an honourable mind. When that office was offered to me, was 
my situation that of a reprobated man i Did the administration 
of England send over an office usually reserved for the parlia* 
ment of England, and offer It of their own accord to a repro« 
bated man i I take the facts of both countries to disprove this 
calumny. Is it since I have become a mark of obloquy ? I flat* 
ter myself not. Lord Buckinghamshire's administration sue* 
ceeded. With regard to Lord Harcourt's administration, the 
objection is, I did too much ; the charge with regard to the 
other is, I did too little for it ; those two accusations run a lit* 
tie in contrary direction, and like a double poison, each may 
cure the operauon of the other : but the fact is this, I acted not 
upon visions and imaginations, but on sound common sense, the 
best gift of God to man ; which then told me, and still whis- 
pers, that some administrations deserve a more active support 
than others ;, that some administrations deserve little of either $ 
I adapted my conduct to those three conditions, I did not run 
headlong against government at one time, and with government 
at another, but adapted my conduct as I ought to do, to what I 
saw and what I felt. Did I support Lord Harcourt i Why ? 
Because he gave me an influence in his councils. It is non* 
sense to say, a man is not to support his own councils ; but the 
next administration took another direction, and they did not 
give me any influence in their councils. What was ^e conse- 
quence ? I did not give them support. Was there any thing 
more fair? I felt myself a man of too much situation to be a 
mere placeman. If not a minister to serve my country, I would 
not be the tool of salary. What was the consequence ? I ^'Oted 
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with them in matters of importance when they were dearly 
right ; I voted against them in matters of importance when 
they were clearly wrong ; and in matters of small moment I did 
not vote at all : and why ? I scorned, by voting for them in 
such matters, to seem to pay court. To vote against them in 
such matters would have been absurd. What remained ? Not 
to vote' at all. If you call that absconding, going behind the 
chair, or escaping into the corridore, Call it what you pUase, I 
say it was right. This is my plain way of dealing ; it is com- 
mon sense. I told Lord Buckinghamshire, I would not attend 
the cabinet councils of the sage Mr. Heron* Was that dupli- 

. city f I think not. I did more ; I sent my resignation to £ng« 
land,' to the same friend through whom the first communication 
was made to me on the subject of office $ but, from the ideas of 
friendship to me, he took time to consider, and at length de- 
clined to deliver my resignation. I have said something of the 
middle period, I shall come to the third, viz. Lord Carlisle's 
administration, in which my conduct has been slandered as the 
conduct of an incendiary ; when that idea took place in some 
minds I cannot tell, but this I am sure of, that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who censured me, was called an incendiary 
at that time, and so perhaps might I ; but I am sure the right 
honourable gentleman at that time did not think me an incen- 
diary more than himself. There was not a single instance in 
which he did not co-operate. If I am an incendiary, I shall 
gladly accept therefore of the society of that right honourable 
gendeman under the same appellation : but he laughed at the 
folly of the accusation at that time, and so do I now. If I wsis 
an incendiary, it was for moving what the parliaments df both 
kingdoms have- since given their sanction to : if that is to be an 
incendiary;, God grant I may continue so ! In this administra- 
tion it was that I was dismissed from office ; now. Sir, I do not 
know that in general my dismission from office was thought any 
disgrace to me : I do not think this house or the nation thought 
me dishonoured by that dismission. The first day I delivere4 
those sentiments for which I was dismissed, I remember it 
well, I thought it for my honour ; some very honourable and 

' worthy gentlemen, some since dead, and some still alive, one 
of whom I shall ever love and shall ever lament j one of them 
is dead since to every thing but his own honour and the grateful 
memory of his country ; one of them who thought me so little . 
of the character of an incendiary, that he crossed the house, 
together with others, to congratulate me on the honour of my 
conduct, and to embrace me in open parliament. At that mo- 
ment I think I stood clear to the imputation of being an incendi- 
ary. The character of an incendiary therefore seems to have 
been superinduced upon me of a sudden ; it has sprouted out 



APPENDIX. iS 

• 

oAd getmiriafced from that root of much evil, the pimple rqpeal : 
since that moment only, it seems that I have been going down 
in the opinion of the public ; since that moment they have 
found out my character and conduct deserve ail reprobation, and 
deserve tKe brand of being an incendiary ; and yet I can hardly 
prevail upon myself to think that is (he case, because, since that 
moment, I have received more honourable testimonies from 
every corner of the. kingdom, than that right honourable mem- 
ber has received in the same period. I shall return once moi^e 
to the sentiments of that beloved character I have just described : 
he was a man, over whose life, or over whose grave, envy never 
hovered : he was a man, wishing ardently to serve his country 
himself, not wishing to monopolize the service, but wishing tO 
partake and to communicate the glory of what passed : he gave 
me in his motion for a free trade, a full participation of the ho- 
nour. Upon another occasion he said, I remember the words, 
they are traced with the pencil of gratitude on my heart, ^^ That 
*^ I was a man whom the most lucrative of&ce in the land had 
" never.warped in point of integrity." The words were mark- 
ed, I am sure I repeat them fairly ; they are words I should be 
proud to have inscribed upon my tomb. Consider the man 
n'om whom they came ; consider the magnitude of the subject 
on which they were spoken ; consider the situation of the per- 
sons concerned, and it adds to, and multiplies the honour. My 
noble friend.... I beg pardon, he did not live to be ennobled by 
patent, but he was bom ennobled by nature ; his situation at 
that moment was this : he had found himself obliged to sur- 
render office, and enter into active opposition to that govern* 
ment, from whom he had received it. I remained in office, 
though under the circumstance of having sent in my resignat- 
ion ; that he did not know ; in political position therefore we 
were contradistinguished to each other : he did not know, while 
he was doing justice to me, but that he might be doing political 
detriment to himself ; he did not know but he might serve the 
administration he opposed ; but careless of every thing except 
justice and honour, he gave the sentiments of his heart, and he 
approved. I have mentioned. Sir, that short period, during 
which the character of an incendiary, if at all applicable to me, 
must have come upon me in the night, like an enemy, and have 
taken me unawares ; I cannot think the opinion of the public 
so transformed, when I see every comer of the country express- 
ing their approbation of my conduct, one after another ; great 
and respectable societies of men, compared with whose senti- 
jnents the obloquy of an individual sinks into nothing. Even 
this very day, I have received from the united delegates of the 
province of Connaught, an approbation, with one voice; as they 

VOL. Til. B 



16 APPENDIX. 

eSKprew it, of tibat coadact^ which haB been' slandered as'tli«- 
ponduct of an iocendiary* Here is a congregation of men, not 
one pf whom I have rrer aeen, to none of wliom 1 have ever a 
chai^ce of doing a service, who could have nothing in contem* 
pbtioi), but the doing an act of jititice. Sir, I may say, I had 
th^ same sanction irom another {trovince, that of Uisten But 
it seems. I went to Belfast in the character of an incendiary ; I 
went to Dungannon in the character of an incendiary. Now I 
went to neither of those places but by an invitation, and if a per- 
son invited be an incendiary, what must those be that give the 
invitation i If I am an incendiary, all Ulster is an incendiary ; 
if I am an incendiary, all Connaught is an iocendiary...«with 
itwo provinces therefore at my back, and with the parliament of 
vEogland behind me....in their having coincided honourably, 
' <SM[)d nobly in that sentimenti which I austained, I think I am 
^ot much afraid of any single and solitary accusation. But I 
hayp not only the parliaments of both kingdoms, I have the ju* 
jdicial power in my favour. If my doctrine was not right, Loftl 
JMans&eld's was, not *right ; I ask you was he vnroag i It has 
•been said he was the enemy of both countries on that occasion. 
3u( has the accusation been psoved f Lord Mansfield has- many 
political enemies. The administraaon at the time would have 
been glad to have proved him an enemy to bodii countries, yet 
was there a man in ^the parliament of £ngland, the greatest 
enemy to that noble judge, who attempted to find fault with hid 
conduct i After having mentioned the judicial power, let m« 
xome to a highly respectable body, the corps of Lawyers in this 
^country, who, after six months meditation by a committee cho 
^en by. ballot, gave their sanction to that opinion, wfaidi is the 
^opinion of an incendiary, if I deserve that name. If Lord 
Mansfield be an incendiary, if the parliament of England be an 
incendiary, if the corps of Lawyers be incendiaries, if the Ulster 
delegates be incendiaries, if the Connaught delegates be inceai- 
xlian^Sf and all the societies who have joined that opinion 
throughout the kingdom..«.if . all these be incendiaries, in the 
name of God let me be added to the number, and let me be an 
incendiary too. But though I may be such an incendiaiy, I 
will never be that which would deserve the name ; I will never 
.by any hollow composition....lay the seed of future dissension. 
I will go clearly and fully to the work. I will be satisfied when 
satislfkction is given ; my nature is as prone to satisfaction, and 
as distant frmn chagrin as that of any man. I appeal to those 
who koiOfw me from my childhood, first at & public school, then 
at. the university of this, kingdom, then at the imiversi^ of Om 
ford, amd afterwards during twenty-four years, taking no very 
. private part within die wfdls of dhis house....! have spoken to 
. £»cts. I do not mean to arraign. Any man may be mistaken, 
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and I wish to suppose any man to be really tnistakea^fiidier 
tban bft so intendedly. I would rather reconcile all men to the 
public/ than make unnecessary divisions. But diough I wokild 
do every thing a man can do to prevent dissension, 1 cannot be 
expected to sacrifice my "character to unlimited obloquy. Sir, 
one circumstance I must mention as it is somewhat extraordi* 
nary. It has been said by some authority on that side of the 
question, that I am the out-cast of government, and of my prince ; 
certainly. Sir, my dismission from office was attended with the 
extraordinary circumstance tjf dismission from council; there- 
fore I suppose it is that the right honourable member has called 
me the out*cast of govemmeat and of my prince. It certainly. 
Sir, was an extraordinary' transaction, but it was done in the 
case of Mr. Pulteney, it was done in the case of the Duke of 
Devonshire: therefore^ I suppose it will not be a decisive proof 
6f any reprobated or factious character In the person to whom 
it h|ppened. It is the first time it has been mentioned to my 
disadvantage. It was in the House of Lords of England men- 
tioned to the disadvantage of the minister who was supposed to 
dave done it, by a most respectable character ; it was thought 
not to my dishonour here ; it was thought not to my dishonour 
in the House of Lords of Ireland, where I luivc lately received 
from a very eminent peer, the sanction of sentiments very differ- 
ent from these. In a word, it is but the sentence of one 
tongue, and upon that tongue I leave it. I do not however pre- 
tend to dispute a ministerial fact, which a gentleman in 
confidence alleges. He has been in the confidence of the Duke 
of Portland, he is as much a minister as any man who is not in 
office. 

Thus much, therefore, I must give to this itiimsterial asser* 
tion,'that I shall find it impossible for me, under such an inter- 
dict, to pay my respects at His majesty's castle of Dublin, which 
otherwise I should be prompted to discharge. And J mention 
it, thus publicly, that my absence may not be interpreted into any 
want of the most perfect duty and loyalty to my prince, or of 
the greatest respect to the nobleman who presides there. I am 
hot a man formed to court proscription ; I will not seek disgrace ; 
let it remain in Its den, I will not revoke it. Sir, I have trespas* 
Sed too long, and t am oppressed with the weight and multitude 
of thanks which I owe you and the house ; I have troubled you 
too long upon a private subject, but, with your permission, . I 
will endeavour to make amends the next day, by bringing before 
you a subject of more importance, the ceconomy of tne nation ; 
t beg pardon for what I have said, I have promised too much, 
I am in your judgment whether I shall do it. You have heard 
what has passed upon my subject ; I appeal to you, if I am that 
character that has been drawn ; if I am that character in aw 
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•degree, I do not deprecate yoaf justice, but I call for it, and 
exhort you, for yourselves and your country, to get rid of a mem- 
ber who would be unworthy to ail among you. 
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MK. MONKE mason's SPEECH AGAINST PARLIAMENTARY 

• RETORM....P. 75* 

• 

MR. John Monke Mason began the debate, by apologizing to 
the house for speaking at a time when he was so oppressed wiih 
a violent cold, tliat without their utmost indulgence he dbuld 
not be heard at alL He said, I shall leave It to other gendemcn 
to point out to the house the absurdities of the plan that is now 
before you, and shall confine myself merely to the principle of 
the bill, and the reasons stated in support of it by the honourable 
gentleman by whom it was introduced, and the several petitions 
that lie on your table. 

The honourable gendeman has said, that our present mode 
of representation is a novelty, and that what he contends for is 
not an innovation, but merely a restoration of the ancient consti- 
tution; and in the several petitions, it seems to be laid down as 
an incontrovertible maxim, that equality of representation is a 
fundamental principle of the English constitution ; an assertion, 
which, I acknowledge, these people may support by the autho- 
rit) of several modem publications, the productions of ingenious 
and speculative men, who, in their vacant moments, when they 
have nothing else to do, amuse themselves with delineating a 
fantastical form of government, which they are pleased to entide 
the constitution of England : and in reducing a series of polid- 
cal aphorisms, which they tell us are the principles of that consti« 
tution; but I am confident they cannot support this assertion by 
any facts recorded in the general or parliaunentary history of 
that country. 

If the constitution requires an equal representation of the peo- 
ple, the gendemen will tell us the year of what reign that parlia- 
ment assembled, in which the people were equally represented. 
If equality of representation be a principle of the constitution, 
they will point to us the period, at which this principle had effec- 
tual operation ;....if they cannot do that, they will never persuade 
any man of common sense^ that that is the English consdtutionj 
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Mrhich trafc never known to exist, or that thdt is a' principle 
of die constitution which never has operated for a single mo- 
ment of time, from the beginning of the world to the present 
hoar. 

It was not till the a4th of Henty VIIL that the county and 
city of Chester were impowered to send members to serve m 

farliament, it-^vas not till 130 years after, in the 26th of Charles 
L that this power was extended to the county and cit)' of 
I>urham.- Could this possibly have happened, if equality of 
representation were a principle of the English constitution? Id 
both these cases, specific acts of parliament were considered 
as requisite to invest thetn with this right. Could that have been 
thought necessary, if equality of representation were -a principle 
of the constitution ? 

But to put this matter in a stronger light, it has ever been 
the undoubted prerogative of the crown, to impose the burdeii 
or extend the privileges of returning members to serve in 
parliament, to any communities or bodies of men that the 
king thought proper. This part of the prerogative has been 
<:onstantly exercised without dispute or control from the first 
institution of parliament to the time of the revolution : is it 
possible that this power should even have existed for a single 
moment, if equality of representation were a principle of the 
constitution i < 

• The reformers themselves do not controvert either thiJl 
power of the crown, or the validity of the charters that have 
been formerly granted in consequence of diat power ; but they 
allege that many of the boroughs which were, at the time the 
charters were granted, in a flourishing condition, are now depo« 
pulated and gone to decay. With respect to those boroughs 
where the right of suffrage is vested in the inhabitants at large, 
I do not believe that the assertion is true ; I belie\'e that in die 
greater part of those towns there are as many Protestant inhabi* 
tants now as there were in the reign of King James I. and with 
respect to those, which these people call rotten boroughs, where 
the right of suffrage is vested in a few persons only, the depo* 
pulation of the places can have no effect upon the represents* 
tives. Belfast is as much a rotten borough as Harristown; the 
number of inhabitants is nothing to the purpose, for those inha- 
bitants could have no right to poll, and the members for such 
boroughs are returned at this day by the self-same numbers of 
voters that they were at the time that the charters were granted. 
I will therefore assert that this pretended reform is not a reno- 
vation of the ancient constitution, but an idle and dangerous 
innovation. 

A scheme for reforming the representation of the people was 
proposed in the British parUament in the course of the last 
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•CMiots md WM tntrcMlttGed by a gentlemaii,» who, at «i ear^ 
|ieriod of life U already todUtinguisbed for hi$ virtue and abili«> 
tie«, that he Ud3 fair to be oneol' the most iUustrioMB cluuracters 
that country has ever produced, his father not excepted. But 
tiotwithatandiDg the . powerful support it derived from such 
respectable audiorit}', the measure was rejected by that wis9 
and prudent nation, even in the paroxism of political Feibrma* 
tion. They could not be insensible of the defects of thdr 
constitution, but 4hey were sensible of the danger of t^nperiag 
with it, and chose rather to suiFer tho9e defects to contiauet 
than to hazard the consequence of breaking in upon a system 
sanctified by the wisdom of iq;es, and under which they had 
flourished for such a length of tiine« 

Yet if the people of Great Briuin, in the present deplorable 
aatuation of that country, fallen from the highest pinnacle of 
l^ry to a state of humiliating distress, deprived of half her 
empire, weighed down with a debt of 240 millions, and haras*- 
sed widi taxes so various and complicated, that they seem to 
have exhausted the invention of her ministers ; if the people, I 
say^ in this situation should begin tosuapect that the numberless 
calamities they have lately suffered were owing to some iaiherent 
defect in their original constitution, and wish to amend it, it 
would not be surprising ; but that the people of Ireland should 
quarrel with a constitution which has raised them to the utmosi 
sun^mit of their wishes, is the highest degree of folly and ingra- 
titude ; a constitution under which they have so latety obtained « 
full restitution of their natural righta, an unlimited freedon^ 
of commerce extended to every part of the globe and the most 
perfect degree of judicial and legislative independence, that any 
nation upon earth has ever yet enjoyed; a constitution, in 
short, which has put them in possession of every blessing that 
can render a people flouri^ing and happy, except those which 
no constitution can bestow ; and which are only to be acquired 
by industry, sobriety, and obedience to the laws i these are the 
only blessings we want to make us the happiest nation upon 
earth ; these are tKe virtues which every honest man, every 
true patriot, every man who has the real welfare of his country 
at heart should endeavour to inculcate on tRe minds of the 
people, instead ^of turning their brains with political jargon, 
which they do not understand, and visionary systems of govem<« 
ment»,.,These are the virtues that will render us in a short time 
a nation of husbandmen and manufacturers, artificers and mer« 
chants ; but at the rate we go on we bid fair to be a nation of 
politicians only, and shall appear as ridiculous to all the ranonal 
part of mankind as the inhabitants of Swift's imaginary island^ 
who wasted the whole of their time in watching, with the utmost 
^xiety and solicitude, every change and motion of the heavenly 
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h^Aeiy whilst iheir wives and children were starving at home. 
The complaints of the people of Great Britain are extorted from 
them by the pressure of calamity -^ but^ thank Heaven ! the 
complaints of the people of Ireland are excited merely by wan* 
tonncss of prosperity* 

The wanton and innovating spirit of the times has Riven rise 
to another new doctrine in this country, which was ailigently 
propagated at the last general election, and seems to have been 
intended to pave the way for this pretended reformation.«..The 
doctrine I mean is this, that the representatives are bound to 
pay implicit obedience to the commands of their constituents. 
' A doctrine repugnant to the first principle of the constitution^ 
which is, that a member, when elected, becomes the represen* 
tative of the nation at large, not merely of that particular placd 
that returned him to parliament ; a doctrine which tends to de- 
stroy the unity of the state, and to degrade the dignity of thi^^ 
house ; for if this doctrine be established, you are no longer the 
freei independent representative of a great and powerftil king^^ 
dom, but the fettered deputies of a parcel of petfy communis 
ties ; united indeed under one common sovereign, but as dis* 
tinct from each other as the cantons of Switzerland, are from 
the provinces of America. If this doctrine is to prevail, if we 
are to be divided into these petty communities^ it is jtist that 
each district should have its particular representatrves ; but if 
we adhere to the liberal and truly constitutional principle, that 
each member is the representative of the nation at large, every 
part of the kingdom is equally represented ; and every county . 
of the kingdom has not two only but &ree himdred represen^^ 
tatives. 

As an instance of the happy eifeets that woold attend this 
new doctrine, let me recal the recollection of the house to the 
ridiculous scene diat was exhibited on the floor in the beginning 
of last session ; when an honourable member, by order of his 
constituents, moved, that the bill of supply should be granted 
for six teondis only* On the division he went into the lobby^ 
and was followed by every county member in the house,, a few 
only excepted, who walked across the floor, many of whom apo* 
logizing with their looks and gestures, for the absurd part they 
were acting, and deploring at once their own servile subjection, 
and the folly of dieir constituents* 

Tet these, we are told, are the only independent members of 
die house ;****independent indeed diey are ; independent of rea- 
son***.independent of judgment**.«independent of cfaoiGe*-«Snde* 
pendent of every kind of public virtue j whichrcan have no ex- 
istence without free agency* 

This plan of reformation briginated with the ctmgress of 
Pungannon, who, after they had resolved to adopt it, directed 
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^eir secretary to write circular letters to eveiy meddhogpiieffr, 
«very political mountebank, whose names they read of in the 
English newspaper^ whom they rendered the arbiters of the 
Irish constitution. These letters have since been published by 
authority ; but why do we not find amongst them any letter to 
Mr. Pitt, the advocate for reform in the British parliament ? 
Because they well knew that the sentiments of Mr. Pitt were 
not congenial to their own ; that he did not desire to go the 
lengths which they were determined to proceed ; his scheme of 
reform was confined to an addition of a certain number to the 
members for cout^ties, and great communities. That the re- 
presentatives of the people should presume to disfranchise their 
own constituents; that they should attempt to deprive, of their 
chartered rights, and most invaluable privileges, the persons to 
whose bounty they were indebted for their seats, and whose 
confidence had enabled them to strike that mortal blow, was a 
monstrous idea that never entered into the mind of that vir- 
tuous man, and was only reserved for that self-created mon- 
ster, the cpngress of Dungannon. 

I shall now beg leave to make a few observations on the mo- 
iivesj and consequences of this pretended reform. The avowed 
motive is a desire to diminish the aristocratic power in this 
kingdom ; but I am thoroughly convinced, that this plan would 
counteract their own intentions, and increase the very interest 
they wish to destroy. The natural consequence of this reform 
will be to throw the whole weight of power and influence ia 
this country into the scale of (>roperty, and to bar for ever the 
doors of this house against rising gf^nius and aspiring virtue* 

I shall not hesitate to assert, that Great Britain owes the 
glory from whi^h. she has lately fallen, and Ireland the glory to 
wbich she has arisen, and which I hope she will ever maintain^ 
to these very rotten boroughs that are now so reprobated* 

You cannot foi\t remember the wretched situation of Great 
Britain in 175r, when she had France alone to contend with ; 
so sunk were the power, the resources, and even the «pirit of 
the nation, that instead of making any vigorous efforts against 
this single enemy,. she thought it necessary to. bring over twelve 
thousand German troops to save her from invasion. Such was 
the situation of Great Britain when Lord Chatham took th« 
helm ; and such was the effect of the abilities and spirit of this 
one man, that in three years time die French were driven from 
the continent of America, and deprived of the finest of dieir 
West Indian islands. Yet who was Mr. Pitt ? a younger bro- 
ther with 2000/. fortune, and a cornetcy of horse, who had no 
more chance of representing any great community in England 
than I have, at this instant. Had he not been returned for a 
fottexi borough he might have lived in obscurity, and his vir* 



APPENDIX. 33 

tues hsid be«n lost to himself and to his oouotry. What chance 
had Mr. Burke, who is an honour to this country ; what chance 
had Mr. Fox, whose abilities are the objects of general admi* 
ration, of representing the cities of Bristol and Westminster, 
if they had not first displayed their abilities, by being returned 
for private boroughs ? 

But to come nearer home, I wiQ venture to assert, that you 
owe the emancipation of Ireland to those boroughs. I will 
venture to assert, that you are principally indebted for the resti« 
tution of your rights to the spirit, the abilities, the perseverance, 
and real integrity of the honourable gentleman near me ; and I 
am supported, in this assertion, by the unai:iimous vote of this 
house, and the imiversal voice of the people at that timt;, 
though now I find he has lost some pan of his popularity by the 
most virtuous action of his life : the preferring the real substati'^ 
tial interests of his countiy to an idle punctilio.«..What chanCe 
had this gentleman, with all his abilities,' of representing any 
but a private borough ^ Who were his principal assailants in 
this great revolution ! members for rotton boroughs....! know 
but of one county member who took a distinguishable part oh 
that occasion; I mean the right honouriible gentleman who re- 
presents the county of Wexlord, and who is justly entitled to 
the second place in the gratitude of the public. Had this mea^ 
sure taken place but three years ago, which these people coiU 
tended for as necessary to their freedom, it is probable that 
Ireland would not now be free ; and that instead of wasting 
your time in this idle speculation, you would now be deploring 
the shackles imposed uponypur trade. Or the power assunfled by 
the British parliament to make laws to bind this country. I 
shall conclude, conjuring th^ gendemen who hear me, that they 
will not be such dupes as to believe, diat by passing this bill 
they will satisfy the people. He must be a younff politician 
indeed, and but little acquainted with the history of mankind, 
or the human heart, who thinks that a people can be satisfied 
with concessions^ If it was possible that concessions could sa« 
tisfy a people, would there, at this day, be a murmur in Ireland i 
Besides, people have acted fairly, on this occasion, they have 
told you that the passing of this bill will not satisfy them. This 
pretended reform is only the first of an alphabet of innovations, 
which the congress of Dungannon have voted, as necessary for 
the freedom of the people, and have determined to pursue ; tloi& 
they have been advised in the first instance to lay their shoulders^ 
to this particular object. If you yield to them in this point, 
they will attack you on some other, and so proceed from inno« 
vation to innovation, till they have subverted yout cgnalitudon 

yoL. III. « , 
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both in church and state ; this is therefore the time to resist 
tlieir encroachments* 

Sir Hercules Langrishe.....! am glad this great question^ 
"which has so much engaged the public mind, and been agitated 
with so muth industry from one extremity of the kingdom to 
the other, has at length been brought before parliament; and it 
is now our duty to give it a fuH, a free^ and patient discussion. 
If the evil that it supposes has existence, and the remedy it of- 
fers be adequate and safe,^ it will have many powerful advocates 
here. On the other hand, if it states defects that' do not exist, 
and offers remedies that arc neither safe nor applicable, it is 
better the House of Commons should decide against it at once, 
that the people may no longer be disturbed or deceived by it. 
And now let me say, if I wanted any new proof of the superior 
excellence of our happy constitution^ that alteration was unne- 
cessary and amendment impracticai>le, the plan of reform now 
read at your table would furnish ample testimony : for when 
two gentlemen of sUch distinguished abilities,- assisted by deli« 
berate assemblies in their own country, and enlightened by the 
oracles that have been consulted in another country ; when gen-* 
tlemen of such talents, so assisted, have at length produced such 
a plan of reform, I am justified in thinking that the task is be« 
"yond the strength of man. And convinced as I am, that our 
present constitution, in its present condition, is competent to 
every degree of civil liberty, I must also be convinced that 
amendment is a dream, and alteration would not be wisdom. 

Consider now. Sir, the plan before you, consider it impar- 
; tially, and tell me, is it founded in any one principle which it 
professes ? Does it tend to remove any one evil that it ima- 
gines ? Does it meet any one of the ideas that have amused ihc 
people ? No, not one I Is it a plan for an equal representation 
of tne people ? No ; it leaves aibove three-fourths of the people 
as it found them, unrepresented.- Is it a plan for a more equal 
representatipn of the people in parliament ? No, it renders the 
representation much more unequal than if found it ; for in- 
. sfance^a freeholder in one barony, by this biU, may vote for four, 
or six, ot eight members of parliament ; a freeholder in the 
next barony shall vote only for two members. Is this to render 
the representation of the people more equal ? Good God ! how 
the people are deceived f how they are abused ! 

Is it a plan for the more equal representation of property, the 
fincient and original title to representation ^ No, Sir, the re- 
verse ! If this bill as you see it were a law, a Worthy and respec- 
table gentleman in the county to which I belong,, who has 4(XX)/. 
per annum, landed estate in one barony, would thereby be en- 
titled to vote for two hiembers, and the sen-ant who stands be- 
hind my chair, who is possessed of a 40$. freehold in a neigh- 
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bburing barony, shall vote for eight members. of parliament. Is* 
it a plan to enlarge the basis of legislation, by encreasing the 
number of the constituent body? No, Sir, it diminishes, it 
contracts, it strikes off thousands and tens of thousands of 
your electors ; it disfranchises every freeman in the nation 
who does not hold by binh, servitude, marriage, or trade. 
It (disfranchises every freeholder under 20/. per annum, 
who does not reside. It demolishes the whole tribe p( 
potwallppers ; men entitled to vote in right of re3idence 
(the freest title the constitution knows) are to be extinct, unless 
they can call in to their aid a multitude of freeholders in general 
too great to be found. ' For instance, if a borough were to con- 
sist of 5000 Protestant inhabitants, entitled and accustomed to 
vote; no matter, they shall be extinguished unless they likewise 
have within their precints 70 or 100 resident voters, qualified 
according to thi^ act, which no borough in Ireland has, and 
which few ever would have. But it effects a new creation to 
supply this general massacre; it confers a right to vote for thosp 
borough^ to others. To whom ? To freeholders : persons who 
were entided to vote for other members before. It is true, 
amongst those a class of freeholders is incorporatedj (new indeed 
to the constitution) freeholders on terms for years ; but th^ 
freehold required is of so large amount that their n^m^ 
bers will be small. Now let me ask, is it a plan to increase the 
number of your representatives ? No, Sir, to diminish it ! In 
the first instance, it decays and depopulates every borough, and 
almost every city in the kingdom, for I do believe not one of 
them contains within its precincts 100 voters qualiiSed and 
registered according to this bill. I have heard of a clause of 
redemption for then^. I only know what I see, and I 9ee no 
such thing in this bill ; and if such clause or schedule were 
inserted, it would, on the principle of the bill, impose conditions 
that must for ever exclude several of ^h^m from restoration. 

And here I lan>ent the destiny, though I admire the virtue of 
the town of Newry, who petitioned for this reform. With 
their 1^.000 inhabitants, all entitled, if they were Protestants, 
to votp for men^bers, yet they are all disfranchised unless they 
also contain within their precincts, 100 ofanothersortpf voters, 
qualified accordine to this bill. (He applied the principle and 
effects to Drogheda, Wate|ford, Kilkenny, Limerick, Cork, fec.^ 
and concluded with die borough of Dunganpon,) And here 
let me lament the fate of pppr Dungannon, alt once the pride 
and the reproi^ch of lief" sons; Dungannon so late the centre 
of government, the head of legislation, the seat of empire, unless 
you have within your precincts (which I am sure you liaje not) 
100 voters qualified according to this bill, you are decayed, 
(^populated, and extinct. Will you not spare this tow^ oi^ 
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account of ^e righteous people that were found therein ? I 
know not whether you have a redemption in store, but I know 
your redemption is not to be found in the bill on your table* 
What then can the friends of this biU, (if any such there be) 
what can they say of it i They cannot $ay it is a bill for an equal 
representation of the people. A bill for a more equal represtfn- 
tation of the people, a bill for the more equal representadon of 
property, a bill to widen the basis of legislation, to encrease the 
niftnber of electors, to encrease the number of representatives : 
No such thing! quite the reverse! In the name of heaven whal 
is its tendency ? Is it a reform on any one settled principle i 
Does it, or would it correct any one abase ? No, Sir^ it is nothing 
but alteration ; a transfer oi election influence from one set of 
Qien to another, which would produce two or three years con- 
test and confusion, and then, by corruption or compromise, the 
dominion would settle with the most powerful of the neighbour- 
hoods The power would change hands, but the exercise of 
it would be the same. And is it for this mighty benefit that 
the ancient habits of the constitution are to be changed i For 
this your country is to be visited by jubilee of licentiousness, a 
saturnalia of anarchy for a few years, before it reposes again in 
the abuses you now complain of. Yet this is the great arcanum« 
the sacred mystery sent abroad, like the miracles of Mahomet 
assisted by the swprd, from the north to the south, from the cast 
to the west, to subdue the obdurate, and multiply subscribers to 
the true faith. I do not mean the least disrespect to any man 
in what I say of this plan of reform. I speak as I think of it« 
I think it all confusion and danger, and nothing else. And it 
shews me into what inconsistencies even wise men will fall when 
they attempt a reform, where reformation is uimecessary, what 
insupportable difficulties they encounter in an attempt to new 
modhel a coastitutiofi which has stood for centuries the admira- 
tion and envy of the world, and distinguished from all others by 
having preserved civil liberty on the earth at this day. Under 
those opinions, and with this veneration fpr the constitution, I 
will not so far admit its defects as to go into a committee to amend 
it^ I will not carry into a committee this chaos of rude mate- 
rials, out of which to create a new constitution, when I have 
one already formed so competent to human happiness. {' will 
not go paragraph by paragraph through a plan of alteration, 
where alteration is not necessary. I will not keep the publii^ 
xnihd long^tr in a ttate of suspence between free government 
and fruitless speculation, but endeavour to rescue public tran^ 
quillity from the designs or delusions of the visionary, the rash^ 
^d the restless. 

Mueh has been said, and much has been inferred concerning 
t^ petitipQs wjiiph are dispbyed on your table; but wbfi^ g^ 
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demen talk of those petitions, the^ forget ths^there are betwe^ li 
two and three millions of inhabitants in this country. Ther4^ 
;ire several petitions on your table for a reform, some against it. 
I have no doubt but the majority of your petitions is in favour 
of reform, because innovation is ever the qiost active. But it 
matters not on which side the majority lies; take them al| 
together, they are but as a drop of water to the ocean of your 
population; they are as a unit in comparison to the numhen 
of your people. And if those persons, however respectable^ 
petition for any great innovation, you have no right to conclqdc 
the multitude on the sugc^estion of the few ; and even if it wert 
possible to suppose (which it is not) that a majority of the 
people petitioned'fpr an alteration of the constitution intruste4 
tp you, you have not a right to comply ; you have not, in that 
case, a right to indulge their desires, or inflict on them th^ 
accomplishment of their wishes. If you comply in what 
you think a public injury, you are an accomplice in the ityuvyt 
and betray the interest of the people on the bribe pf their owa 
favours. 

It is to be lamented by every man, who feels for the honour 
and the happiness of this country, that after the reputation we 
have acquired and the benefits we have obtained { acquisitions, 
limited only by the bounds of our owj2 demands, and adequate to 
every degree of human happiness ; we should offer our enemies 
a pretext for charging us with alight, an inconstant, and resdess 
character; as if the accomplishment of our wishes was but 
the beginning of our discontents, and unlimited demand the 
ofibpring of unlimited concession ; that we were falling under 
the description Montesquieu gives of a people unworthy of 
liberty ; 

" A people grown impatient of the power they have delegated, 
^^ desirous to do every thing themselves, debate for the senate^ 
*^ execute for the magistrate^ and decide for thf^ judges.'' That 
having obtained the best constitution in the world, we had not 
the patience to try it for one session of parliament; but in con«- 
tempt of the high legislative assemblies, resolved ourselves in 
five hundred litue parliaments in every coiner of the kingdom, 
where we voted that constitution an unalterable grievance, and 
called aloud for a new one. 

Were I at liberty to remonstrate with my countrj'men, whom 
I love, I would ask them, do you enjoy freedom i They must 
answer in the affirmative. Have you commerce? Undoubted 
as the ocean that surrounds you. Are you in possession of all 
the blessings that can flow from the best and freest government? 
Yon are. Is it then wisdom, is it common sense, when you 
are sure of those, to throw them back into the ocean of uncer- 
I^Mqity, commit them to the wilderness of speculatiofi, or hazard 
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of experiment ? Is it wisdom to interrupt your enjoyment of 
every thing that is valuable, by dreams oi" something more free 
than freedom, more desirable than happiness f I'he lou est man 
in the community has wisdom enou^ to feel the force of this 
maxim ; ** When you are well, keep yourselves so." But there 
is not a philosopher in the nation wise eqough to say, what 
would be th^ consequence of a change: neither Solon, nor Ly- 
curgus, nor Plato, nor Locke, nor Sidney, if they were alive, 
would hazard a conjecture as to the effects on the constitution. If 
you were to adopt any one of those plans which Kave been offered 
to you, they might make a democracy, they might make an aris- 
tocracy, they might encrease the power of the crown, they might 
make any thing but the constitution of England ; yet every man 
in the community, the gentleman and the artificer, the learned 
and the unlearned, the man who can read, and the man who 
cannot, are all alike ready to undertake the task of constitution- 
making; or, if any of them should happen not to have leisure 
from the shuttle or the plough, they have only to say, *' we 
** entirely agree in the plan of reform digested and agreed on by 
*^ the grand national convention." And there is a constitution 
ready made to their hands. I do not say our copstitution, the 
work only of human wisdom, is without defect; but there is an 
inherent strength in it, that has in all convulsions produced 
remedies for its evils and controls for its excesses; and through 
many reyolutipns has maintained liberty to this day. Now you 
have got it dp nqt throw it away; condescend to enjoy and be 
happy; your country wants improvement; your constitution 
does not; cultiyate the one, and you will be sure to enjoy the 
other. But if you grow discontented with your form of govern* 
ment, and are distracted about new schemes and new systems, 
you will be dupes of designing ipen in your own country, and 
strangers will not cpme near you. Amidst your controversies 
and your arms, the stranger would not know where to find the 
laws that are to be his protection; and you may find, perhaps 
too late, that you have been cheated of your happiness; you will 
be thought an unreasonable, and you will feel yourselves an 
unfortunate people ; a people v^hom commerce could not enrich^ 
and whom freedom could not satisfy. 
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t^E SPEECHES OF MR. GRATTAK AND MR. BERESFbltP Oft 
THE REVENl^BiS OF IR£LANDu«.P. f8* 

MR. GR ATTAN began tvith observing, though the iiii- 
lerference of a person utterly unconnected with revenue mat- 
ters, in that department which was so ably administered by the 
present commissioners, might have somewhat of an invidious 
aspect, yet he was happy to declare that those gendemen had 
not viewed it in that light, but had with the utmost alacrity 
given him every possible assistance, in promoting the object for 
which the committee was appointed and it appeared to him 
throughout, that they had acted not only honourably and dili- 
gently, but with a laudable ambition to distinguish themselves 
in the faithful discharge of the high trust reposed in them. He 
therefore desired to be considered as not imputing the smallest 
fault or applying; the least eensure to those gentlemen, whHe he 
endeavoured to rectify some errors and abuses, that in a suc^ 
cession of many years, and under different boards, had found 
way into the revenue establishment* Having said this, in justl* 
fication of the present commissioners, to whom he declared no 
blame w^ imputable. 

He proceeded to state the expence of collecting the revenue 
at two periods, viz. 1758 and 1783. 

In 1756, he stated the expence of collecting to have 

amounted to « • « * j^. 81,005 

In 1783, it amounted to - - - * 1B0,000 

tn the latter period, he allowed that • * 23,000 

an expence incurred by the new custom-house 
was included ; but deducting that expence, the 
expenceof collecting amounted to • * 157,000 

The increase of collecting, he snid, did not arise from the in- 
crease of articles taxed, or any necessity of adding to the num- 
ber of officers employed in coUecting, as was obvious to any one 
who would consider that most of the new taxes were only addi- 
tional duties on articles heretofore taxed ; and it was as easy 
for an officer to receive two shillings as one on any article ; 
therefore that the increase of expence arose from the increase 
of salaries, he thought might very fairly be presumed. 

In the year 1758, the expence of collecting, he said, was about 
13 per cent, at present it is 16. 
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The revenue etpences are divided into two classes*— die esta- 
blishment and the incidents. 

In 1758, the establishment was • - » £» 58,000 

In 1783, .... - 92,OOa 

In 1758, the incidenu were . - * . l7,00O 

In 1785, . - - - - 79,O0O 

The per centage for a course of years fluctuated from ten to 
fourteen; at present it is sixteen ; so that the expence of col- 
lecting the revenue is not increased by the increase of the reve- 
nue itself, but by the increase of the per centage. 

I have Aow, Sir, continued he, shewn you the facts, but not 
their causes ; in order to come at their causes, I moved that an 
account should be laid before the committee of all the additions 
that had been made to the revenue establishments since 1758, 
stating the causes of such additions, and the authority by which 
they were made ; this account was made out, it employed seve- 
ral detk^ for several weeks, and is indeed so voluminous, that 
I own I have not yet had time to look through it; I do not 
therefore condemn nor approve what may there be found ; when 
the committee examines, they will be the best judges ; they 
will, I believe, see much to reform ; and I am convinced from 
the candour of the commissioners, which I have already expe- 
rienced, they will have their assistance. 

I find that there exists a charity fund for superannuated ofli- 
c!ers, such as have served forty years without censure : this fund 
IS applied by a stoppage of six-pence in the pound of all sala- 
ries, and the superannuated officer receives out of it 3-5ths of his 
salary. When this fund has been found insufficient, from the in- 
creased number of revenue officers, pensions have been granted 
on the incidents, in order to make it out. The progress is na- 
tural, from private charity to public bounty, and from public 
bounty to abuse. Every man who is tired of doing his duty, 
or who is unable or unwillihg to do it, if he can make interest 
wiih government, gets an order to the commissioners, and is 
immediately put on the revenue incidents, from which he in fact 
receives a pension : not an open, but a masked pension. I do 
not speak df the present adtninistration, or the present comrnis* 
sioners* This abuse has been growing five and twenty years ; 
the present is the proper time to check it. 

I find that the number of pensions on the incidents are S43...* 
I have made observations on almost aB of them, but I will not 
go through the painful task of animadverting on them now, a» 
my object is to prevtent future abuses, not to disturb the present 
possessors ; I must, however, remark, that having served forty 
years, has not always been deemed a necessary tide to a pen- 
sion; thirty-eight years, thirty-five years, twenty-nine years, 
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^ twenty«*two years, and sometimes the words long service^ have 
been deemed sufficient. 

Great importunity, I know, will at last prevail over men ; and 
however the commissioners may determine to act with rigorous 
attention, and to grant no pensions but to men who have served 
the necessary period of forty years, yet still they will be forti- 
fied in their determination by a resolution of this house ; besides 
there are many offices in the revenue that may be performed by 
men who are become unfit fbr the more active and laborious 
duties ; apd by putting such men into those easy offices, the ne« 
cessity of pensions may in a great measure be obviated. 

The orders of government have sometimes issued to place 
persons on the revenue incidents, without any reference to the 
commissioners, or any reason being assigned to entitle the pen*' 
•loner to such. This kind of procedure carries its own censure 
along with it. Government would not issue a peremptory or* 
der, if any reasons could be found for granting such pensions* 
This is, I think, a very great hardship on the commissioners, 
who often resisted, but resisted in vain. Where men are re« 
sponsible, they should have power; and what they have- not 
power to control, they should not be answerable for. 

To remedy this abuse^ and to fortify the commissioners, I 
will propose a resolution, ^^ That no person shall be entided to 
^^ receive a pension on the revenue incidents^ who has not served 
*^ forty years without censure, or who has not been so wounded 
*^ or hurt in discharge of his duty, as to be rendered totally un« 
^^ fit for service ; or who is not the widow of some officer that 
^* has lost his life in the revenue service.'' 

I find, Sir, that there have been granted several additional 
salaries, which have been continued to the successors of the ' 
grantee :....This practice I would Abolish, as noehing would be 
more absurd, than to reward John for the services performed 
by Tom. 

Some expence has also been incurred by the experimental 
offices :....The8e cannot be abolished, but may be limited to two 
years. \ 

I come now to useless officers, whose empl6ymcnts, I think^ 
ought to be abolished as they fall in ; though it would be cruel 
to turn the present possessors adrift, as they have no other 
means of living. 

And first, land carriage officers. These appear to be of very 
little use, and from the nature of their duty cannot well be 
moved into any other situation. It is impossible for them to 
perform any consider^ible service, except by searching all per- 
sons coming in or going out of the city ; and this would be a 
breach of law, and an high infringement of the subject's UbertVr 

VOL. in. D 
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I desired to know the amount of salaries paid to this class of 
men for ten years last p^st, and find it amounts to 12,000/i the 
seizures made by them in the same space of time amount to 
1000/. I'heir usefulness may be estimated from those circum- 
stances. 

Coast officers are of as litde use as land carriage oiEcerS| and 
with them ought to be abolished. 

I sent for a paper to inform myself concerning hearth-money 
officers. I find that since the year 1 760, the hearth-money h^ 
increased 10,0CX)/. per annUm, and that the expence of collecting 
it has increased one-third ; the revenue of hearth-money has 
increased one-sixth, and the expence of collecting it one-third : 
this is in a great measure owing to the creation of new collectors* 
I enquired into the necessity of that creation, and was informed 
that it arose from the great extent of some of the former dis- 
tricts ; a single collector being formerly obliged to collect in a 
range often from thirty to forty miles. Yet I do not find that 
any great increase of the hearth-money took place direcdy after 
the creation of additional collectors ; and the 10,OGiOA a year, 
which I have stated may, I think, rather be supposed to arise 
from the increase of houses in twenty-four years, than from the 
increase of hearth-money collectors. 

Hearth-money supen'isors appear to me very useless officers, 
and may be put down ; but this I submit to the commissioners ; 
at present I do not mean to take any further notice either of 
them or coast officers. 

The law ejtpences incurred by the revenue every year are al- 
ready enormously great, and ought to be reduced ; I speak 
freely on this head, because I know that the present law ser- 
vants of the crown are too independent in fortune and principle, 
to regard any vails of this sort. 

The numlier of bills passed each session have increased, and 
the sessions being in future annual, must also multiply expence ; 
this 'is therefore a subject worthy of enquiry: I do not mean 
to move any thing on it at present, but shall just mention thai 
within a very short space, the law expences have amounted to 
1 1 ,000/. 

Revenue cmizers have been another subject of very great ex- 
pence. 

The seizures made by these vessels amount to 40,000A 
The expence of their establishment to 140,000/. Till of late 
there has been one great error in the mode of conducting these 
vessels, which is now rectified by the commissioners.* The 
error was this: the captain of each cruizer was permitted to 
supply his own crew with provisions, for which he made a 
charge against the revenue. Now it is manifest, that this made 
it his interest to have nominally a large crew, but actually a 
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small one. That it was >bis interest to stay on sbore^ where his 
znen being at iibert)' to provide for themselve s, while he charged 
their daily allowance ; and that he never could want a pretence 
to stay on shore ; and while be was always at liberty to have his 
vessel under repair, to enlarge her from time to time, always 
enlarging his crew in proportion , this was indeed, a roost happy 
invention to reward men for not doing their duly ; and this I 
am happy to see abolished. 

The next abuse that I shall state is, the absence of collectors 
from their districts. 

The collector is an officer of very great consequence, and the 
true performance of his duty would be of high advantage to the 
public. In his district he has all the authority of a commissioner; 
he should regulate all the officers under him ; and yet so far are 
many collectors from doing this, that they scarce ever see the 
place of their collection, but leave thdir duty to be done by a clerk, 
whom the l^w does not recognize, and who is not answerable to 
the board for his conduct ; he gives no security to the public ; 
and not unfrequendy have great sums been lost by trusting to 
stich men. One of ray resolutions, therefore, goes to compel 
the residence of collectors. 

Another regulation that I think would much promote the due 
collection of the revenue is, the raising of officers from the lower 
to the higher-departments in succession; I do not mean anindis^ 
criminate succession by seniority, but that in every department 
of the revenue, as at present in the excise, men acquainted with 
the business should rise by successive degrees, and that he who 
has been checked, should check in his turn. ^ 

The suVveyors*general have two salaries, one a fixed salary of 
300L a year on the establishment, the other 200/. on the inci- 
dents. I would wish to have this altered, and that they should 
be paid a premium of a' certain sum per day, while they werp 
in the performance of their duty. 

I come now to the last article, though I mean first to move 
upon it, because gendemen who coincide with me on most of 
the other points which I have mentioned, differ upon this. 

The custom-offic;ers«..«they were originally effective officers, 
but when the revenue was formed, they were rendered useless, 
and therefore we now find thei;n on our civil establishment; 
afterwards, when the crown took the revenue into its own hands, 
it was thought prudent to employ in the collection the persons 
that had been employed by the farmers; the custom officers 
continued useless; notwithstanding this, additional salaries 
have been granted to them, which are in fact masked pensions. 
I know while I speak on this subject, I stand on delicate ground; 
but with what face could I propose a reduction of petty officers, 
and leave those great ones remaining ? The greatness of the 
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persons who possess them are my best apology, for while dieir 
talents and fortune render them fit for the highest departments 
in the state> I trust their magnanimity will teach them to despise 
the paltr}'^ emoluments of custom offices* * I would not venture 
to speak thus to inferior minds, but as I have had the aid of some 
of those gendemen in the other parts of the reform I have pro- 
posed, I doubt not they will assist me, even where they are 
themselves in some degree affected. 

1 have called those additional salaries, masked pensions; 
they are so indeed, and of the most exceptionable kind. There 
are not, indeed, above seven or eight of them in the kingdom, 
but they may increase, and this is the tiipe to stop them ; I have 
therefore prepared a resolutiotj for that purpose, which 'will not 
aifect the present possessors, but eventually will prove highly 
advantageous to the nation. 

Mr. Grattan then moved his resolution, " To prevent 
'^ the grant of any future additional salary to custom offi- 
" cers." 

Right Honourable John Beresford....! was very happy. Sir, 
when the right honourable gentleman undertook the task of 
enquiring into the cause of the great expence of collecting the 
revenue, because I was very certain, that an entjuiry, ably and 
impartlaJly condubted, would fully evince to the public, that the 
assertions which have B^en so liberally made for some years 
past, and the insinuations which have been thrown out, of the 
prodigality and profusion of the present board of commissioners 
of the revenue, were without any sort of foundation. I therefore 
took the liberty of seconding the right honourable gentleman^s 
motion for this enquiry, and I am now, not a little proud, to find 
that a four months laborious examination has confirmed my 
constant assertions, and overturned the several charges laid to 
<he 4por of the revenue board; the 'right honourable gentle- 
man has fully acc^uitted them ; but has stated some errors and 
abuses, which appear to him to have crept into the revenue 
establishment, in a succession of many years, which he wishes 
to be rectified. 

He has stated, that since the year 1758, the per centage ex- 
pence of collecting the revenue has gready increased. 

If the right honourable gentleman will takfe the trouble of 
examining tnat voluminous heap of papers, (custom house ac- 
counts, and reports, which Mr. Grattan had called for) he will 
find, that .he has chosen an unfair aera for his comparison, for 
that immediately after the period of 1758, at which time there 
had been a parliamentary enquiry into the management of the 
revenue, there was not only a general increase of the number 
of tide waiters, and boatmen in the several ports of the king- 
dom, but that an addition was made to tl^eir salaries, wlierebj' 
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there was au increase to the establishment of' about lO^OOO/. a 
year. 

The right honourable gentleman will also see that since the 
Isle of Man was ceded to the crown cf Great Britain, the whole 
system of preventing smuggling has necessarily undergone a 
total change, and a change attended with a great additionid 
ciqpence'; before that period our cruisers consisted of small 
open wherries, which were sufficient to guard pur coasts against 
smugglers, .who carried on their trade in the saqne sort of ves* 
sels; but since by the cession of the Isle of Man, the smugglers 
have been driven to Dunkirk, Gottenbur^, and. other distant 
ports, and of course have been obliged to mcrea^e the size of 
the shipping. We have been obliged to follow them, step by - 
step, until we Iiave got to stout cruisers, fitted out with from 
twejve to twenty pieces of cannon, and well furnished with 
ammunition, and manned with an adequate number of seamen. 
Such an alteration in our naval establishment, every gentleman 
must see, was necessarily attended with a very great additional 
expeiice. 

The law expences of the revenue have also increased exceed* 
ingly, and particularly that part of them which arises from the 
business of drawing bills for this house. Formerly there were 
but three bills to be paid for; the great money bill, as it is 
called, the loan bill, and the revenue bill; of late years, the 
.enlargement of our. trade has necessarily caused many bills 
every sessions, which amount to an enormous expence* 

The business of the commissioners of the revenue is infin* 
itely increased, insomuch that instead of meeting at eleven 
^o'clock, and adjourning at two, we are obliged to meet at 
half-past ten, and sit until four, and often until five oVlock; the 
increase of business of course is attended with an increase of 
expence. 

The right honourable gentleman has said, that the per centage 
of the collection has varied very considerably since the year 
1758, from twelve to sixteen per cent. The nature of incidental 
expences is variable, they cannot be otherwise ; but. the high 
per centage of one year is not a proof of an increased establish* 
ment. For instance, the highest per centage I remember, was 
in the year irsi ; when the. collection came to eighteen per 
cent, in 1782, it cost but sixteen; and yet the actual sum ex* 
pended in the latter year was higher than that of the former, 
although the per centage was less, for the per centage does not 
depend solely upon the number of officers, or their salaries, biit 
upon the proportion which the expence bears to the sum col- 
lected; and therefore because in the year 1781, the revenue 
was very low, and the sum collected small, the per centage 
amounted to eighteen per cent, whereas in the following year^ 
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when the sum collected was larger, the per centage waa bat six* 
teen, although the expence of collecting was higher than the year 
before. Let the expence of collecting be the same in two given 
years, and let the sum collected in one of them be doubled that 
of the other, and the per centage will be but half as much in 
that year* 

It has been the fashion for several years to judge of the ex- 
pence of collecting our re venue,by comparing it with the collection 
of the customs and excise in England. Nothing can be falser 
than such a comparison, because every part of England where 
officers are stationed is productive, every port brings in revenue 
to the public, and the excise is universally productive: But 
what is the case in Ireland^ Perhaps gendemen will be surpri- 
sed to hear that out of twenty-five ports there are but seven, 
which pay the expence of collecting, although the necessity of a 
revenue establishment in the other nineteen is a fact too mani- 
fest to require the aid of argument. 

I shall, however, to open gendemen^s eyes, just state to the 
house a few instances :....Cork and Limerick are two of the 
productive ports; between them lie Kinsale, Baltimore, and 
Tralee or Dingle, ports which do not go near to pay the expence 
of their own establishments; the collection of Kinsale costs one 
hundred and thirty-nine per cent, that of Dingle one thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-seven, and that of BaltimoFe two 
thousand three hundred per cent, but if these ports even were 
left unguarded, very litde indeed would be collected at Cork or 
Limerick, the smugglers would soon find an easy way of sup- 
plying these two great cities from the inferior ports. 

If any man has a mind to judge fairly of the collection of the 
revenue, let him not go to ports which have no trade, which 
cannot pay their own establishment, but let him look at the pro- 
ductive ports; in Dublin, where the expence is the heaviest, 
bodi in the incidental and established expences, because the 
greatest part of the law expence is incurred there, and most of 
•the repairs and building of boats and vessels is executed there, 
and on account of the great weight of the new custom-house 
expence, and because die salaries of the commissioners and all 
the princpal and cheque officers are paid there, the per centage* 
fimounts to sixteen per cent....in Limerick it is but fourteen, in 
Belfast but nine, in Londonderry but eight, in Waterford but 
seven and a half, in Cprk but six. 

Instead of comparing Ireland with England, it would be 
more just to compare her with Scodand, in point of reve- 
nue collection, because that her situation and circumstances 
are more similar. to ours. If this be done, it will be found 
that the per centage in Scodand amounts to thirty-three per 
«entt 
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But if gehdemen will compare this countty with England^ 
diey should, I insist upon it, only take the net revenue of Eng- 
land into the account, for the circumstances of England and Ire« 
land are very different indeed in point of importation; thie 
former imports not only for her own consumption, but for that 
of the whole world ; .the latter for her own consumption only. 
England has her colonies in Asia, Africa and America, and ^he 
brings home the produce of all these colonies to her own ports^ 
where they pay a great duty at import ; but as these goods are 
hot for her consumption only, but to be exported again to other 
countries, and not only to draw back these duties so paid, but to 
receive a bount}' possibly on the exportation, the red duties re« 
turned, that is, the duty on their own consumption, is all that 
can fairly be compared with the duties of a country which has 
no colonies, and which imports only for her own use. 

Gendemen who have chosen to compare our collection widi 
that of England, have asserted, that our^s cost fourteen per cent, 
when the customs of England cost but seven. Now, in making 
' this calculation, gendemen have taken the mere salaries and in* 
cidents, as they appear upon the face of the highest custom* 
house accounts, and have omitted many expences, particularly 
those of the revenue cruisers and the admiralty cruisers' em- 
ployed in the revenue service, the expence of which they will 
find in the late report of the committee appointed to enquire 
into the state of smuggling, Stc. in England. If they take thes6 
into the account, they will find it to stand thus : 

The gross revenue of customs is in England. £. 3,873,985 

"•-"■•^^■—^ 
Expence of collection, as stated in custom* 

house accounts ..... S8 1,209 

To which add the revenue cruisers - - 42,845 

Admiralty cruisers Itt revenue service - • 220,220 

£. 544^74, 

This will be found to be as one hundred are to fourteen, or 
fourteen per cent, upon the gross....But if you calculate upon 
the net revenue, you will find it as one hundred are to twenty* 
one, or twenty-one per cent, and inlhis calculation the expences 
attending law are not included^ which must be very heavy, as 
all suits are carried on in the Exchequer. So that take this 
matter in any light, and the statement and assertions of gende* 
men will be found to be erroneous. 

In 1744, after the union of the boards, this change of our 
establishment was 5000/. greater than it was last year ; a sure 
proof that the present commissioners have not been wanting ib 
their endeavours to reduce them. \ 
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The incidents, I acknowledge, are very great ; but deduct 
S3,0CX)/. the expence incurred by the new custom^iouse, and 
they are brought into a more moderate compass. We are sull 
endeavouring to cut them down further, and if any gendeman 
will point out a single article in that account of incidents, now 
lying on your table, where a saving can be made, I shall be raxdy: 
hereafter to suffer any censure the house can devise, il sucb 
saving be not made. 

' The next objects taken notice of by the right honourable gen- 
tleman are the salaries of the superannuated officers. Theses 
salaries arise from two funds, one is a subscription amongst the 
officers themselves, from which every man who has been a sub* 
scriber for seven years is entitled to an annuity proportioned to 
his rate of sut^scription. The right honourable gentleman will 
see that this is the private property of the officers themselves, 
purchased with their own money, and over which parliament 
can have no control. 

The other fund is the common incidents. As to the pensions 
granted on this, I confess I agree with the right honourable 
gentleman, that many of them are very great abuses. Of late, 
it is grown a fashion for men to get out upon their full salaries: 
most people would rather be paid for doing nothing, than for 
doing something. For my own part, I should like it veiy well 
myself ; but at the same time I know, that while I am able to 
do my duty I onght to be compelled to do it. I agree with the 
right honourable gen dt man, as to the period of service which 
should entitle a man to be superannuated on his full salary : for- 
ty years was fixed by Sir William Osborne, when first I went 
into the revenue, but soon after that rule was broken through, 
and men of all standings allowed to enjoy their otium. How- 
ever, I must say, that if the board had not frequently remon- 
strated with goveniment against this practice, the number on 
the list would have been double at this day. If there are now 
upon it 343 numbers, as the right honourable gendeman has 
stated, many of them are widows, who were put upon it by the 
humanity of Lord Buckingham ; during his administration the 
widows fund failed, and if he had not been graciously pleased to 
interfere for their relief, these poor people must have starved. 

The right honourable gentleman seems to think land carriage 
officers useless, but I can assure him they are a verj' necessary 
set of men. Their duty is to watch the avenues of great cities, 
and see that all exciseable goods have permits ; and the very 
reason why they do not make seizures is, because their vigi- 
lance is known to be so great, that smugglers will not run the 
risk of bringing thjfir goods past them. However, if land car- 
riage officers make, few seizures, it is amply compensated by 
another set of men, who have.no salaries at all^ but what arise 
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from a fund created by them8elve8«««.the preventive officers : 
these men have made veiy considerable seizures indeed. 

Mr. Beresford then proceeded to the hearth-money ; pointed 
out the abuses that had obtained in that department, and the 
remedies that had been applied ; from which he went on to the 
article of revenue cruisera, agreeing with Mr* Grattan in what 
he had said concerning them : he also agreed with him as to the 
necessity of collectors residing within their districts, and as to 
the propriety of deserving oncers being promoted in succes- 
sion, and the mode proposed of paying surveyors general: in a 
word, he agreed with die whole of Mr. Grattan's plan of regu- 
lation, save only as to custom officers, who, he said, were officers 
by the common law^ were absolutely necessary, and ought not 
to be abolished. 
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THE SPEECH OF ME. GARDXHEK O^ lEISH C0M1CE&CE« 
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MR. GARDINER said, it is not my fault that this busi^ 
ness lies under an additional disadvantage, from the late part of 
the session in which it is introduced. It is in the recollection 
of gentlemen, that no endeavours of mine were wanting to bring 
k in on an esuiier day. I must confess this is an arduous busi-« 
ness, and far exceeding my strength ; but I hope and request 
the assistance of gentlemen of greater talents than I possess. 
I only furnish the raw materials, let them erect the superstruc- 
ture* 

I shall, sir, fifst state the purport of my propositions. This 
is a measure to restrain importation, but does not affect the ex^ 
portation of raw materials* Gendemen would have the evi- 
dence on that head also included in the report of the committee, 
but one had no connection with the other. The committee was 
ordered to enquire into the state of manufactures at large, but 
they did it partially ; they confined themselves to the woollen 
branch, to blankets, carpets, hats, kc , My system is not con- 
fined to these oiijecls only, but also includes paper, ^ardware^ 
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and other articles. The weaving branch is certainly a very 
material branch of commerce, but other objects also have their 
weight. 

Here Mr. Gardiner obviated many objections which he said 
had been made to his measure. It is not^ said he, calculated to 
divide, but to unite the two countries. The people of Englaod 
will think it no cause of enmity with us, that we fallow their 
example. She adopted protecting duties, because she thought 
it her interest....let us act the same part....wbat's good for oue, 
must be good for the other. < 

The measure is no opposition to government. I never made | 

it my business to introduce saty thing for the purpose of embar- 
rassing government. On the contrary, I thought it my duty to 
support them when right. I think it also my duty to admonish 
them of their error when wrong. Government ought to be in- 
formed of the grievances of the people. 

This measure has not been brought forward irregularly ..-it 
is grounded on the report of a committee, and the petitions of 
the people. I confess, sir, I am strongly biassed in its favour. 
The despondency and distress of this country, together with 
the justice and expediency of the measure itself, must make 
every gendeman its friend. Who can behold so many thou- 
sands of his fellow-creatures struggling with calamities, almost 
insupportable by humanity, and not be inclined to give relief^ 
The misfortune is not particular....it is universal....not confined 
to Dublin, it extends to Cork, X.imerick, Waterford, the 
Queen^s county, and eyery part of the kingdom where the wool- 
len manufacture is carried on....not limited to even the woollen, 
but affecting every infant manufacture in this country. 

With respect to the poverty and wretchedness of this misera- 
ble description of our fellow-creatures, I think it unnecessary to 
use a single word. Gentlemen tannot but know the reality of 
this fact already r it is impossible to go through the streets with* 
out meeting testimonies that this assertion is but too well founds 
ed. If, however, gendemen chuse to dispute a thing so self- 
evident, I am ready to produce witnesses of character at your 
bar, to put it beyond dispute. 

If gentlemen wish to judge fairly, it is right to wave theory 
and speculation, and confine their attention to the different ef- 
fects of the different modes adopted in Great Britain and Ireland. 
They will perceive that the long depression of this country is 
owing to her want of protection for her trade. In England, to 
what is owing the great degree of power and wealth she has 
attained, but to protecting duties ? 

Now, sir, I shall enter on the main part of the business,- and 
let me entreat gendemen to be free from prejudice, to divest 
themsdves of every bias. I do not mean to proceed on specu^ 
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lation, but to reason from facts, and the ties of policy of the two 
kingdoms. England has flourished irpm adopting protecting 
duties, and Ireland has sunk by a neglect of them. Woollens 
were always the staple commodity of this country as well as of 
Eng^md. It was so far back as Edward III. in whose reign 
acts of parliament were passed, in which we find clauses for 
protecting the trade of Ireland. At every period before 1698, 
we enjoyed every advantage of a free country : we had nothing 
then to contend with, as no jealousy existed in the breast of. 
England before the last-mentioned period. Our trade was 
guaranteed by Magna Charta; our exports acknowledged by 
that venerable statute....no treaty was made in which we were 
not nominally or virtually included. Antecedent to the year 
1698, our exports were double our imports, and the number of 
shipping almost doubled in the ten preceding years. At that 
period the balance of trade was exceedingly in favour of Ireland, 
being no less than 22^000/. a year. If we consider the diffi« 
culties this country laboured under in those days, and the com« 
parative value of money then and now, this will be found an 
enormous balance. When Ireland exhibited nothing but a 
continued scene of disturbance, disunion, tumult, and frequently 
of civil wars within herself, to what are we to attribute her 
advantages in commerce but to her protecting duties, her geo* 
graphical situation, and industry ? 

, When William III. came to the throne of these kingdoms, 
he laid several unjust and pernicious restrictions on the trade 
of Ireland, in order to gratify England, which began to grow 
jealous of our prosperity ; in other respects he may have served 
this kirigdom; he may have been wise and good; but certainly 
these unjust and destructive restrictions, together with other 
partialities, manifested by him against us on all occasions, 
are more dian a counterpoise to every good he has done this 
country. 

The first stab given in his reign to our rising trade was in 
1698, when a corrupt majority in this house laid a duty on cloths 
exported to England. Some spirited and patriotic members 
standing up to oppose this measure, it was defended on the 
ground of being an experiment, and that it would continue only 
for three years, but was in the year following made perpetual. 
Let us mark the consequences. The manufacturers, no longer 
able to find subsistence at home, emigrated, where they were 
received with open arms. The French, notwithstanding every 
exertion, had been unable to establish the wooQen manufactures, 
until they procured Irish wool to mix with their own, and Irish- 
men to weave it. They then, conscious of the advantages of 
protecting their trade, laid additional duties on the importation 
of English cloths. The event soon confirmed with what pro- 
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priety they adopted these protecting duties ; they in a slioft 
time manufactured enough for the home market, and by raising 
from time to time, the protecting duties, at length to a pnduln* 
tion, are enabled not only to rival gfeat Britain, but to undersdf 
her in ever}' market in Europe. 

Before die last mentioned reign, it was as usual to re* 
commend from the throne, at the opening of every session^ 
the woollen manufacture, to the consideration of parliament, as 
of late it has been to recommend the linen manufacture, or any 
other branch of trade. Our journals, sir, are full of auch recom* 
mendadons* 

Another argument in favour of this proposition c^an be dravn 
from the great benefits this country derived, from a power 
obtained by James, Duke of Ormond, of prohibiting the impor- 
tation of Scotch manufactures. The protection was obtained 
against Scotland, and not England, because we were not tben 
afraid of the latter. The utility of diis dui^ was so greafi as to 
give in our favour a balance, notwithstanding the o^lnicious 
effects of the plantation laws, and the other unfair reamctionsof 
King William's reign, on our trade. Have not we, therefore, a 
right to expect the same salutary consequences from the adopdon 
of a like measure now ? 

Let no man say that England is so insensiUe of her own 
interest as to be averse from this measure. England, from 
unhappy experience, is convinced of the pernicious effects of 
her impolicy. The emigration of the Irish manufacturers in 
the reign of King William, is not the only instance that has 
taught that nation the ruinous eflfects of restrictive laws." Our 
own remembrance has furnished a sad instance of the truth of 
this assertion«...fumi8hed it in the American war. America 
was lost by Irish emigrants....These emigrations are fresh in 
the recollection of every gendeman in this house ; and when 
the unhappy differences took place, I am assured, fh>m the best 
authority, the major part of the American army was cov^ 
posed of Irish ; and that the Irish language was as commonly 
spoken in the American ranks as English. I am also informed, 
it was their valour determined the contest ; so that England not 
only lost a principal protection of her woollen trade in Europe, 
but also had America detached from her by force of Irish emi* 
grants. 

Mr. Gardiner, after dwelling some time on the petnicioos 
effects of the act of William III. shewed by what progress 
importations had arisen, from an average sum of 14/XX)/. to 
the enormous sum of 836,000^ in the year 1T78. 

In 1779, this country, no longer able to support thcpemicioui 
effects of the oppressions under which she laboured, undertook 
a great measure. We spoke out, and demanded a free tradc« 
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It is but juadce to geatlemen^ it is but justice to the nadoo, 
that they were unanimous, and persevered. England acted 
wisely and justly on the occasion, and restored us our right* 
But of what use will this free trade be**«*wiU it be anything but 
a name, if we do not seize the advantages of it by promoting 
it? It is impossible to do so, unless we have an opportunity of 
supplying our home consumption, and exporting the redundan- 
cy, it is impossible to undersell other nations in foreign mar- 
kets, if undersold in our own. While our ports are open to the 
. exportation of raw materials, and the importation of British nuu 
nufacturep, can we expect to reap any benefit from the extensiop 
of our commerce? Let us turn our thpUgbts to the anicle of 
cotton, and we shall find great quantities imported, and not ^ 
single yard exported. The very same might be affirmed of many 
otl^er manufactures. 

England, so early as the reign of Edward III. perceived the 
pecesnity of protecting her woollens. When a law was enacted to 
prevent wearing foreign manufactures ; with respect to Ireland^ 
however, she was not then considered as coming under tht 
denomination of foreign. The habits of intimacy and connect 
tion between the two countries, prevented England from exclud- 
ing Ireland, when she excluded the rest of the world. Here 
are two points proved, the adopuon of protecting duties, and 
that we were not considered a foreign nation with respect to 
England* But the manufactures of England were then in a 
progressive state, and it appears that ihe home market was then 
the principal object in imposing a duty on the importation of 
woollens. In the same reign it must be admitted, a duty was 
laid on bay yam, but this was only to raise a revenue to the 
crown by dispensations. England flourished, but flourished 
from a difierent cause....from the protecting duties, which pro. 
cured her a home market; she soon far outstripped other nations 
in her manufactures; but in the reign of Elizabeth, the rest of 
Kurope, perceiving the good effects of the measure to England, 
began to lay on protecting dudes also. France laid a duty 
of half a livre on cloth imported; this was shordy after 
augmented to a livre, and so by degrees to actual prohibi- 
tion. The Dutch followed the example. The effect of those 
protecdoQs on the manufactures of England was quickly per-^ 
ceptible. 

In the year 1616, the exports decreased 160,000^ in some 
time after, the balance was found to be more considerably against 
her ; her imports being above a million, and her exports not 
quite 300,000/. a year. She then found it necessary to recur to 
fresh protecdng duties, and to prohibit the importation of broad 
silk. She also saw it necessary to prohibit the wear of India 
goods. Thes^ protecting duties have ever sinca been accumu^ 
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lating, and Ireland included, as well as other countries* The^ 
have been constantly, as far as respected Ireland, increased da- 
ring the reign of George I. and IL bat it must be confessed, no 
such thing has been done in the reign of George III. On the 
contrary, more has been procured for this country, during that 
period, than since our first connection. 

Before the protection of her manufactures, the balance was 
considerably against her ; the French importations were com« 
puted at an average to amount to 1,500,000/. per annum. After- 
wards, by means of protecting duties, instead of importing, her 
exports of woollens amounted to 5,000,000 yards. Her home 
consumption to 6,000,000; making together 11,000,000. So 
that she arrived to such a summit of greatness as no country 
since the fall of the Roman empire, ever attained. By means of 
the wealth procured by manufactures, she was in the year 1763, 
able to impose the law in Europe. 

In the late unsuccessful war, we have seen her maintain a 
struggle no country in the world would be able to maintain bat 
herself. We see her now, after it, great, feared, and respected, 
and that under the burthen of an enormous national debt, which 
no other nation would be able to bear. 

Having, on real matter of fact, shewn the progress and success 
of the manufactures of the two countries ; having shewn how 
England has risen, and Ireland declined ; having shewn that her 
system of policy is the cause of her grandeur, permit me to draw 
your attention to the difference of situations. In England, the 
lowest peasant wears good broad cloth, feeds well, and is lodged 
comfortably. The face of the country presents a view of good 
habitations, and communicates an unspeakable pleasure to eveiy 
man of humanity. I feel a warmth whenever I see and contem- 
plate its beauty ; but when I reflect on the misery of my own 
unhappy country, that I left behind me, I sink on the comparison. 
In England, all is joy, ease and content. It may be s^d, in the 
scripture-phrase of that country, ** the hills and vallies sing with 
joy. Let us now for a moment view the wretched condition 
of the miserable Irishman. 

The Irishman, sir, feeds the cattle whose flesh he is debarred 
from tasting. As to clothes, he has scarcely any. As for 
habitation, he has perhaps, some miserable hovel, whither an 
englishman would not venture to turn his beast. Here he, 
with an unhappy wife, and wretched offspring, must endeavour 
to drag out existence, half starved, and half famished with 
cold. What a distinction, alas! between beings of the same 
species. 

When, sir, we thus view the different conditions of two peo- 
ple, it is natural to enquire into the cause of this difference. Are 
Irishmen less fitted by nature to earn a livelihood than English^* 
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men ? Is there any difference in their frames to produce these 
very different effects i Are their constitutions worse, or appe- 
tites greater i Is there any disadvantage in the nature of our 
climate, soil, or situation of our country, to prevent our prospe- 
rity ?...«No ! the climate of this country is delightful.«.*the soil 
as rich and vegetating in general as any in the world..-and our 
situation adapted for intercourse with both worlds* Thus, 
those who render our people idle, are the first to ridicule them 
for that idleness, and to ridicule them without cause. National 
characteristics are always unjust, as there never was a country 
that has not produced both good and bad. Though one jnan 
may be idle, another will be industrious, and though that man 
may be a drunkard, this may be sober. I am grieved, sir, to 
hear those unc^ndid reflections thrown on Irishmen. They ar» 
general assertions, false as they are illiberal. Irishmen have 
shewn spirit and genius in whatever they have undertaken.^ 
They have shewn that they can make great exertions, when they 
are encouraged ; the difference of the cultivation of diiis country, 
from what it was before the laws for promoting agriculture, will 
evince the truth of my assertion. A great proportion of the 
inhabitants of this country, previous to those laws, lived on im- 
ported com, but no sooner was encouragement held forth to the 
ploujg;h, than the national industry broke forth, and instead of 
importing, a great quantity of com was annually exported. 
This will ever remain a positive contradiction to the vague and 
ill-founded reflections on Irishmen. I will even go farther, and 
call on gentlemen to specify one instance, where the people were 
indolent, where the laws of their country protected them in their 
endeavours. Let us consider what has been done in respect to 
pur linens. Though we were compelled to yield an established 
manufacture, and to apply ourselves to it, under the disadvan- 
tage of contending with a country that has arrived at great per- 
fection, yet we prospered. And why ? Because we were not 
interfered with. If this bp not a proof of industry, I know" not 
what may be called so. Whenever this country has been en- 
couraged, it shewed great i|idustry....witnes8 our linens, our 
broad stuffs, our tabinets, and poplins : how groundless, there- 
fore, is the charge of indolence ? £ven admitting the people of 
this country were indolent, instead of contributing to keep them 
in it, by continuing their oppressions, this house ought to re- 
move that indolence. 

As every cause but the true one, has been assigned for the 
present distresses of the poor, those have not been wanting, who 
have attributed it to the low price of whiskey, and the drunken- 
ness of the working manufacturers ; but those gendemen, who 
have of late been so fond of praising the industry of the north, 
ought to be informed, that there is no part of Ireland, in which 
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the ptaplc drink more whiskey, and jet manufactures succeed 
there perfectly. This I know, because I have an estate in that 
part of the kingdom. I know they think nothing of drinking a 
pint of whiskey in a day, and are able to attend to their business 
after. Some of my tenants have informed me, they could drink 
half a pint of whiskey with as much ease as any of us could a 
glass of wine. As for me, tio man more disapproves of the 
abominable custom of drinking spirits ; but yet, I will be free 
to sray the distress of our manufacturers, is by no means impu- 
table to drunkenness. 

As these are not the causes of the present calamities, it b na* 
tural to ask what may be the source of them i It may be an- 
trwered, that want of employment is that source. Numbers of 
itiaAufacturers cannot get their goods sold. How, therefore, 
can they give employment? Several circumstances contnbote 
to forwarding the importation of English goods, whereby our 
own are itijured. In England they have large capitals ; they 
can buy and sell much cheaper than our manufacturers, who 
have in general very small capitals. The man with a large ca« 
pital can ailbrd to give long credit, which the other cannot, and 
eight per cent, will yield a greater profit to him in trade, who 
has 10,000/. than ten per cent, to him who has but 1000/. In 
England they give two years credit, when we can scarcely give 
six months, which induces people to deal with them, as they 
have a year and six months interest on the money. This ena- 
bles them to turn their capitals oftener, so that if they sell, even 
for less than others, the quick disposal of their goods will not 
fail to bring them at the end of the year a much greater profits 
' Something must be done to relieve the thousands who now 
are famishing in your streets. The city of Dublin, with a de« 
gree of humanity that will ever do it honour, has hitherto suc- 
coured them by voluntary donations. But the donations of the 
city of Dublin will be found inadequate to the miseries of those 
poor men. The non-importation agreement entered into in 
17*79, afibrded them some small relief for that time, but served 
only to augment their distress since, as magazines of English 
cloths were then formed in this country. 

Another expedient was : establish manufactories here : but, 
Sir, these have ended generally in the ruin of those, who have 
attempted it : for the English riders immediately give notice to 
their employers, when a manufactory is going to be setup ; the 
consequence is, the British merchant resolves to lose for a time, 
sends over an abundance of the commodit}*, sells it cheaper 
than it possibly can be wrought for, and totally overthrows his 
rival. Sir, I remember an instance of this in England itself; 
there was a house in Nottingham carried on a considerable trade 
in one branch of business; another finding it so profitable, de- 
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tcHnincd to uhdertake it also ; biit the timer of the first house 
determined to lose an immeasity, and undersell the new one; 
the latter, consequently, failed in a short time, and the business 
returned to its ancient channel* This shews, Sir, that the Eng- 
lish merchant will always be an overmatch for any manufiictory 
we set up, which can any way injure him. Now, Sir, another 
e^xpedient was, opening our export trade J I never shall arraign 
that measure : It was conducted by a gentleman, whose me« 
moty I shall eVer reVere^ and whoni I never thihk of m^ithout. 
emotions which I cannot express ; but, Sir, an export trade i% 
beginning at the wrong end ; unless there be a home consUmp* 
tion it will never avail. 

The home consumption is what giVeS iT\ot)ey and spitit tO 
the undertaker; without money he cannot pay the men whom 
he employs, and that money is only to be had by home consump^ 
tion. Since then the remedies that have been, applied are 
ineffectual, let us now see What may be successful ; and in this 
let us copy the conduct of England, of France, and other com* 
mercial countries ; and that is by protecting our manufactures 
at home. 

Then, Sir, fashion, though it may appear at first a trivial mat^ 
ter, has a very great effect on our trade, and for this reason, 
whatever is the fashion^ the manufacturer has a home consump^ 
tioh for^ and sells at an enormous advanced profit for ready mo« 
ney ; as soon as the fiishion alters, he has made so niuch by it, that 
he can send over the redundancy here, and sell it at first cost, 
or considerably under the first cost, and still be a gainer $ and 
therefore, though some persons here have ^ent to England, and 
got patterns of the fashionable articles, yet before the patterns 
could be procured^ the dies prepared^ and the manufacture 
wrought^ the English merchant would have varied his fashion 
tkere, and sent the redundancy over to us, and undersold us so 
as to destroy our hopes. . 

Now, Sir) what have been the remedies^ which We have en- 
deavoured to provide i A non-importation agreement, which, 
while it lasted, had some effect, but it was but temporary^ th& 
bepefit arising from it wa^ but for a season, and I fear' it has 
ctablishcd a permanent evil \ for. Sir, it was by no means gene« 
iral, and the people^ particularly in the north, who were not so 
much injured by importation^ established warehouses^ opened 
their ports^ and laid in such a quantity of Enjglish goods, as 
poured an inundation upon Usi, the moment the agreement was 
at an end. A few words^ continued^ Mr. Gardiner, will be 
sufficient to prove^ that this measure will not be injurious to the 
landed property of this c^untty. The. advantages of the man 
oflanded estate-, and oS the manufacturer are reciprocal; foir 
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the prosperity of the one is the support of the other. l*he pe^ 
titlon therefore presented to this house, by an honourable geii<^ 
tleman, from certain landholders of his county, cannot wicfa any 
degree of propriety be urged against this measure* 

Mr* Gardiner then read the following resolutions* 

1st. That it appears to this house, that the. working manu-^ 
facturers of this kingdom, are in the greatest poverty and dis« 
tress* 

2dly. That the importation of foreign manufactures into tbis 
kingdom, has of late years considerably increased, and still con- 
tinues to do 80* , 

3dly. That this great imporution, by impeding our manu« 
fuctures, is the cause of this poverty and distress. 

4thly. That the interference of parliament is necessary to re* 
ttiove those evils* 
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PAStORAL EXHORTATION Ot THE RIGHt REVEREND DOCTOR 
• TROT, THE CATHOLIC BISHOP OF 0S80RY TO HIS FL09kI»«« 
P* 99* 

Dear CIiristians, 

AT this particular tiine^ when the blessings of 
peace and a plentiful harvest should warm the hearts of Chris- 
tians with becoming gratitude to the Father of Mercies, and 
excite a spirit of industry afnongst all ranks of people, we are 
much concerned to observe fiot and disorder pervading many 
6f our communion in several pans of this county and diocese* 
Unmindful of the untimely and ignominious death of their re- 
lations aihd acquaintances formerly distinguished bv the execra-> 
ble appellation of White Boys, and deaf to tlie dictates of reason 
and religion constantly enforced by Our exhortatioh from the 
altars, they are endeavouring to renew the horrid Scenes of con- 
fusion and bloodshed, which disgraced this part of the kingdom 
not many years ago* They again seem to glory in the oppro- 
brious name of White Boys, and have lately assembled at un-^ 
seasonable houfs, and in diffietent parties, sounding their riotous 
horn* The have presumed to administer oaths of combination, 
and proceed to barbarous acts of violence against the persons 
and property of several mdividuds* In a word, they notori- 



APPENDIX. 49 

misly violate the most sacred laws, and equsjlly despise the 
injunctions of their spiritual and temporal rulers. Such accu- 
mulated enormities call to heaven for vengeance, which will 
most assuredly fall on the deluded offenders, if they do not 
speedily expiate their crimes by sincere and exemplar}' repen- 
tance. As our silence upon this occasion might be misunderstood 
by ignorant, or sinistrously interpreted by malevolent persons, 
we think it highly incumbent on us to declare, as we do hereby 
solemnly, in the name and by the authority of our holy mother 
the church: First, that' the association oaths usually taken b}' 
the misguided and unhappy wretches called White Boys, are 
bonds of iniquity, and consequently unlawful, wicked and 
damnable. They are not, therefore, binding in any manner 
whatever. Secondly, we in like manner declare, that w& 
condemn, abhor, and detest the above mentioned outrages, 
as contrary to the maxims and canons of our holy religion, 
destructive of the public peace, injurious to private property, 
and subversive of every law. Finally, we condemn these delu4ed 
oifend^rs, who call themselves Roman Catholics, as scandalous 
and rotten members of our holy church, from which they have 
been already cutoiTby the sentence of excommunication solemnly 
fulminated against them on the 17th of October, 1779, in all the 
chapels of this diocese. We cannot conclude without beseeching 
you, dearest Christians, to join us in fervent and constant prayer 
for the speedy conversion of these unthinking creatures. Their 
condition is truly deplorable; in this life exposed, by their 
nocturnal excursions and wanton depredations, to sickness, 
loathsome imprisonment, and an infamous death ; whilst in the 
next their obstinacy will be punished with endless torture. May 
our gracious God, by his efficacious grace, avert this greatest 
of all evils, and thereby prevent the bitter recollection of their 
having disregarded our timely and pastoral admonitions. We 
shudder at the very apprehension of the manifold evils which 
must necessarily ensue to themselves, to their families, and to 
their country, from a continuation of their unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings. 

It being equally our wish and duty to promote the happiness 
of mankind in general, and that of our country and flock in par* 
ticular, we shall invariably conduct ovrselves in a manner be- 
coming ministers of the gospel and members of sbciety. Unin- 
fluenced by fear or any worldly consideration, we are determined 
to adopt such further means, as shall be found conducive to 
the above mentioned, and other great objects of our voca- 
tion. 

Kiliennt/y 12th November ^ 1784. J. T. Ti^or* * 
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ADDREBS PKESENTED TO RI8 KAJESTT, AT ST. JAKEs's, BT 

THE X.ORDS AlffD COMMONS OK THE 29TH OF JULTf 178iE. 
PAGE 124« 

/ 

MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

WE, your majesty^s most dutiful and loyal 
subjects, the lords sjpiritual aijd temporal, and common^ of 
Great Britain in parliament assembled, have taken into most 
serious consideration, the important subject of commercial 
intercourse between Great Britain and Ireland, recommended 
in your majesty*s speech at the opening of the present session, 
and the resolutions of the two houses ojf parliament in Ireland; 
which were laid before us by your majesty *S command^ on ^e 
22d of February last* 

After a long and careful investigation of the various ques* 
tions necessarily arising out of this comprehensive subject, 
we have come to the several resolutions, which we now humbly^ 
present to your majesty, and which, we trust, will form the 
basis of an advantageous and permanent commercial settle- 
ment between your majesty^s kingdoms of Great Britain and 
Irelandt 

We have proceeded on the foundation of the resolutions of 
the parliament of Ireland ; but in considering so extensive an 
arrangement, we have found it necessary* to introduce somc^ 
modifications and exceptions, and we have addi^d such regula- 
tions and conditions as appeared to us indispensably neCessai^ 
for establishing the proposed agreement, on just and equitable 
principles, and for securing to both countries those coihmercial 
advantages to an equal enjoyment of which they are in Aiture 
to be entided. 

Your majesty?s subjects in Ireland, being secured in a full 
and lasting participation of the trade with the British colonies,' 
must, we are persuaded, acknowledge the justice of their con-< 
unuing to enjoy it on the same terms with your majesty's sub- 
jects in Great Britain* 

* This work having increased under the author's pen to so Iarg«li bulk, the 
ilebat^ii)tended to have been here inserted, which is very long, is oibitted, and 
the reader is referred for it to the 18th volume of the Parliamentary Register, 
p. 546 to 598. 
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And it is, we conceive, equally manifest, that as the ships . 
and mariners of Ireland are to continue in all time to con^e to 
enjoy the same privileges with those of Great Britain, the same 
provision should be adopted in Ireland as may be found neces* 
sary in this country, for securing those advantages exclusively to 
the subjects of the empire. This object is essentially connected 
lyith the maritime strength of your majesty's dominions, and 
consequendy with the safety and prosperity botii of Great Britain 
and Ireland* - 

We therefore deem it indispensable, that these points should 
be Si^cured as conditions necessary to the existence and duration 
of the agreement between the two countries; they can only be 
carried into effect bylaws to be passed in the parliament of 
Ireland ; which is alone competent to bind your majesty's sub- 
jects in that kingdom, and whose legislative rights we. sh^U ever 
hold as sacred as our own. ^ 

It remains for the parliament of Ireland to judge, according 
to their wisdom and discretion, of these conditions, as well as of 
every other part of the ^etdement proposed to be established by 
mutual consent. 

Our purpose in these resolutions is to promote alike the com* 
mercial interests of your majesty's subjects in both countries; 
and we are persuaded, that the common prosperity of the two 
kingdoms will be thereby greatly advanced ; the subjects of each 
will in future apply themselves to those branches of commerce 
which they can exercise with most advantage, and the wealth so 
diffused through every part will operate as a general benefit to 
the whole* 

We have thus far performed our part in this important busi- 
ness; and we trust that in the whole of its progress reciprocal 
interests and mutual affection will insure that spirit of union, so 
essentially necessar}" to the great end, which the two countries 
have equally in view, . 

In this persuasion' we look forward with confidence to the 
final completion of a measure, which, while it tends to perpetuate 
harmony and friendship between the two kingdoms, must, by 
augmenting their resources, uniting their efforts and consolidat- 
ing their strength, afford your majesty the surest means of 
establishing, on a lasting foundation, the safety, prosperity, and 
glory of the empire. 

To which his Maje^^ty made the following most gracious 

Answer. 

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN, 

I RECEIVE with the greatest satisfaction 
^hesc resolutions, which, after so long and diligent an invcstigil- 
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tion, you consider as aflbrding the basis of as advantageous and 
permanent commercial settlement between my two kingdoms of 
Great Britain and Ireland. Nothing can more clearly manifest 
your regard for the interests of both my kingdoms and your 
zeal for the general prosperity of my dominions^ than the atten- 
tion you have given to this important object. A full and equal 
participation of commercial advantages, and a similarity of lairs 
in those points, which are necessary for their preservation and 
security, must be the surest bond of union between the two 
kingdoms and the source of reciprocal and increasing benefits to 
both. The same spirit, in which this great work has begun 
and proceeded, will, I doubt not, appear throughout the whole 
of its progress ; and I concur with you in thinking, that the final 
completion of it is of essential importance to the future happiness 
of both countries^ and to the saifety, glory and prosperity, of 
the empire. 
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speech or mr. 6rattan on the £ast india t&adx. 

[page 125.] 

Mr. Grattan....Sir, I can excuse the right honourable mem- 
ber, who moves you for leave to bring in the bill. He is an 
'Englishman, and contends for the power of his own country, 
while I am contending for the liberty of mine; he might have 

* spared himself the trouble of stating his own bill. I read it 
before, I' reatl it in the twenty resolutions, I read it in the 
'English bill, which is to all intents at^d purposes the same ; and 
which he might read without the trouble of resorting to his own. 

, His comment is of little moment ; a lord lieutenant's secretary 
IS an unsafe commentator on an Irish constitution ; the former 
merit of the right honourable gentleman in pressing for the 
original propositions and contending against the present, which 
he now supports, nnay have been very great, and I am willing to 
thank him for his past services; they may be a private consola- 
tion to himself. No more; I differ from him in his account 
of this transaction. He was pledged to these eleven propositions ^ 
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Kis offer was the propositions ; ours the taxes ; he took th^ 
latter, but forgets the former. I leave both, and come to his 
system. Here it becomes necessary to go back a little : I be* 
gin with your free trade obtained in. 1779 : by that you reco- 
vered your right to trade with every part of the worlds whose 
ports were open to you, subject to your own unstipulated duties^ 
the British plantations only excepted s by that you obtained the 
benefit of yeur insular isituation, the benefit of your western 
situation, and the benefit of your exemption from intolerable 
taxes. When these advantages might be, no man could say, 
but any man who had seen the struggle you had made during a 
century of depression, could foresee, that a spirit of industiy 
operatiDg upon the state of liberty in a young nation, must in 
the course of time, produce signal advantages : the sea is like 
the earth $ to non^exertion, a waste, to industry, a mine ; this 
trade was accompanied with another, a plantation trade : in diis 
you retained your right to trade directly with the British plan<« 
tations in a variety of articles, without a reference to British 
duties ; by this you obtained a right to trade with the British 
plantations directly in each and every other article, subject to 
the rate of British duty ; by this, you obtained a right to select ; 
so that the general trade should not bang on the special con- 
formity I and by this, you did not covenant to affect, exclude^ 
or postpone the produce of foreign plantations* The reason 
was obvious : you demanded two things, a free trade and a 
plantation trade ; had the then minister insisted on a covenant 
to exclude the produce of foreign plantations, he had given you 
a plantation trade instead of a free trade (whereas your demand 
Was for both) and his grant had been inadequate, unsatisfactory 
and inadmissible. These points of trade being setded, a third 
in the opinion of some remained ; namely, the intercourse with 
England or the channel trade» A successful political campaign, 
an unsuccessful harvest, the poverty of not a few, together with 
the example of England, brought forward,* in the year 1783, a 
number of famishing manufacturers with a demand of protect- 
ing duties ; the extent of their demand was idle, the manner of 
conveying that demand tumultuary ; but not being wholly re- 
sisted nor yet adequately assisted, they laid the foundation of 
another plan, which made its appearance in 178^, opposite in- 
deed to their wishes and fatal to their expectation ; this was the 
system of reciprocity ; a system fair in its principle, and in pro^ 
cess of time likely to be beneficial, but not likely to be of any 
great present advantage, other than by stopping the growth of 
demand^ allaying a commercial fever, and producing settlement 
and incorporation, with the people of England ) this system was 
founded on the only principle, which could obtain between two 
independent nations equality } and the equality consisted in si- 
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milarlty of duty ; now as the toul abatement of duties on tetfa 
Qides had driven the Irishman out of his own market, as the 
raising our duties to the British standard had driven the £ng<( 
glishman out of the Irish market, a third method was resorted 
to, the abatement of British duty to the Iriish standard; but 
dien this equality of duty was inequality of trade s for as the 
]^QgIishman with that duty against him had beaten you in the 
Irish market, with that duty in his favour he mv»»t keep you out 
of the English: so that under this arrangement, the English 
manufacturer continued protected, and the Irish manufacturer 
Qontihued exposed, and the abatement of duty was no more 
than disarming the argument of retaliation^ Had the arrange^ 
nient stopped here, it had .been unjust indeed } but as Ireland 
was to covenant, that she would not raise her duties on British 
manufactures, England on her pan was to covenant, that she 
would not diminish her preference in favour of Irish linen, and 
the adjustment amounted to a covenant^ that neither couatiy in 
their respective markets would affect the manufacture of the 
other by any operative alteration of duty ; honveVcr the adjust* 
ment did not stop at the home manufacture, it went to planum 
tion produce, and here you stood on two grounds, law and jus- 
tice ; law, because you only desired that the same words of the 
same act of navigation should have the same construction on 
one side the channel as they have on the other ,* how they had 
ever borne a different one, I cannot conceive, otherwise than by 
supposing that in your ancient state of dependancy you were 
not entided to the common benefit of the mother tongue ; the 
answer to this argument was unsatisfactory^ that England had 
altered the law ; but if England had So altered the law,- it ceas- 
ed to impose the same restrictions and confer the same advan- 
tages, and then a doubt might arise whether the act Of naviga- 
tion were the law of Ireland, so that yoit seemed entitled to the 
construction or free from the act; now it is of more consequence 
tp England, that you should be bound by the act of navigation,' 
than to Ifeland to have the benefit of the fair c6nstrncti<)n of it.' 
But you stood on still better ground.... jifstice j was it just that 
ou should receive plantation goods from England^ and that 
Inglartd should not receive them from you ? here if you do not 
find the law equal, you may make it so r for as' yet yOu are « 
fre^ parliament* 

I leave this part of the subject ; equality of diityv but no pre- 
sent Equality of tirade. I conie to that part of the adjustment 
which is inequality of both ;.«..and first, that ^art which relates 
to the primum of your manufactures. When the orij^inal pro- 
positions were argued^ gentlemen exclaimed, ** England re^ 
*^ serves her wool, and Ireland does not rcsetve her wopHen 
" yam,** it was answered, " Ireland may if she please.** Wta^ 



APPENDIX*. $S 

Mritl th6$e gentlemen hovr say, when England reserves both ;..•• 
the primum of her manufactures and of yours \ and not only 
WooIItn yam, but linen yam, hides, &c« ? To tell me that this 
exportation is beneficial to Ireland is to tell me nothing ; the 
question is not about stopping the export, but giving up the re^* 
gulation,iA instances where England retains the power of regula- 
tion, and the act of prohibition. To tell me that this exporca- 
tion is necessary for England is to tell mc nothing, but that you 
ficTe material to England, and therefore should have obtained at 
least equal terms» I own, to assist the manufactures of Great 
Britain as far as it is not absolutely inconsistent, with those of 
Ireland is to me an object ; but still the difference recurs : she 
is no^ content with voluntary accommodation on your part, but 
exacts perpetual export from you in the very article, in which 
she retains absolute prohibitioQ*««ftno new prohibition*«.»every 
prohibition beneficial to England was laid before..«»none in fa* 
Vour of Ireland. Ireland till 1 779 was a province, and every 
province is a victim ; your provincial state ceased, but before 
the provincial regulations were done away, this arrangement 
establishes a principle uti potsi(letis^ that is. Great Britain shall 
retain all her advantages, and Ireland shall retain all her disad* 
Vantages, fitit I leave this part of the adjustment where reci- 
|)i ocity is disclaimed in the outset of treaty and the rudiment 
of manufacture ; I come to instances of more striking inequali* 
ty, and first, your situation in the East* You are to give a mo* 
nopoly to the present or any future East* India company during 
its existence, and to the British nation for ever after. It has 
been said that the Irishman in this is in the same situation as 
the Englishman, but there is this difference, the difference be» 
tween having, and not having the trade ;. the British parliament 
has judged it most expedient for Great Britain to carry on her 
trade to the East, by an exclusive company ; the Irish parlia- 
tnent is now to determine it most expedient for Ireland to have 
Ho trade at all in those parts. This is not a surrender of the 
political rights of the constitution, but of the natural rights of 
man....not of the privileges of parliament, but of the rights of 
nfttions....not to sail beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Straits of Magellan, an awful interdict! Not only European 
settlements, but neutral countries excluded, and God^s provi- 
dence shut out in the most opulent boundaries of creation : other 
interdicts go to particular places for local reasons, because they 
belong to certain European states, but here are neutral regions 
forbidden, and a path prescribed to the Irishman on open sea. 
Other interdicts go to a determinate period of time, but here is 
an eternity of restraint ; you are to have no trade at all during 
the existence of any company , and no free trade to those coun* 
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tries after its expiration; this resembles rather a. jud|memo/ 
God than an act of the legislature, whether you measure it by 
immensity of space or infinity of duration^ and Jias nothing hu- 
man about it except its presumption. 

What you lose by this surrender, what you forfeit by giving 
op the possibility of intercourse with so great a proportiooofthe 
inhabited globe, I cannot presume to say; but this I can say^ 
that gentlemen have no right to argue from present want of a- 
pital against future trade, nor to give up their capacity to trade, 
because they have not yet brought that capacity into action; 
still less have they a right to do so without the shadow of com- 
pensation, and least of all on the affected compensation which, 
trifling with your understanding as well, as interest, suffen a 
ressel to go to the West, in its way to the East. I leave thi» 
uncompensated surrender....! leave your situation in the £ast 
tvhich is blanks... I leave your situation in the East which is the 
surrender of trade itself; and I come to your situation in the 
West which is a surrender of its freedom. You are to give a 
monopoly to the British plantations at theii* own taxes; before, 
you did so only in certain articles, with a power oi selection,' 
iuid then only as long as you pleased to conform to the condi? 
tion, and without any stipulation to etclude folt^igri produce. 
It may be very proper to exclude foreign produce by yoaf otrn 
temporary laws, and at your oti>'n free will and opticrn, but noir 
yOU are to covenant to do so for ever, and thereby you put the 
trade out of your own power for ever, and you give to tlhs Eng- 
ligh, West as well as East, all eternal monopoly for their plan* 
tation pi'oduce in the taxing and reg\ilating of which you have 
fio sort of deliberation or interferetice, and over i^hich Great 
Britain has a complete supremacy^ Here you will consider the 
advantage you receive from that monopoly^ and judge how far 
it may be expedient \ci set up agaitist youfselves th&t mono])oly 
for ever ; there is scarcely stn article of the British plantation, 
that is not out of all proportion deafer than the same article is 
in any other part of the globe, nor afiy other article that is not 
produced elsewhere, for some of which articles you might cstt- 
blish a mart for your manufactures* Portugal^ for instance, is 
capable of being a better market for our drapery. tha!n Great 
Britain ; this enormity of price is aggravated by an enOnnity of 
tax, what then is this covenant ? to take these articles from the 
British plantations, and from none others, at the present high 
rates and taxes, and to take them at all times to come, subject to' 
whatever farther rates and taxes the parliament of Great Britam 
shall enapt. Let me ask you, why did you refuse protecting 
duties to your own people ? because they looked like a mono- 
poly ; and will you give to the East India merchant, and the 
West India planter something more I a monopoly where w 
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"monopolist is in some degree the lawgiver. The principle of 
equal duty or the same restriction is not the shadow of security ; 
to make such a principle applicable, the objects niust be equal, 
but here the objects are not only dissimilar but opposite ; the 
condition of England is gfeat debt and greater capital, great in- 
cumbrance, but still greater abilities ; the condition of Ireland, 
little capital, but a smjjl debt, poverty, but exemption from in- 
tolerable taxes. Equal burthens will have opposite effects, they 
will fund the debt of one country and destroy the trade of ihe 
other ; high duties will take away your resource,* which is ex- 
emption from them, but will be a fund for Great Britain ; tlius 
the colony principle in its extept is dangerous to a very great 
degree. Suppose Great Britain should raise her colony dii- 
ties to a still greater degree, to answer the exigency of some 
future war, or tq fund her present debt, you must follow, for by 
this bill you would have tip option in foreign trade j yoii must 
follow, not because you wanted the tai^, but lest your exemption 
from taxes should ^ive your maniU'actures any comparative «^d- 
vantage. Irish taxes are to be precautions against the prospe- 
rity of Irish manufactures! you must follow, because your 
taxes here would be no longer measured by the wants of the 
country or the interest of her commerce, because we should 
have instituted a false measure of taxation ; the wants and the 
riches of another country, which exceeds you much iQ want?, 
but infinitely more in riches. I fear we should have done more, 
we should have made English jealousy the barometer bf Irish 
taxation. Suppose this country should in any degree establish 
a direct trade with the British plantations, suppose the appre- 
hensions of the British manufacturers in any degree realized, 
they may dictate yot^r duties, they may petition the British par- 
liament to raise certain duties, which shall not affect the articles 
of their intercourse, but may stop yours ; or which shall affect 
the articles^ of their intercourse a litde and annihilate yours ; 
thus they may by one and the same duty rjyse a revenue in 
England, and destroy a rival in Ireland. Camblets are an in- 
stance of the former, and every valuable plantation import an 
instance of the latter ; your option in foreign trade had been a 
restraint on England, or a resource to Ireland^ but under this 
adjustment you give up your fdVeign trade, and confine yourself 
to that, which you must not presume to regulatet The exclusion 
of foreign plantation produce would seem sutficient, for every 
purpose of power and'domination, but ^o ^ggr^vate^and it would 
seem, to insult, the independent states of North Anxeri<?a are 
most ungraciously brought into this arrangement^ as \{ X^'eland 
were a British colony, or North America continued a part of 
the British dominion; by the resolutions almost all the produce of 
Nprdr America was to be imported to Ireland, subject to Briiislv, 
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duties ; the bill is more moderate, and only enumerates certain 
articles ; but what right has (jreat Britain to interfere in our 
foreign trade, what right has she to dictate to us on the subject 
of North Atnerica trade i How far this country may be further 
affected by clogging her plantation trade and surrendering 
her free trade, I shall not for the present stop more minutelf to 
enquire, but I must stop to protest agaiost one circumstaucc 
in this arrangement, which should not accompany any anaage- 
ment, which would be fatal to settlement itself, axui tear asunder 
the bands of faith and affection ; the circumatance I mean, b 
the opening of the settlements of the colony trade, and free 
trade of 1779; this adjustment takes from you the power of 
chusing the article, so that the whole covenant hangs on the 
special circumstance, and takes from you your option in the 
produce of foreign plantations, and even of America* It is a 
revision in peace pf the setdements of war, it is a revocation in 
peace of the acquisition of war* I here ask by what authori^? 
By what authority is Ireland obliged now to enter into a general 
account for past acquisitions ? Did the petition of the manufactu- 
rers desire it? Did the addresses of the last session desire it? 
Did the minister in this session suggest it? No? I call for 
authority, whereby we can be justified in waving the benefit 
of past treaties^ and bringing the whole relative situation of this 
country into question in an arrangement which onh' professes to 
settle her channel trade ? I conceive the settlements of the lart 
war are sacred ; you may make other setdements with the British 
nation, but you will never make any so beneficial as these are{ 
they were the result of a conjuncture miraculously formed and 
fortunately seized. The American war was the Irish harvesti 
From that period, as from the lucky moment of your fate, your 
comm^'rce, constitution, and mind took form and vigour; snd 
to that period, and to a first and salient principle must they reciir 
for life and renovation. It is therefore I consider those settle- 
ments as sacred, and from them I am naturally led. to that part 
of the subject which relates to compensation, the paynient which 
we are to make for the losses which we are to suattiin i certainly 
compensation cannot apply to the free trade supposing it imia- 
vaded ; firsts because that trade was.^our right ; to pay ibr'thc 
recovery of what you should never have lost, had been to a^*^ 
degree unjust and derogatory: secotidly, because that free triidi^ 
was established in 1779, and the setdement then closed and 
cannot be opened now; to do so were to destroy the faiA 
of treaties, to make it idle to enter into the present setdemeatf 
and> to render it vain to enter into any settlement with the 
British minister. The same may be said of the colony trad^i 
that too was settled in 1779, on terms then specified, not now to 
be opened, clogged, conditioned or circumscribed : adJ^ ^ 
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does compeasatioB apply to the free conathntion o/ 1792* Mm 
majesty then inionncd you from the throne, *'*' these thinga come 
unaccompanied with any stipulation,'^ besides, the free constU 
tution like the free trade was your right. Free mmi won't f%f ] 

for the recovery of right; payment had dei'ogated from tht; 
claim of right ; so we then suted to ministry* It was then 
thoXight that to have annexed subsidy to constitulioo had been J 

a ban:en experiment on public poverty, and h^d n^inicd m | 

Illustrious experiment on the feelings of the xiation, and had , 

been neiiher satisfaction to Ireland, nor revenue to Gveat Britain. \ 

This bolder policy, this h^ppy strt, which saw bow mmh mtky . 

be got by tax, and how much must be left to hcmoiir^ whick I 

made a bold push for the heart of the nation, and leaving her | 

free to acquire, took a chance for her dispositicm t^.give« im^ 
its effect ; for since that time, until the present mo$t unfortunate 
attempt, a great bulk of the community were. <m the side ojf 
government, and the parliamentary constitution, was a guaran- 
tee for public peace. 

See then what you obtained without compensation, a colony 
trade, a free trade, the independency of your judges, the govern.- 
^ent of your army, the extension of the unconstitutional powers of 
your council, the restoration of the judicature of your lords, 
and the independency of your legislature ! 

See now what you obtain by compensation...4i covenant not 
to trade beyond the Cape of Good Hope and the Straits of 
Magellan ; a covenant not to take foreign plantation produce, 
but as the parliament of Great Britain shall permit; a covenant 
not to take British plantation produce, but a9 Great Britain shall 
prescribe ; a covenant to make such acts of navigation as Great 
Britain shall prescribe ; a covenant never to protect your own ma- 
nufactures, never to guard the primum of those manufactures ! 
These things are accompanied, I do acknowledge, with a cove^ 
fiant on the part of England to disarm your argument for 
protecting duties, to give the English language in the act of 
navigation the same construction in Ireland, and to leave our 
tinen markets without molestation or diminution. One should 
think some God presided over the liberties of this country, who 
made it frugality in the Irish nation to continue free, but has 
annexed the penalties of fine or infamy to the surrender of the 
constitution ! From this consideration of commerce, a question 
much more high, much more deep, the invaluable question of 
constitution arises, in which the idea of protecting duties, the idea 
of reciprocal duties, of countervailing duties, and all that detail 
vanish, and the energies of every heart, and the prudence of 
every head, afe called upon to shield this nation, that long 
depressed, and at length by domestic virtues, and foreign mis-« 
fortune emancipated, has now to defend her newly acquire^ 
ri|;hts^ and her justl^' i^c^uired reputation : the question is na 
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kwthan that, which three years ago a^tated, fired, and exalted 
the Irish nation, the independency of the Irish parliament! Bythis 
-bill we are to covenant that the parKament of Ireland shall sob- 
•cribe whatever laws the parliament of England shall prescribe, 
respecting your trade with the British plantations, your trade in 
'the produce of foreign plantations^ and part of your trade from 
At United States of North America. There is also, a sweeping 
^covenant or condition, whereby w? are to agree to subscribe 
•whatever laws the parliament of England shall prescribe respea- 
•ing tmvtgation ; the adjustment subjects also your reversionarF 
trade to the East to the same terms«««.over all these objects yoa 
«re to hMi9t ^ pfopounding, no deliberative, no negative, nole- 
gislattve power whatsoever/ Here thei\ is an end of your free trade 
and your fre^ constitution ! I acquit the people of England ; an ill- 
grounded jealousy for their trade seems aggravated by a well- 
founded alarm for your liberty ; unwilling to relinquish^ biH 
when relinquished, too magnanimous and too wise to resuxne 
abdicated tyranny j they feel in these propositions an honour- 
able solicitude for the freedom of Ireland, syid the good faith of 
Great Britain, and see the darling principles and passions of 
both countries wounded in an arrangement, which was to com- 
pose them for ever: to a proposal therefore so little warranted 
by the great body of the people of England, so little expected by 
the people of Ireland, so little suggested by the minister, ^nrfso 
involving to whatever is dear to your interest, honour, andiree- 
dom, I answer, no. I pkad past settlements, I insist on the 
faith of nations ; the objection should have been made when 
these settlements were making;, but now the logic of cmpirt 
comes too late; no accommodation, no deprecation on this 
subject ; assertion, national assertion, national re-assertion ? It 
three years after the recovery of your freedom, you bend, your 
children, corrupted by your example, will surrender ; but if 
you stand firm and inexorable, you make a seasonable impres- 
sion on the people of England, you give a wholesome example 
to your children, aflFord an awful instruction, to his majestj^s 
ministers, and make (as the Old English did in the case of their 
charter) the attempt on Irish liberty, its conformatipn and 
establishment ! 

However, lest certain glosses should seem to go unanswered, 
I shall, for the sake of argument, wave past settlements, and 
combat the reasoning of the English resolutions, the address 
and his majesty's answer, and the reasoning of this day. If '^ 
here said, that the laws respecting commerce and navigation 
shonld be similar, and inferred, that Ireland should subscribe 
the laws of England on those subjects, that is, the same law, the 
same legislature ; but this argument goes a great deal too far, it 
gpes to the arftiy, for the mutiny bill should be the same; it vfBS 
endeavoured to be extended to the collection of yoips revenue^, 
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I ^nd 19 in train to be extended to your taxes ; it goes to the ex- 

{ tinction of the most invaluable patt of your parliamentaxy capa* 

I city ; it is an union, an incipient and a creeping union ; a virtual 

union, establishing one will in the ^neral concerns of commerce 
and navigation, and reposing that will in the parliament of 
Great Britaui ; an union where our parliament preserves its 
existence after it has lost its authority, and our people are to 
pay for a parliamentary' establishment, without any proportion 
of parliamentary representation. In opposing the right ho- 
hourable gentleman^s bill^ I consider myself as opposing aa 
union in limne^ and that argument for union which makes simi- 
larity of law and community of interest (reaso^ strong for the 
freedom of Ireland} a pretence for a condition, which would be 
dissimilarity ot law, because extinction of cobstitution, and 
therefore hostility, not commuhity of interest; t ask cm what 
experience is this argument founded ^••MHave you ever since 
yotit redemption refused to preserve a similarity of law in tradx^ 
and navigation I Have you not followed Great Britain in all 
her changes in the act of navigation^ during ^e whole of that 
Unpalatablie business the American war ^ Have .}-ou not excluded 
the cheap produce oF other plantations, in order that Irish po* 
verty might give a monopoly to the dear produce of British oolo- 
nies ? Have you not made a better use of your liberty than Great 
Britain did bf her power? But I have an ot:[jection to this ai^gu- ^ 
ment, stronger even than its want of foundation, in reAson and 
experiment ; t hold it to be nothing less than an intolenince of 
the parliamentary constitution of Ireland, a declaration that' the 
full and free extern^ legislation of the Irish parliament is incom- 
patible with the British empire. I do acknowledge ^at by your 
external power, you might discompose the harmony of empire, 
and i add, that by your power over the purse you might dissohre 
the state ; but to the latter yoU owe your existence in^e constitu« 
tion, and to the former your authority and station in the empire $ 
this argument, therefore, rests the connection upon a new and 
a false principle^ goes directly against the root of parliament, 
and is not a difficulty to be accommodated, but an error to be 
Eradicated ; and if- any body of men can still think that the Irish 
constitution is incompatible with the British empire, doctrine 
which I abjure as sedition against the connection ; but if any 
body of men are justified in thinking, that the Irish constitution 
is incompatible with the British empire, perish the empire ! 
live the constitution ! Heduced by this false dileinma to take a - 
part, my second wish is the British empire, my first wish and 
bouncfen duty is the liber^ of Ireland ; but we are told this im- 

ferial power is not only necessary foi England, but safe for 
reland. What is the present question I What but the abuse 
of this very. power of regulating the trade of Ireland by the Bri- 
tish parliament excluding you, and including.herself by virtue 



J 



M ^ AP1>ENDIX- 

of the same words of the same act of navigation? Aniwiat 
was the promovent cause of this arrangement f What but the 
power you are going to surrender, the distinct and independent 
external authority of the Irish parliament, competent to ques- 
tion that misconstruction ? What is the remed)*' now proposed? 
the evil. Go back to the parliament of England ; I asi again, 
what were the difficuhies in the way pf your eleven proposi- 
tions i What but the jealousy of the British manufacturersoD 
the 8ut>jett of trade ? And li^iil you make them your parliament, 
txtd that too for ever, and that too on the subject of their jea- 
lousy, imd in the moment they displayed it.«.#Safe t I will sup- 
pose that jealousy realized, that you rival thend in some market 
abroad; and that they petition their parliament tp impose a regu- 
lation, which shall aifcct a tonnage which you have, and Great 
Britain has not ; how would you then feel your situation, M'lieo 
you shotdd be obliged to register all this ? And how would you 
feel your degradation^ when you should see your own mamhc- 
turers pass you by as a cipher in the constitution, and deprecate 
fheir ruin at the bar of a foreign pafliament..**Safe ! Whence 
the American war? Whence the Irish restrictions ? Whence 
die misconstruction of the act of navigation i Whence but from 
the evil of suffering bne country to regulate the trade and navi- 
gation of another, and of instituting, under the idea of general 
protectoress, a proud domitiation, which sacri&ces the interest 
of the whole to the ambition of a part, and arms the litde pas- 
sions of the monopolist with the sovereign potency of an impe- 
rial parliament ; for great nations when cursed with unnatural 
away follow but their nature when they invade ; and hivmsa 
wisdom has not better provided for human safety than by limit- 
ing the principles of human powcn The surrender of legisla- 
ture has been likened to cases that not unfrequendy take piacc 
between two equal nations covenanting to suspend ifl particular 
cases their respective legislative powers for mutual benefit; 
thus Great Britain and Portugal agree to suspend their legisla- 
tive power in favour of the wine of the one, and the woollen of 
the other ; but if Portugal had gone farther, and agreed to sub- 
scribe the laws of England, this covenant had not been a trcat/f 
but conquest ; so Great Britain and Ireland may covenant, not 
to raise high duties on each other's manufactures ; but if Ire- 
land goes ferther, and covenants to subscribe British laif, this n 
not a mutual suspension of the exercise of legislatitre power, but 
a transfer of the power itself from one country to another, ^^ 
be exercised by another hand ; such covenant is not reciprocity 
of trade, it is a surrender of the government of your trade, in^' 
quality of trade, and inequality of constitution. I speak how- 
ever as if such transfer could take place, but in fact it coyW ^^^j 
any arrangement so covenanting is a ^ mere nullity; it cou^ 
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not. bind you, still less could it bind your successors ; for a tndn 
is not omnipotent over himself^ neither are your parliaments 
omnipotent over themselves, to accomplish their own destruc- 
tion, and propagate death to their successors { there is in these 
cases a superior relationship to our respective creators«.4*God*..* 
the community, which in the instance of the individual, arrests 
the hand of suicide, and in that of the political body, stops^ the 
act of surrender, and makes man the means of propagation, and 
parliament the organ to continue liberty, not the engine to de« 
stroy it. However, diough the surrender be void, there are 
two ways of attempting it, one by a surrender in form, the other 
by a surrender in substance; appointing another parliament 
your substitute and consenting to be its register or stamp, by 
virtue of which to introduce the law and edict of another land ;. 

' to clothe with the forms of your law foreign deliberations, and 
to preside over the disgraceful ceremony of your own abdicated 
authority ; both methods are equally surrenders, and both are 
wholly voidk I speak on principle, the principle on which you 

« stand».«.your creation. We, the limited trustees of the delegated 
power, born for a particular purpose, limited to a particular 
time, and bearing an inviolable relationship to the people, who 
sent us to parliament, cannot break that relationship, counteract 
that purpose, surrender, diminish, or derogate from those pri- 
vileges we breathe but to preserve. Could the parliament of 
England covenant to subscribe your laws f Could she covenant 
that young Ireland should command, and Old England should 
obey ? If such a proposal to England were mockery to Ireland, 
it cannot be constitution. I rest on authority as well as princi- 
ple, the authority on which the revolution rests. Mr. Locke, 
who in his chapter on the abolition of government, says, that 
the transfer of legislative power is the abolition of the state, 
not a transfer. Thus I may congratulate this house and my- 
self, that it is one of the blessings of the British constitution, 
that it cannot perish of a rapid mortality, nor die in a day, like 
the men who should protect her j any act that would destroy the 
liberty of the people, is dead-bom from the womb ; men may 
put down the public cause for a season, but another year would 
see old constitution advance the honours of his head, and the 
good institution of parliament shaking off the tomb to reascend 
in ail its pomp and pride, and plenitude and privilege ! 

Sir, I have stated these propositions and the bill as a mere 
transfer of external legislative authority to the parliament of 
Great Britain, but I have understated their mischief: they go 
to taxation, taxes on the trade with the British plantations, taxes 
on the produce of foreign plantations, taxes on some of the pro- 
duce of tlie United States of North America ; they go to port 
duties, such as Great Britain laid, on America! the mode is 
Yoio III. ii 
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Taried, but the principle is the same. Here Great Britain takes 
the stamp of the Irish parliament ; Great Britain is to prescribe 
and Ireland is to obey ! We anticipate the. rape by previous 
surrender, and throw into the scale our honour as well as our 
liberty. Do not imagine that all these resolutions are mere 
acts of regulation ; they are solid substantial revenue, great part 
of your additional duty. I allow the bill excepts rum and to.- 
bacco ; but the principle is retained, and the operation of it only 
kept back. I have stated that Great Britain may by these pro* 
positions crush your cmnpaerce, but shall be told that the com- 
mercial jealousy of Great -Britain is at an end. But are her . 
wants at an end? Are her wishes for Irish subsidy at an 
end i No ; and may be gratified by laying colony duties on 
herself, and so raising on Ireland an imperial revenue to be 
subscribed by our parliament, without the consent of our 
parliament, and in despite of our people. Or if a minister 
should please to turn himself to a general excise, if wishing to 
relieve from the weight of further additional duties the heredi- 
tary revenue now alienated, if wishing to relieve the alarms o| 
the English manufacturers, who complain of our exemptioa 
from excises, particularly on soap, candles, and leather; he 
should proceed on those already registered articles of taxation, 
he might tax you by threats, suggesting, that if you refuse to 
raise an excise on yourself, England will raise colony duties on 
both. See what a mighty instrument-of coercion this bill and 
these resolutions are. Stir, and the minister can crush you in 
the name of Great Britain ; he can crush your imports ; he can 
erush your exports ; he can do this in a manner peculiarly gra- 
tifying, by virtue of a clause in a British act of parliament that 
would seem to impose the same restrictions on Great Britain ; 
he can do this in a manner still more offensive by the immediate 
means of your own parliament, who would be then an active 
cipher, and notorious stamp in the hands of Great Britain, to 
forge and falsify the name and authority of the people of Ire- 
land. I have considered your situation under these proposi- 
tions with respect to Great Britain : see what would be your 
situation with respect to the crown I You would have granted 
to the king a perpetual money bill, or a money bill to continue 
as long as the parliament of Great Britain shsiU please, with a 
covenant to increase it as often as the British parliament shall 
please. By the resolutions a great part of the additional duty 
would have been so granted ; the trade of the country is made 
dependant on the parliament of Great Britain, and the crown 
is made less dependant on the parliament of Ireland, and a code 
of prerogative added to a code of empire. If the merchant 
after this should petition you to lower your duties on the arti- 
cles of tta<}e, your answer, " trade is in covenant." If your con- 
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stituents should instruct yon to limit the bill of supply, or pass a 
short money bill, your anawer, ^^ the purse of the nation like her 
^^ tr^de is in covenant*" No more of six months money biUs ; 
no more of instructions from constituents ; that connection is 
broken by this bill ; pass this, you have no constituents, you 
are not the representative of the people of Ireland, but the re* 
gister of the British parliament, and the equalizer of British 
duties ! 

In order to complete this chain of power, one link (I do ac« 
knowledge) was wanting, a perpetual revenue bill, or a cove- 
nant from time to time to renew the bill for the collection there* 
of. The twentieth resolution, and this bill founded upon it, 
attain that object* Sir, this house rests on three pillars ; your 
power over the annual mutiny bill ; your power over the annual 
additional duties ; your power over the collection of the reve*' 
nue* The latter power is of great consequence, because a great 
part of our revenues are gpranted for ever* Your ancestors 
were slaves ; and for their estates, that is, for the act of setde- 
' ment granted the hereditary revenue, and from that moment 
ceased to be a parliament ; nor was it till many years after that 
parliament revived ; but it revived as you under this bill would 
continue ; without parliamentary power ; every evil measure 
derived argument, energy and essence from this unconstitu* 
tional fund* If a country gentleman complained of the expences 
of, the crown, he was told a frugal government could go on 
without a parliament, and that we held our^existence, by with^ 
holding the discharge of our duty* However, though the funds 
were granted for ever, the provision for the collection was ina^ 
dequate ; the smuggler learned to evade the penalties, and par- 
liament, though not necessary for granting the hereditary re- 
venue, became necessary for its collection* Here then we rest 
on three pillars, the annual mutiny bill, the annual additional 
supply, and the annual collection of the revenue* If you re* 
move all these, this fabric falls ; remove any one of them, and 
it totters ; for it is not the mace, nor the chain, nor this dome, 
but the deliberate voice resident therein that constitutes the es- 
sence of parliament* Clog your deliberations, and you are no 
longer a parliament, with a thousand gaudy surviving circum* 
stances of show and authority* 

Contemplate for a moment the powers this bill presumes to 
perpetuate; a perpetual repeal of trial by jury; a perpetual re«> 
peal of the great charter ; a perpetual writ of assistance ; a per^ 
petual felony to strike an exciseman ! 

The late Chief Baron Burgh, speaking of the revenue bill, ex- 
claimed, ^* you give to the dipping rule, what you should deny 
to the sceptre*" All the unconstitutional powers of the excise 
we are to perpetuate, the constitutional powers of parliament 
ire ^e to abdicate* Can we do all this i Can we majte these 



66 APPENDIX. 

bulky surrenders. In diminution of the power, in derogatioD of 
the pride of parliament, and in violation of those eternal relati- 
onships, which the body that represents should bear to the com- 
munity which constitutes ? 

The pretence given for this unconstitutional idea is weak 
indeed 4 that as die benefits are permanent, so should be die 
compensation* But trade laws are to follow their nature, re- 
venue laws to follow theirs. On the permanent nature of com- 
mercial advantages depends the faith of trade, on the limited 
nature of revenue laws depends the existence of parliament; 
but the error of the argument arises from the vice of dealing. 
It is a market for a constitution; and a logic applicable to bar- 
ter only, is applied to freedom. To qualify this dereliction of 
every principle and power, the surrender is made constitutional; 
that is, the British market for the Irish constitution, the sha- 
dow of a market for the substance of a constitution ! You are to 
reserve an option, trade or liberty ; if you mean to come to the 
British market, you must pass under the British yoke* I object 
to this principle in every shape, whether you are, as the resolu- 
tion was first worded, directly to transfer legislative power to the 
British parliament ; whether, as it was afterwards altered, you 
are to covenant to subscribe her acts ; or whether, as it is now 
softened, you are to take the chance of the British market, so 
long as you wave the blessings of the British constitution.- 
terms dishonourable, derogatory, incapable of forming the foun- 
dation of any fair and friendly settlement, injurious to tlie poli- 
tical morality of the nation ; I Would not harbour a slavish 
principle, nor give it the hospitality of a night's lodging in a 
land of liberty ! Slavery is like any other vice : tolerate and 
you embrace ; you should guard your constitution by settled 
maxims of honour, as well as wholesome rules of law ; and one 
maxim should be, never to tolerate a condition, which trenches 
on the privileges of parliament, or derogates from the pride of 
the island. Liberal in matters of revenue, practicable in mat- 
ters of commerce ; on these subjects I would be inexorable; w 
the genius of Old England came to that bar, with the British 
constitution in one hand, and in the other an offer of all that 
England retains, or all that she has lost of commerce, I should 
turn my back on the latter, and pay my obedience to the bless- 
* ings of her constitution ; for that constitution will give you com' 
nierce, and it was the loss of that constitution, that deprived 
you of commerce. Why are you not now a woollen countiy- 
because another country regulated your trade. Why are you not 
now' a country of re-export? because another country regulated 
your navigation. I oppose the original terms as slavish, and I 
oppose the conditional clause as an artful way of introducing 
slavery, of soothing a high-spirited nation into a submission bj 
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the ighoxhihious delusion that she may shake off the yoke whea 
she pleases, and once more become a free people. The direct 
unconstitutional proposition could not have been listened to, and 
therefore resort is had to the only possible chance of destroying 
the liberty of the people, by holding up the bright reversion of 
the British constitution, and the speculation of future liberty, as 
a consolation for the present submission. But would any gen- 
tleman here wear a livery to-night, because he might lay it aside 
in the morning ? or would this house substitute another, because 
next year it might resuipe its authority, and once more become 
the parliament of Ireland. I do not believe we should get the 
British, but I do not want to make an experiment on the Bri- 
tish market, by making an experiment likewise on the constitu- 
tion and spirit of the people of Ireland. But do not imagine if 
you shall yield for a year, you will get so easily clear of this in- 
glorious experiment ; if this is not the British market, why ac- 
cept the adjustment? and if it is, the benefit thereof may take 
away your deliberative voice. You will be bribed out of your 
constitution by your commerce ; there are two ways of tsJcing 
away free will, the one by direct compulsion, the other by esta- 
blishing a prsepollent motive. Thus a servant of the crown 
may lose his free will, when he is to give his vote at the hazard 
of his office ; and thus a parliament would lose its free will, if 
jt acted under a conviction, that it exercised its deliberative 
function at the risk of its commerce. No one question would 
stand upon its own legs, but each question would involve every 
consideration of trade, and indeed the whole relative situation 
of the two countries. And I beseech you to consider that si- 
tuation, and contemplate the powers of your own country, be- 
fore you agree to surrender them. Recollect that you have 
now a right to trade with the British plantations, in certain ar- 
ticles, without reference to British duties ; that you have a right 
to trade with the British plantations in every other article, sub- 
ject to the British duties ; that you have a right to get clear of 
each and every other part of that bargain ; that you have a right 
to take the produce of foreign plantations, subject to your own 
unstipulated duties ; that you have a right to carry on a free 
and unqualified trade with the United States of North Ameri- 
ca ; that you have a right to carry on an experimental trade in 
countries contiguous to which Great Britain has established her 
monopolies, the power of trade this, and an instrument of powpr, 
and station, and authority in the British empire ! Consider that 
you have likewise a right to the exclusive supply of your own 
market, and to the exclusive of the rudiment of your manufac- 
tures ; that you have an absolute dominion over the public purse 
and over the collection of the revenue. If you ask me how 
you shall use these powers, I say for Ireland with due regard 
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to the British nation, let them be governed by the spirit of cob* 
cord, and with fidelity to the connection ; but when the mover 
of the bill asks me to surrender those powers, I am astonished 
ftt him. I have neither ears, nor eyes, nor functions to make 
soch a sacrifice. What ! that free trade, for wHich we exerted 
every nerve in 1779; that free constitution, for which we 
l^edged life and fortune in 1782 ! Our lives are at the service 
of the empire ; but our liberties ! no««.«we received them from 
our Father, which is in Heaven, and we will hand them down 
to our children. But if gendemen can entertain a doubt of the 
mischief of these propositions, are they convinced of their safe- 
ty i the safety of giving up the government of your trade i 
No ! the mischief is prominent, but the advantage is of a most 
enigmatical nature. Have gentlemen considered the subject, 
have they traced over the map of the countries, the power or 
freedom of trading with whom they are to surrender for ever? 
Have they traced the map of Asia, Africa, and America? Do 
they know the French, Dutch, Portuguese, and Spanish settle- 
ments i Do they know the neutral powers of those countries, 
their produce, aptitudes, and dispositions i Have they consider- 
ed the 9tate of North America i its present state, future growth, 
and every opportunity in the endless succession of time attend- 
ing that nurse of commerce and asylum of mankind i Are they 
DOW competent to declare on the part of themselves and all their 
posterity, that a free trade to those regions will never in the 
influx of time be of any service to the kingdom of Ireland i If 
they have information on this subject, it must be by a commu- 
nication with God, for they have none with man : it must be 
inspiration, for it cannot be knowledge. In such circumstances 
to subscribe this agreement, without knowledge, without even 
the affectation of knowledge, when Great Britain with all her 
experience and every means of information from East Indies, 
West Indies, America, and with the official knowledge at her 
feet, has taken six months to deliberate, and has now produced 
twenty resolutions with an history to each, amounting to a code 
of empire, not a system of commerce : I say in such circum- 
stances for. Ireland to subscribe this agreement, would be infa- 
tuation, an infatuation to which the nation could not be a party, 
but would appear to be concluded, indeed huddled with all her 
posterity into a fallacious arrangement, by the influence of the 
crown, without the deliberation of parliament, or the consent of 
the people ! This would appear the more inexcusable, because 
we are not driven to it ; adjustment is not indispensible ; the 
great points have been carried ! An inferior quesdon about the 
home market has been started, and a commercial fever artifi- 
cially raised, butVhile the great points remain undisturbed, the 
nations cannot be committed^ the manufacturers applied for 
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protecting duties, and have fuled ; the minister offered a sys- 
tem of reciprocity, and succeeded in Ireland, but has failed in 
England ; he makes you another offer inconsistent with the 
former, which offer the English do not support, and the Irish 
deprecate. We can go on, we have a growing prosperity, and 
as yet an exemption from intolerable taxes ; we can from time 
to time regulate our own commerce, cherish our manufactures^ 
keep down our taxes, and bring on our people, and brood over 
the growing prosperity of young Ireland. In the mean time we 
will guard our fi4e trade and free constitution sis our only real 
resources ; they wcane the struggles of great virtue, the resuk 
of much perseverance, and our broad base of public action ! 
We should recollect that this house may now, with peculiar pro* 
priety, interpose. Because you did with great zeal and success, 
on this very subject of trade, bring on the people, and you did 
with great prudence and moderation, on another occasion, check 
a certain description of the people. Thus mediating between 
extremes, you will preserve this island long, and preserve her 
with a certain degree of renown. Thus faithful to the constitu« 
tion of the country, you will command and insure her tranquil- 
lity, for our best authority with the people is, protection afibnled 
against the ministers of the crown. It is not public clamour, 
.but public injury, that should alarm you ; your high ground of 
expostulation with your fellow subjects has been your services j 
the free trade you have given the merchant, and the free constt« 
tution you have given the island ! Make your third great effort^ 
preserve them, and with them preserve unaltered your tywn 
calm sense of public right, the dignity of the parliament, the 
majesty of the people, and the powers of the island ! Keep 
them unsullied, uncovenanted, uncircumscribed, and unstipen« 
diary ! These paths are the paths to glory ; and let me add, 
these ways are the ways of peace : so shall the prosperity of 
your country, though without a tongue to thank you, yet laden 
with the blessings of constitution and of commerce, bear attes- 
tation to your services, and wsut on your progress with invo- 
luntary praise ! 
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TR£ RESOtCTlOMS Ot tHE IRISH HOUSE OT COMMONS KELAT* 
ING TO THE TREATY OF NAVIGATIOH AND COMMERCE WITH 
THE FRENCH KING....P. 160« 

1. RESOLVED, That it appears to this committee to be 
expedient, that all articles of the growth, produce, or roanufac* 
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ture of the Europeaa dominions of the French King, which dre 
not specified in the sixth article of the treaty of navigation and 
comnierca between his Britannic Majesty and the most Chris- 
tian King, signed at Versailles the 26th of September, 1786, 
shall be imported into this kingdom on payment of duties as 
low as any, which shall be payable on the importation of the 
like articles from any other European nation* 

2. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dlient, that the duty to. be paid on wines imported directly from 
France into Ireland shall be no higher than those duties which 
they now pay. 

3. Resolved, That it appears to this committee, that the duty 
hereafter to be paid upon beer, the produce or manufacture of 
the European dominions of the French King, imported into this 
kingdom, shall be at the rate of 30/. per centum ad valorem* 

4I Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for all cabinet work and 
turnery, and for all instruments of music, being of the manu- 
facture of the European dominions of the French King, im- 
ported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate of lOA per centum 
ad valorem. 

5. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compos- 
ed of iron or steel separately or mixed, or worked or mounted 
with other substances, such articles being of the manufacture 
of the European dominions of the French King, and not ex- 
ceeding in their value 50*» British, or 54*. 2^. Irish currency, 
by the hundred weight, imported into this kingdom, shall be at 
the rate of sLper centum ad valorem* 

6. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for all articles compos- 
ed of iron or steel separately or mixed, or worked or mounted 
with other substances, and exceeding in their value SOs. Bri- 
tish, or 54«« 2^. Irish currency, by the hundred weight ; and for 
all buttons, buckles, knives or scissars, and for all other articles 
of hardware or cutlery, and for all articles composed of copper 
and brass separately or mixed, or worked or mounted with 
other substances, such articles being of the manufacture of 
the European dominions of the French King, imported into 
this kingdom, shall be at the rate of 10/. per centum ad va- 
lorem. 

7. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all sorts of cottons 
and woollens, whether knit or woven, including hosiery, the 
product or manufacture of the European dominions of the 
Frepch King, imported into this kingdom, shall be. at the rate 
of 12l.per ce?itum ad valorem. 
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6* Resolved^ That it appears to th'is committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all linens made q£ 
flax or hemp, of the manufacture of the European dominions of 
the French King, imported into this kingdom, shall be no higher 
than the duty which linens, the manufacture of Holland, im- 
ported into this kingdom, now pay. 

9* Resolved, That it appears to this conunittee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid for cambrics and lawns, 
being of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French king, imported into this kingdom, shall be for every 
demi piece of cambric, and for every demi piece of lawn, not 
exceeding seven yards and three quarters of a yard English 
measure in length, and not being above the value of 50s» Bri- 
tish, or 54j. 2d* Irish currency, respectively 5s* Sd. and so in 
proportion for any greater length ; and that the duty for any 
cambric imported in demi pieces exceetiing seven-eighths of a 
vard English measure in breadth, and for any lawn imported 
m pieces, exceeding one yard and a quarter English measure 
in breadth, and being above the value of 50f • British, or 54«. 2d. 
Irish currency, respectively, shall be 10/* per centum ad valo* 
rem. 

10. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe* 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all saddler}', of 
the manufacture of the European dominons of the French king, 
imported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate of 15^ per cerim 
turn ad valorem* 

11* Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon gauzes of all sorts* 
of the manufacture of the European dominions of the French 
king, imported into this* kingdom, shall be at the rate of 15/. 
per centum ad valorem* 

12. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty herealTter to be paid upon the importation 
into. this kingdom of millinery made up of muslin, lawn, cam- 
bric or gauze of any kind, or of any other article specified in 
the sixth article of the said treaty of navigation and commerce, 
of the manufacture of the European dominions of the French 
king, shall be at the rate of 12L per centum ad valorem; and 
that if any article not so specified, and which may be legally 
imported idto this kingdom, shall be used in such millinery, 
such articles shall pay duties as if separately imported into this 
kingdom. 

13. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all porcelains, 
earthen-ware and pottery of the manufacture of ths European 

vol.. III. z 
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dominions of the French king, imported into this kingdanri^ 
shall be at the rate of 12/, per centum ad valorem* 

14. Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that the duty hereafter to be paid upon all glass and glass^ 
ware of the manufacture of the European dominions of the 
French king, imported into this kingdom, shall be at the rate 
of I2A per centum ad valorem* 

15* Resolved, That it appears to this committee to be expe- 
dient, that beer being of the manufacture of the European do- 
minions of the French king, imported into this kingdom, shaA 
pay, over and above the duty to be paid on the importation 
thereof, a further duty sufficient to countervail the internal duty 
actually paid on beer brewed in Ireland* 



No. LXXVIII 



HR« GRATTAN^S SPEECH UPON TITHES*.*..]^, frf. 



MR. GR ATTAN-...The people in the south have griev-' 
ances, and one of their principal grievances is tithe ; do not taker 
it on my authority, go into a committee.' It has been said in 
defence of clerical exactions, that though sometimes exorbitant, 
they have never been illegal. I deny it ; and will produce 

Eroof at your bar, that exactions in some of the disturbed parts 
ave been not exorbitant only, but illegal likewise. I will prove 
that, in many instances, tithe has been demanded, and paid for 
turf; that tithe of turf has been assessed at one or two shillings 
a house like hearth-money ; and in addition to hearth-money, 
with this difference, that in the case- of hearth-money, there is 
an exemption for the poor of a certain description ; but here it 
is the poor of the poorest order, that is the most resisdess peo- 
ple, who pay. I will prove to you, that men have been excom- 
municated by a most illegal sentence, for refusing to pay tithe 
pf turf. I have two decrees in my hand from the Vicarial 
Court of Cloyne ; the first excommunicating one man, the se- 
cond excommunicating four men most illegally, most arbitra- 
rily, for refusing to pay tithe of turf: nor has tithe of turf, with^ 
out pretence of law or custom been a practice only ; but in some 
part of the south, it has been a formed exaction with its own 
distinct and facetious appellation, the familiar denomination of 
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smoke-money, A right to tithe of turf has been usurped agamst 
law, and a legislative power of commutation has been exercised, 
I suppose for familiarity of appellation and facility of collec- 
tion. 

I am ready, if the house will go into the enquiry, to name the 
men, the parish, and all the circumstances. , 

I understand that in some cases this demand has ceased ; 
that is, it has been interrupted by the terror of resistance ; not 
. by a respect for the law (a sad encouragement this to disturb- 
ance) but even in some of these cases the claim has been pre- 
served, though the attempt has been deterred, and to an endea- 
vour to preserve this claim, and to insert it in the body of the 
agreement with the parish, are we to attribute in some places^ 
I understand, the defeat of composition and of concord. 

It has been urged, the law would relieve in the case of de- 
mand for tithe of turf; but you have admitted the poverty of 
the peasant, and you cannot deny the expenoe of litigation. Sir, 
the law has been applied, and has not relieved. 

I have authority from a person, now a most eminent judge, 
and some years ago a most distinguished lawyer, to affirm to 
this house, that he in the course of his profession, 'did repeated- 
ly take exceptions to libels nn the Spiritual Court for tithe of 
turf, and that they were uniformly over-ruled ; and I have the 
same authority to affirm to you, that the Spiritual Courts do 
maintain a right to tithe of turf, and that in so doing, they have 
acted, and do act in gross violation of the law. 

I am informed that tithe has been demanded for furze spent 
on the premises ; and therefore, in circumstances not subject 
to tithe, a demand oppressive to die poor, and repugnant to the 
law. 

Under this head the allegation is, that in some of the dis- 
turbed parishes of the south, tithe has been demanded and paid 
without custom, and against law ; and that the ecclesiastical 
courts have allowed such demands against law ; and this will be 
verified on oath. 

The exactions of the tithe-proctor are another instance of il- 
legality ; he gets, he exacts, he extorts from the parishioners, in 
some of the disturbed parishes one, frequently two shillings in 
the pound. The clergyman's agent is then paid by the parish, 
and paid extravagantly. The landlord's agent is not paid in 
this manner, your tenants do not pay your agent ten per cent, 
or five per cent, or any per centage at all. What right has the 
clergyman to throw his agent on his parish ? As well might he 
make them pay the wages of his butler, or his footman, or his 
coachman, or his postillion, or his cobk. 

This demand, palpably illegal, must have commenced in bri- 
bery ; an illegal perquisite growing out of the abuse of power ; 
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ft bribe for mercy : as if the tithe-proctor were the natural pasto- 
ral-protector of the poverty of the peasant, against the possible 
oppressions of the Law, and the exactions of the gospel. He 
was supposed to take less than his employer would exact, or the 
law would allow ; «nd was bribed by the sweat of the poor for 
his perfidy and mercy* This original bribe has now become a 
elated perquisite ; and, instead of being payment for modera- 
tion, it is now a per centage on rapacity* 1 he more he extorts 
for the parson, the more he shall get for himself* 

Are there any decent clergymen who will defend such a prac- 
tice ? WUl they allow that the men they employ are ruffians, 
who would cheat, the parson, if they did not plunder the poor ; 
and that the clerical remedy against connivance, is to make the 
poor pay a premium for the encrease of that plunder and exac- 
tion, of which they themselves are the objects ? 

1 excuse the tithe-proctor ; the law is in fault which gives 
great and summary powers to the indefinite claims of the church, 
and suiFers both to be vested in the hands, not only of the par- 
son, but of a wretch who follows his own nature, when he con- 
verts authority into corruption, and law into peculation* 

I have seen a catalogue of some of their charges ; so muck|br 
potatoes ; so much for wheat ; so nuic}i for oats ; so much for 
hay....all exorbitant : and after a long list of unconscionable de- 
mands for the parson, comes in a peculation for the proctor: 
two shillings in the pound for proctoragc ; that is, for making a 
charge, for whose excess and extravagance the proctor ought 
not to jiave been paid, but punished* 

Thus peculation has now become a law ; the proctor's fees, 
paid at first, for a low valuation, are now in some cases added 
to a full one ; and the parish is obliged to pay ten per cent 
to the proctor, for the privilege of paying the full tithe to the 
p:.rson. 

Lnder this head the allegation is, that the tithe-proctors in 
certain parishes of the south, do ask and extort from the poor 
parishioners one or two shillings in the pound under the descrip- 
tion of proctorage ; a fee at once illegal and oppressive ; and 
this they are ready to verify at your bar. 

It has been said, that an equity has been always observed in 
favour of the tiller of the soil* This, I understand, will be con- 
troverted, and it will be proved, that in some of the disturbed 
parishes, the demands of the following articles will be found to 

f)ay tithe : wheat, potatoes, barley, beer, r) e, flax, hemp, sheep, 
ambs, milch-cows, turf, pigs, apples, peaches, bees, cabbage, 
oziers ; in some, oblations, Easter-ofFerings, burial money* 

I understand that ever}' thing, of any consequence, which is 
tithed in any part of Ireland, is tithed in Munster ; that pota- 
toes, which are tithed in no other part of Ireland, are tithed 
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here ; and that each article ia, in most of the disturbed parts, 
tithed higher than in any other part of Ireland. 

I understand that it will appear, that in some parts of Kerr}% 
they tithe potatoes 1/. wheat 16j. barley 13s. oats 12«. hay 2tf. 

In Kerry they do not measure by the acre, but the spade. 
They reckon, as I am informed, the breadth of their potatoe- 
ridge, or trench, to be an Irish perch, or ten feet and an half, 
the length therefore when 320 perches make an acre, they mea- 
sure by the spade length, which is five feet and a hali long ; 
twenty of these Irish spades they suppose to contain eighteen 
stone of potatoes, or what they call two Kerry pecks ; and as 
there are litde more than 61 score spades in the bed of 320 
perches, that is, in an acre, the whole quantity of potatoes is 
valued at 1100, or 122 Kerry pecks, which averages at twenty- 
pence the peck, that is 20s. the acre for tithe of potatoes* 

In a parish in the county of Cork, I understand, the follow- 
ing demand was made and paid. 

Wheat 8«« the £nglish acre ; barley the same ; meadow 4^. 
oats 49. potatoes 12ff. proctor's fees 2s. 2d. in the pound, and 
this not for one year, but a succession. This, when valued by 
the Irish acre, is for wheat 13s. barley 13s. meadow 6s. ^. oats 
6s. 6d. potatoes 19^. 

1 his will better appear, by stating to you some of the proc- 
tor's bills for a series of years, which I understand will be proved 
at your bar. 

In the year 1782. L s. d. 

For 113 English acres of meadow 

16 ditto barley ... 

8 ditto oats - • • . 
2 ditto potatoes ... 
2s. proctorage • « 

In the year 1783. 

For 92 English acres of meadow 

18 ditto oats . • ^ . 
4 ditto potatoes ... 
2s. in the pound proctorage 

Valuation for 1 784. 

74 acres of meadow - * « 

9 ditto second crop potatoes 

For 1785. 

8 acres barley second crop 
1 ditto potatoes second crop 
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For 1786. L s. d. 

3 acres and half potatoes and flax 2 2 

2 ditto barley - - - O 16 O 

7 ditto meadow - - - 110 

10 cows - - - - O 3 4 

You will observe that these are all the English acre, and 
make the acreable ratages about what I have stated, in round 
numbers. 

I have also to produce several affidavits of diiTerent people, 
(peasants I suppose they are) from the county of Cork. The 
brief of which affidavits I will now state to you : they depose, 
that a charge was made of ten shillings (English acre I am in* 
formed) for wheat, and ten for potatoes, of the worst kind. 

That a charge was made of twenty shillings for an acre and 
half of barley, and that the crop was a bad one. 

That a charge was made and exacted, of fifteen shillings for 
half an English acre of wheat, and half an acre of oats. 

They prove that the tithe has encreased of late, in some parts, 
from 5 to 8 or 10 shillings the English acre for potatoes ; from 
4 to 8 or 10 shillings for wheat ; and for barley, oats, and hay, 
in a similar proportion. 

They pro\^e that the charges in the ecclesiastical courts have 
swelled to ten times the original sum. 

They prove that the tithe demanded in 1786, in some in- 
stances exceeded the rack-rent of the land ; they prove that it 
is a practice to charge for more acres than the peasant has in 
tillage ; and they produce the charge of the proctor, and the re- 
turn of the surveyor ; they prove that the prices charged in some 
instances in 1786, exceeded the value of the tithe. 

They prove an unchristian and uncharitable exaction. What 
credit is to be given to these affidavits, you will be the best 
judge when you go into the committee ; but this I think, even 
on the statement you can decide, that these peasants have been 
oppressed by tithe, and however fondly and partially these men 
may state their own case, yet it appears that they have a case 
which you ought to consider, and that there has not been that 
moderation on the part of parson and proctor, as by the former 
is so confidently alleged. 

I understand in the course of your enquiri^ it will appear, that 
a living has been lately and rapidly raist^d fram 60/. to 300/. by 
the new incumbent ; that a farm from 12/* a year tithe, has been 
raised to 60/, ; that a living in these disturbed parts from 130/. 
has been in the same manner and expedition raised to 340/. ; 
that another living in these disturbed parts, in the same mannt:r, 
has been raised from 300/. to 1000/. 
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t understand it will appear to you, that 14/. have been de- 
manded and paid for 11 acres, the rent of which was only WL 
lis. ; that flal has been in some of those disturbed parts rated 
exorbitantly ; that rape has been rated at one guinea an acre > 
nay one return goes so far as to say, 16/; were demanded for 
four acres of rape. These particulars you will judge of, when 
you open your committee, how far they may be exaggerations, 
liow far they may be grievances, afier every allowance for san* 
guine statement on the part of the husbandman. 

But there ;u*e some returns, which cannot be exaggerations, 
and which are exorbitant : they are the rc^tums of the proper 
officer appointed by the Court of Chancery, to try petitions un^ 
der the compensation act. 



From Limerick there are five ; one is 



Plax . 

Potatoes 
Wheat 
Barley 
Oats - 



from 1&«« to Of. 
a — 10 
6 — 
6 — 
4 — 5 



Meadow from 2^^ 3^/. to 3j. 



Sheep - O 

Lambs • O 

Cows • O 

Receivers fees 2 



4 — O 
3 ~ O 
2 — O 
2 — O 



Proved to have been constantly paid. 



November 5th, 1787.... Average valuation allowed. 



Flax 

Potatoes 

Rye 



Oats 

Meadow 



12^. Od. 
10 
6 O 

Cows, 4d. each. 




October 31st, 1787.... Average valuation allowed. 



Potatoes 
Wheat 



\0a.0d. 
,10 



Oats 
Meadow 



3 O J p 



Cows, 3^. each. 



December 19th, 1787...«Average valuation allowed. 



Wheat 

Potatoes 

Barley 



Oats 
Meadow 



4*. 6flr.l "% 
2 6 !► S 



9^. Od. 
-80 
7 6 

Sheep, 4J. Cows, 2^. each. 

October 18th, 1787.... Valuation per report made to the Lord 

Chancellor. 

Potatoes 

Plax 

Rape « •* 

Wheat 



12^.0^. 


Barley 


10«. 0^. 


12 


Oats 


6 


12 


Meadow 


6 


10 







•T3 

P 

o 



Cf>ws, 3^. Sheep and Lambs toother, 3^/1 
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I shall now read you the return from Corkf from the proper 
officer appointed to try petitions* The return consists of difie^ 
rent acreable ratages. The acre^ I am told, in that countr}', 19 
the English acre : if so the ratages are as follow : 



Potatoes. 

£.Acre I. Acre 
s. dm 



5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 



8 1 

9 9 
11 4 

13 

14 O 
16 O 



Wheat. • 


Barley > 


E. Acre I. Acre 


£• A« I* A. 


€• s» (L 


«• «• d» 











0^ 


6 9 9 





7 11 





8 13 


5 8 1 


10 16 


6 9 9 



Oats. 



E. Acre I. Acre E. Acre I. Aci« 





2 
3 
4 
5 





6 
4 
6 
O 



d. 


4 
10 
6 
8 



Meadow. 



O 

O 
2 
3 
4 



s, 

O 





3 

4 

6 



d. 

O 

O 

o 

3 

10 
6 



I believe there is no man who hears th^e charges, that will 
Bot pronounce some of them exorbitant, unconscionable, and to- 
tally different from those which the advocates for tithe have ven- 
tured publicly to acknowledge or defend. I believe no man 
who hears diese ratages, that will not say, that some of them 
preclude the idea of any equity in favour of the tiller of the 
soil, and that the person who makes such a demand means to 
exact the last penny of his claim, and if he talks of moderation 
is a hjrpocrite. 

As to potatoes, the clergyman ought not to proceed with re« 
ference ta the produce, but the price of labour : in the parts 
of which I have been speaking, die price of labour is not more 
than 5d. a day the year round ; that is, 6/. 4$. the year ; sup« 
posing the labourer to work every day but Sunday, making an 
allowance for sickness,- broken weather, and holidays, yoq 
should strike off more than a sixth : he has not in fact then more 
than SL a year .by his labour ; his famjly average above five 
persons, nearer six, of whom the wife may make something by- 
spinning (in these parts of the country there are considerable 
manufactories). Five pounds a year, with the wife's small 
earnings, is the capital to support such a family, and pay rent 
and hearth-money, and in some cases of illegal exaction, smoke 
money to the parson. When a gendeman of the church of Ire- 
land comes to a peasant so circumstanced, and demands 12 or 
16«. an acre for tithe of potatoes*...he demands a child's provi- 
sion....he exacts contribution from a pauper«...he gleans from 
wretchedness....he leases from penury«...he fattens on hunger, 
raggedness, and destitution. In vain shall he state to such a 
man, the proctor's valuation, and inform him, that an acre of 
potatoes, well tilled, and in good ground, should produce so 
many barrels ; that each barrel at the market price is worth 
so many shillings, which after allowing for digging, tithes at so 
much. 
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The peasant may answer this reasoning by the Bible : he 
may Set up against the tithe-proctor^s valuation the New 
Testament; the precepts of Christ against the clergyman's 
arithmetic ; the parson s spiritual professions against his tempo- 
ral exactions, and in the argument, the peasant would haVe the 
advantage of the parson. It is aii odious contest between pov- 
erty and luxury ••••between the struggles of a paupet- and the 
luxury of a priest. 

Such a man, making such a demand, may have many good 
qualities ; may be a good theologian ; an excellent controver- 
sialist; deeply read in church history; very accurate in the 
value of church benefices; an excellent high priest^.^«but no 
Christian pastor. He is not the idea of a Christian minister ; 
the White-boy is the least of his foes ; his great eneikiy is the 
precept of the gospel and the example of the aposdes. 

With respect to the rudiments of manufacture, you ought not 
to proceed according either to the produce or to the 'price of 
labour ; you should observe an eqUity in favour of the manu- 
fecturer. When 12s» an acre are demanded for dax, the tithe 
is fatal to the progress of the linen trade in the south ; and the 
great word increase and multiply meets obstruction in this 
instance, from some of the ministers of the gospel, or those 
employed by them, preventing the growth of manufacture and 

e>pulation, by the excess of demand and the love of riches, 
ngland established a modus for flax, a modus of 5s» an acre, 
fad yet the linen manufacture is not ^e staple of England, but 
was given up by England to be the staple of Ireland. The 
parliament of England establishes there a modus of 5s» an acre 
for your staple, and some of your clergy here demand for it 12^* 
an acre. 

Under the head of excess the following allegation is sub- 
mitted to your consideration ; that in certain parishes of the 
south the charge for tithe has been unconscionable, and has not 
observed any equity in favour of the husbandman, the poor, or 
the manufacturer. 

But the law would relieve; turn to the ecclesiastical courts.... 
the judge is a clergyman, or appointed by a clergyman, and of 
course is a party judge ; and though in some cases his personal 
rectitude may correct his situation, and prevent him from being 
a partial, yet, from the constitution of his court, he is a party 
judge. The ecclesiastical courts in England maintained gravel 
and stone to be titheable; as some of ours have maintained turf 
to be titheable. Lord Holt said, they made every thing tithe- 
able ; but, says he, I do not regard that ; the pope, from whom 
our clergy derive their claim, though they depart from its 
alleged application, subjected to tithe the gains of the merchant, 
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and the pay of the army ; the caDons went farther, and held the 
tithe of fornication and adultery to be the undoubted property 
of the church. We are now too enlightened to listen to claims 
carried to so very great an extent, and ecclesiastical courts are 
less extravagant now; but still, the principle continues, the 
bias continues....atill they are party courts i the evidence, like ' 
the judge, is a part}- ; he is worse, he is frequendy the servant 
of the party, and the nature of his evidence is the best calculated 
to give every latitude to partiality and corruption : he generally 
views the crop, when the crop is ripe, or when the ground is 
red ; in the first case, he cannot, with any great accurac}', ascer* 
tarn the quantum of produce, and in the last case, he cannot, 
with any accuracy at all; and yet, without survey, without 
measure, and in some cases, without inspection of the crop, 
hear him swearing before a party judge, to the quantum of ground 
and produce* 

I have selected some cases from the Vicar's Court of Cashel. 
I will read them, and on some of them will make suchobserva* 
tions as occur to me. I will begin with the year 1766, to prove 
the present mode and measure to be encroachment. 

1766. 

Seymour against £f/rir....Subtracted two thirds of two acres 
of here, two acresof oats, five acres of oats and one acre and aa 
half of potatoes, and three acres of meadowing, parish ofBsify* 
brood, and coimty of Limerick, valued at 1/. 12*. it was proved, 
that all the tithes of the said parish belonged ta promovent, 
and that two-thirds of the tithes were subtracted by the impug- 
aant* 

Hanky against Syan and others....Seven lambs and forty« 
two sheep, 8*. 2^....one acre of oats and potatoes, 3*....half an 
acre of oats, 1«. 6^...rseven acres of meadow, at 1*. 6(L per acre, 
lOf. 6i/. 

1767...«They had two acres of potatoes, 109....two acres of 
new potatoes, 12«....three roods of oats^ 2*. 3</....six acres of 
meadow, at 1*. 6^. an acre....forty-one sheep, and twelve lambs^ 
at 2^. a piece, 8*. 10^. 

1768....They had four acres of potatoes, lA...half an acre of 
acw potatoes, 3*....six acres of meadow, 9*. 

September 1, 1769.,..Knockgraffon. 

The Reverend Nicholas Herbert againsfParifr.... Eight acres 
of wheat, at Ss* an acre. 

Massey against SmhhwicL,..0£Lts one acre and an half, 6*. 
on the lands of Ballynagrana, in the parish of Emiy. 

Morgan against FitzpatricL...hally dzrid^ diocese of Cashel. 
One acre and an half of here, 7s. 6^.,..two acres of meadow, 
at 2*. 6rf. each, 55,...three acres of oats, at 2s* 6d. each, 7s. 6</. 
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February 16, tTYU 

Doctor Jer^ais against the Morrisey^s^.^.Hslt an acre of 
potatoes, 4s'.»..one acre and a half of wheat, 12«..«.S]X acres of 
meadow, 18«...«two acres of oats, 8«...«one acre of wheat and 
some potatoes, 8j?...*one acre oF wheat and some potatoes, Qs.***- 
one acre of wheat and some potatoes, 8v9....half an acre of pota* 
toes and oats, 3f.«..half an acre of wheat 4«....half an acre 
of potatoes, 4«....one acre of oats and potatoes, 6«» 

Cooper against Glissan.m.^One acre of oats, Ss. 6d. one acre of 
bercy 5«..«.two acres of wheat, 10^....two acres of rape, 14^. 

Februar}' 8, 1772. 

Lloyd against i5rowr/^an....Subtracted in 1770, an orchard, 
on the lands of Grange, in the parish of Cahirconlish, two-thirds 
of the tithes, 1/. 6sm Sd. and on the lands of Knockeen, another 
orchard, two-thirds of the tithes of which, 16^* 8^* 

Handley against «SW/!r^«...Thirty acres of meadow, at 1^. Id. 
an acre....twelve acres of meadow, at Is. 6</*.«*an acre..** 
Decreed, with 6«. 8^. cost. Note, the lands in the Union of 
Toom. 

January 23, 1773. 

Blaie against j5rj^(m....Brittas in the parish of Thurles, 
impugqant, in 1771 subtracted two one half acres of potatoes, 
at 7s. 6^...one acre of barley, at 5^....eighteen acres of mea- 
dow, at 3^.... And in 1772 he subtracted seven one-half acres, at 
8«....four one-half acres of here, at 7^....four one-half acres of 
barley, at 5^....eight acres of oats, at 5^..*.twelve acres of mea- 
dow, at Zs. 

January 8, 1774. 

itf^or^ against several Persons....BsLvlty 6s. 6d. an acre 

wheat, 7«....meadt>w^ 2s. 6i/....potatoe8 8«....in the parish of 
Emly. 

I^ial against several persons...'Fi\e one-half acres of potatoes, 
ll. 13«....two acres pf oats, 8«....one one-half acre of meadow, 
6«....one acre of rape, 8^...«Killenaule, decreed with 6d. cost in 
each. 

Cooper against Glissan*.9.Btrej Ss. an acre....oats, 4s. an acre.... 
oats, Ss. 6d. an acre....wheat 5s. Deanesgrove in the parish of 
the Rocks. 

Herbert against M^Encraw....'Whtat Ss. an acre....oats, 3^. 6d. 
....here and flax, 65....potatoes, 8^.^ Knockgraffon parish. 

• February 2, 17^75. 

Lockwood against J!f(7c>(/er....Barley, 3s. an acre.«..oats, Zs. 
6^....bere,. one one-fourth acre, 6^. 3d. Ardmayle p^arish. 
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Lockwood against Meag?ter..^BtTej Ss. an acre....os(ts, ac* 
6<^. wheat ^. Ardmayle pariah. 

January 20, lT78w 

Cooper z^jusM Cu7imn^A<7}R«...Thurlesbegg, the parish of the 
Rocks, oats, 3tf. 6^ an acre....barley, 5«.«.«rap«, 8^« 
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~ .SioZf against /*r^My...«BaIlingan7 parish, wheat, Ss. an acre^ 
potatoes, 2«.M«oats, l(k/.**.subtracted in 1777* 

Tiemey against Geary and others*.*. Parish of Tennor, pota« 
toes, 6j* an acf e.«..wheat 7s. here, 6^ ••••oats, 4^« 

Shaw against Corr^iA..^ Bally sbehan parish, two thirds of 
the tithes; two hundred and sixty-five barrels of potatoes, 
^[rowing on four one*half acres, at 3^^ 6^. a barrel, 3A \s. Sd..- 
torty-two barrels of wheat, on seven acres, 2L 15«^»««s]xty»four 
barrels of here on four acres, l/. lOs* 3^^..«in all 7/« 6s, 6cL with 
lA cost* 

Hare against same..:T\fro hundred and sixty-five barrels of 

Eotatoes, one-third of the tithes thereof, iL 9s. 8|^.-. forty-two 
arrels, one-third of the tithes thereof, IL 8s. 2d^....sixty-four 
barrels of here, one-third of the tithes thereof, 13^. r|^—« Decree, 
with 1/. cost. 

Same against Mary Strang.**^Two thousand three hundred 
and fifty barrels of potatoes, one-half of the tithe of which, 22/. 
1^. 5</....bere, one-hundred and twenty-eight barrels, one-half of 
the tithe of which, 2L 6s. 4^/...«oats, one hundred and forty-three 
barrels, one-half of the tithe of which, 2/. Ss, 8//....flax, one-half 
of the tithe of which, 5^....hay, one hundred and twenty-five 
tons, one-half of the tithe of which, G/« 5^*...in all, 33A Is. 4d. 
The archbishop took time to consider. * 

July 16, 1780. 

Same against Mary Strang.^.JNzv^ for the impugnant prayed 
to be let into the merits, but his grace over-ruled him....Nave 
then tendered 10/. 4ts, 9d, as a compensation, which the promo- 
vent refused..*.GrifBth prayed sentence, which was decreed by 
his grace for 33A 1^. ^ with IL 6s. Bd. costs. 

August 12, 1782* 

Massey against it&rnane..fMeadow, five acres, 1/. and IL 
6s* Bd. cost* 

October 7, 1782. 

Shaw againstil/oA^ny—Ordered, that Gilbert Meara, the proc- 
tor of Caesar Sutton, be enjoined from collecting or demanding 
tithes from any of the parishioners of Ballysheehan, which are 
claimed by said Sutton. 
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f Hare against «SVran^.... Decree, that the appeal is deserted in 
pain, and that a monition shall issue for 33/« Is. Ad. pursuant to 
the rule of the 16th July, 1781. 

March 10, 1783. 

Lloyd against Hoops....60 acres of meadow, . producing 240 
, tons, valued 16^..^. 10 acres, 40 tons, 2/. 13s. 4J.....6048 stone 
of potatoes, at id. per 8tone...«the tithe in all 2l. 10«. 4d. and 
1/. 6s. Qd. cost* 

£^an. against Madden....DecTee for 4fS» 6d. for the tithe of 
two acres of meadow, and 1/. 6s. Sd. cost. 

Moore against Pat. Moroney....! acre potatoes, producing 60 
barrels, at 9^. 9d. per barrel, that is 2l. ISs. 6d. per acre«.««4 
acres of meadow, at two one-half tons per acre at lA a ton. 

June, 1785. 

Syan against Grcene*...4f acres and three-fourths potatoes, ^ 
64 ban*els, containing 4^56 stone, the tithe 425 stone at 4d. per 
stone, amount to 5/. 6s. 3^....flax 2 acres and one-half, 160 stone, 
the tithe, 16 stone at 4s. 3/« 4^. O^....oats, 4 acres and one-quar- 
ter, containing 232 stone, the tithe 43 stone at 6d. per stone, 
1/. 1^. 6^....meadow ten acres, ^0 tons, the tithe 3 tons, at 2 
guineas per acre, 6/. 16s. 6d. in all 16/. Ss. 3d» 

Parish of Balingarry, June 26, 1784. 

Preston against CUfford....lvi 1783, 420 stone of potatoes, 
tithe at Zd. per stone, amount to 10^. 6^«...oats 48 stone, tithe 
^ at £k/. per stone, Zs. 4j^/.•••barley, 196 stone, tithe at Hd. per 
fitone, 13^....hay, 10 tons, tithe whereof 1 ton, 2/. Zs. Ad. De- 
cree, and ll. 6s. Sd. cost. 

July 26, 1784. 

Walsh against iann/n^.... Parish Kilcooly, in 1783, had two 
one-half ton, at, 20*. per, the tithe 5 cwt. value 5*..« .potatoes, 
100 barrels at 3*. per, the tithe 1/. ia9.-.oats 5 barrels, tithe 
half barrel, value Zs. 6d. in all 1/. 18*. 6^» Decree, and 1/. 6^. 
Bd. cost. 

It appears from one of these decrees, that in the year 1780, 
a demand is brought for two hundred and sixty-five barrels of 
potatoes, as two-thirds of the tithe of the parish of Ballyshee- 
gan. By what learned process the proctor or evidence qan 
prove this precise value, or whether he has measured the crop, 
I cannot say, but I most strongly suspect the contrary ; and 
then his valuation is a false and arbitrary accuracy, and his sub- 
division of the crop is a trick to increase the charge. The mi- 
nuteness of charge is the multiplication of oppression. Do not 
imagine t]^t the proprietor of tithe cannot proceed otherwise 
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dian by this spbcies of minute valuation, for I have read you 
the report of suits brought in a different manner, to which I 
beg you may advert. This method appears from the report, an 
innovation ; it is tithing by mouthfuls. 

It appears from this decree, that these two hundred and six* 
€y*iive barrels of potatoes, were the produce of four acres and 
an half; the charge appears to be 4/. 3^* 9{L that is near lA the 
«crc for poutoes ; the case goes on and charges for forty-two 
barrels of wheat, (not measured, I apprehend) 4/. 4ff* 6^. value 
209* the barrel, and as this appears to arise from seven acres, 
the charge is 12^. the acre ; to this is added, 20^. cost. 

The case that follows this, is a demand brought for one-third 
of the tithe, and proceeds exacdy on the same principles of 
crafty minuteness, false accuracy, and real oppression. 

In these cases you will recollect, that there should ever be 
made a difference between the field price and market price : the 
field price is what the crop is worth at the time, and in the state 
in which the parson's right accrues ; and the market price is 
that to which the parson has no right. These distinctions do 
not seem always to have been religiously adhered to by these 
clerical judges. 

The next case I shall obsen^e on is, a demand brought for two 
thousand three hundred and fifty barrels of potatoes, one hun- 
dred and twenty- eight barrels of here, and one hundred and 
forty-eight barrels of oats. On what evidence ? Who was the 
laborious indefatigable man who went through the long process 
of measuring and weighing this ponderous and bulky produce f 
This is the case of Mrs. Strang, and the result of this charge 
is, a decree for 33/. 149. and 1/. 6^. 8^/. cost. There is no ne* 
cessity for knowledge of fact to support such a demand ; the evi- 
dence does it by his power of guessing, by his craft, his sagaci- 
ty \ which, it seems, before such a tribunal, is satisfactory. You 
think this measure by the barrel a criminal ingenuity ; but they 
carry it much farther, they swear to the stone. I have read you 
a suit brought for six thousand and forty-eight stone of pota- 
toes ; but there is a case which sums up all the principles which 
I have stated and objected to ; it is the case of Ryan against 
Greene. In this four acres and a quarter of potatoes are al- 
leged to have contained four thousand two hundred and sixty* 
six stone, and are tithed at 5/. 6.?. 3^. which is above one guinea 
an acre for potatoes ; two acres and a half of flax are alleged to 
contain one hundred and sixty stone, and are charged above 3/. 
AfS. above a guinea an acre for flax ; four acres and a quarter of 
oats, alleged to contain four hundred and thirty-two stone, are ' 
charged 1/. 1«. 6^/. about Ss. the acre ; ten acres of meadow; al- 
leged to contain thirty ton, are charged at 6/. 6^. 6^. that is 
above 12^. the acre meadow ; the decree went £ir the sum 
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charged, 16L Ss* 3^. and the cost !/• 6^. S<f. An observation 
which aggravates even this case, will occur, when I tell you this 
charge was made in a year of famine....the famine of 1783, 
when an embargo was laid on your exports, and the people 
nourishe'd by contribution* There is another aggravation even 
to this ; they charge a famine price, and calculate a plenty pro« 
duce, and avail themselves of both. 

There is another case of scarcity, where a suit is brought 
for four hundred and thirty stone of potatoes, valued at 3d. 
per stone, a price of scarcity ; for forty-eight stone of oats^ 
a price of scarcity ; and ftr ten tons of hay^ valued at 2L 
3s^ 4d. the ton, a price of scarcity, decreed with iL.ds. 6d» 
costs. Another case of scarcitv....where a demand is made for 
six hundred and thirty stone of potatoes, valued at 3d* per 
stone, a price of scarcity ; ninety-six stone of oats, valued at 
9d. per stone, a price of scarcity ; eleven tons of hay, at 2/. 3^ « 
9d* the ton....total tithe, 3/. ISs* decreed with lA 6s* Sd. costs; 
And these seem to be the case of poor peasants, who have but 
six hundred or four hundred stone of potatoes, valued at 3d. 
a stone, in a hard year, in the famine of 17^3, decreed with the 
aggravation of the highest costs the law would allow* 

But there is a case of a most extraordinary appearance....^ 
case which rises on famine. I do not see that any decree wa» 
made upon it ; one acre of potatoes is alleged to contain sixty 
barrels of potatoes, and each barrel is valued at 9s. 9^....that i^ 
2/. IQs. 6d0 tithe for the acre of potatoes. 

With regard to the legality of the conduct of a clerg3rman^ 
who in rating his parishioners, takes advantage of a famine, and 
brings up as it were the rear of divine vengeance, and becomes 
in his own person, the last great scourge of the husbandman*...- 
with regard to the legality of the conduct of a clergyman,, who 
not only takes the advantage of famine, but joins a famine price 
to a plenty produce, and by one and the same act punishes hu-* 
man industr}^ and aggravates physical misfortune..«.as to the 
kgality of such a conduct, I shall say nothing....it may be per* 
fccdy consistent with his temporal claims, but blasts his spiritual 
yretensions..^.for ever. 

After these oppressions, the most grievous kind of oppres« 
sions....oppressions by judgment of law, you would hardly listen 
to the minor grievance where the decree shall be for 1/. and the 
costs 1/. 6s. &/«... where the decree shall be for 4s. and costs 
IL 6s. Sd. There are several of this kind....but this would seem 
the mercy of the court admonishing the peasantry never to ap- 
pear again before such a tribunal. 

From these instances I may infer, that the peasantry must * 
look for redress to parliament^ and will not find it in the spiritual 
courts, which, from their distance, fix>m the uncertainty of their 
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sessioD) from their constitution, and from their judgments, must 
father give the tithe-farmer a confidence in extortion, than the 
husbandman a confidence in the law. From these instances, I 
think I have proved, that there has existed such a thing as excess 
•f demand..*.excess of demand without remedy; and this excess 
would be better understood, if you compare the ratages of the 
South with those of other parts of the kingdom. 

Here Mr. Grattan observed, that two material dilFerences 
existed: first, that potatoes were tithed no where but in the 
South ; secondly, that the other articles of tillage were tithed no 
where so high as in the South ; that there were some few 
parishes, 'tis true, in the North, and some parts of coanties 
that bordered on Munster, where potatoes were tithed ; 
but that the instances were few, and the exception proved the 
rule. 

That the other articles of tillage were not tithed so high 
in other places, after making every allowance for difference of 
soil. * 

Here Mr. Grattan stated the ratages which were usual in the 
other provinces, and which were much less than those exacted in 
the South, which, he said, appeared to be the region of poverty^ 
exaction and tumult, and that the tumult seemed commensurate 
with the exaction, which, he said, fell particularly heavy on those 
who were the least able to pay. He shewed, that in the other 
provinces, that not only the tithe on tillage was less, but that 
there were certain modusses in some of their counties for arti« 
cles^ which, in the South, was heavily tithed....Thus, in the 
North, there was a modus for flax six-pence, be the quantity 
ever so great. That, in part of Counaught there was a modus 
ibr hay^ six-pence per farm, be the quantity ever so great. 
That, considering the exemption of potatoes, these modusses, 
and the ratages on tillage in the other parts of the kingdom, two 
observations must arise, 1st, either that the clergy were greatly 
cheated in the three parts of Ireland, or that the people were 
gready oppressed in the South ; 2dly, that you must raise the 
l^tagesof the clergy in Ulster, Connaught, and Leinster, oryou 
must now check them in Munster. Are you prepared for the 
former of those events ? Are you prepared in Connaught and^ 
Ulster to pay 12«. or 14^. for potatoes and 12^. the acre for flax? 
Are you prepared in Ulster for the Compensation-bill, and the 
Magistracy-bill, which must accompany and enforce such efforts 
to introduce among you those exactions which oppress Munster? 
It is true, the North is teized in some counties, by small-dues, 
which it is a part of my scheme to put an end to, and make a 
compensation to the clergy. 

The ratages of the South will be still better understood by 
comparing them with her own ratages at a former period..**- 
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iiiBt from every information he coilld collect^ they had greatljr 
increased, Thia will be a very proper subject for your com« 
mittee. 

That he had affidavits to produce stating the encrease, which 
was rapid and exorbitant, bearing no proportion whatsoever to 
thb general increase in the value of things. That these 
affidavits seemed warranted by current testimony of public opi- 
nion, and particularly by extracts from the decrees of the Vicar^s 
Court, where it appeared, not from one decree, but a. course 
of decrees, that the acreable ratages of late hsul greatly eii« 
creased. 

Here he read some of the decrees before referred to* That 
It had been said, that in the diocese of Cork and Ross, the 
ratages had not encreased these last thirty years. That he was 
willing to rest the case on that principle, and if the ratages in 
the South had not within those last thirty years greatly encreased, 
he was willing to give up the question ; and he desired a com- 
mittee to investigate and determine that important point. That 
this encroachment, on which he insisted, was the more inexcu- 
sable, when we considered the great increase of tillage in the 
South, which of itself would have encreased the incomes of th^ 
clerg}% even though they had diminished their ratages; the 
causes of the increase of tillage make the encrease of ratage 
improper as well as unnecessary; because they are in some 
degree artificial ; the bounty on com is an artificial cause* 
That bounty should not be tithed. The effect pf that bounty 
has not been prevented ; but the full operation of it has been 
checked by excessive tithe, and has been interrupted by tumul^ 
the companion of these excessive demands, so that the excess of 
tithe re-accs on the premium, and makes it doubtful whether 
the plough shall advance under the bounty, or go back und^ 
the tithe. 

Another artificial cause of the growth of your dllage in the 
South, is your want of manufacture : a poor and rapid popuUu 
tion, that cannot be employed in manufacture must be employed 
in husbandry ; but then it is the miserable and experimental 
husbandry ; what Mr. Young calls an execrable tillage on bog 
or mountain, which by the laws of England would be for seven 
years exempt from tithes, and which by the laws of Ireland 
ought to be so. You have two acts, one exempting newly 
redaimed ground from tithe of flax or hemp for seven years ; 
and another exempting reclaimed bog, provided ten acres shaU 
be reclaimed, from tithe generally for seven years ; but why notf 
as in England, exempt all newly reclaimed ground from aB 
manner of tithe for seven years ? 

VOL. III. ' 1 
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Bere Mr* Grattan mentioned, that he learned, in some of the 
Western parts of the county of Cork, they rated the mountaineers 
higher than in many parts of the richest low land ; charging 
them by the spade length a sum, which, when applied to the 
acre, was equal to 20 or $0s* the plantation acre. These parts 
and their inhabitants, he understood, were entirely consigned ta 
the dominion of the tithe-proctor or tithe farmer, and were 
equally savage, and oppressed, and turbulent. 

Thu encroachment, this disproportion, and this excess, which 
I h2|ve already particularized, are the more to be^ lamented^ 
because the law does not administer the remedy. The eccle- 
siastical courts I have proved to afibrd no redress whatever ; I 
have shewn that their judgments are not founded in moderatioDy 
and are not always founded in law. 

The right of setting out the tithe has not always proved^ 
.in the case of the poor, a security agamst illegal demands, 
and does not afiect to be a security against unconscionable de* 
mands* 

By the law, the tenant must give forty-eight hours notice^ 
mid bind himself to a day, whether fair or fouL In the case of 
potatoes, be must, if the parson does not choose to attend, leave 
the ridge in the I field, which may prevent his sowing winter 
com,, and be the difference between the profit on wheat and on 
oats* The tenant cannot dig his potatoes till October, he seldom 
does till November ; and he must use them in August, because 
the stock of last year is exhausted.. Now, the digging a bowl of 
potatoes is by construction in the ecclesiastical courts, the 
subtraction, not of the particular tithe, but of the tithes of ^ 
year : for simplicity ot suit they construe subtraction of one 
proBdiai tithe to be subtraction of the whole ; and for extent of 
power, that is^ for the sake-of bringing the whole under their 
jurisdiction, they construe potatoes to be predial tithe. Thus 
the necessity of the year brings the peasant under the lash of 
ecclesiastical authority, that great scourge of the farmer. 

In the jGsBt year, the peasantry very generally set out their 
tithe, and the clergy in several instances refused' to draw ; they 
did so in several instances where there was no illegal combina* 
tion, unless a combination among themselves, to deprive the 
peasant of a right to set out his tithes, and get an ex postfactp 
law to collect their tithe in a new, summary, and oppressive 
mode. Sir, it will be proved, that the countryman has waited 
day after day until the parson should draw his tithe. It 
will be proved, that he has left his crop in the field until it 
hasbecome green. It will be proved, that he has ofiered to 
the parson or proctor to hire them horses to draw their tithe. 
It will be proved, that he^has offered to draw it home at his own 
expence* " ' . 
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Here Mr. Grattan read a notice from a .kadholder ta a 
clergyman, informing him, that he should draw on such a day^ 
and ofiering to lend the parson horses and cars^ to draw his tithe 
wherever he should appoint ; and he observed, that the parson 
had refused* He also observed, that an offer had been made 
to a clergyman by a gendeman, to draw, keep, and preserve the 
tithe in the gendeman's haggard, if the clerg}'man did not choose 
to keep it in his own ; which offer, Mr. Grattan stated, to have 
)>een refused; the clergyman choosing to recover by a com* 
pensation, or an ex post facto . law^ which went to deprive 
the countryman of his common right, lyithout any proof of his 
guilt. 

That if such a bill was permitted it would take froo^ die 
countryman, in some of the cases mentioned above^ not die 
tenth, but the fifth ; for the tenant had lost by weather the tithe 
severed and set out, and was likely to pay another tithe by act 
of parliament. That this would be, not compensation, but inob- 
bery, and the worst species of robbery, robbery by authority 
of parliament ; it would be to take the most decided and uncoikt 
stitutional part, in a case where this house affected to take 
no part at aQ ; and where it declined every kind of informa- 
tion whatsoever, to enable it to take any part with ^gnity^ 
justice, or effect; and that by such a step we should put the 
Irish farmer with reject to his tithe, on ground very dif- 
ferent from that of the Enj^ish farmer, and much more disad- 
vantageous. 

That the law in England does not require forty-eight hours. 
That where the tithe is left too long on die ground, the law oif 
England gave the owner of the land an action on the case against 
the parson for his negligence. You give the parson a compen* 
sation for his negligence. 

If tithes set out remain too long on the ground, the law of 
England gives the owner of the land a right to uke those tithes 
as damage faisant ; if sued for them, he is to set forth how long 
they remained on the premises, and the jury (whom your biu 
excludes, and thus indirecdy sdgmatizes) is to decide. By the 
law of England the care of the tithe, after severance^ rests 
with the parson. In England, 'where the tithe of com was 
set out, and the parson would not take it, but prayed a remedy, 
in the ecclesiastical court, a prohibition against the parson was 
granted. *• 

See how much more care the law of England takes of the. 
husbandman ; how much more att;enuon it affords him than the 
law of the parliament of Ireland : and it is one of the charges 
and allegations of the husbandman of the south ; 

^^ That in certain parishes, the parishioners have duly and 
^^ legally set out their tithes, have given due notice, and have 
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^ taken all the legal steps ; but that no person has attended or 
^* the part of the dergjrtnan, under the expectation, they con- 
^* ceive, of getting some new method of recovery, hitherto un* 
^ known to the law, and tending to deprive, by a past opera* 
*' tion, the parish of the benefit of its ancient right and privi- 
*^ leffe of setung out the tithe." 

lliis oppression connects itself with andther part of dus sub- 
ject) a very obnoxious, a very oppressive, and a very notorioas 
part of it, the uthe-farmer* The farming of any revenue is a 
pernicious idea* It is the practice of absolute kings, who, 
anxious about their riches, and careless about their people, get a 
fixed income from some desperate adventurer, and then let loose 
on the community, this animal of prey, at once destitute of re- 
morse, and armed with authority. 

In free countries such a pracdce is not permitted. You would 
not. allow it to the king, and you ought not to allow it to the 
church. It is an evil in politics, but a scandal in religion ; and 
the more dangerous in the latter, because tithe being indefinite, 
the latitude of extortion is indefinite. The use of the dthe- 
farmer is to get from the parishioner, what the parson would 
be ashamed to demand, and to enable the clerg}'man to absent 
-himself from his duty : the powers of^the tithe-Tar mer are sum* 
maiy laws and ecclesiastical courts ; his livelihood is extortion ; 
his rank in society is generally the lowest, and his occupation is 
to pounce on the poor in the name of the Lord. He is a species 
of wolf, left by the shepherd to take care of the flock in his adi- 
lience ; he fleeces both, and begins with the parson. 

Here Mr. Grattan stated, that the tithe-farmer seldom got 
less than one-fourth of the money collected ; but sometimes one- 
third. That there where instances^where he got even more, and 
)iad r^duped.the parson to the state of a poor pensioner, on his 
own living. That he had heard, that in one of the disturbed 
parishes, the parish had wished to come to a good understand- 
ing with the clergyman, and to pay him in person, but that the 
tithe-farmer h^d obstructed such an accommodation, and had 
by his mercenary intervention prevented concord, moderation 
and composition ; parishes were not only subject to one tithe- 
farmer, but, in some cases, were cursed with a legion of them. 
A non-resident clergyman shall employ a tithe-farmer, who 
shall set the tithe over again, to two blacksmiths, who go 
among the flock like t^vo vultures. A tithe-farmer shall, on 
being questioned, give the following account of himself : That 
he held the tithe from one, who had them from an officer, who 
held them from a dergyinan, who did not reside in a parish, 
.where there were resident np dean, no rector, no vicar, no 
schoolmaster ; where the whole business of Christianity, on 
the Protestant side; was transacted by a curate at 50/. a year ; 
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and as the parish has been disturbed by the tithe^farmer or 
proctor, so has it in some cases been quieted in getting rid of 
him. I have known a case where the parish made, with their 
clergyman, the following agreement : Sir, we pay your proctor 
800/. a year, and he gives you 600/. We will give you 600/* 
and become your collectors and your security, in another liv- 
' ing, the parish paid the proctor 450L a year, and the proctor 
paid the parson SOOL The parishioners became the collector 
and the security, paid the clergyman SOOL a year, took for their 
trouble 30/. and eased the parish of 120/. ; the consequence was 
peace : and the more you investigate this subject, the more 
you will find, that the disturbance of the people, and the exac- 
tions of the church, have .been commensurate; and that di6 
peace of the former has attended the moderation of the latter ; 
nor is it only the excess of exaction which makes the tithe- 
farmer a public misfortune....hi8 mode of collection is another 
scourge. He puts his charges into one or niore notes, payable 
at a certain time ; if not then discharged, he serves the country- 
man with a summons, charging him 6d. for the service, and Um 
for the summons ; he then sometimes puts the whole into a 
Kerr}'-bond or instrument, which bears interest : he dien either 
keeps the bond over his head, or issues out execution, and gets 
the countryman's body and goods completely into his power. 
To such an abuse is ttiis abominable practice carried, that in 
some of the southern parts of Ireland, the peasantry are made 
tributary to the tithe-farmer ; draw home his com, his hay, 
and his turf, for nothing ; give him their labour, their cars, and 
their horses, at certain times of the year, for nothing. These 
oppressions not only exist, but have acquired a formed and dis- 
tinct appellation....tributes : tributes to extortioners ; tributes 
paid by the poor in the name of the Lord. To oppression we 
are to add intoxication ; the drunkenness and idleness, which 
not seldom attend the method in which the tithe-farmer settles 
his accounts with the poor parishioners devoted to his care ; 
the place in which he generally settles these accounts, makes his 
bargains, and transacts his business, is the alehouse. He some- 
times, I am told, keeps one himself, or he has a relation who 
gets a licence to sell ale and spirits, because his friend is em- 
ployed by the church, and will bring him custom. 

Do you, gentlemen, sign your leases in the alehouse? What 
should you think of a steward who made your tenants drunk, 
when he should collect your rents ? And what should a clergy- 
man think of of his tithe-farmer, who made his flock drunk, 
when he collected or settled his tithes, and bathed in whiskey 
diis precious offering, this primxval property, held by some to 
be the very essence of religion, and not only most ancient, but 
divine ? 
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To thb lost of industry you are to add^ Aelott of revcracMM 
(where, as in some cases i am told) the revenue officer b the 
tithe*farmer, and in that moat suspicious and deadly combina^ 
tion of fraudulent capacities, overcharges in tithe, and under- 
charges in tax: that is compensates to the countryman, by 
jobbing the king, and adds to the crime of exaction the offence 
of spoliation, and profiu by both. I appeal to the commission'* 
crs of the revenue, whether they have not good reason to sua* 
pect such practices i And 1 iq>peal to some of a right reverend 
bench, whether this be the only commutation, wluch in their 
opinion is practicable or proper i Under this head it is alleged^ 
that in certain parishes in the south, tithe-farmers have op* 
pressed, and do oppress his majesty's subjects, by various w^ys 
of extortion, by assuming to themselves arbitrarily and cruelly, 
powers which the law does not give, and by making an oppres* 
sive use of those powers which the law has put into their hands. 
And this the parishioners are ready to verily on oath. 

To these evils are we to add another, which is the principal 
source of them alL.«.the uncertainty of tithe.*..the full tenth ever 
must be oppressive. 

A tenth of your land, your labour, and your capital, to those 
who contribute in no shape whatsoever to the produce, must be 
oppression ; they only think otherwise, who suppose, that every^ 
thing is little which is given to the parson ; that no burden can 
be heavy, if it be the weight of the parson ; that landlords 
should give up their rent, and tenants the profits of their labour^ 
and all too little : but uncertainty argravates that oppression, 
the full tenth ever must be uncertain as well as oppressive, for 
it is the fixed proportion of a fluctuating quantity, and unless 
the high priest can give law to the winds, and ascertain the 
harvest, the tithe, like that harvest, must be uncertain ; but 
this uncertainty is aggravated by the pernicious motives on 
which tithe frequendy rises and falls. It frequendy rises oil 
the poor....it falls in compliment to the rich. It proceeds on 
principles the reverse of the gospel i it crouches to the strongs 
and it encroaches on the feeble ; and is guided by the two worst 
principles in society, servility and avarice united, against the 
cause of charity, and under the cloak of religion. 

Here let me return to, and repeat the allegations, and call oq 
you once more to make the enquiry. It is alleged, that in cer* 
tain parishes of the south, tithe has been demanded, and paid, 
for what, by law, was not liable to tithe t and that tht ecclesi- 
astical courts have countenanced the illegal exaction ; and evi- 
dence is offered at your bar to prove the charge on oath. Will 
you deny the fact ? WiUyou justify the fact? Will you enquira 
into it ? 
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If is aUeged, that tithe-proctors in certain parishes of the 
south do exact fees for agency oppressive and illegal ; and 
evidence to prove the chiu^ is offered on oath* WiU you 
deny the fact i Will you justify the fkct ? Will you enquire 
into it ? 

It is alleged, that in certain parishes of the south, tithes 
have been excessive, and have observed no equity for the poor, 
the husbandman, or the manufacturer : and evidence is offered 
to prove this charge on oath. Will jou deny the fact i Will 
you justify the fact i Will you enquire into it i 

It is alleged, that in certain parishes of the south, ratages 
ibr tithes have greatly and unconscionably increased ; and 
evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath. Will you 
deny the fact ? Will you justify the fact i Will you enquire 
into iti 

It is alleged, that in certain parishes of the south, the pa* 
rishioners have duly and legally set out their tithe, and given 
due notice ; but that no persons have attended on the part of 
proctor or parson, under expectation, it is apprehended, of get- 
ting some new method of recovery, tending to deprive the pa« 
rish of the benefit of its ancient right, that of settmg out their 
tithe ; and evidence is offered to prove this charge on oath* 

It is alleged, in certain parishes in the south, tithe4iuiner» 
have oppressed and do oppress his majesty'is subjects, by vap-- 
nous extortions, abuses of law, or breaches of the same ;, and 
evidence is offeri^d to prove this charge on oath.^ Here, once 
siore I ask you, will you deny the fact I Will you jus^y the* 
fiict ? Will you enquire into it i 

This being the state of the church in certain parishes in* the 
south, I wish to know, what in the mean time within those disir 
tricts becomes of religion? Here are the parson and parish at« 
variance, about that which our religion teaches us to despise..*., 
riches. Here is the mammon of unrighteousness set up to in- 
terrupt our devotion to die true God. The disinsevested, Ae 
humble, the apostolical character during dlis unseemly contest, 
what becomes of it i Here are two powers...»the power in the 
tenant to set ,out his tithe, the power in the church to try the^ 
viatter in dispute by ecclesiastical jurisdiction....two powers 
vested by the law in the respective hands of church and buty, 
without any effect but to torment one another : the power of 
settinp^ of tithe does not affect to defend the tenant against un- 
conscionable demamd ; and if attended with combination secures 
him against any effectual demand whatsoever. The power of 
trying the matter in dispute by ecclesiastical jurisdiction, does 
not take place, except in case of subtraction, and when it does 
lake place is a partial trial. Thus, as the law now stands, 
combination i% the defence of laity, and partiality of the church. 
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The equity in favour of the tiller of the soil ^a verynecessaiy 
equity indeed) becomes a new soCirce of disturbance, because 
the parties are not a^ed what that equity should be*«».tbe 
countryman, not conceiving that any one can, in equity, have a 
right to the tenth of his land, labout, and capital, who does not 
own the land, nor plow, nor sow, nor reap, nor contribute in any 
degree whatsoever to the produce. The tithe-farmer having no 
idea, but that of iniquity, on the subject. The parson perhaps 
conceiving, tha^ a tenth oh tillage is a bare compensation in equity, 
for what he deems the greatest of all iniquity, your vote of 
agistment. Thus, the two parties, the parson and his parish', 
the shepherd and his flock, with opposite opinions, and mutual 
powers of annoyance in the parts I have alluded to,, seem to go 
on in a rooted animosity and silent war. 

Conceive the pastor looking over th^ hedge like a spy, to 
mulct the extraordinary labours of the husbandman. 

Conceive him coming into the field, and saying *^ you are a 
^^ deserving husbandman....you have encreased the value of your 
^^ field by the sweat of your brow ! Sir, I'll make you pay me 
^^ for that,'\...or conceive a dialogue between a shepherd and one 
of his flock ; *'^ I will take your tenth sheaf ; and if you chuae 
^^ to vex me, your tenth hen, and your tenth egg, and your tenth 
«< goose," (not so the apostles)....or conceive him speaking to 
lUs flock by parable, and saying, *^ the ass stopped with his 
^ burden ; and his burden was doubled, and still he stopped^ 
^^ and his burden was still encreased....and ^hen the perverse 
^ animal finding, his resistance in vain, went on ; so even you 
^ shall find resistance but encrease your load, until the nund>er 
*^ of acts of parliament shall break your back.*' 

These pastoral discourses, if they have taken place, however 
well intended, will not, I fear, greatly advance the cause of 
the faithful, particularly in a country, where the numbers re- 
main to be converted to the Protestant religion, not only by 
the superior purity of its doctrine, but by the mild disinterested 
peace-making spirit of its teachers. 

Will not the dignitaries of the church interpose on such an 
occasion? how painful must it have been to them, the teachers 
of the gospel, and therefore enemies to the shedding of blood, to 
have thought themselves imder the repeated necessity o( apply, 
ing to parliament for sanginuarylaws ; the most sanguinary laws 
on your statute books are tithe-bills ; the White-boy act is a 
tithe-bill ; the Riot act is a tithe-bill. 

How painful to those dignitaries must it be to feel themselves 
in the office of making perpetual complaints against their own 
flock, and to be coifscious, in some instances, of having jaded 
and disgusted the ears of the court, by charges against the pea- 
santry ? How painful to them to have repeated recourse to the 
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military in their own case, and to think that many of their sinful 
flock, but their flock notwithstanding, were saved from the 
indiscriminating edge of the sword by ecclesiastical zeal, tern* 
pered and withheld, and in some cases disappointed by the 
judicious mercy of military command i 

We, the laity, were right in taking the strongest measures the 
last session : it was our duty to assert; but of these churchmen^ 
it is the duty, and I suppose the nature, to deprecate, to incline 
to d^e mild, the meek, the dispassionate, and the merciful side 
of the question, and rather to prevent by moderation than punish, 
by death* 

Whether these exactions were in themselves sufficient to have 
produced all the confusion of the last year, I know not, but this 
I do believe, that no other cause had been sufficient without the 
aid of exaction ; if exaction had not existed^ the south would 
not, I believe, have been convulsed^ A controverted election* 
alone could not well have been an adequate cause ; tl^e objects of 
attack must, in some cases,, have been something more than 
partisans, and the flame spread by contagion ; the first torch 
must have been an accident, but the people were rendered com- 
bustible by oppression* 

The Whiteboy should be hanged ; but I think the tithe-*' 
&rmer should be restrained ; I would inflict death on the felon^ 
and impose moderation on the extortioner i and thus relieve 
the community from the offences of both* 

But do not let us so far mistake the case, as to suppose it a 
question between the parson and the Whiteboy; or that the 
animosity which has been excited is confined to felons ; no^ 
it is extended far more generally ; it is extended to those who 
have been active in bringing those felons to justice ; and men 
will appear at your bar who have suffered under excess of 
demand, and have acted to restore peace, the instrument of 
quiet, and the objects of exaction : let us therefore examine the 
subject, and having already with great propriety taken the most 
decisive steps against the insurgent, let us enquire now into 
the cause of the outrage, and see whether exaction might not 
have had some share, at least, in the origin of it ; and if so, let 
us strive to form some plan which may collect the riches o{ 
the church, without repetition of penal laws or of public distur« 
bance* * 

In forming a plan for the better provision of the churchy the 
first thing to be considered is the quantum of provision ; the 
second consideration is the fund from whence that provision is 
to arise; the quantum of provision should be the usual net 
income on an average of years, except in some parishes of great 
exaction; I say usual, because I wquld.not majLerially alter theic 
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allowance ; I say on an average of yean, because I would not 
make recent incroachment property ; I say net, because, when 
die public shall become the tithe proprietor's agent, the public 
will have a right to the benefit of the agency. 

That their income is discoverable I affirm, and I affirm it 
under the autbcMiQ' of their own act, fmcl their own practice ; 
without going farther back than the last session, you will find 
the compensation act requires the person suing on the act to 
make a discovery of his customary income, and in some c^fcs 
discovery of his ratages for three years back on oath ; it requires 
that he should, in his affidavit, set forth that the valuation of 
1786, is made as near as possible the ratage of the three for- 
mer years ; it requires that where a valuation of the tithe of 
1786, could not be made, a valuation of the customar}' tithe 
for three years back should ; it enables the court to appomt 
persons to enquire into the fact, and call for parties and papers, 
smd thus establishes two principles, which were denied ; that 
the annual income of benefices is discoverable, and that the 
particular ratage is discoverable also : I might go back to the 
act of Henry* VIIL which requires that a commission should be 
directed to enquire into ecclesiastical benefices, and report die 
value of the same; and I might further adduce the act of 
William III. which gives to the ecclesiastical person who builds, 
two*thirds of the sum expended, which sum is to be ascertained 
by a certificate ; which certificate, by the twelfth of George IL 
ihstW contain an account of the clear yearly incon&e of the bene- 
fice. After these instances, i hope no man will deny that the 
income of the clergyman is discoverable ; particularly, when 
die compensation act of the last winter requires such a discovery 
to be made on the oath of the parson. That act was supported 
by the whole bench of bishops ; it was probably framed widi 
their advice and suggestions. They would not require their 
clergy to report on oath what they themselves conceived, or had 
maintained to be impossible ; as if it was impossible to make a 
discovery for the purpose of commutation, but for the purpose 
of compensation, easy and obvious. Thus, when I affiroi the 
discoverability of the clergyman's income, I have not only the 
authority of the church, but its oath. The net return should he 
the parson's perpetual income, subject to the exception stated 
above ', but in order to guard him against the fluctuation of cur* 
rency, I would fix the value of that income in grain ; it should 
be the value of so many barrels of wheat, to be estimated every 
seven years by the corn«office, or the clerk of the market, who 
now quarterly strikes the average value of com throughout the 
kingdom. Thus, his income should not be absolutely either 
com or money ; but the value of so much com to be patd is 
money. 
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As to the fiind from whence these receipts should arise, that 
fund should be a charge on the barony, to be levied like other 
county charges ; this method is easy, for it is already in use ; 
the head constable should be the parson's collector, and the 
county should be his securiQr. 

To this I know the objection, and it is an ^objection which 
can be best answered by those who make it« It will be said, 
that this scheme prevents the division of unions, and die encrease 
of poor livings. Apply the first fruits as they ought for the 
encrease of poor livings, and the repairs of the church, and 
then you will answer your own argument; but a fictitious and 
remote valuation for the benefit of the rich clergy has been made 
of these charitable funds, frustrating the purpose of the chsunty 
equally to the neglect of the church and poor. The luxury 
of the priest has usurped the funds of the poor and of the 
church, then sets up against both a miserable modus, and pre- 
scribes in this instance against charity and religion. 

However, if the dignitaries of the church will not, parliament 
may answer this argument, and provide for more clergy as 
occasion shall permit. You imparish by act of parliament; 
with proper provision, when you see the necessity, you may 
divide. The care of religion is placed no where, better than in 
the legislature. Popery will tell you, that when it was encirely 
left to the care of the priesthood, it was perverted and de- 
stroyed. 

But if difficulties should be made to this plan..«.and in 
order to give the church the growth of the country....there is 
another plan, a modus ; let every article which shall be subject to 
tithe be set forth in a tithing table, with certain ratages 
. annexed....let those ratages be taken, and set forth in the tithing 
table as now equivalent to so many stone of bread com. 

Let the act provide, that there shall be a septennial valuation 
of bread com, by the clerk of the market, or the proper officer. 

Let there be exemption for die rudiments of manufacture, 
and a saving for all local custom and exemptions.«..8Uch as po* 
tatoes in most places, hay in several, and such like. 

In order to form this modus, which should be provincial, not 
universal, let four provincial committees be appointed. Tou will 
see a precedent in your journals : on the report of these provin- 
cial committees, form your bilL In your bill you will probably 
think proper to give agistment, or a certain sum for head-money, 
not in addition to, but in ease of ratages on tillage. 

In forming your ratages, you will probably enquire into die 

acreable ratages now esublished, and adopt them where they 

are reasonable, and reject them where they are exorbitant.... 

where there are no acreable ratages estaUished, the contiguous 
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pariah or county, where they are established, will furnish you 
with a rule* 

If once you appoint committees, the parson and parish wiU 
both come forth with information....and from both you will col- 
lect the present ratages, and be enabled to make a rule. In 
forming this rule, you will probably think proper, to exempt the 
poor man's garden in the south Irom the tithe of potatoes. 

The true principle with respect to your peasantry', is exone- 
ration ; and if I could not take the burden entirely off their 
back, I would make ^at burden as light as possible ; I would 
exempt the peasant's cow and garden from tithe ; if I could not 
make him rich, I would do the next thing in my power; I 
would consider his poverty as sacred, and vindicate against an 
extortioner the hallowed circle of* his little boundary. The 
loss to the church might he easily compensated, particularly if 
you give agistment or head-money in ease of tillage. 

I would also relieve the north from small dues, as I would 
relieve the poor of the south from the tithe of potatoes ; and 
where these small dues had long obtained, I would make the 
parson compensation, either by giving him head-money, or by 
making an estimate of these dues, and raising them in the way 
of other county charges. Should it be said that we should as 
well exempt the peasant from rent as from tithe 5 to that uncha- 
ritable and unchristian observation, I answer, no. The land b 
not his own, but his labour is his own. The peasant is bom 
without an estate ; he is bom with hands, and no man has a na- 
tural right to the labour of those hands, unless he pays him: 
thus, when you demand the peasant's rent, }'ou ask for your 
own estate ; when you demand tithe, you ask for a portion of 
the peasant's estate, the poor man's only estate, the inheritance 
which he has in the labour of his h^d, and the sweat of his 
brow. • 

Human laws may make alterations, and when made, must be 
observed 1 but it should be the policy of human laws to follow 
the wisdom of the law of nature. 

The result of these principles, and of these committees pro- 
ceeding on the rules I have submitted, would be the benefit of 
the church, as well as the relief of the farmer, for establishiag 
a mojdus on the average ratages of a certain number of years, 
except in cases of exaction, you would give the church as much 
as they have at present, except in those inatances of uncon- 
scionable depnand ; and as the ratages would come net to the 
owner of the tithe, you would in fact, on this principle, pve the 
church more ; the spoil of the tithe-farmer would, therefore, 
enable you even to lower the ratage, and yet, give more to the 
church ; so that the result would probably be, that the moderate 
pljergyman would get more, and the uncharitable cltrgytnan 
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)|rould get less, which would be a distribution of justice^ as well 
%s of property* Havipg once agreed on the modus, I would 
wish to give the clergy or lay-impropriator, for the recovery of 
their income, any mode they choose to appoint, civil bill, or any 
other method, and then you wiU save them the charge and dis- 
grace of an expensive agency, which expence arises from the 
difficulty of the recovery and the uncertainty of the demand ; 
and if you add the facility and cheapness of collection with the 
certainty of income to the quantum under the modus oh the 
principles I have stated, you will find the value of the church 
property would, even in the opinion of a notary public, be en- 
creased, though the imaginary claim would be circumscribed 
and diminished. Thi^ is no commutation, no innovation ; here 
is only a regulation of tithe, and an abolition of tithe-farmers, 
and of those abuses which have grown out of the uncertainty of 
tithe ; it takes from tithe its deadly sting, uncertainty, and 
makes it cease to be a growing penaky on extraordinary labour ; 
and it puts the question directly to the moderation of the church, 
will you insist on indefinite demand, and unconscionable ratage, 
as an essential part of the Christian religion, or the Protestant 
establishment ? The Bill is the answer to this question, even 
though the clerg}'man should be silent ; and it is therefore I 
press tliis method the more, because it does not involve the sub- 
ject in speculation, nor rest the redress of the peasantry on tho 
ingenuity of system, but makes that relief a matter of modera- 
tion, and of Christian charity : were you disposed to go farther 
you might form, on this regulation, a commutation which should 
more effectually relieve the plow, and should, at the same time, 
give the benefit of the growth of the country to the church : let 
a person in each parish be appointed in vestry by the parson 
and the parishioners, and if they do not agree, let each appoint^ 
their own, who shall every year make a return of acres under 
tillage to applotters, who shadl make a valuation of the same ac- 
cording to a tithing table, such as I have stated to be establish- 
ed by act of parliament, and that valuation to be raised in the 
manner of other baronial charges ; thus the parson's income 
would increase with the extent of tillage, without falling prin- 
cipally on the plow* The principle of this plan, if you choose 
to go beyond a modus, is obvious ; the mechanical part of this, 
and of the other regulation which I have submitted, will be best 
detailed in the provincial committees, if you shall choose to ap- 
point them, for, in fact, your plan must arise out of the enquiry, 
and the resolutions of diese committees, and the great difficulty* 
on the subject is your aversion to the enquiry* There are other 
difficulties, I allow, the difficulties of pride, the difficulties of 
passion, the difficulties of bigotry, contraction of the head, and 
hardness of the heart* Tithes are made more respectable than 



100 APPENDIX. 

md taperior to any other kind of property. The faig^ priest 
•will not take a parliamentary title ; that is, in other words, be 
diinks they have a divine right to tithe. 

Whence I None from the Jews ; the priesthood of the Jews 
had not the tenth ; the Levites had the tenth, because they had 
no other inheritance ; but Aaron and his sons had but the tenth 
of that tenth ; that is, the priesthood of the^ Jews had but the 
hundredth part, the rest was for other uses ; for the rest of the 
Levites, and for the poor, the stranger, the widow^ the orphan, 
and the temple* But supposing the Jewish priesthood had the 
tenth, which they certainly had not ; the Christian priesthood 
does not claim under them. Christ was not a Levite, nor of 
the tribe of Levi, nor of the Jewish priesthood, but came to 
protest against that priesthood, their worship, their ordinances, 
their passover, and their circumcision. Will a Christian priest- 
hood say it was meet to put down the Jewish, but meet like- 
wise to seize on the spoil ; as if their riches were of dirise 
rig^ though their religion was not ; as if Christian disinterest- 
edness mipit take the land, and the tithe given in lieu of land, 
and possessed of both, and divested of the charity, exdaim 
against the avarice of the Jews I 

The Aposdes had no tithe, they did not demand it ; they and 
he whose mission they preached, protested against the princi- 
ple OD which tithe is founded. ^^ C»Ty neither scrip, nor purse, 
^^ aor shoes ; into whatever house ye go say, peace.'^ Here is 
concord and contempt of riches, not tithe. ^^ Take no thou^ 
*^ what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink, nor for your bodies 
*^ what ye shall put on ;" so said Christ to his Apostles* Does 
this look like a right in his priesthood to a tenth of the goods of 
the community I 

^ Beware of covetou8ness....8eek not what ye shall eat, but 
^ seek the kingdom of God*** 

^ Give ^ms.*..provide yourselves with bags that wax not M, 
^ a treasure in Heaven which faileth nou" This does not 
look like a right in the Chrisdan priesthood to the tenth of 
|he goods of the community exempted from the poor's diri- 
dead. 

^ Distribute unto die poor, and seek treasure in Heaven.'' 

^ Take care that your hearts be not charged with surfeiting^ 
^ and drunkenness, and the cares of this life." 

One should not diink that our Saviour was laying the founds* 
tion of tithe, but cutting up the roots of the claim, and pro(^ 
ficaUy admonishing some of the modem priesthood. If these 
precepts are of divme right, tithes cannot be so ; the precept 
which orders a contempt of riches, the claim which demands a 
tenth of the fruits of the earth for the ministers of the gospel* 
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The peasantry in apostolic times had been the object of cha«* 
lity, not oi exaction. Those to whose cabin die tithe-farmer 
has gone for tivhe of turf, and to whose garden he has gone for 
the tiihe potatoes, die Apostles would have visited likewise ; but 
diey would have visited with contribution, not for exaction :' 
the poor had shared widi.the Aposdes, though they contribute 
to the churchman. 

The gospel is not an argument for, but against the right di« 
vine of tithe ; so are the first fathers of the church. 

It is the boast of TertuUian, *^ Nemo compeUitur sed ^onte 
^ confert iusc quasi deposUd sunt pittatis/^ 

^^ With us men are not under the necessity of redeeming 
^ their religion, -what we have is not raised by compulsion, each 
^^ contributes what he pleases ; modicam unuaquisque atipendhtm 
^ vel cum velitj et ti modo veUt^ et ai modo posset; what we re« 
^ ceive we bestow on the poor, the old, tne orphan, and the 
** infirm.'' ♦ 

Cyprian, the bishop of Carthage, tells you, the expences of 
die church are frugal and sparing, but her charity great ; he 
calls the clergy his fratres sportubmtes ; a fratemiQr living by 
contribution. 

Forsake, says Origen, the priests of Pharaoh, who have 
earthly possessions, and come to us who have none : we must 
not consume what belongs to the poor ; we must be content 
with simple fare, and poor apparel. 

Chrysostome, in the close of the fourth century, declares, 
diat there was no practice of tithes in the former ages ; and 
Erasmus says, that die attempt to demand them was no better 
than tyranny. 

But there is an authority still higher dian die opinions of die 
fathers ; there is the authority of a council ; the council of An« 
tioch, in the fourth century, which declares, that bishops may 
distribute the goods of the church, but must take no part to 
themselves, nor to the priests that lived with them, unless ne« 
cessity required them jusdy ; ^* have food and raiment^ be 
*^ therewith content." 

This was the state of the church in its purity ; in the fifdi 
century decimation began, and Chrisdanity declined ; then in* 
deed the right of tithe was advanced, and advanced into a style 
that damned it* The preachers who advanced the doctrine 
placed all ChrisUan virtue in the payment of tithe. They said 
that the Christian religion, as we say the Protestant religion,^ 
depended on it. They said, that those who paid not their dthes, 
would be found guilty before God ; and if they did not give 
the tenth, that God would reduce the country to a tenth. Bias* 
phemous preachers....gross ignorance of the nature of things.... 
impudent fSuniliarity with the ways of God.t.taudacious, assum- 
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ed knowledge of his judgments, and a false denunciation of his 
vengeance* And yet even these rapacious, blasphemous men 
did not acknowledge to demand tithe for themselves, but the 
poor, .♦•alms! the debt of charity ....the poor's patrimony. "We 
" do not limit you to a precise sum ; but you will not give less 
" than the Jcws"....^mm4r swU tributa egentium animarum recU 
de tributa pauperibus, Augustine goes on and tells you, that 
as many poor as die in your neighbourhood for want, you not 
paying tithe, of so many murders will you be found guilty, at 
the tribunal of God....tonf0r2/m homicidiorum reus ante tribunal 
eterm judicis apparebit. Let us, says St. Jerome, at least fol- 
low the example of the Jews, and part of the whole give to the 
priest and the poor* To these authorities we are to add, the 
decree of two councils..4.the provincial council of Mascon, in 
the close of the sixth century, and the decree of the council of 
Nantz, in the close of the ninth. The first orders that tithes 
may be brought in by the people, that the priest may expend 
them for the use of the poor, and the redemption of captives. 
The latter decrees, that the clergy are to use the tithes, not as 
a propert)% but a trMsu..»noji quasi suis sedcommendatism 

It was not the table of the priest, nor his domestics, nor his 
apparel, nor his influence, nor his ambition ; but a Christian 
equipage of tender virtues..*.the widow, the orphan, and the 
poor ; they did not demand the tithe as a corporation of pro- 
prietors, like an East India Company, or a South Sea Compa- 
ny, with great rights of property annexed, distinct from the 
community, and from religion ; but as trustees, humble trustees 
to God, ai^d die poor, pointed out they presumed by excess of 
holiness ,kad contempt of riches. Nor did they resort to de- 
cimation, even under these plausible pretensions, until forced 
by depredation committed by themselves on one another. The 
goods of the church of whatever kind, were at first in common, 
distributed to the support of the church, and the provision of 
the poor ; but at length the more powerful part, those who at- 
tended the courts of princes ; they who intermeddled in state 
affairs, the busy high priest, and the servile, seditious, clerical 
politician ; and particularly the abbots who had engaged in war, 
and had thair pretence for extortion, usurped the fund, left the 
business of prayer to the inferior clergy, and the inferior clergy 
to tithe and the people« 

Thus the claim of tithe originated in real extortion, and was 
propagated by affected charity ; at first, for the poor and the 
church, afterwards subject to the fourfold division, the bishop, 
the fabric, the minister, and the poor ; this in Europe. 

In England tithe is not founded on divine right, but was said 
to be introduced by murder. A King of Mercia in the seventh 
century assassinates another Prince in a most barbarous man- 
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ner, and grants, with what power I know not, die tenth of his 
subjects' goods, for absolution ; but in England, as elsewhere, 
the fourfold division took place ; so says Blackstone* 

Nay the preamble of the grant of Stephen recognizes tithe to 
be alms. 

Since it is divulged far and near by the church, that souls 
may receive absolution by the grant of ahns, ^^ I, Stephen, to 
^^ save my own soul, that of my father's^ and that of my mother's, 
" and my relations." 

Then he goes oh and grants or confirms tithes and other 
things* 

Nay, there are two acts of parlilament express, one the Idth, 
Richard II* providing that for the appropriation of benefices, 
there shall be provision made for the vicar and the poor*^ 

The cause of this act of parliament were benefices given to 
persons who did not, or could not preach, lay petsons, some* 
times nun?, (as we give them to non-residentsj to the neglect 
of the poor's portion* 

These principles were departed from, and the trust most 
undoubtedly buried in oblivion ; but let me add, the Christian 
religion was forgotten likewise. 

Hence the reformation bringing back christianit}* to its old 
purity ; and hence a superior and milder order of priests, who 
purged the spiritual and some of the temporal abominations, 
but did not entirely relinquish the claim to the tithe ; though I 
must own great numbers have too much purity to insist on it ; 
a claim which I have shewn to have been in its creation an en* 
croachment on the laiQr, and in its application an encroachment 
on the poor. No divine right, no, nor natural right : the law oiF 
nature and the law of God are the same ; the law of nature 
doth not give property, but the law of nature abhors that dis- 
proportion of property which is to be found in the claim of 900 
or 1000 men to the 10th of the goods of 3,000,000 ; a claim in 
the 3000th part of the community to the 10th of its property ; 
surfeit on the part of the few ; famine on the part of the' many ; 
a distribution of the fruits of the earth ; impossible, beasdy^ 
shocking in itself, and when accompanied with a claim to 
extravagant moderation and purinr, ridiculous and disgusting ; 
a claim against the proportions of Nature and the precepts of 
the gospel. 

* Because divers damans and hindrances have oftentimes happened by the 
appropriation of benefices in some places ; it is ajpreed, that in every licence it 
shall be expressly comprised, that the diocesan of the place shall ordain^ 
according to the value of such churched a convenient sum of money shall be 
paid and distributed yearly out of the fruits and profits of some churches to * 
the poor parishioners of some churches in aid of their sustenance for ever; ' 
Ukewise that the vicar b« well and sufficiently eadowcd. Statute Henry IV* 
confirms this act. 

VOL. ill. N 
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I know there are acts of pariiament on this subject. The act 
of Henry VIII. which requires the setting out of the tithe ; as 
act of collection, not creation ; an act which had the lay impro- 
priator in view, and which seems to take for granted a claim of 
superstition founded on the pretence of charity. I know there 
are many subsequent acts (which are called tithe bills) intended 
to assist the collection of customary, not full tithe,, and in that 
confidence granted by parliament. I am not now enquiring 
whether the claim to the full tithe is legal, but whether the 
application of that tithe for the sole purpose of supporting the 
priest is an usurpation. And, I have shewn you that tithe wai 
a charity, subject to the support of the poor in the first place, 
and the priest in the last. I have shewn you that tithe does net 
stand on the delicate ground of private property. I have shewi 
you, that it was a trust converted into a, property, by abuse; 
which abuse the legislature may control, witliout sacrilege or 
robbery* If a right to the full tenth is yet insisted on, give 
them the full tenth, on the principles on which alone they at 
£rst ventured to demand it, subject to a poor rate ^ let the trust 
be executed ; let widows and orphans share it f let the house 
of industry and the various hospitals and infirmaries share it; 
let the house of God (now a hovel repaired at the expenceof* 
parliament, though, by the cannon law, it should be repaired bj 
the priesthood^ share it ; let the poorer order of peasastiy sbart 
it. if the clergy wil^ insist on taking the full tithes of his pou- 
toes, if they take the staff out of his hands, they must carry the 
peasant on their shoulders. Thus, the clergy insisting on the 
ifummum jusj and the \sAty en the summa Jastitioy the former 
would not be richer b}' the change. I should on such a cbangCt 
condole with die church,, and congratulate the poor ; and I 
should applaud the discretion^ as well as the moderation, of 
those excellent pastors, who did not rake up fvom the ashes of 
superstition, this claim to the tenth, but were satisfied with 
competence and character, and brotherly love, and a right 
to live by their ministry, a right set forth in the gospel, and 
Which nature had set fortli, even though the go^iel had beea 
silent. 

" ImpractxcaUe,....impracticabIe,....impracticab}e^'' a zcalow 
.divine will say, any alteration is beyond the power and wisdom 
of parliament ; above the faculties of man to make adequate 
provision for 900 clergymen who demise riches! %vere it to raise 
a new tax for their provision, or for that of a body less hdyi 
how easy the task! how various the means! but, when the 
proposal is to diminish a tax already established, an impossibility 
glares us in the face, of a measure so contrary to our practice* 
b^th in church and state. 
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If you think the property of the church divmc, and thatXrhen 
you affect it at all^ you touch pa holy things, then call the pro* 
posal and call the reformation prophane, sacrilegious, blas- 
phemous, but never call the proposal impracticable. How are 
the clergy paid in Holland f by fixed salary. How in Scotland ? 
hy fixed salary, never less than 1000 marks, nor more than 3000; 
Are the clergy in Scodand deficient? Has histor}' no obligation 
to the clergy of that sagacious people ? How are tlie civil, 
military, and revenue establishments paid in Ireland ? by fixed 
salary. You have not found it difficult, but fatally facile to 
create such salaries* In these last twenty yeara, you have 
created not a few, atid you have done this for laymen, 19 whom 
salary was the principal object; but for the church, where the 
provision, (he temporal consideration is but secondary, a mode- 
rate means for the support of the great duty of .prayer ; to 
suppose the regulation, or ev<en moderation of that provision 
impracticable, annexes a most transcendent importance to what 
is gross and temporal^ and a comparative insignificance to what 
is pure and spiritual, and throws a certain complection of gross- 
ness, and inabstinence on certain devout and most learned con- 
troversialists. 

If indeed you conceive what is given in commutation should 
be equal to the tenth of your produce, the impracticability is 
admitted. While I admire the enormity of the suggestion, I 
acknowledge the impracdcability of die execution of it. I 
believe the legislature will never agree to give them the tenth 
eithetr in commutation or tithe, both are impracticable, such a 
claim, and such a commutation, that 900 men should have the 
tenth of the property of 3,000,000 i and you will find we are 
much more ; the custom of the country, the modus of several 
places, your own vote of agistment, and above all the interest of 
religion, and of frugal piety forbid it^ give diem the tenth and 
you give away your religion ; but if you mean a commutation 
for customary profits, not extravagant claims, I think I have 
shewn you that commutation is not impracticable; I have shewn 
you how their present livings can be discovered, and can be 
commuted : the value is not an impenetrable mystery ; there is 
hardly a parish in which you could avoid to find twelve respec* 
table parishioners who would ascertain their ratages, and their 
income ; nor is there a clergyman who could not tell you, nor 
a tithe farmer, nor a tithe-proctor, nor a bishop, for he in his 
^^c with the minister about translation generally gives in a 
schedule* of the vadue of the livings in his diocese. I think it 
unnecessary to add, that there are several acts, and one of the 
last session, requiring such a discovery, and the ratages in cer- 
tain cases to be made on oath» 
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Men are* apt to drgae as if an error in that discovery might 
be fatal, as if the essence of religion was in the quantum of 
solid food, and as if 30L a year more, or SO/, less, would be % 
difference decisive as to the propa^tion of the gospeL The 
inaccuracy that may at|end the various ways of information 
on this subject cannot be much, and if it shall in a small degree 
lower the great livings and raise the small, cannot be fataL 

I should not wish to give the ministers of the gospel less 
than they have at present, except in some cases of hsudship and 
ei(tortion ; but suppose some of them did receive less, would 
the church fall? The importance and die difficulty of accuracy 
on this question are both over«»rated« 

This objection of impracticability therefore against a com« 
mutation is but a pretence, and against a modus is not even a 
pretence; or is it impracticable to enquire into the present 
ratages, and on that information to proceed I If so, if this step 
is impracticable, the abuses that grow out of tithes are incura- 
ble, and then you ought to reject the system of tithe as an 
incorrigible evil, and recur to another mode of paying your 
clergy. If a modus be impossible, a commutation is neces- 
sary. 

We are too apt to conceive public cares impracticable ; every 
thing bold and radical in the shape of public redress is termed 
impracticable. 

I remembt^r when a declaration of right was thought imprac* 
ticable ; when the independency of rhe Irish parliament was 
thought impracticable ; when the establishment of a free trade 
was thought impracticable ; when the restoration of the judica- 
ture of our peers was thought impracticable ; when an exclusion 
of the legislative power of the council was thought impractica- 
ble ; when a limited mutiny-bill with Irish arudes of war in 
the body of it, and the declaration of right in its front, was 
thought impracticable; when the formation of a tenantry-bill, 
for securing to the tenantry of Ireland their leasehold interest 
was thought impracticable ; and yet those things have not only 
come to pass, but form the base on which we stand. Never was 
there ai countr}% to which the argument of impracticability was 
less applicable than Ireland. 

Ireland is a great capacity not yet brought into action ; much 
has been civilised, much has been reclaimed, but something is 
to be redressed ; the lower orders of the people claim your 
attention ; the best husbandry M the husbandry of the human 
creature. What! can you reclaim the tops of your mountains^ 
and cannot you improve your people i Every animal, except 
the tiger, (as I have heard) is capable of being reclaimed ; the 
method is to feed, to feed after a long hunger ; you have with 
your own peasantry began the process, and you had better com- 
plete the experiment^ ^ 
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Inadequate, inadequate ! interposes the advocate for exac* 
tion ; the rich will intercept the relief intended by parliament. 

This objection supposes the condition of the peasantry to be 
poor in the last dtgree ; it supposes that condition to arise from 
various complicated causes ; low price of labour, high price of 
land, number of absentees, and other causes, and it refers the 
poor to the hangman for regulation, and to providence for re- 
lief; and it justifies this abandonment of one part of the com- 
munity, by a crimination of the other : on a surmise that the 
upper orders of men in this country are complete extortioners, 
and would convert abatement of tidie into increase of rent, and 
thus intercept the justice of parliament* Here I must abso- 
lutely and instantly deny the fact ; the landlords are not as de- 
scribed ; expensive frequently I allow ; but an hospitable, a hu- 
mane and affectionate people ; the genius of the Irish nation is 
affection ; the gentlemen are not extortioners by nature, nor (as 
the tithe farmer is) by profession. In some cases they do set 
their land too high, in many not, and on that head they are daily 
becoming more reasonable. 

Your magistracy-bill, your riot-act, your compensation-bill, 
what becomes of the authority of these laws with the lower orders, 
if you argue them into a conviction, that the landlords of Ire- 
land, that is the landed interest who passed these acts in their 
collective capacity, are in their individual capacity but so many 
extortioners I Look to the fact, to their leases for thirty-one 

! rears, or three lives ; not like bishop's leases : look to their 
ahds, not like church lands. See the difference between the 
lands of laymen, who have an interest in the inheritance, and of 
church men, who have only the e$prit de corpa^ that is, a false 
and barren pride in the succession ; look to the landlords' con-r 
duct ; they passed a tenantry-bill, the bishops rejected a leasee 
bill, and have almost uniformly resisted every bill that tended 
to the improvement of the country. If by the remotest possi«* 
bility, their body could be in the smallest degree prejudiced in 
the most insignificant of its least warrantable pretensions ; but 
if still you doubt, call forth the tenantr}*, and put the question 
to them ; do not take your opinion from the oppressor ; ask the 
oppressed, and they will tell you what we know already, that 
the great oppression is tithe ; the middle-man's over-reaching, 
as in many instances, I acknowledge he is, (compared to the 
tithe-fiotner's) is mercy. Suppose him as destitute of com- 
punction, he is not armed with the same powers of torture, 
though he had the same genius for oppression ; he has not his 
own tribunals, nor can he put the countryman to expence of at- 
tending on Vicar's Courts, nor of watching his crop, nor of de- 
laying his harvest home, nor of notices, nor summonses, nor of 
drinking at his ale-house, while the value of the tithe is com- 
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pute<l, nor of all that train of circumstances and chai'ge with 
which the uncertain dues of the church are now collected, at 
the expence of the morals of the people* 

But if the charge was founded in fact, it is not an argument, 
and has nothing to sa3''to the question, where similar exertions 
of oppression, if morally probable, are rendered legally iinpos- 
sible. The landlord cannot in consequence of exemption from 
tithe, raise his rent on his lessees, during the continuance of the 
term. Now, do you imagine that it is the cottier only, and not 
the lessee also, that complains of tithe? they are both aggriev- 
ed ; the tenantry* of Ireland are aggrieved, the liessee therefore 
must be relieved by the plan, and the cottier cannot be equally 
oppressed, because he agrees for his rent before he sows his 
crop, but pays his tithe aiterwards ; the latter of course must 
be, and the former cannot be, a charge for his extraordinary 
labour. Rent is a charge on land, tithe on labour, the one 'defi- 
nite, the other indefinite ; they are not convertible ; encrease your 
rent under any pretence, still it must avoid the essential evil of 
tithe ; the evil of being arbitrary ; a tax rising with industrv. 
Suppose the severest case, one pound an acre advanced rent for 
potatoe ground, the cottier by extraordinary labour, works him- 
self comparatively out of his rent, and into a grcat<:r tithe } thus 
extortion by rent, is but a cruel compulsion on extraordinary 
labour, but tithe a penalt}'. 

There are certain arguments, which leading to something 
absurd and nonsensical, are stricken out of the tribe of logic ; 
those arguments should meet the same fate which lead to some- 
thing that is worse than either nonsense or absurdity, to cruelty 
and to oppression. Of this tribe is the reasoning I now combat, 
an argument which would leave the landlords without charac- 
ter, to leave the common people without redress ; I condemn 
the premises, but I abhor the conclusion. What ! should the 
clergy oppress the poor, because the landlords (as is alleged) do 
so already ? because the latter (as is alleged) overvalue land, 
shall the church overcharge labour i because the peasant pays 
(as ir- alleged) sometimes five or six pounds per acre for his 
land, shall he pay twelve or twenty shillings to the parson for 
his potatoes ? The premises of this argument impeach the cha- 
racter of the higher order, and the conclusion would steel one 
order against the other, and the result of such reasoning would 
leave you (what it affects to find you) wicked and miserable ; 
and common sense and Christian charity lift up their hands 
against such an opprobrious premise, and such a pernicious 
conclusion. 

If such were the state of our countn% the church should in- 
tcrpose and give a good example, and not foHow a bad one ; 
they should sar, we will take the lead ; we will ourselves mo» 
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derate the ciuictions which oppress the poor ; if the rich take 
the advantage, and frustrate our pious intentions, we are not in 
fault ; the character of religion is free, her ministers do not par- 
ticipate the plunder of the people* The vote of agistment left 
the measure I propose practicable, and made it necessary ; by 
that vote you sent the parson from the demesne of the gende- 
tnan into the garden of the cottager ; by that vote you said you 
shall not tax us ; it remains for you to say, you shall not tithe 
the poof unconscionably ; but, going as far as that vote and no 
farther, you-declare to the proprietors of tithe, ^^ Tithe the poor 
as you please^ provided we do not pay you,** and this is what 
some mean by their zeal in the support of the church ; this id 
the more exceptionable, when you recollect that of the poor who 
pay your clerg)', there are numbers, of a different religion, who» 
of course receive no consideration from your clergy, and must 
pay another clergy. The protestant interest may require that 
these should contribute to the Protestant establishment ; but 
the proportion and the manner in which you now make them 
contribute, redounds but little to Protestant honour, either in 
church or state. 

Aye ! but will you encourage tumult? Will you reward the 
. White-boy? Will you give a premium to disturbance ?..«#Sir^ 
do not advert so lig^dy to the state of this country, nor pass so 
auperciliously over general distress, as to think that the Right- 
boy or White-boy, (or l^ whatever other vagrant denominatioa 
tumult delights to describe itself} are the only persons who suf- 
fer by the present state of tithes ; there are two other descrip- 
tions who are oppressed by them, those who did nothing in the 
late d>9turbance, and those who took part to quell them* Can 
you suppose so many would have been neutral in the suppres- 
sion, if they had not been a party to the oppression I and hav^ 
you complained of the languor of your magistracy, and the su^ 
pineness of the Protestant country gentlemen, without advert- 
ing to the reason ? The tumult was confined, but the suffering 
was extensive* But there is another body of men who suffer^ 
they who took part to suppress* Have they any pretensions i 
Do you deny that they are sufferers i they will come to the bar 
and prove it ; they will prove two things very material, very 
worthy your attention, their merit and their suffering* 

Yes, but will you innovate ? Admit this argument, and we 
sit here to consecrate abuses* The statutes of Mortmain were 
innovations ; the suppression of monasteries innovation ; the 
reformation innovation ; for, what is the Protestant religion^ 
but the interposition df parliament, rescuing Christianity from 
abuses introduced by its own priesthood ? 

Institutions divine and human corrupt by their nature or by 
ours ; the best human institution, the British constitution, did 
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so corrupt, that, at different periods, it was anarchy, oligarcliy, 
despotism, and was restored by parliament. 

The only divine institution we know of, the Christian reli- 
gion, did so corrupt, as to have become an abomtoation, and was 
rescued by act of parliament. 

Life, like establishments, declines, disease is the lot of nature, 
we oppose its progress by strong remedies, we drink a fresh 
life at some medicinal fountain, or we find a specific in some 
salubrious herb : Will you call these restoratives, innovation on 
the physical (economy? Why then, in the political <£conoiDy, 
those statutes which purge the public weal, and from time to 
time guard that firm animal man against the evils to which civil 
society is exposed, the encrpachments of the priest and the po* 
litictan. 

It is then on a false surmise of our nature, this objection ; we 
live by a succession of amendment i such is the history of mas, 
such above all, is the history of religion, where amendment was 
ever opposed ; and those cant expressions, the supportiag 
church and state, were ever advanced to continue the abases of 
both. On those occasions prejudices from the ragged battle^ 
ment of superstition ever screened innpvation. When our 
Elizabeth established the Protestant religion, she was called ao 
innovatress ; when Luther began the reformation, he wKS called 
an innovator ; nay, when Herod and the high priest Caiaphas 
(and high priests of all religions are the same) heard that oae 
had gone forth into the multitude preaching, gathering the poor 
like the hen under her wing, saying to the rich, give unto the 
poor, and look for treasures in heaven, and take heed that your 
hearts be not overcharged with luxury, surfeit, and the cares of 
this life ; I say, when Herod and the high priest saw the au- 
thor of the Christian religion, thus giving comfort and counte* 
nance, and hope to the poor, they were astonished, they felt in 
his rebuke of their own pomp and pride, and gluttony and beast- 
liness, great innovation ; the felt in the sublimity of his moral, 
great innovation ; they saw, in the extent of his public care, 
great innovation, and accordingly they conspired against their 
Saviour, as an innovator ; and, under the pretence of support- 
ing what they called the Church and State, they stigmatized 
the redemption of man, and they crucified the Son of God. 

If we were desirous to retort on the church the argument oi 
innovation.«..its own history is fertile ; what is the idea of pro- 
perty in the church, but an innovation ? their conversion of 
property from the great body of the Christians, to their own 
use ? innovation....their temporal power ? innovation.«-their ap 
plication for donations, equal to tenth? innovation«...the con- 
version of these donations to their own use ? innovation...«their 
excluding the fabric of the church as well as the poor, from the 
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benefit of those donations ? innovations.«..their various tithe 
bills ? innovation**.«their Riot-act i innovati£H[i*««4heir Compen« 
sation-act? innovation* 

To judge of the objection of innovation against my plan, see 
what that plan does not do ! 

It does not affect the doctrine of our religion.*.«it does not' 
alter the church establishmentM..it does not effect the constitu- 
tion of episcopacy. The modus does not even alter the mode 
of their provision, it only limits the quantum ; and litnits it oil 
principles much less severe than that charity which they preachy 
or that abstinence which they inculcate. Is this innovation i 
Moderation, innovation ! as if the Protestant religion were to 
be propagated in Ireland, like the influence of a minister, by 
bribery ; or like the influence of a county candidate, by money; 
or like the cause of a potwalloping canvasser, by the weight of 
the purse ; as if Christ could not prevail over the earth, unless 
Mammon took him by the hand. Am I to understand, that if 
you give the parson 12^. in the acre for potatoes, and 10^. for 
wheat, the Protestant religion is safe on its rock ; but if you 
reduce him to 6«. the acre for potatoes and wheat, then Jupiter 
shakes the Heaven with his thunder.... Neptune rakes up the 
deep with his trident, and Pluto leaps from his throne ?....argi^ 
ments and appetites which depart from Christian purity, are 
best illustrated by Heathen mythology. See the curate....he 
rises at six to morning prayers ; he leavfss company at six for 
evening prayer; he baptizes, he marries, he churches, he buries^ 
he follows with pious offices his fellow-creature from the cradle 
to the grave....for what inu||£nse income !....what riches to re- 
ward these inestimable setwes i Do not depend on the penury 
of the laity. Let Ins own order value his deserts ; 50/. a year; 
50/. for praying, for christening, for marrying, for churching^ 
for bur3nng, for following with Christian offices his fellow-crea^ 
ture from cradle to grave....so frugal a thing is devotion, so 
cheap religion, so easy the terms on which man may worship his 
Maker, and so small the income in the opinion of ecclesiastics, 
sufficient for the duties of a clergyman, as far as he is connected 
at all with the Christian religion. 

I think the curate has by far too little.«..bIoated with the full 
tenth, I think the church would have abundantly too much. 

The provision of the church is not absolute property, like ani 
sstate, but payment for a duty : it is a salary for prayer, not the 
gift of God independent of the duty. He did not send his Soq 
to suffer on earth, to establish a rich priesthood, but to save 
9iankind....it is the donation of the laity, for the duty of pray- 
er. The labourer deserves higher for doing his duty....he is 
paid not as a high priest, but a pastor in his evangelic, not hi? 

VOL. m, 
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corporate capactty«.«.when he desires to live by his ministiy, be 
demands his right ; when he desires the tenth of your wealth, 
he demands your right ; and he presumes riches to be the right 
of the church, instead of supposing what he ought, the Gospel 
to be the right of the people, and competency for preach* 
ing the Gospel, not luxury, to be the right, as it is the profession 
of the church. A provision for the Minister of the Gospel 
on its own principles, keeping clear of the two extremes, poverty 
on one side, and riches on the other ; both are avocations from 
prayer ; poverty, which is a struggle how to live, and riches, 
tvhich are an pccupation how to spend. But of the two extremes, 
I should dread riches.*., and above all, such indefinite riches as 
the tenth of the industry, capital, and land of 3,000,000, would 
heap in the kitchens of 900 clergymen....an impossible propor- 
tion ; but if possible, an avocation of a very wordly kind, intro- 
ducing gratifications of a very temporal nature....passions 
different from the precepts of the Gospel....ambition, pride, and 
vain glory. Add to this acquisition of the tenth....the litigation 
which must attend it ; and tl>e double avocation of luxury and 
law : conceive a war of citations, contempts, summonses, civil 
bills, proctors, attomies, and all the voluminous train of discord, 
carried on at the suit of the man of peace....by the plaintiff in 
the pulpit, against the defendants, his congregation. It is a 
strong argument against the tenth, that such claim is not only 
inconsistent with the nature of things, but absolutely incom- 
patible with the exercise of the Christian religion. Had the 
Aposdes advanced, among the Jews, pretensions to the tenth of 
die produce of Judea,- they woul^§ot have converted a less 
perverse generation ; but they were^umble and inspired men.... 
they went forth in humble guise, with naked fopt, and brought 
to every man's door in his own tongue, the true belief; their 
word prevailed against the potentates of the earth, and on the 
ruin of the barbaric pride, and pontific luxur)'....they placed the 
naked majesty of the Christian religion. 

This light was soon put down by its own ministers, and on 
its extinction a beastly and pompous priesthood ascended. 
Political potentates, not Christian pastors....full of false zeal, 
full of worldly pride, and full of gluttony. ...empty of the true 
religion. To their flock oppressive, to their inferior clergy 
brutal, to their king abject, and to their God impudent and 
familiar ; they stood on the altar, as a stepping stool to the 
throne, glozing in the ear of princes, whom they poisoned with 
crooked principles and heated advice, and were a faction against 
their king, when they were not his slaves ; ever the dirt under 
his feet, or a poignard in his heart. 

Their power went down ; it burst of its own plethory, when 
a poor reformer, with the Gospel in his hand, and in the inspir- 
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ed spirit of poverty^ restored the Christian religion...»the same 
pri.iciple which introduced Christianity guided reformation* 
What Luther did for us, philosophy has done in some degree 
for the Roman Catholics, and that religion has undergone a 
silent reformation, and both divisions of Christianity, unless 
they 4iave lost their understanding, must have lost their ani- 
mosity, though they have retained their distinctions. The 
priesthood of Europe is not now what it was once ; their reli* 
gion has encreased as their power has diminished* In these 
countries particularly, for the most part, they are a mild order of 
^men, with less dominion and more piety ; therefore, their char- 
acter for the most part may be described in few words..*, 
morality, enlightened by letters, and exalted by religion....such 
many of our parochial clergy, with some exceptions however, 
particularly in some of the disturbed parts of the kingdom.... 
such some of the heads of the church..**such the very head of 
the church in Ireland. That comely personage, who presides 
over a vast income, and thinks he has great revenues, but is 
mistaken, being in fact nothing more than the steward of the 
poor, and a mere instrument in tlie hand of Providence, making 
the best possible distribution ^f the fruits of the earth; nay, 
there are ofidhe church some superior to the prejudice which on 
the subjec^z tithes may be expected. Of all institutions, sayj^ 
Paley, adverse to cultivation, none so noxious as tithe....not 
only a tax on industry, but the industry that feeds mankind ; it 
is true ! the mode of providing for the church is exceptionable, 
and in some parts of Ireland has been, I apprehend, attended 
with very considerable abuses : these are what I wish to submit 
to you ; you will enquire whether in some cases the demands 
for tithes have not been illegal, the collection of them oppressive, 
the excess of demand uncharitable, and the growth of it con- 
siderable and oppressive. 

Whether in all cases the tithe-farmer has been a merciful 
pastor, the tithe proctor an upright agent, and even the vicar 
himself a most uubiassed judge. 

In this enquiry, or in forming some regulations from this 
enquiry, you will not be withheld by the arguments of pride^ 
bigotry, and prejudice; that argument, which reflecting on God 
maintains the sacred right of exactions ; that other argument, 
which reflecting on parliament denies your capacity to give 
redress ; that other argument, which reflecting on human nature 
supposes that you inflame mankind by redressing their grievan- 
ces ; that other argument, which traduces the landed interest 
of Ireland as an extortioner, and belies one part of the commu- 
nity to continue the miseries of the other....an argument of 
calumny, an argument of cruelt}% . Least of all should you be 
withheld by that idle intimation stufied into the speech from the 
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throne, suggesdng that the church is in danger, and holding out 
from that awful seat of authority, false lights to the nation, as if 
we had doated back to the nonsense of Sacheverel's days, and 
were lo be ridden once more by the fools and bigots. Parliament 
is not a bigot«...you are no sectary, no polemic*, .it is your duty 
to unite alionen, to manifest brotherly love, and confidence to aU 
men....the parental sentiment is the true principle of govern- 
ment. Men are ever finally disposed to be governed by the 
instrument of their happiness. The mystery of government 
would you learn it? look on the Gospel, and make the source of 
•your redemption the rule of authority, and like the hen in the 
Scripture, expand your wings and take in all your people. 

Let bigotry and schism, the zealot's fire, the high pries^a 
intolerance, through all their discordancy, tremble, w^e an 
enlightened parliament, with arms of general protection, over- 
arches the whole community, and roots the Protestant ascen- 
dency in the sovereign mercy of its nature ; laws of coercion, 
perhaps necessary, certainly severe, you have put forth already, 
but your great engine of power, you have hitherto kept back ; 
that engine, which the pride of the bigot, nor the spite of the 
zealot, nor the ambition of the high, nor the arsenal of the con* 
queror, nor the inquisition with its jaded rack andyde criminal, 
never thought of: the engine which armed widi physical and 
moral blessing comes forth, and overlays mankind by services ; 
the engine of redress....this is government, and this the only 
description of government worth your ambition. Were I to 
raise you to a great act, I should not recur to the history of 
other nations; I would recite your own acts, and set you in 
emulation with yourselves. Do you remember that night, when 
you gave youi- country a Free Trade, and with your hands 
opened all her harbours. That night when you gave her a Free 
Constitution, and broke the chains of acentury..,.while England, 
eclipsed at } our glory and your island, rose as it were from its 
bed, and got nearer to the sun. In the arts that polish life, the 
inventions that accommodate, the manufactures that adorn it, 
you will be for many years inferior to some other parts of Eu- 
rope ; but, to nurse a growing people, to mature a struggling, 
though hardy community, to mould, to multiply, to consolidate, 
to inspire, and to exalt a young nation ; be these your barbarous 
accomplishments i 

I speak this to you, from a long knowledge of your character, 
and the various resources of your soul, and I confide my motion 
to those principles not only of justice, but of fire, which I 
have observed to exist in your composition, and occasionally to 
break out in a flame of public zeal, leaving the ministers of die 
crown in eclipsed degradation. It is therefore I have not cpme* 
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to you furnished merely with a cold mechanical plan ; but have 
submitted to your consideration the living grievances, conceiv- 
ing that any thing in the shape of oppression made once appa* 
ient.*..oppre8sion too of a people you have set free.«.rthe evil 
will catch those warm suscentible properties which abound in 
your mind| and qualify you for legislation* 
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University Herbert, Lord, Wilton 



APPENDIX. 117 

HUI, Sir Richard, Shropshire Maddocks, J.' Westbury 

Hill, J. Shrewsbury M*Dowall, A. Wigtown 

Hiochinbroke, Vise. Hunting- Mainwaring/W«. Middlesex / 

don Manners, K. Bedwin 

Horblirt, Hon. H. Norwich Martin, J. Tewkesbury 

Houghton, Sir H. Preston Masters, T. Gloucestershire 

Home, P. Berwickshire Mawbey, Sir J. Surry 

Horbart, R. Bramber Medley, G. East Grinstead 

Honewood, Sir J. Stejoiing Mesurier, Paul Le, Southwark 

Hood, Alex. Bridgewater Metcalf, P. Horsham 

Hopkins, R. Dartmouth Middleton, Sir C. Rochester 

Hopkins, B. B. Ilchester Middleton, W. Ipswich 

Howard, Sir G. Stamford Mibes, R. S. York 

Howard, Hon. R. Stemming Minchin, H. Oakhampton ^ 

Hungerford, I. P. Leicester- Mitford, |ohn Bearalston 

shire Munro, Sir Hector, Invemesd^' 
Hunter, J. Leominster &6. 

Jekyll, J. Calne Montague, M. Bossiney, &c. 

Jennings, G. Thctfdrd Moor, J. Selkirk 

Jervis, Sir J. Yarmouth Momington, Earl of, Windsor 

Johnes, T. Radnorshire Mortimer, H. W. Shaftsbuiy . 

Johnston, Sir James, Dumfries Musgrave, Lord, Newark upon 
Irvine, A. East Looe Trent 

Kempe, T. Lewes Muncaster, Lord, MilbourQ 
Kensington, Lord, Haverford- Port 

west Murray, Hon. J. Perthshire 

Kent, Sir G. Thetford Murry, Hon. D. Peebleshire 

Knight, J. G. Aldborough Neville, R. A. Reading 

Kynaston, J. Shropshire Nicholas, R, Cricklade 

Langhom, Sir J. Northamp- Nugent, £• Buckingham 

tonshire Onslow, Hon. T. Guildford 

Langston, John, Sudbury Orchard, Paul, Callington 

Lascelles, K. Northallerton Pardoe, J. Plympton 

Lawley, Sir G. Warwickshire Parry, J. Carnarvonshire 

Lenox, Lord G. Sussex Peachey, J. Shoreham 

Lethieulier, B. Andovier Penn, Richard, Appleby 
Littleton, Sir Edward, Stafford- Pennyman, Sir James, Beverley; 

shire Philips, E. Somersetshire 

Lincoln, Earl of, East Retford Phillipson, R. B. Eye 

Lewis, Sir W. London Phipps, W. M. Pool 

Lygon, W. Worcestershire Pitt, Right Hon. William Cauls' 
Long, Charles, Rye bridge 

Long, Sir T. J. Wiltshire Pochin, W. Leicestershire 

Macdonald, Sir Arch. New- Popham, Alex. Taunton 

casde under Line Powncy, P. P. Windsor 

Macnamara, J. Leicester Praed, W. St. Ives 

Macreth, R. A&hburton Preston, Sir C. Kinghom, Sec. 



118 



APPENDIX. 



Preston, R. Dovtr 
Pringle, M* Selkirkshire 
Pye, H« J. Berkshire 
Pukeney, W. Shrewsbury 
Rashleigh, P. Fowey 
RaddiflFe, Sir C. F. Hythe 
Rich, Sir T. Mariow 
Robinson, John, Harwich 
Robinson, €• Canterbury 
Rolle, J. Devonshire 
Rooke, J. Monmouthshire 
Rose, G* Lymington 
Ross,C. Kirkwall 
Rouse, Sir J. Suffolk 
Rouse, C* W. B. £vesham 
Roushart, Sir J. ditto 
Ryder, Hon. D. Tiverton 
Scott, Sir J. Weobly 
Scott, J. West Looe 
Selwyn, G. A. LuggershaU 
Selwyn, W, Whitchurch 
Shaft, R. Dowton 
Shuckburgh, Sir G. A. W. 

Warwickshire 
Smith, Samuel, jun« Worcester 
Smith, Samuel, St. Germains 
Smith, Robert, Nottingham 
Smith, C. Im Leicester 
Smith 

Smith, W. Sudbury 
Smith, Josiah, Devizes 
Smyth, J. Pontefract 
Sneyd, W. Castle Riding 
SotheroQ, W. Pontefract 
Stanhope, W. S. Kingston 
Stanley, T. Chichester 
Stephens, P. Sandwich 
Stephenson, J. Plympton 
Steward, Gab. Weymouth 
Strutt, J* Maiden 
Stuart, Hon. C. Bossiney 
Sulivan, R. J. New Romney 

Minority on the ^eation respecting the Regency. 

Acourt, W. P. A. Heytesbury Amcotts, Wharton, Retford 
Adam, W. Kintore, &c. Anson, George, Litchfield 



Sunmer, G. Ilchester 
SuttOD, J. Newark 
Sutton, Sir R. Boroughbndge* 
Sutton, G. Grantham 
Sykes, Sir F. Wallingford 
Sykes, Sir C. Beverley 
Thiddethwayte, R. Hants 
Thomas, G. W. Chichester 
Thornton, H. Southwark 
Thornton, H. Kingston upon 

Hull 
Thornton, R. Bridgewater 
Thynne, Hon. T. Weobly 
Townshend, Hon. J. T. New- 
port, Hants 
Tudway, C. Wells 
Turner, Sir G. P. Thirk 
Tyrconnel, Earl of, Scarbo- 
rough 
Vansittart, G. Berkshire 
Vernon, R. Newcasde under 

Line 
Villiers, Hon. J. C. Old Sarum 
Waller, R. Chipping Wycombc^ 
Watson, B. London 
Weyms, W. Fifeshire 
Wenman, Vise. Oxfordshire 
Westcote, Lord, Bewdley 
Whitbread, S. Bedford 
Wilberforce, W. Yorkshire 
Williams, W. Flint 
Williams, Sir H. Beaumaris 
Wilmot, J. Coventry 
Wodehouse, Sir J. Norfolk 
Wood, R. Minehead 
Worcester, Marquis of, Mon- 
mouth 
WraxaU, N. W. Lluggenhall 
Yonge, Sir G. Honiton 
York, Hon. P. Cambridgeshire 
Younge, Sir W. St. Mawes 



APt»£Nt)lX ii» 

Anstruther, J. Anstruthercas- Conway^ Hon. Hugh S. Tre* 

ter, &c. gony 

Astly, Sir Edward, Norfolk Cooper, Sir Grey, Richmond 
Bamfield, Sir Charles W. £xe* Comewall; Sir George, Here- 

ter fordshire 

Bastard, J. P. Devonshire Cotes, John, Wigan 
Basset, Sir Francis, Penryn Cotsford, Edward, MidhulrsC 
Baham, Vise. Orford Courteney, John, Tamworth 

Beckford, Rich. Arundel Crespigny, Philip Champ» AU 

Bentinck, Ld. Edward, Notting* borough 

ham Crewe, John, Cheshire 

Benyon,Richard,PeterborottghCunynghame, Sir W. A. Linrr 
Bertie, Hon. W. Salisbury liihgowsh 

Bridgeman, Sir H. Wenlock Dalrymple, Wm. Wigtown, &c« 
Bridgeman, Orlando, Wigan Darner, Hon* George, Dor« 
Bullock, John, Essex Chester 

Burgoine, Ru Hon. J. Preston Darner^ Hon. Lionel^ Peterbo^ 
Burke, Rt. Hon. Edmund, rough 

Malton Davers, Sir €• Bury St. Ed* 

Burrell, Sir Peter, Boston monds 

Burton, Robert, Wendover Dawkins, James, Chippenham 
Calcroft, John, Wareham Delme^ Peter, Motpeth 

Campbell, John Pryse, Cardi<» Dempster^ George, Cupar, &c. 

gan Dickinson, Wm. Rye 

Carnegie, Sir Dav. Aber* Dovme, Vise. Petersfield 

deen, be. Duncannon, Vise. Knaresbo- 

Cavendish, Lord George H. tough 

Derby Dundas, Sir T. SterlingsbJn 

Cavendish, Lord George, Der- Dundas, T. Orkney 

byshire Eden, Sir John, Durham 

Christian, John;, Carlisle Edwards, G. Noel, Rutland 

Clayton, Sir Robert, Blechingly Elliot, Sir Gilbert^ Berwick on 
Clayton, Wm^ Great Marlow Tweed 
Cleveland, John, Barnstaple EUis, Right Hon* Welbore, 
Clive, Lord, Ludlow, Weymouth, &c« 

Clive, William, Bishop's Castle Elphinstone, Hon» G» K< Dun- 
Codrington, Sir Wm. Tewkes- bartonshire 

bury Erskine, Sir James, Morpeth 

Coke, Daniel Parker, Notting- Evelyn, Wm. Hythe 

ham Ewer, W. Dorchester 

Coke, Edward, Derby Farrer, T* Wareham 

Colhoun, Wm. Bedford Fetherstonhaugh, Sir H. Porta^ 

Collier, Sir George, Honiton mouth 
Conway, Hon. Robert, S« Fielding, Viscount, Berealston 

Wotton Basset Fic2herbert, T» Arundel 

Gonway, Hon. George S. Oxford Fitzpatrick, Right Hon» R. Ta.« 
Conway, Hon. Wm« S. Downton vistock 

▼OL. III. p 



f 



IM APPENDIX. 

Pletchefy Sir H. CuinberlaDd Lee, John, CUtheroe 
FlemyDg, Sir Michael Le, Legh, T. Peter, Newton, Lao- 

Westmorland ' cashire 

Foley, Hon* Andrew, Prolt* Lemon, Sir William, ComwaU 

wich Lemon, John, Saltash 

Foley, Hon. Edward, Worces- Lisbume, Earl of, Cardigan- 

ter^iire shire 

Forester, George, Wenlock Lister, Thomas, CUtheroe 
Fgac^ Riight Hon. C. J. West- Long, Dudley, Grimsby 

minster Lowther, Sir William, Cumber* 

Francis, Philip, Yarmouth, Isle land 

of Wight Lowther, John, Haslemere 

Frederick, Sir John, Christ- Lowther, James, Westmorland 

church Loveden, Edward L* AbingtoD 

FuUerton, Williaip, Lauder, Scc.Ludlow, Earl, Huntingdonshire 
Galway, Viscount, York Mackbride,^ John, Plymouth 

Garforth, |. B. Haslemere Mackenzie, Francis Hum- Ros« 
Gould, Sir Charles, Breconshire shire 

Oould., Charles, Brecon Mackworth, Sir Herbert, Cardff 

Greville, Right Hon. C^ War- Macpherson, James, Camelford 

wick Maitland, Viscount, Malmesba- 

Grey, Charles, Northumberland ry 
Hamilton, Right Hon* W. Ger. Mar sham, Hon. Charles, Kent 

Wilton Maiden, Viscount, Oakhampton 

Hanay, SirS.Cameltoi:d Masters, Richard, Cirencester 

Qarrispn, Jobn^ Grimsby Mslboume, Viscount, jyialmes- 

Heneage, John Walker, Crick* biuy 

lade Middleton, Sir W. Northum-* 

Hone3ni70od, Filmer, Kent berland 

Howell^ David, St. Michael's Miller, Sir John, Newport, 
Hunt, Thomas, Bodmyn Cornwall 

E(ussey, William, Salisbury Middleton^ Lord, Wlutchurdi 

Jervaise, J. Clarke, Hants Molesworth, Sir William, Con^ 
ervaise, T* Clarke, Yarmouth wall 
In( hinquin, Earl of, RichmofKlMonckton, Hon. Edward, Staf- 
JpDiflfe, WilKam» Petersfield ford 

Keene, Whitshed, Montgome- Montagu, Right Hon. Frede- 

ry rick, Higham-Ferrers 

Kenrick, John, Blechingly Molineux, Crisps King's Lyns 
Kinsmill, ]$obert, Tregoney Morgan, John, Monmouthshire 
Knight, Richard Payqe, Lud- Morshead, Sir John, Bodmyn 
low Mostyn, Sir Roger, Flintshire 

Ladbroke, Robert, Warwick Moysey, Abel, Bath 
liambton, M''. H. Durham Mundy, Edward, M. Derbyshire 
Laurie, Sir Robert, Dumfrie- Myddleton^ Richard, Denbigh 
. shire . Nedham, William, Winchelsea 

Ll^urence, William, Ripon Ne^bit, John, Winchebea 



APPfi^TDlX. 121 

Newhaven, Lord, Gatton St. Aubin, Sir John, Penryn 

Newnham, Nathaniel, London St. John, Hon. St* Andrew, 
Forth, Lord, Banbuty Bedfordshire 

North, Hon. G. A. Wotton Salt, Samuel, Aldborough 

Basset Satterthwaithe, J. C. Cocker- 

Norton, Hon. Chappie, GuiU mouth 

ford Saville, Hon. R. Lumley, Lin- 

Ord, John, Wendovcr coin 

Osbaldiaton, George, Scarbo*Sawbridge, John, London 

rough Scott, Thomas, Bridport 

Owen, Hugh, Pembroke Scudamore, John, Hereford 

Owen, William Mostyn, Mont- Senhouse, H. Cockermoutli, 

gometyshire Sheridan, Richard B. Stafford 

Page, Francis, Oxford Uni* Sinclair, Sir John, Lestwithiel 

versity Skene, George, Aberdeenshire 

Palmerstone, Viscount, Bo* Sloane, Hans, Christchurch 

roughbridge Sloper, William Charles, St. 

Parker, Sir Peter, Maiden Alban's 

Fartcyns, Thomas, Boothby, Smyth, Sir Robert, Colchester 

Stockbridge Spencer, Lord Charles, Oxford- 

Payne, John Willet, HuQting- shire 

don Spencer, Lord Robert, Oxford 

Pelham, Right Hon. Thomas, City 

Sussex Stanley, Thomas, Lancashire 

Pelham, Hon. Henry, Lewes Stephenson, Roland, Carlisle 
Pelham, Charles A. Lincoln- Stewart, Alexander, Kircud- 

shire bright 

Penrhyn, Lord, Liverpool Strachey, Henry^ Bishop's 

Penton, Henry, Winchester Castle 

Philips, J. G. Carmarthen Stuart, Hon. James, Buteshire 

Pierrepont, Charles, Notting* Stuart, John Shaw, Renfrew- 

hamshire shire 

Plumer, William, Herts Stuart, Charles, Bridport 

Popham, WlUiam, Milboum Swinburne,, Sir J. £• Launce- 

Port , ston 

Powys, Thomas, Northamp- Taylor, Clem. Maidstone 

tonshire Taylor, Michael Angelo, Pook 

Purling, John, Weymouth Tempest, John, Durham City 
Rawlinson, Sir Walter, Hunt- Thorold, Sir Jc^n, Lincolnshire 

ingdon Townshend, Lord John, West* 

Rawlinson, Abram, Lancaster minster 
Ridley, Sir Mathew White, Vanneck, Sir Gerard William, 

Newcastle on Tyne Dunwit h 

Rushworth, Edward, Newport, Vaughan, Hon. John, Berwick 

Hants on 1 weed 

Bussel, Lord John, Tavistock Vyner, Robert, Think 



U% APPENDIX, 

Upper Ossoiy, Earl of. Bed- Wilbraham, Roger, Hekton 

fordshire Windham, Right Hon. Wil- 

Walpole, Hon. Horatio, Lynn- liam, Norwich 

Regis Winnington, Edward, Drast- 

Walwyn, James, Hereford wich 

Warren, Sir George, Lancas- Wrightson, William, Ayles- 

ter bury 

Webb, John, Gloucester Wynn, Glynn, Camarvoa 

Weddell, WiUiam, Matton Wynn, Sir W. Wiljiams, Der. 
Whitmore, Thomas, Bridge* byshire 

north 

List of those Members who have not voted on the ^estion 

respecting the Regency. 

Adeane, J. W. Cambridge Mitferd, William, Newport, 

Ambler, Charles, Saltash, Cornwall 

Aubrey, Thomas, Wallingford Montgomerie, Hugh, Airshire 

Aubrey, Sir John, Bucks Orde, Right Hon. Thomas, 

Barnard, Viscount, Totness Harwich 

Beckford, William, Wells Palk, Lawrence, Ashburton 

Campbell, Sir James, Culros, Peyton, Sir Henry, Cambridge- 
&C. shire 

Clavering, Sir Thomas, Dur- Pitt, Hon. George, Dorsetshire 
ham County Rumbold, Sir Thomas, Wey- 

Compton, Lord, Northampton mouth 

Cunninghame, Right Hon* RusseL, Lord William, Surrey 
Robert, East Grinstead Smith, Nathaniel, Rochester 

Cust, Francis, C. Grantham Trevanion, John, Dover 

Edep, Right Hon^ W. He3rtes<» Trevelyan, Sir John, Somerset- 
bury shire 

Ferguson, James, BamfFshire Trottman, F. Northampton 

Goodricke, Sir John, Ripon Vaughan, £. Lloyd, Merio- 

Hare, James, JCnaresborough nethshire 

Lewis, Edward, New Radnor Watherstone, Dalhousic, Bos- 

Luttrell, John Fownes, Mine- ton 
head Wilks, John, Middlesex 

Mansell, Sir William, Carmar- Wycombe, Lord, Chip. Wy^ 
thenshire combe 

3WiUprd, Lord, Pembrokeshire 



APPENDI}t« 123 



No. LXXX. 



YK0TEST8 UPON THE REGENCT.—P. 22fi. 

Dissentient. 

BECAUSE the undoubted right and indispensable duty 
declared in the said resolution to have been exercised and 
discharged by the lords and commons of Ireland, and to which 
it is alleged diey are alone competent, do not in any legal or 
sound sense appear to us to have any existence. And because 
the assuming a right in the lords and commons alone to confer 
upon his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales the government 
of this kingdom, under the style and title of Prince Regent of 
Ireland, in the name and on the behalf of his majesty, to exer- 
cise and administer according to the laws and constitution of 
this kingdom, all regal powers and prerogatives to the crowa 
and government thereof belonging, or the addressing hia 
royal highness to take upon himself such government in manner 
aforesaid, before he be enabled by law so to do, seems to us 
altogether unwarranteble, and to be highly dangerous in ita 
tendency to disturb and break the constitutional union, whereby 
this realm of Ireland is for ever knit and united to the imperial 
crown of England, on which connection the happiness of both 
kingdoms essentially depends ; and we are the more apprehen- 
sive of danger, lest the so doing should be considered as tending 
to the prejudice, disturbance or derogation of the king's nu^ 
jesty in, of, or for the crown of this realm of Ireland. 

Mountmorris, by proxy Lifford, C. 

Courtown, by proxy R. Dublin 

Enniskillen, by proxy Conyngham 

Momington, by proxy Tyrone 

AJtamont, by proxy Bective 

John Clogher, by proxy Chetwynd 

George Lewis, Kilmore Valentia 
William LeighUn and Ferns Longford 

Powerscourt Glandorc 

Hillsborough Ranelagh 

Carhampton Harberton 

Lanesborough Bellamont 
William Ossory^ 
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Dissentient. 

BECAUSE when his excellency the lord lieutenant, his 
siajesty's representative here, bath told us that under the 
impressions of his official duty and of the oath that he hath as 
chief governor of this kingdom, he is obliged to decline trans- 
mitting to Great Britain the address of both houses of parlia- 
ment to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, it doth not 
consist with that decorum, with that justice, and that grave 
proceeding, in which this house, the great and dernier court of 
justice, wiU ever act, to proceed to a condemnation and censure 
of his cxceUency without being allowed to enquire and look into 
the constitution of his office or into his oath. And besides, w's 
cttmot consider it as a want of respect to his Royal Highness 
llie Prince of Wales, the not transmitting the said address to 
him, as it would expose his royal highness to difficulty and 
embarrassment, by laying him imder the disagreesdile necessity 
of deciding upon great legal and constitutional principles, in 
whidh his royal highnesses future interest, and the rights of 
that imperial crown, which he is bom to inherit, may be very 
deeply concemedsfand moreover, we conceive diis house ought 
ever to be mindful of the station, in which the constitution hath 
placed it, and ought to resist every thing, which partakes af 
intemperance and excess. 

Mountmorris, by proxy Bellamont 

Courtown, by proxy Valentia 

Momington, by proxy LiiFord, C« 

EnniskiUen, by proxy Tyrone 

Altamont, by proxy Langford 

George Lewes Kilmore Glandore 

John Clogher, by prox}' Bective 

W. Leighlin and Ferns Harberton 

Lanesborough R. Dublin 

Powerscourt Ranelagh 

Hillsborough W. Ossory 

Carhampton Conyngham 

Dissentient. 

BECAUSE although desirous to express our humble 
thanks to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, for his 
gracious answer to the addresses of both houses of parliament^ 
and that to a degree, which might induce us to pass over the 
departure, which there seems to be in the mode and form of 
this address from the usual course and proceedings of parlia- 
ment, yet we cannot agree to this address, which doth not 
consist, as we conceive, with those constitutional principles, 
which are maintained in our protests of February last, imd 
to which we adhere* 



Harberton 

Tyrone 

Lanesborough 

William Ossorjr 

Glandore 

Mountmorrift 
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Lifford 

R. Dublin 

Ranelagh 

Chetwynd 

Langford 

Altamont 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, ON ▲ MOTION FOR ADJOtTRNING ^Rf 
CONSIDERATION OF THE ADDRESS TO THE PRINCE Of 
WALES TO A DISTANT DAT, THE DIVISION WAV AS fOt* 
LOWS : 



AGAINST. 



Arch. Cashel Tuam 

Duke Leinster 

Earl Meath 
Drogheda 
Granard 
Shannon 
Clanbraysil 
Belvidere 
Louth 
Arran 
Mihown 
Charlemont 
Grandison 
-Hofls 

Clanwilliam 
Aldborough 
Mountcashel 
Portarlington 
Famham 

Vise* Mountgarret 



Vise. Strangford 

Allen 

Deser 

Clifden 

Gasford 

Donerailo 

Pery 
Bishop Waterfbrd 

Cloyne 

Limerick 

KiUala 
Baron Kinsale 

Dunsany 

Castlestewatt 

Belmore 

WeUea 

Leitrim 

Landaff 

Donou^uiKH'e 

Loftos 



w^ 
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Chancellor 
Archb. Dublin 
Earl Tyrone 

Hilsboroogh 

Bective 

Lanesborough 

Bellamont 

Glandore 

Carhampton 
Vise. Valentia 

Ranelagh 



(Teller, Lord Famham) 

FOR 

■ 
• 

Vise. Chetwynd 
Enniskillen 
Erne 

Bishop Kilmore 
Ossery 
Ferns 

Baron Longford 
Conyngham 
Harberton 
Earlsford 



Earl Roden 
Baron Muskeiy 

Earl Altamont 
Courtown 
Momington 



(Teller, Lord Bellamont) 

Proxies* 
agaHtst. 
Lismore 

For 



Vise. Mountmorris 
Baron Carysford 
Arden 

Against the Adjournment in the Commons^ 



Ron. Arth. Acheson 
Thomas Adderly 
George Ager 
Hen. Alcock 
James Alexander 
Hon. Alexander 
Men Archdall 
Sir Fitz Aylmer 
Thomas Burton 
John Blakeney 
Sir John Blaquiere 
Henry V. Brook 
Arthur Brown 
Right Hon.W. Brownlow 
Hon. Bruen 
Seorge Bunbury ^' 



George Burdett 

Thomas Burgh^ (Old Town) 

George P. Bushe 

William Burton 

And. Caldwell 

Hugh Cane 

Eph. Carroll 

Sir H. Cavendish 

Sir H. Colthurst 

Right Hon. T. Conolly 

Henry Cope 

Isaac Cony 

J. L. Cotter . 

Roger Cotter 

Sir E. Crofton 

Ath. Dawson 
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Thomas Dawson 

Simon Digby 

Robert Dillon 

John Dunn 

George Dunbar 

Sir Thomas Fetheraon 

Lord Hen. Fitzgerald 

Warden Flood 

Hon. William Forward 

Sir John Freke 

Daniel Gahan 

Right Hon. Henry Grattan 

Godfrey Greene 

Richard Griffith 

William Ha»dcock 

Francis Hardy 

Travers Hartley 

Sur Henry Hartitone 

Heniy Hatton 

Samuel Hayes, (Dunbo) 

Joseph Hare 

Sir Frands Hutschtnsoii 

benham Jephson 

John Hely Hutchtnioa 

Lordjocelyne 

Gcr. Jocelyne 

Wittiam Todd Jones 

Sir Allen Johnson 

Hon. Thomas Knox 

Sir Hercules Langridie. 

Robert Langrishp 

Charles Leslie 

Thomas Loftus 

John Metge 

Alexander Montgomery 

John Montgomery 
rathaniel Mantz Moor 
Hon. John Moor 
John Moor 
Lodge Morres 
Sir William Morres 
Sir Richard Musgrave 
Thomas Nesbitt 



Richard Neville 

Sir £dward Newenhain 

T. B. O'Flarerty 

Right Hon. George Ogele 

Charles O'Hara 

Right Hon. John O'Neill 

Edm. Pery 

Thomas Pegatt 

George Ponsonby 

John Preston 

Joseph Preston 

Henry Pritty 

Thomas Richardson 

William Richardson 

Hon. Her. Rowly 

Right Hon. H. L. Rowley 

George Sandford 

Charles Francis Sheridan 

Mich. Smith 

Sir Skeffington Smith 

John Staples 

Sir Annesley Stewart 

James Stewart (Tyrone) 

Hon. John Stratford 

Daniel Toler 

Charles Tottenham 

R. Tottenham 

N. Loftus Tottenham 

John Townshend 

James Uniacke 

Robert Uniacke 

John Usher 

John Warburton 

Hon. Edward Ward 

Augustus Warren 

Robert Welsh 

Nic. Westky 

John Wolf 

Hon. Major Cufic 

Hugh Howard 

J. Leigh 

Sir James May 

Thomas Hobson 



(Tellers Mr. Grattan and Mr. Cooolly.) 
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For the Adjournment 



Richard Annestey 
Right Hon. J. Beresford 
Sir J. Browne 
Robert Boyd 
Thomas Bagfa 
John Chatterton 
Theo. Clements 
Charles H. Coote 
Henry Coddington 
Maurice Copinger 
John Craddock 
William Cunningham 
Denis Daly 
Sir Charles Desvoux 
Lord Delvin 

James Fitzgerald (Prime Ser- 
jeant) 
John Fitzgibbon 
Sir Fred. Flood 
Alleyne Fitzherbert 
T. J. Foster 
Luke Gardener 
John G. Leitrim 
Sackville Hamilton 
Sir J. S. Hamilton 
J. Harrison* 
L. H. Hartnott 
Samuel Hayes, (Avondale)^ 
Sir Hugh HiU 
Lord Headford 
R. Herbert 
Hon. Mr. Hewitt 
R. Hobert 
Peter Holmes 
Sir Richard Johnson 
R. Johnson (Counsellor) 



Theo. Jones 

Lord Kilwarden 

£dward King 

Lord Kingsborouglr 

David Latouche 

John Latouche 

Sir N. Lawless 

Peter Latouche 

Richard Longiield 

Mont. Longfield 

Georges Lowther 

R. Magennis 

M. Mason 

John M^Clontack 

Sir R. G. Meredyth 

George Molyneux 

Sir L. O'Brien 

L. Parsons 

C. Price 

Hon. Thomas Packinham 

Sir John Pamell 

George Rawson 

Richard Penefather 

Sir B. Roche 

R. Ross 

John Reilly 

Prendergase Smyth 

William Smith (We8tineatii> 

Henry Stewart 

Edward Tighe 

Fred. Trench 

John Toler 

John Tydd 

R. Vowel 

Nat. Warren- 

A. Wolfe 



(Tellers, Lord Kilwarden and Mr. Fitzgibbon.) 
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&EPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON THE I>01ICE BILL* 

(p. 248.) 

Mr. Speaker, 

YOUR committee appointed to examine 
the accounts of the commissioners of police, having met ac- 
cording to order, and called for such papers as appeared to 
them to be necessary, and also eicamined several witnesses re- 
lative to the state of the said accounts, in the most solemn man- 
ner, directed me to report as follows : 

Your committee having examined the accounts laid before 
them by the commissioners of police, do find, that in the two 
years and a half, which their institution has subsisted, ending 
the 25th of March last, they have spent jnor^ tlum SlfiQO/. of 
the money of the public^ 

They find farther, that the total expence of tbe first year« 
including the salaries paid to the .commissioners and divisional 
justices, amounted to 20,1 97^ 9^. lOd, and of the second year 
to 19,981/. 0^. 2|^/. of which sums your committee find that the 
sum of 9,682A ISs. IQ^. was the charge for the watch in the 
first year, and 9,500/. in the second year, and that the remain^ 
der (being a sum of 10,514/. I6s. in the first ye^ir, and 
10,481/. Oa. 2|^. in the second) has been expended in sa- 
laries and other charges^ which have attended this establish- 
ment. 

^ Your oommittee then proceeded to examine into the particu- 
lars Qf these last sums, and find, that a sum of 4,000A and up- 
wards has been expended for the police bouse, and the houses 
and offices of the divisional magistrates, and of the high and 
chief constables^ and for furniture. 

Your committee further find among many other unsuitable 
and objectionable articles composing the last mentioned sum 
of 4,000/i there is a charge of 138/. 10^. Sd. for looking glasses, 
and 99/. 88. S^d. for Wilton and other carpets. 

Your committee proceeded further to examine the expeace 
of the police cavalry, and find that above 4,600/. have been ex- 
pended for the forty horse of the police establbhment in the two 
first years, although it appears to the committee, that the kee- 
ping any horse policemen was, and is unnecessary, and conse- 
:^aendy that the last mentioned sum was an expence useless to 
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the public. It also appears to your committee^ that the 
additional watch at 9d. per day has not answered iht desired 
effect. 

Your committee having observed an excessive charge for the 
ardde of coals, and enquired into the application thereof^ jAo 
find, that about 406 tons have been, on an average, the anniiat 
consumption, of which 48 tons have been the allowance to the 
four divuional magistrates ; about 209 to high and chief con- 
stables, the house of correcti(Hi, and watch houses ; and for the 
remaining quantity of above 180 tons, there appears no account 
ezocpt for such part thereof, as may have been consumed at the 
police house* 

^ Your committee have further to observe, that the comnsis- 
sioners appear to have made an improvident contract, in paying 
909. a ton in the second and thira years^ the coal fiutor who 
furnished the first year having declared his readiness to continue 
his contract at Id^ 

Your committee then proceeded to consider the charge under 
the head of stationary, and find it to be for the two years and a 
bdf 3,316Z 69. 6|dL On this extraordinary charge your com« 
mittee have to observe, that upwards of 150L were paid lor 
gilt paper, and 49L Bs. Bd. for sealing wax, in the fii^t year and 
a half, ending the 25th of March, 1788 ; charges unwarranta* 
ble and unnecessaiy, which are confirmed by the charge of 15iL 
being found sufficient for both those ardcles in the following 
year. 

Your committee find a considerable and vciy extraordinary 
charge for books, some of which appear to be tmnecessary, and 
by no means appertaining to the business of the police, the cat- 
alogue of which was presented to the house last session. 

Your committee also find, that the commissioners of pcAce 
have, for the last year and three quarters, paid l^ agreement to 
their stationer 104^ Is. 6d. per quarter (which is abou^ 8^ a 
week), for compiling and printing the Hue and Cry, and for 
occasional hand bills, of which sum he allows one guinea per 
week to a clerk for compiling the Hue and Ciy, and he calcu- 
lates the occasional hand bill at seven shillings per week, which 
leaves about 6/. 10*. to said sutioner, for printing the said Hue 
and Cry. ^ 

Yo\jr committee then examined John Chambers and Tho- 
mas M'Donnel, master printers, and found they would un- 
dertake to print the Hue and Cr}', on a paper, and with a 
type of the same kind, as those made use of for it for 
about 3A 13*. per week less than is novvr paid by the com- 
missioners. 

Your committee think it necessary also to take notice, that a 
sum of 246/. 18*. 8^. was paid in the first year ; and 153/. 14iP, 
r^* m the second^ for advertisements in newspapers. 
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Your committee think it their duty to observe, that there is a 
charge of 176^ 79. 1^. for a survey and mjaps of the metropoUa 
district. 

Your committee further find, that about 909^ have been 
expended in law suits, in the greater part of which the com^ 
missipner^ of police have been unsuccessful* 

Your committee proceeded to examine into the stoppages 
made from the police watchmen, and find, that ll^T. per day, 
amounting to ^ \U* S|r/* a year, is stopped for dothing from 
the dfuly pay of each police night watchman, which (for the 400 
men) amounts to 1064/» 11«* 8^ a year ; and that 8|^. per day, 
amounting to ^L 9#. S\i* a year, is stopped for clothing from 
^ach wntch constable, which, for 40 men, comes to 136A 17«* 6^ 
a year, which stoppages amount in the whole to 1,201/. 9«. 2eU 
per annum. 

Your committee further find, that the clothing, to which such 
stoppages is applied, consists, for the night watchmen, of coat, 
Wfustcoat, breeches, flannel under waistcoat, one pair of long 
gaiters, and hat and cockade, for all which the price paid by 
contract amounts to 3i. 4f • 5 J. per man yearly, and for the 400 
m^ to 888/. d«« 8^. and that the clothingof 40 watch constableft 
consists of the aforesaid articles, and sdso of silver lace, loop 
and button for the hat, and of a silver epaulet, all which clothing 
costs 2L 19. l\i* per man, and for 40 men costs 118^ 4^. %d% 
which sum added to the aforesaid sum of 888/. 6^. 8^. makes 
1,006/. 09. 10c/. per annum. 

And your committee find, that the difference between the 
actual clothing expences of the police night infantry, and the 
aforesaid stoppages amounts to 194A 18«. 4i/. per annum, for 
which saving it does not appear, that the commissioners of police 
have given credit in their accounts to the commissioners of 
account or elsewhere. 

It further appears to your committee, that during the first 
year of the police institution, neither flannel waistcoats nor long 
gaiters were given to the watchmen, and that consequently 
(though the contract price was then seventeen pence a suit 
higher than at present), yet the clothing of' each of the 400 
private men did not exceed %L Off. lid. per annum, and there- 
lore gave opportunity for a saving of 70L more than their cloth* 
ing admits in the current year. 

Your committee also find, that exclusive of the aforesaid 
stoppage, and of a stoppage for the surgeon, there has been 
stopped one penny per night from each of the 400 police night 
watchmen, seven eighths of a penny per night from each of the 
40 watch constables, and one penny nve eighths per night from 
each of the 40 horsemen, which different stoppages amount to 
760/« 8^. Aid. per annum, and this sum is alleged to have been 
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Cid in some subsequent period to such police men as ha^e n€yt 
en dismissed for misbehaviour. 

Your committee also find, that in the accounts laid before 
them by the commissioners of police, credit is not giren to the 
public for more than the sum of 124A 1^. Sd. under the head of 
arrears, which article is in the second yearns charge, and chat 
consequendy 646A 7s. Id. (which is more than five sixths of 
the whole of the above stoppages of the first year) is by the 
account implied to have been paid in or before the second year 
to the police men as arrears ; but no account has been produced 
tt> this committee of the payments to the police men of that 
large proportion of those arrears so stopped from them during 
the first year, and not credited to the public, but it is alleged said 
arrears have been paid* 

It appears that no credit whatsoever has yet been given to 
Ac puUic for the aforesaid stoppages for the second year, ending 
at Michaelmas last, and amounting to a like sum of 760A Bs. 4dL 
although police accounts for the half year, ending the 25 th of 
March, 1789, have been laid before the committee ; (the 
reason alleged for which, by one of the commissioners is, that 
ibere are some of those arrears, which have not yet been paid 
to the men.) 

Your committee think it right to observe that a greater sum 
has been received by the commissioners of police, for non- 
.effective men, in the .accounts of the two first years, than the 
sums therein credited to the public. 

Your committee further find, that a secretary, with a salary 
of 200^ a year, and three clerks under him, whose salaries 
aiaount to 240/. per annum, attended the police-house, exclusive 
of the accountant and his clerk, and of the stationer's clerk, who 
compiles the Hue and Cry. 

And that George Parker, oneof those three clerks, enjoying 
a salary of 70l. per annum, has not been in Ireland during the 
hst half year. 

They also find, that each of the four divisional justices has 
two clerks, for whom the public is charged 125/. making for the 
eight clerks a sum of 500/. a year. 

Your committee observe further, that the general accounts of 
the police, laid before the commissioners of account, and after* 
wards before this committee, are ill arranged, and many of the 
articles not distributed under their proper heads ; and that hav- 
ing examined the accountant as to that point, he alleged, that 
die arrangement of all accounts of expenditure originated froaqi 
the commissioners. 

And your committee came to the following resolutions ; 
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I. Resolved, That it appears to this committee, that the po- 
lice establishment has been attended with unnecessary patronage, 
waste, and dissipation. 

II. Resolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the peace and protection of the city of Dublin might be more 
effectually maintained at a lesser expence, and that the present 
system of police establishment ought to be changed. 
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ME* grattan's second speech on tithes....?. 249* 

MR. GRATTAN presented to the house according to 
order, a bill to appoint commissioners for the purpose of en*: 
quiring into the state of tithes in the different provinces of this 
kingdom, and to report a plan for the ascertaining the same* 

He said, the advocates for tithes and their abuse, having de^ 
clined a public enquiry, thought they best consulted the dignity 
of the church by resorting to a paper war : this paper war has 
been conducted under the mitred auspices of certain bishops : 
these bishops have in the course of it accused me of making; aa 
attack on the Protestant clergy of the South. You know, thef 
know, how totally unfounded such a charge is ; I did prefer 
then, and I prefer now, certain allegations, that in some parts 
of the South there existed illegal demand, increasing demandv 
excessive demand, an abuse of the compensation act; tithe-^ 
proctors who extort fees, tithe-farmers who lay the poor under 
contribution ; these charges I did not affirm to affect the major 
part of the Southern clergy, but I did, and I do now affirm, that 
they do affect in degree and extent such a proportion of district 
as to call for the interference of parliament. Two pamphlets 
on this siibject, entided my Speech, were published, different 
from each other, or resembling each other in nothing except hk 
not being my speech, and in not being published by my autho* 
rity ; to these pamphlets the dignitaries above alluded to have 
replied : convinced that I neither spoke nor wrote the contents 
of either, they have charged me with both. This unfounded 
charge on me they have thought proper to mask by calling it a 
Defence of the Protestant Clergy of the South, and have thus 
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endeavoured to disperse dirough the community a false alamiy 
and a groundless accusation. This alarm and accusation^ called 
a Defence, sets forth, diat the bishops of the South, in the year 
1786, WTx>te circular letters to their clergy, desiring returns of 
their respective- ratages ; with a recommendation that these re- 
turns, if possible, should be made on oath. ^ The Defence sets 
Jorth, that returns were made. I own, I should be vety g^ad to 
see them ; not one syllable....the Defence suppressed the re- 
turns of the clergy, and gives the public in their place its own 
calculation, which it professes to be an average formed on these 
retums....Even so, let us admit such evidence; where the 
bishops contend, let the party be the evidence, and the advocate 
be the judge. The authors of the Defence having stated, that 
a most minute and general enquiry has been made, allege,^ that, 
in the whole extent of that enquiry, they no where find die rate 
for potatoes higher than 12^. the plantation acre ; these are then- 
words, and on the veracity of this allegation, depends whatever 
attention should be paid to their defence. I have from private 
hands assurances innumerable, in the most positive and direct 
manner, contradicting that allegation. I have from private 
hands alBdavits without number disproving that allegation. I 
will reject them all. I will for, argument, g^ve the pastors a 
victory over their flock, and the fruits of their oare, and sujqx^se 
for a moment, their parishioners to be perjured, yet what shall 
we say of the clergy, who have, by themselves, or their wit^ 
Ciesses, sworn the same thing ? I will read you a report bom 
the jvdge who went the Munster circuit of die spring of 1788. 
It ia as follows : ^^ At the \^t assizes held for the county ol 
Kerry, at Tralee, a civil bill was brought before me, upon the 
compensation act, for the valujc of certain tithes. From the evi- 
dence of the plaintiff's own witnesses, and the schedule, the de- 
mand appeared as follows : tithe of potatoes, one acre and a 
half, 2/. Os. 6^" (Gentlemen will recollect, that, by the com- 
pensation act, the bill or petition is not to be brought for the 
value, but the customary charge.) I will read another docu- 
tn^nt, equally authoritative from Cork. 

• Defence of the Protegtant clergy, p. 93....** But it mo«t be refnefnbered{» 
*< Uiat from the vicinity of these parishes to Limerick, and the great fertili^ 
*' of the ground, the average value of the crops of potatoes is twenty pounds, 
*' the tithes two pounds, and other crops in proportion. Now, is twelve shil- 
** lings an unreasonable demand for what is worth two pounds ? I further re- 
" mark, that I no vsbcte^nd the rate higher than tmfeive 9hiW^»tbe phmtmtoM 
** acre ; and the crop, wherever it is enarged, not worth less than devea or 
.** twelve poiuids, mnrc gcncraJlv sir,teeo or twentj*." 
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Hates of Tithes^ on Petitions^ for the year 1786, in the Coimttf 

of Cork. 

IRISH ACRE. 
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I must here again observe, that the petition is by the act to 
be brought for the customary charge. 

I must observe also, that only nineteen petitions were tried 
for 1786, wherein rates were specified, and of the nineteen^ 
eleven exceeded the rate of 12«. the plantation acre ; a rate, the 
Defence affirms, has never been exceeded ; I must also observe^ 
that these petitions must have been supported by the oath of the 
clergy or their witnesses, and do directly falsify the allegation 
of the Defence....What becomes of the Defence now i not re- 
futed, but convicted, convicted on oath, the oath of the clergy 
themselves or their witnesses, taken at a public trial. Thus die 
defence of the bishops is put down by the oaths of the clergy. 

Here I might leave the defence, if it did not advance another 
proposition too glaring to pass without observation : ^ It states 
(in a very confused manner I own, but it does state), that the 
average ratages have not in any southern county or diocese in- 
creased these thirty years. The gross improbability of this as^ 
sertion must appear to every man, who reflects on uie proffress 
of things since the year 1756, (the period to which the Defence 
refers); who reflects how the mode of living has changed, and 
Become more expensive since that time, and how much the 



• Defence of the Protestant Clergy, p. 47.«.." It is incontroTertibly trae, thjit 
in most places the rates of tithe have not varied for the last thirty yean. " 

And in p. 41....'' But sure I am, from the present state of ratages, collected 
'* from exact information, the average increase, through any entire county, di- 
** ocese, or parish, if any there has been, can be but very small indeed, and that 
" in very few parishes only, but certainly not throughout any ^ocest o;* 
** county.*' ^ 
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style and tone of modem clergymen excels in expencc and dis^ 
play, the old ministers of the gospel. The improbability of this 
assertion would appear more fully, if I were permitted to brin^ 
to the bar of this house the parishioners, who could most feel* 
ingly attest the direct contrary ; or were I permitted to produce 
affidavits which swear the direct contrary. But I will fc^ a 
moment reject all this, and I will refole their case by nothing 
less than the authority of their own oaths, and the acknowledg- 
ment of their own vindication. The Defence states, that the 
average ratages ef the poor dioceses of Cloyne and of Cork^ are 
above 10^* an acre, potatoes, and of Cork above 7s. 9d^ wheat, 
and €loyne above 9s. wheat. While in the rich diocese, pota- 
toes are, as the Defence states,. 7s. the acre, and wheat 6s. 6d^ 

The Defence endeavours to account for the disparity, and 
ascribes it to a number of corn mills established in the county 
of Corky and to the export trade of com from the ports Youghal, 
Cork, Kinsale, and Dungarvan. Now these mills, and this ex- 
port trade,^are alnnost entirely the eSect of the com bounty, the 
inland bounty, which did not take place till the year 1 758, and 
still more, the export bounty, which did not take place tiU the 
year 177^ and which, with the inland bounty, has been g^radu- 
ally, and more abundantly, operating ever since. 
• The Defence has then assicpied a cause, which cause began 
to exist within thirty years of the date of the enquii^^ ; it fol- 
lows, that the effect must have taken place within that period ; 
it follows, that an encrease of average ratage has taken place in 
some dioceses within those thirty years ; it follows, that the 
other great position of the Defence is unfounded.. 

Thus the two great positions of the case fail : the first is re- 
futed by tht oath cff the party, and the second by the admissioo 
of the Defence : the Defence acknowledges what it denies, that 
the clergy have increased the average prices of some dioceses 
within these thirty years ; it acknowledges, what it also denies, 
that they have tithed the bounty ; but I will wave all this, and 
yet will shew their case to be inadmissible : it states that they 
have procured returns from the clergy, what kind of returns 
you have heard ; but it does not pretend to have gotten any 
from the lay impropriators; and it affirms, that this share 
amounts to one-third of the tithes of this kingdom ; it acknow- 
ledges then, that the enquiry has omitted one-third of the ques- 
tion, and on such an enquiry they propose to decide the state of 
Munster and all its peasantry. Allow their Defence....bias8ed, 
as it must be thought ; fallacious, as it has be«n sworn ,- self- 
convicted, as it has been proved ; however, in tompliment to 
its authors, let us for a moment allow it. Yet still it is not the 
state of the tithes of Munster ; it is not commensurate with the 
question it presumes to cover; it does not affect to touch at all 
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<mt of the three parts of the case ; and trhen it affects to touch 
the other two, I have shewn it to be but affectation. With 
every respect to the clergy of Munster, the question is not, 
whether they are the oppressors? it is higher, it is, whether the 
people are oppressed. To acquit the clerg}', supposing such a 
defence, which proves nothing but its own contradiction, could 
do so, decides only an inferior question ; to obtrude that deci- 
sion as disposing of the whole of the case, is to make a criminal 
use of their supposed innocence ; and as the defence would ac« 

auit the parsons on their own evidence, so would it dismiss 
le peasant unredressed, witi)Out any evidence at all. In ao- * 
swer to such a proposal, we ask of right reverend authority, 
where is your flock? what, is there no wolf but the shepherd ? 
Bring us a better account of your charge ; go back to your fold* 
But I might wave all this, yet the Deience is still inadmissible, 
because false in its conception. The exhibiting the average 
rates of the di&rent dioceses of the south, does not enable thie 
public to judge of its condition. In order to expose the art of 
deciding any thing by^those clerical averages, it is sufficient to 
recollect the famous average of a dignified writer, who, esti- 
mating the average income of the Irish clergy, excluded the 
bishoprics, and included the curates, to give the reader a just 
and fair sense of the property of the church. And still further 
to expose a defence founded on average ratages, it is sufficient 
to examine the decrees of the court of Cashel, whose average 
decrees are stated for the five years previous to 1786, to be 6s. 
an acre potatoes, but whose particular decrees appear from the 
books in some cases to have exceeded 20^. The average ra- 
tages of the different dioceses give the public no knowledge of 
the case. It may happen, that the average ratage 'of a diocese 
shall be moderate, and yet the ratages universally exceptiona- 
ble. Suppose one half of the diocese under the ratage of Dr.. 
Atterbury, and the other under the ratage of Captain Right, the 
average might perhaps be moderate, but that apparent modera- 
tion of ratage would arise from the very circumstance which 
made it peculiarly culpable, from the double grievance, from 
the two extremes, from the opposite offences ; it may happen 
that the proprietors of tithe in some cases crouch to the rich, 
and encroach on the poor ; the average, under such circum- 
stances, might appear moderate, but the moderation would arise 
from the compound of crimes, from crouching and encroaching, 
from meanness and extortion. The moderation of average 
price therefore proves nothing ; it is a method which not only 
conceals, but inverts the case. It makes the parish of A. appear 
better from.th6 circumstance that makes her worse, from com- 
parative misery ; it makes the parish of A. when rated too high, 
appeal- to be actually relieved when the parish of B. is rated too 
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low ; as if die former derived a paradoxical relief from the 
sense of its own peculiar hardship, and obtained a preternatu- 
ral respiration from burthens, because they were heaped witli 
uncommon measure on herself ; it is a clerical chemistxy, which 
extracts a complexion from the consumption of the case ; op- 
pression alone would not do ; but add partiality, and the com- 
pound is vended by the right reverend authors, as an image of 
their charity, and a case for their clergy. And as a defence 
founded on an exhibition of average prices only, is unjust to 
the parish, so it is injurious to the parson ; it makes the mode- 
ration of parson A. state in favour of parson .B. who is an ex- 
tortioner, and the exaction of B. state against A. who )m mode- 
rate ; as if A. derived riches from the extortion of B. and con- 
solation from the reflection, that if he himself got too litde, his 
neighbour B* whose example he condemned, got too much ; 
and it supposes that A* had a further consolation from the ex- 
perience, that if he did not share the profit, he divided the in- 
famy. This process by average is a confusiop and incorpora- 
tion of vice and virtue, fame and infamy ; it is resorted to frrom 
an indifference about the real state of the peasantry, suggested 
by the spirit of corps, at the expence of the best members of the 
church, and by a false tenderness of some peccant indi- 
viduals, %vho may atone for the crimes of an exactioner, by 
the virtues of a sycophant, and by adulation to their bishop, 
may secure absolution for every other abomination. The 
exhibiting average prices therefore gives no information. 
From those submitted in the Defence, nothing can be collected, 
except that they are not founded in fact. I'hey are stated to 
be formed on returns, which do not exceed 12«. the plantation 
acre ; though from the oaths of the clergy, or their witnesses, 
the prices are proved to go to 27s. Waving therefore other 
objections, this defence must be rejected on two grounds: 
first, because the average price is not the true defence. Second, 
because this Defence is not the true average. But though right 
reverend authority has not made out a case for the clerg}', it 
has made out a case for the people. So it frequently happens ; 
men are but instruments of Providence, and without knowing it, 
fulfil her ways. The zealot is but an inflamed organ, bursting 
forth with unpremeditated truths ; reverend writers endeavour- 
ing to establish a right in the Protestant clergy to a tenth of 
the peasant's labour, as prior to the Protestant religion, para- 
mount to all other rights of property, and therefore prior not 
only to the Protestant, but to the Christian religion, have only 
served to bring forth proofs, that such a right, if any, resides 
in the poor, and that the parson was only his trustee : so now 
the bishops in their defence, state the average ratages of three 
cut of the five dioceses to which their acreable ratages refer, to 
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amount to above 10?. the plantation acre for potatoes; and 
in forming this average they acknowledge they exclude sdl par- 
ticular ratages above 12«« and therefore their average is less 
than the fact; and they do not pretend to include one or two 
shillings in the pound, notoriously paid to the tithe proctor by 
the peasant, though reluctantly acknowledged by the Defence, 
and omitted in the average, which, on thgt account, is a still 
further departure from the fact« This iOs* the acre, demanded 
and received without any consideration of charit}', which was 
the object of tithe ; of building and repairing churches, as is 
required by the canon law ; widiout parochial schools, as are 
required of the clergymen by the statute law, and in some places 
without residence, which is required by canon, common, and 
statute laws, arises not only from the produce that feeds man- 
kind, but from the only produce which in Ireland sustains the 
poor and most numerous description of mankind, who have not 
poor rates as in England, and who have another order of clergy 
to pay, which is not the case in England : this heavy burden is 
more sensibly felt, by being peculiar to the south, which by the 
Defence of tlie Clergy is admitted and represented to be in a 
state of not only actual but comparative misery* For the 
continuation of this partial wretchedness, they state that one-half 
of the tithe of the south arises from that very wretchedness, 
viz. from tithe of potatoes; the other half arises from wheat, 
which they state in these dioceses to be from above 7s. to above 
9». the Irish acre ; from barley, which they state to be from 
near 7«« to near 98, ; from oats, which they state to be ft*omnear 
49* to above 5s.; from hay, which does not pay tithe in Con- 
naught; from flax, which does not pay tithe in Ulster; from 
cows and sheep and lambs, which they omit in their statement, 
but from which the clergy of the south receive a considerable 
income. In short, from what does^ and what does not pay tithe 
elsewhere. I congratulate the southern clergy on all these 
advantages ; but the Defence interrupts me, and says, that all 
this is only one-half of their income, there is another gotten 
from potatoes. Here the description of the men from whom 
that half principally arises....beggar8 ! men publicly pronounced, 
and by all admitted to be trodden down to the earth, men who 
^t 5d* a day for their labour, and pay 6/. a year by the acre for 
their potatoe garden* which heavy rent is acknowledged to be 
aggravated by a tithe of 10^.; for the continuance of which 
heavy tithe, the heavy rent is by the advocates of exaction made 
the apology. Poor people ! " If we relax, the landlord would 
" encroach ; he is worse than the parson.'' These charges arc 
further aggravated in some places by the disposition of the man 
who makes them, the tithe farmer. The Defence states, that 
while the rich diocese of Cashal and Emly pays 7s. the acre 
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fotatoes, the poor dioceses of Cloyne and of Cork pay above IQbu 
t states the cause of this ioequaJity to be the tithe farmer. It 
states two causes of high ratages in these dioceses, a brisk cota 
trade) and the tithe farmer. The latter cause alone is referable 
to potatoes* It describes these tithe farmers, vagabonds, fidier- 
men ; but fishermen, it says, who do not live by fishing ; and 
who, it also says, till nothing ; and who, it is concluded to say, 
live by no labour, except the labour of exaction. The leasing 
the tithe to such a crew is made a matter of mercy: ^^ poor 
people, they," so runs the canting Defence, ^^ have nothing else 
to live by." Thus the equity in favour of the tiller of the soil, 
is made an equity in favour of a crew who bid against him $ 
this equity, however, they o^-n to be nothing more than setting 
the tithe to the highest bidder ; and when these bidders are the 
cause, as the Defence states, of raising the tithe of .potatoes 
in the dioceses of Cork and of Cloyne, to above lOt. the acre, 
which tithe, in the diocese of Cashel and Emly, they state to be 
but 7«. that is, when these canters raise the tithe above 30 per 
cenu the defence does expressly applaud them for their mode- 
ration. 

I have stated, that the Defence of the southern clergy had 
made out a case for the poor. It has done so : it has proved 
the poor of those districts to be in worse situation than in any 
other part of Ireland; but it has gone farther, it has proved the 
clergy to be in a better ; it sets forth, that from a number of core 
mills, and from a brisk export of com, the extent of tillage in those 
parts has greatly increased ; it states, that from those causes, 
the ratage on tillage has increased likewise ; and thus it allows, 
what however in another part it denies, that the clergy have the 
double advantage, an increase of tillage, the effect of bounty, an 
increase of ratage, the effect of tithing fhat bounty. The 
Defence states, that the clergy of the south have also a tithe of 
potatoes, the effect of their peculiar good fortune, which tithe 
the Defence admits to be nearly equal to all the resu The 
Defence does not state, but we do and can prove, that in some 
of these disturbed parts, the livings of the clergy have of late 
years doubled. I might appeal to individuals, some of them 
will acknowledge it, none of them can deny that the increase 
has been abundant. Hence it follows, that the authors of the 
Defence cannot set up the plea of poverty against the relief of 
oppression ; and as they have made out a case for the poor, so 
have they suggested the facility of a remedy. They have in 
their Defence stated, that in the south the ratages have not in 
any county or diocese, for these thirty years, varied ; that is, 
they have in their Defence set up a modus, a ratage of thirty 
years is a modus in fact, though it is not a modus in law, and 
does most decisively a3certain the possibility of establishing a 
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modus by law. What now becomes of the solemn asseveration 
of the impossibility of paying the. clergy in any manner, other 
than that of tithe ? £ither they who superintended the Defence, 
believe that the ratages have not varied, and their argument of 
impossibility is a pretence, or they do believe they have varied, ' 
and their Defence in this particular has exceeded the boundaries 
of reality, yet it does not so egregiously depart from them, as 
not to conclude the authors of the Defence, as to the practicabili* 

Sof fixing a standard, and is an argument sufficient for a modus, 
ough not for a justification. The bill now submitted to your coiv- 
sideration, proposes that commissioners should be appointed to 
enquire and to report : as to the commissioners, I do not mean 
that their number should be confined to the members of parlia- 
ment ; I would admit men more familiar with the subject* As to 
the enquiry, it would be much facilitated by what has been done 
and written already ; here it will appear, that the proprietors of' 
tithe in the districts lately disturbed, have, for the most part, pro* 
ceeded by an acreable ratage, that where they have not, they 
have proceeded by a mode peculiarly capricious and oppressive ; 
and as in the former case, they have made a modus easy, so in 
the latter they have made it necessary* Your commissioners 
will discern where the ratage increased from the activity of the 
tithe farmer, from the advantage of the bounty, or the excep* 
tionable conduct of the clerg}*man. Possessed of a knowledge 
of the criminal causes of increase, your commissioners wiU 
disavow all such in the formation of a modus, or tithing table, 
for the different articles which are to be subject to tithe* They 
witt, in the tithing table, estimate each rate as equivalent tc^ so 
many stone of bread com, to be valued at stated years, and at 
the desire of the owner of tithe. 

Your commissioners will naturaOy think it advisable in any 
plan they form, to exempt the cottager's potatoe garden^firom 
tithe ; the proprietor of the tithe to be compensated by a present* 
ment, cm- an agistment, equal to the sum at which the garden is 
rated; they will also relieve the parishioner from small dues, 
and where such have been usually paid, they will probably think 
to compensate the clergyman in the manner above mentioned. 
They will then think it advisable to relieve the proprietors of 
tithe, as well as the farmer and the poor, by giving the said pro ! 
prietors for the recovery of their income a remedy effectual and 
summary. 

Your commissioners may form a modus, as I have stated 
above, or they may go a step further, and submit a plan, by virtue 
of which, surveyors shall be appointed annually, by the parson 
and parish, to survey, and make a return of the number of acres 
under tillage. The acres to be rated according to the tithing^ 
table, and the gross sum to be levied in the manner of other 
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county charges. When I say the commissioners will adopt 
such a plan, I only mean that if you appoint them, I will assist 
them by submitting such plan. I have stated it in genera] 
terms ; but the mechanical part I have digested into two bills* 
The appointment of commissioners should precede the intro- 
duction of such bills, because the enquiry necessary to lay the 
foundation of such bills, should not be left to an individual, but 
entrusted to a body empowered and appointed by parliansent. 
To an individual, however active his eoquirj^, authentic his in- 
formation, the answer will ever be, we do not know all this, and 
therefore it is, I submit to you to enquire into all this yourselves^ 
And in order that this system of reform should be a means of 
coercion, as well as of relief, I would have a provision, by which 
any parish rising up in tumult, such as was committed in 1786, 
and as is described in our laws, shall for blank time forfeit the 
benefit of the act, by paying an extraordinary ratage, the increased 
sum to go to some public use. 

But whatever redress is intended, that redress must come 
from you, it will not come from the clergy : the parochial cler- 
gy may wish for a regulation, the bishops do not. One dignita- 
ry has denied that tithe can by any possibility be an oppression ; 
other kinds of property may, but the full tenth of your capital, 
land and labour paid to the church, we are informed, carries 
along with it an inherent impossibility of being a burthen ! A 
heavenly-gifted and mysterious property it seems, which cannot 
corrupt, but must for ever abide by origimd purity, and primae- 
val perfection ! Should an argument, which depends more on 
faith than on reason, find no reception in your mind, another 
dignitary has told you that the poor are not to be relieved^ if the 
clergy are to be at the expence* When- a bill for the improve- 
ment of barren lands, and the encouragement of industry among 
tile lower orders of the people, was on the last session resisted 
by the spiritual peers, a right reverend prelate was said to have 
declared as a principle, that the poor should not be relieved, if 
the clergy were to be at the expence. Such a sentiment com* 
ing from a Christian and a Protestant bishop, must have sinote 
every breast with deep and sincere affliction : but, if we are <?ast 
down by so great and grave an authority on the one side, we 
are consoled again by a still higher interposition, tKe express 
commands and practice of the scriptures on the other. The 
Saviour of man suffered on a principle different from that 
which the right reverend prelate has introduced. The aposdes, 
the martyrs, and that flaming constellation of men that in the 
early age of Christianity shot to their station in the heavens, 
and fell, and falling illumined the nations of the earth with the 
blaze of the gospel, rose and fell with inspirations of a very dif- 
ferent kind. Had Christ been of the prelate^s opinion, he never 
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had been born, and we had never been saved. Had he said to 
his apostles, * The poor are nor to be fed, the valley is not to 
laugh and sing at the expence of our church;' or, had the apos« 
ties said to the nations of the earth, * Ye are not to be benefited 
at the expence of Christian pastors ;' or, had the martyrs ex* 
postulated with themselves, ^ We will not suffer for mankind/ 
what had become of the Christian religion ? Let the Pagan 
priest of Jove, or the sensual priest of Mahomed, deliver 8\ich 
doctrine, but do not you part with the palih of Christianity, nor 
relinquish the lofty self-surrendering precepts of your gospel, to 
poach in politics, for litde and wicked tenets, in order to brand 
your Prayer Book with the image of a sorry selfishness, which 
would disgrace the frontispiece of Machiavel. With all his 
errors on his head, the Pope himself is too discreet to commit 
himself with the Bible, by inculcating self-interest as a part of 
his creed. He has proclaimed, that the support of the poor is 
necessary, according to the true ancient discipline of the church ; 
and he has taxed church-benefices accordingly. There are 
some indiscretions, compared with which, hypocrisy would be 
decorum ; dissimulation would be virtue. I am not reflecting 
on what fell from a bishop, so much as I am defending Chris* 
tianity, by whose principles, on the last day, even the proudest 
of the priesthood must be tried. Let me suppose that day to 
have arrived, and, at the dread tribunal, the mitred head to be 
confronted with the naked peasant....^^ I was an hungered, and 
you fed me not : I was naked, and you clothed me not.*' Will 
you then answer your God as you have answered your country? 
" The poor were not to be relieved at the expence of the clergy.'* 
But this is putting human infirmity to too severe a trial, and 
suggesting gloomy scenes of death and judgment^ for which 
men occupied by the riches, engaged in the amusements, and 
fretted somewhat in the politics of the world, are but little pre- 
pared. It was a declaration of indiscretion, of passion ; to 
speak severely of it, of a warm judgment ; to say the worst of 
it,, of a fallible temper, and entirely to be forgivAi, provided ife 
shall be never repeated. I shall therefore hope, on recollection^ 
it will not as a general principle be laid down, that the clergy 
should not contribute a little to the relief of the poor. Alas ! 
that will not do ; we are told the poor in Ireland do not deserve 
relief.../ Suspicious subjects, Presbyterians inimical to the con- 
stitution, or Papists incredible on their oaths ;' that is, below 
the condition not only of other Christians, but of other men, 
Jews, Pagans, Mahomedans : now, as the Roman Catholics 
happen to'be the most numerous part of the Christian churcbi '-, 
it follows^ if the charge be true, that the majority of the follow* 
trs of Christ are the worst of the human species ; that the 
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greater pari of Christendom is the most reprobate part of the 
earth, and that the Redt^emer of mankind has come in vaiii ; and 
the result of the two opinions, that by one right reverend digaV- 
tary entertained of the Catholic church, coupled with the other 
tenet suggested by another dignitary, of the Protestant church, 
is, that the former church has done much mischief to man, and 
that the latter is not to be at any expence to do him service. 
However, I will suppose these opinions to relax ; the Presby- 
terian to be restored to his credit, the Catholic to be admitted 
to grace, yet there is another difficulty in the way of redress, 
the alleged poverty of the Irish church* The bishops allege ia 
the Defence, that the people of Ireland pay incomparably leas 
to their church* They acknowledge, that, on a dividend of the 
whole income, including bishopricks and colleges, each Irish 
clergyman wonld receive 230/* per annum, and each English 
clergyman 150/* But then they compare the two aggregate 
funds, and because 1000 Irish clerg^'men do not divide as great 
an aggregate as 10,000 English, they affirm that Ireland pays 
incomparably less to her church* They do not deny that the 
English clergy are as ten to one, their fund as six to one ; they 
cannot deny that the church of England, men in England, are 
more than ten times as many, and the people of England much 
more than ten times as rich ; and then their pampered expostula- 
tioA amounts to this, that the clergy of England, being ten times 
as many, having above ten times as much to do, get only six 
times as much, irom a country which is perhaps twenty times as 
rich* In all this pathetic lamentation, how have they ibrgotten 
the presbyter! how have they forgotten the priest J and their 
humble pittance ! and yet a poor priest shall defend the privi- 
leges of a man against proud oppression, and a presbyter shall 
be able to puzzle a mitre. , With regard to the presbyter, I am 
clear his income should be increased ; the regium donum is con* 
temptibly small, one of the acts of a new administration should 
be to increase it.^ 

When certain right reverend dig*nitaries insist on the pover- 
ty of the Irish church, compared with that of England, they 
suggest to the people of Ireland the following question : What 
induced those dignitaries to come to Ireland I Am I to under- 
stand that they left their great pretensions in the English church 
from a contempt of its riches t and sought preferment in the 
Irish church from a love of its poverty ? Am I to understand 
that a contempt for dignity, added to a contempt of riches, has 
induced them to obstruct the progress of our native clerg}' ? and 
happily fixes their humble eye upon the Irish mitre ?....£xalted 
they are then at leisure to make pastoral observations on our 
people....** I'he Squirearchy are tyrants*. ..the common people 
thieves.*.*the Presbyterians enemies to the constitution, and the 
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Catholics incredible on their oaths." Having made an esti- 
mate of the value of the income of the clergy* ; then they calcu- 
late, and, like the industrious ant, or the busy bee, thymo crura 
plena^ depositing, in the episcopal cells, the bulky store of eccle- 
siastical revenue, they return to the crowd, and expostulate 
with their brediren on the poverty of the church* 

I speak of some, not all. There are among them, men whom t 
revere. Such is one whom I do not name, because he is present; 
mild, learned, pious and benevolent ; a friend to the meekness 
of the gospel, and a friend to man. Such is another whom I 
may name, because he is not present. He has the first episco- 
pal dignity in this realm....it is his right.«..he takes it by virtue of 
the commanding benevolence of his mind, in right of a superior 
a^ exalted nature. There are men possessed of certain crea- 
tive powers, and who distinguish the place of their nativity, 
instead of being distinguished by it....they do not receive, they 
give birth to the place of their residence, and vivify the region 
which is about them. The man I allude to, I know not, or 
know him as we know superior beings, by his works. 

I have, in the foregoing part, endeavoured to defend myself 
against an attack, published without the names of certain digni- 
taries of the church, but not without their authority : I shall 
now strive to answer another attack, published by their autho- 
ri^, and with their names annexed....the parochial ciei^ of 
Munster, at their annual visitations assembled. 

A very respectable assembly; haw employed? To assist the 
committee appointed by act of parliament to enquire into the 
scandalous abuses which have sunk the charitable funds of royal 
and private donation ?.... No, from the Southern archbishop that 
•committee has received no assistance....To establish parochial 
schools, according to act of parliament, at their own expence ?.... 
No, that work has been neglectc(l.«..To establish diocesan 
schools, at their o^vn expence, as by law they are obliged ?.... 
No, that too has been neglected or perverted—.To enquire into 
the state of charter schools, and to follow Howard in his pious 
and si ngular activity ?.... No, the parochial clergy of the proK'ince 
of Munster, at their visitation, have been otherwise employed. 
They have read a speech concerning tithes, their property, and 
yet there were subjects more worthy of their interference ! 
Their God has been denied by the arguments of the Atheist ; 
his Son has been denied by the arguments of the Deist. English 
bishops, Presbyterian ministers have come forth....The parochial 
clergy of Munster, and their six bishops. ...have they signalized 
themselves in this holy war ?....Their leaming....their industry.... 
their zeal on their natural subject....! look for....I cannot find 
them....Their country, as well as their God, had been outraged 
^...her trade crippled, her constitution destroyed, and h^r final 
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judicature, of which the right reverend the lords spiritual coin<v 
pose an implicit part, usurped. What an opportunity here for 
their interposition during a long period ! Where are their sjorited 
votes i Where are their deep researches i A layman indeed, 
on that occasion, came forth, Molyneux came forth ; and, though 
he could not reuke the citadel, he rescued the holy vestiges, 
the vestal fires of the constitution, and rescued them without 
aid from the dignified priests of the temple. A most successful 
struggle to recover trade and freedom was afterwards made...^ 
what an opportunity here! The Presbyterian ministerB came 
forward in every shape ; the Roman Catholic priest aflbrded 
us his literary assistance ; the parochial clergy of Munster, and 
their six bi8hops....not oAe syllable..*.on their part a sad blanL.... 
profound, uninterrupted taciturnity. When their God, tUKr 
Redeemer, and their country are in question, they are silent ; 
but, when a twelve-penny point on their tithe is brought for* 
ward, then they are vivacious ; then the press groans with 
clerical Billingsgate; then a synod is held in the capital, in the 
seat of learning, under mitred auspices, training up the reverend 
youth of the country in the holy office of anonymous publica- 
tion, and inoculating their tender minds with the scribbling itch 
of meagre production ; and then the parochial clergy of Munster, 
deans, deacons, archdeacons, prebendaries and precentors, widi 
six bishops in holy order, and sglemn march, advance....on 
what? On the principles of decorum and respect due to a mem- 
ber of the legislature : ^* The provincial clergy having read a 
speech, entitled by the publishers the speech of Mr. ^* Grattan, 
and by him not disavowed.'' Their bishops should have in* 
formed their clerg}', that, to justify the application, it is not 
sufficient the publication should not be disavowed, but necessary 
that it should be authorized. Giving a rt:ason for the application, 
and giving a bad one, they convict themselves of msiking the 
charge, and of making it without foundation. Here I must 
suggest an established rule, which I scorn to insist on, but am 
forced to acknowledge. No man, no body of men, have a right 
to charge on a member of the legislature, as his speech made 
therein, an unauthorized publication. Against this rule have 
transgressed those anonymous and wrathful clergymen, who, in 
a flock of noisy publications, have attacked what I never pub- 
lished, and replied to what I never said. They are welcome ; 
they have shewn that all of them can write, it remains for them 
to shew that some of them can excel... .their patrons I hope will 
reward them I The flies of the vintage they gather about the 
press, and already taste, iir devout expectation, the inspiring 
fruit. A light swarm ! that they should travel over boundaries 
I am not astonished ; but that the grave body, the parochial 
clergy of Munster, with their six bishops... .they too are wcl- 
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come* I should be the last man to avail myself of an intempe- 
rance, and they are the last body against whom I should insist 
upon it. Requesting therefore, that when the exalted of their 
body complain of encroachment, they may extend to others that 
indulgence, which they themselves (it appears) sometimes stand 
in need of, I shall wave the irregularity of the attack, and suppose 
the parochial clerg}'' of Munster to have come forward in a 
shape, in which they are not exposed to a censure, but entided 
to an answer. 'Tis a matter of anxiety to know what is the 
evil they advance to combat....they state it, ^^ Lest an anony* 
mous pamphlet should, in their own province, prejudice themm 
the opinion of men unacquainted with their persons or modera* 
tion.'' If by such they mean people of the other provinces, I 
do not see how the parochial clergy of Munster can be specially 
affected in their own province, by the opinion of men who live 
iout of it ; but« if they wish to recommend themselves to such, 
if the opinion #f such men is worth their attention, the parochial 
clergy of Munster must take measures very different from the 
manifesto ; they must agree to an exemption for the potatoes 
of the peasant ; they must agree to an exemption for the flax of 
the manufacturer; they must accede to a modus, not a mani* 
festo. But, if the parochial clergy of Munster are indifferent 
about the opinion of the other provinces, and by men unac- 
quainted with their persons and moderation, mean their own 
parishioners, I marvel much that these grave and enlightened 
men should allege so slight and sarcastic a cause for their mo- 
mentous interposition, assigning, on the first supposition, a 
very inadequate, on the second supposition, a very extra6rdi« 
nary, and on neither the real cause for their manifesto. When 
a great body condescends to give a reason for its proceedings^ 
that reason should be excellent ; and rather than have offered 
such a one as they have submitted, I think the parochial clergy 
of Munster had more consulted their dignity, by assigning no 
reason at all, by resting every thing on their authority, and by 
standing forth in the public prints, a great name without an ar- 
gument. 

Having professed such an object for interposing the parochial 
clergy of Munster endeavour to accomplish that object by a 
manifesto, declaring that the prices set forth in the speech 
alluded to do gready exceed the prices demanded by the clergy 
of Munster, and are gross misrepresentadons. Here it becomes 
of moment, to know what are these prices set forth in the 
speech. I do not find, the speech relies on prices for wheat, 
which exceed 16^. the acre, or ^on prices for potatoes, which 
exceed 27^. the plantation acre. But such prices, or any thing 
near such prices, are bad enough in all conscience. Whether 
the prices are 10^, for wheat, or 13, 14, 16,20, or 27*. the acre, 
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for poUtoes, they tre unconscionable. I agree with the parD** 
chial clerey of Monster, in their hon<!8t indignation at the 
perusal or such charges; they are enormous, uncharitable « 
and unchristian: the next question is, where these charges 
have been found ?...«In the returns of the judge, or of the 
proper officer, appointed by the proper court to try bills or 
peutions under the compensation act ; charges, which by the 
act must be the usual charges of three years back, and which 
must be verified by affidavit; so that this manifesto is nothing 
more than a declanivion, that the prices reported by the judges 
or triers, and verified by the oath of the parsons, or their wit» 
nesses, do gready exceed the real prices, and are gross false- 
hoods ; that is, that the witnesses in these cases concerned lor 
the clergy, have been guilty of perjury. But as this is imposu* 
ble, we must suppose, that these prices are not chargeable with 
fsdsehood, but so chargeable with excess, that they become 
incredible from dieir enormity ; and thus this d^iarationof the 
parochial clergy of Munster is nothing more than a manifesto 
against the exactions of their own body. These clergymen..^ 
these tithe-farmers....or these tithe-proctors, who have recovered 
under this act, and who by themselves or their witnesses, have 
sworn to such scandalous charges, should take notice, that they 
are proclaimed by the parochial clergy of Munster, at the anmifil 
visitation assembled ; that the prices demanded by said persons, 
are prochimcd and stigmatized, and publickly disavowed and 
reprobated by the bishops and the clergy of the province of 
Munster, at their annual visitation assembled ; that these prices 
are pronounced not only to exceed what they themselves de* 
mand, but to exceed their demand in a very high degree, to be 
not only exorbitant charges, but incredible calumnies.... Mira- 
culous! that the clergy of Munster, with their six bishops, 
unconsciously led, but happily influenced, meaning only to attau:k 
a member of parliament, should, by a blind, but heaven-directed 
zeal, pronounce ecclesiastical and episcopal judgment againgt 
unconscionable tithe. See the first fruits of the zeal of a lay- 
man, and the temerity of a bishop. 

The parochial clergy of Munster, having in the first para- 
graph of their manifesto, affirmed a universal proposition, are 
advised in the second, to give that paragraph a contradiction. 
they are of opinion, that the prices set forth in the speech, and 
denied in the manifesto, may exist notwithstanding; but if they 
do, they are only apparendy high, and are really justifiable. In 
the first paragraph, they are advised to decide against their ex- 
istence and moderation. *^ They greatly exceed the prices de- 
manded, they are false, they are calumnious.'^ In the second, 
they are advised to change their opinions with respect to both ; 
they may not be false, they may be justifiabie....the contradic* 
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tion is of litde moment; the justification must be observed 
upon: is 12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 27^* stn acre for potatoes, justifiable f 
Have the provincial clergy of Munster, with six bishops at their 
head, come forth to tell us this ? Have the parochial clergy of 
Munster come forth to excuse extortion i Do the parochial 
clergy of Munster design by such a justification, to recommend 
themselves either in or out of their province, to those who are, 
or to those who are not, acquainted with their persons, and who 
are yet to be acquainted with their moderation? I did hope, 
that the parochial clergy of Munster, at their annual visitation as« 
sembled, would have held a different language, and instead of 
reading newspapers, or answering pamphlets, would have em- 
ployed those sage and sacred moments to restrain exaction, and 
to animadvert on improper ministers. Here I see and lament 
that fatal spirit of corps, which arms the enemies, and discom* 
fits the real friends of the church. The reverend and learned 
body read in the pamphlet, certsun figures of unjust prices, with na* 
tural indignation. But they were brought to recollect, that these 
prices might be Ac charges of a brother churchman. In their ca* 
pacity, as men and gentlemen, they abhor : in their corporate ca* 
pacity as priests, they are advised to apologize ; hence a confusion 
of st>'le from a distraction of sentiment; hence the printer, who 
puts down the figures of certain prices is guilty : the minister who 
exacts them«...innocent. A piece of money, which in numbers 
tells as exaction, being deposited in the pious hand of a spiritu<» 
al pastor, undergoes a sort of transubstantiation, and is only ap* 
parently high, while the clerical offender is acquitted by a mira-' 
ele, and this miraculous benefit of clergy is extended to the lay, 
as well as the ecclesiastical owners of tithe ; and to all the low 
and wretched train of persons of various professions and religi<'. 
ons, connected with its collection. I excuse the zeal of the pa- 
rochial clerg)* of Munster, I say nothing of their discretion. I 
applaud the first motions of their heart : I am sure the majori-^ 
ty of them scorn to practise what they are influenced to extenu- 
ate : but do not these worthy men perceive, that while they 
insist on the moderation of such practices, they may bring into 
question the moderation of their own principles, and teach the 
public to fear^ lest these prices, which are now the subject of 
their Defence, may become hereafter the object of their imita- 
tion ? TTie progress of exaction is well known ; from general in- 
dignation to special toleration ; from special toleration to ge- 
neral adoption. I own I see the necessity of my bill noWy em- 
phatically now; just at the critical period before those high 
charges have become a general practice ; and when they begin 
to receive a degree of countenance ; when the balance of chanty 
trepidates in episcopal hands ; when Exaction has not lost aU 
her native horrors, and yet is growing somewhat familiar to 
their eye^ ; is only apparently high....probably justifiable. 
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The parochial clergy of Munster proceed : they 6ay, tfae^ do 
not believe, that in the whole province of Munster, there exist, 
of prices unusually high, three or even two instances* The par- 
rochial clergy of Munster do not believe that throughout the 
whole province of Munster, in the counties of Cork, Tipperary, 
Limerick, Kerry, or Clare, in all the livings, lay, as well as ec- 
clesiastic, among all the owners of tithe, clergymen, lay-impro- 
priators, tithe-proctors, tithe farmers, or sub-tidie farmers, there 
exist of prices unusually high, three or even two instances* I 
respect the parochial derg}', and marvel, that so grave a body 
should have been induced to commit itself on so extraordinary 
an assertion. 

The declaimers for tithe have represented the landlords of 
Ireland as extortioners, these are the lay-impropriators ; the 
same declaimers have represented the middle-men as extortioa* 
ers, these are the tithe-farmers : do these descriptions of men, 
the landlords, who are extortioners, the middle-men, who are 
extortioners, put on a new nature when they come in contact 
with tithe, and derive the virtue of moderation from the conta- 
gion of a property the best formed to prompt, reward, and con- 
ceal exaction ? This is infallibility ! denied indeed to the doc- 
trine of the priesthood, but now transferred to the property of 
the church. Here again breaks out that spirit of corps, which 
always exposes the church ; there is no extravagant conclusion 
to which it will not lead men in certain situations, though of 
excellent understandings. But, to wave the rashness of such 
an assertion, had not the parochial clergy of Munster their own 
experience to direct them ? Had they never made the ratage or 
value of church benefices any part of their private meditation i 
Had they not the returns admitted to be made in 1786, to di- 
rect them ? There, every where, they could have discovered 
their error. What ! in the whole province of Munster they do 
not believe that of prices unusually high, there exist three or 
even two instances ? Admit their position, and they are ruined ; 
all are alike, 12*. 14*. 16*. 20*. or 27*. the acre, for potatoes, 
are, according to this, not the unusual charges of a few, but the 
extortions of all. Never was such an atuck published against . 
the southern clergy, as this manifesto propagated by them- 
selves ; and, lest such a paper should extend or descend to pre- 
judice the clergy with the present and with future times, let me 
interpose a moment, and rescue their character from their vin- 
dication ; unable as I find myself in this step to Support their 
discretion, let me say something in favour of their truth and 
moderation ; and, in contradiction to the first paragraph of their 
manifesto, let me assure you, that the prices sworn to by some 
of the clergy, or their witnesses, however high, were truly set 
forth by the same ; but, let me add, in contradiction to the diird 
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paragraph, tliat those prices were unusually high i the extor- 
tions of the particular men, not of the body in general ; and^ 
for the sake of the body in general, and the individuals in par- 
ticular, let me hope their manifesto may meet with but little re* 
gard. 

Having ceased to assert, the manifesto proceeds to inteito* 
gate. When a grave and respectable body of men propound 
questions, they deserve answers, even though the questions 
themselves are of little mpmeiit. The parochial clergy of Mun- 
8ter interrogate, whether a want of nioderation in some (sup-* 
posing^ what they do not allow, such want to exist) bespeaks a 
want of moderation in all i without adverting to the rules of 
logic, and consulting merely the character of the clergy of the 
south, particularly some of the subscribers, I should immediate- 
ly answer in the negative ; but, if I paid any attention to the 
manifes^^ should answer in the affirmative ; because in part 
of that umucky production, I find that the exactions of the few, 
though not according to the practice, do not appear sufficiendy 
offensive to the principles of the many, but are stated as proba* 
bly justifiable $ it is therefore only by rejecting their Defence 
that we can answer their question to their satisfaction or their 
credit. The parochial clergy of M unster ask, whether the want 
of moderation in some (if any) will account for the indiscrimi- 
nate attack made on the body i To this question I lament that 
no answer can be given, because all enquiry was, and is now re- 
sisted by some of that very quarter, from- whence the question 
has proceeded. We cannot determine, however we may sur** 
misfe, that high charges in some instances on the peasant s aub* 
sistence, tithed in no other part of Ireland, might have excited 
discontents which go genendly beyond the region of their cau- 
ses, and spread by contagion. The parochial clergy of Munstef 
ask, wheUier the want of moderation, if any, in some, will justify 
every species of violence, combination, and exaction ? To whom 
do they apply this question ? To government, who gave them 
troops ; to the legislature, that gave them a riot act, and a whiter 
boy act, and a magistracy and two compensation-acts i Are the 
parochial clergy of Munster, aware of the force, the influence, the 
cxpence, and the high penal nature of these measures i And ho\^ 
the constitution bled, and the springs of justice well nigh cracked^ 
while we listened to such suggestions f Do I condemn them r 
No. After some necessar}' qualifications and amendment, I 
voted for most of them. Whatever right the rest of the com- 
munity may have to expostulate with me on this subject, they 
have none. I voted, under the pressure of the times^ for tem- 
porary coercion, before enquiry j and I did hope the clergy 
would not have opposed me in moving for subsequeilt enquiryj 
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to prevent the continuation and repetition of coercion. The 
parochial clerg}* oi Munster ask, whether exaction will justify 
outrage ? I own I am at a loss to discover their provocation for 
Buch an interrogatory. Versed, as they certainly are, ip the 
science of ethics, they undoubted!) must know,' that crimes Jus- 
tify their punishment, not one another. Exaction will not jus- 
tify robbery, nor robbery exaction. When the southern clergy 
applied to government for troops, to the legislature for capital 
punishments, they said, ^^ Suppress the insurgent by arms, 
** punish the robber by death," and we listened to them. When 
they come forth a second time, with a tarnished display of past 
sufferings, and with a peevish interrogatory, " Whether exac- 
" tion will justify every species of cruelty," they mean nothing; 
or, they do mean, " Be tender of the exacter....do not enquire 
^' into his transgres&ions....let hjis sufferings be a set<^[ against 
*^ his offences :" and here we cannot listen to them ; Vkerwlse 
civil society, contrary I am sure to their intentions, would cease 
to be a system of reward and punishment, and would become 
nothing more than a scale of iniquity ; from exaction to tumult, 
and from tumult suppressed, to exaction- triumphant! disgust* 
ing extremes! A bishop bawling for tithe, or a white boy for 
rebellion. 

The parochial clergy of Munster ask, whether a want of mo* 
deration in some, will justify a crimination of the whole body? 
which crimination they affirm to be the great object and end of 
the speech alluded to. To this most serious and unmerited re. 
flection, I answer, that I did arraign many of the tithe*farmers, 
many of the tiihe-proctors, and some of the clergy of the south ; 
but that I did not anaign the majority of the latter description, 
on the contrary, declared I presumed the majority to be inno- 
cent* I may add, that some of their subscribing dignitaries 
were present ; the manifesto then is liable to this observation^ 
that it has brought forward the misrepresentation of my speech, 
and that it has omitted to bring forward the fact. I am glad, 
however, that the parochial clergy of Munster, by their ques- 
tion, declare they disapprove of general charges, founded on 
some particular instances ; but this concession will subject them 
to a keen retort from various descriptions of his majesty's sub- 
jects : and first, from all the peasantry of Munster, who will 
ask, whether the turbulence of some peasants justified a certain 
quarter in resisting an enquiry intb the distresses of the body at 
large ? and v;hether those excesses justified the declaimers for 
tithe in representing the peasantr}' of Munster as one vast con- 
federated Popish banditti ? It will expose them to another ques- 
tion from the landlords of Ireland, who may ask, whether the 
ratk-rent of some justified those declaimers for tithe in repre- 
senting the landlords of Ireland in general as extortioners i It 
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wilt expose them to another question from all the Presbyteri« 
ans, who may ask, whether the rising of soms Popish peasants 
' in the south, justified the advocates for tithes in proclaiming 
the Presbyterians of the north, and indeed the whole Presby- 
terian community, as labouring under an incapacity of being 
sincere friends to the constitution ? It will expose them to ano- 
ther question from the Roman Catholics, who will ask, whether 
such risings as above, justified the advocates for tithes in repre- 
senting the whole Catholic community as inimical to the con- 
stitution, and incredible on tlieir oaths ? What description of 
subjects that has not been traduced I What character that has 
not been outraged? Offend their God, and some men will 
absolve; offend their property, and they persecute* I am 
glad that the parochial clergy of Munster have felt the impro- 
• priety, though I should be sorry they ever should feel the laah 
of general reflections, founded on particular instances : and I 
sincerely hope it will be a lesson, to some of their bishops in fu- 
ture not to make, and a lesson to some of the clergy not to 
countenance such general reflection. I agree with the parochial 
clergy of Munster such reflections sCTe matter of censure in a 
printer ; but I go a step further«..«I do not think them matter of 
thanksgiving in a bishop. 

The parochial clergy of Munster complain, that all means 
have been used to give currency to unmerited censure, and' to 
impose a stigma on the clergy of Munster* They are right, 
but let them direct their complaints to the proper objects: let 
them turn to those who helped certain ponderous publications 
on their side, through a series of heavy editions : let them turn 
to their own hot and hazardous pilots: let them expostulate 
with their own stars, those cloudy luminaries, under whose an- 
gry influence worthy men have sought those rocks on which 
they fear, vainly I hope, the wreck of their reputation* Let 
them turn to those who advised some amongst them to resist 
the interest of the manufacturer, by petitioning against a modus 
for flax ; to resist. the interest of the husbandman, by petition- 
' ing against a bill for' the improvement of barren land ; to those 
who attempted to commit the established church, with the whole 
Catholic community, by declaring the individuals \ir)io compose 
it to be' incredible on oath, and with the whole Presbyterian 
communit}', by declaring both to be inimical to the constitution 
of the realm* Turn to those who spirited up worthy men to 
express their approbation of such illaudable productions* Turn 
to those who have now spirited up grave and worthy men to 
come forward with this empty manifesto* The clergy, no 
doubt, have reason to complain of the paper war: they have 
found, in a country, where reason may write, the palm is not 
.to the powerfuU their antagonists have reached them, but tha 
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wont wound came from thtir own quarter; the pompous fblljr, 
the dogmatical and intolerant spirit^ the false alarm spread, the 
unfounded charge made, the want of discretion, the want of de- 
corum, and the want of temper* There is something which. 
distinguishes an ecclesiastical war on the subject of property ; 
a miraculous degree of perseverance, a marvellous pordon of 
fire, a certain turbulence of zeal, and an appetite for the thing 
in controversy, which is not only keen but ferocious. Howe* 
ver, if their own publications have hurt them, the injury is not 
great; none of them have been read, that are not now forgot- 
ten ; the brief children of temporal desires, they have tasted of 
death, even in the life time of their ghostly fathers. 

To the nobility and gentry of Munster, the parochial clergy 
appeal. Why not the poor i do they not pay Utfae i do not their 
potaioe gardens pay tithe ? The Saviour of man would not have 
passed them by. Had he only appealed to the nobility and 

Entry of Judaea, he must have overlooked his own apostles. 
ad the parochial clergy of Munster been left to themselves, 
their appeal would have taken a more evangelic direction; but 
when potentates prescribe, when certain dignitaries, long in the 
habits of courtly application suggest, the parochial clergy mrt 
controlled, ^nd those rig;ht reverend spiritual politicians pre- 
sent, as usual, their faces to the great, and habitually turn from 
the poor and the Lord; they overlook Lazarus expiring at 
their feet, and call on Dives to give his sense on the subject of 
charity. Have the parochial clergy forgotten, that, by some of 
their own writers, these noblemen and gentlemen have been re- 
presented as the patrons of exaction, though now the poor are 
referred to them, as the arbiters of moderation. I am sure the 
landed interest was grossly misrepresented, I am glad the pa- 
irochial clerg^' of Munster are sensible of it. But it is not such 
men that can establish the clergy's character for moderation^ 
because such men are seldom the object of their exaction ; it is 
the poor, to whom they do not appeal, it is the cottager's voice, 
the peasant's testimony ; or, (since he is not allowed to be ere- . 
dible on oath) his simple affirmative ; or, (since he must not 
speak his native language) his hands uplifted in their favour: 
these arc the best witnesses to prove the moderation of the cler- 
gy of Munster. 

The parochial clergy of Munster inform you, that the church 
is attacked ; they tell you more, that religion is attacked ; and 
they tell you how, because an attack, as they conceive, has 
been made on themselves. They annex the existence of the 
church, and the divinity of religion, to the importance of their 
own persons. With every respect for the parochial clergy of 
Munster, I cannot accede to the irreverent and vulgar fami- 
Uarity with which controversialists on their side are prone tn 
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utroduce and make common cause with the the Almighty. 
Let bigots rail, let polemics revile, let headlong zealots vocife- 
rate, but the parochial clergy of Munster will agree with me, 
that licentiousness should be confined to the human species, and 
that the majesty of the Godhead should remain inviolate* 
What, is there nothing in our religion, nothing in its external, 
nothing in its internal evidence, nothing in its miracles, prophe* 
cies, propagation, doctrine, and diction, to raise its author above 
the possibility of being affected by the paper war, and wretched 
controversy, in which some idle ecclesiastics may have involved 
themselves ? He has prevailed against greater enemies, the pride 
of the high priest, the servility of the bishop. But it shoulil 
seem that it was not religion which supported the parson^ but 
the parson that supported religion. The error, however, is 
natural and common; the politician thinks the state rests on 
his shoulders; and the dignified divine imagines the church 
and the Christian religion, the firmament and starry sphere to 
dance round his person and property. It is a matter of curio*, 
ftity to know what, on the present occasion, has endangered the 
Christian religion ; an anonymous pamphlet against tithe, and a 
motion to enquire into the sufferings of the poor ; for this is the 
Godhead brought out from his shrine, and exposed aa an out« 
work in defence of church property. However, if their religion 
is so connected with every step they take, they have the remedjr 
within themselves ; let them agree to such acts as will benefit 
the community ; or let them cease to oppose every act that has 
a tendency to relieve or to enquire. Once more I offer a public 
enquiry ; I solicit once more redress for the peasantry cif thie 
country. I offer a bill appointing commissioners for that salu^ 
tary purpose....Do the clergy of Munster decline the offer? 
What, are they afraid of an enquiry ? Will they shelter them- 
selves under a court? Have they come forth with a manifesto, 
and do they now deprecate an examination ? Once more I offer 
it, and I add, that if this bill should pass, and commissioners 
should be appointed, the clergy will be made sensible that we are 
friends to the provision of the church, as well as to the relief of 
the people. 
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mCLAEATlOV OT THE CATHOLIC 80CIETT Of DVBLllf.-K 50lb 

Dfii/in, Or^^^rr 21^f, 1791. 

IN the present enlightened and improved period of 80ci^j% 
it it not for the Irish Roman Catholics alone to continue silent. 
Not accused of any crime ; not conscious of any delinquency, 
Aey suffer a privation of rights and conveniences, the penalty 
ttservcd in wise states for offences of atrocious magnitude. It 
does not become them, whilst with libendity ever to be grate- 
Iblly remembered, many descriptions of their fellow-citizens 
compassionate their situation, to seem indiiferent to the desira- 
Ue, and they hope, not distant event of their emancipation. 
They wish to asceruin upon what terms they may venture to 
ietde in a country, which they love with the rational preference 
of men, not the simplicity of puerile acquiescence. It is not 
for the Irish Catholics, armed as their cause is with reason and 
^stice, like public foes to seek advantage from public calamity. 
They ought to advance their claim at a time most favourable to 
discussion, when the condition of the empire is flourishing and 
tranquil. They might seem culpable to their country, if affect* 
ing to dissemble what it weVe unmanly not to feel, they reserved 
their pretensions in ambuscade to augment the perplexities c^ 
some critical emergency. They would be culpable to posterity, 
if they omitted to profit of the general inclination of public 
sentiment. They would be culpable to themselves, if they suf* 
fered an imputation to subsist, that in the extent of the British 
territory, they alone submit without repining, to a mortifying 
and oppressive bondage, degrading to themselves, and pernicious 
to their country. They conceive, that in the present state 
of things, their silence might be received as evidence of such 
dispo^tions. 

Influenced by these considerations, and instructed by a recent 
transaction, that although laws may be shameful and preposte* 
rous ; for even in a philosophic age there will be bigots and 
tyrants, where the votaries of freedom are most sanguine. A 
number of Roman Catholics, resident in Dublin, have formed 
themselves into a society, which they invite their fellow suf- 
ferers throughout the nation to unite with, which shall have for 
its object to consider, and individually to support with all their 
:^eal aud personal influence^ such measures, not inconsistent 
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with their duty to the civil magistrate, as shall appear likely to 
relieve them from the oppressions and disqualifications imposed 
in this country on persons professing the Roman Catholic reli* 
gion. We therefore do unanimously resolve, 

That ^e will, to the utniost of our power, endeavour, by 
all legal and constitutional means,' to procure the repeal of the 
laws by which we are aggrieved, as Roman Catholics* That 
we will promote repeated application to every branch of the 
legislature for that purpose; and assist such application by all 
means of legal influence, which it shall at any time be possible 
for us to exert. 

It would be tedious, it might be disgusting, to recount each in- 
dividual grievance under which we suffer. The Roman Catholics 
seem preserved in this land but as a source of revenue. The 
whole legislative, the whole executive, the whole judicial 
powers of the state, are in the hands of men, over whom they 
have no control ; and with whom they can have little intercoufscr 
They are prohibited to engage in any mode of industry from 
which it is possible to debar them, or which is worth the mono- 
poly. They are restricted in the education of their children.^ 
As conscientious we cannot lightly abandon our religion, a» 
prudent men we hesitate to engage in controversial study; the 
wisest have been bewildered in such pursuits, and they are for 
the most part incompatible with our necessary occupations^ 
Nor is there any moraJ advantage held out as an inducement to 
change our creed : it is no^ pretended that we should become 
better men, or more dutiful subjects, but merely experimenta-' 
lists in religion seek to gratify their caprice by forcing us 
from our habits of education into the perplexing labyrinth of 
theolog)'. 

The liberty of Ireland to those of our communion is calamity, 
and their misfortunes seem likely to encrease, as the countiy 
shall improve in prosperity and freedom. They may look wira 
envy to the subjects of sm arbitrary monarch, and contrast that 
government, in which one great tyrant ravages the land, with the 
thousand inferior despots whom at every instant they must en- 
counter. They have the bustle and cumbersome forms wHhout 
the advantages of liberty^ The octennial period, at which the 
delegated trust of legislation is revoked, and his importance 
restored to the constituent, returns but to disturb their tran- 
quillit}', and revive the recollection of their debasement* All 
the activit}^ all the popular acts of elecdoneering canvas, enforce 
the idea of their insignificance ; they exemplify it too : witness 
the various preferences given by persons ot rank to not always 
the most deserving among our Protestant countrymen, a pre- 
ference nearly as detrimental to the independent Protestants as 
to us. 
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There existB not in their behalf any control oveir power. 
They have felt the truth of this assertion, when in this age of 
toleration^ even within the last eight years, several new penal 
statutes have been enacted against them. 

They experience it daily, not alone in the great deliberations 
of the nation, and in the littl^ concerns of public money for the 
semrice of the state, but in the local iroposiiion of coun^ and 
parochial taxes. We appeal to our rulers, we appeal to Ireland, 
we appeal to £urope, if we deserve a place in society, should 
ve seem willing to insinuate that such a situation is not severely 
unacceptable. 

We are satisfied that the mere repeal of the laws against us 
will prove but feebly beneficial, unless the act be sanctioned by 
the concurrence of our Protestant brethren, and those jealousies 
removed by which the social intercourse of private life is inter* 
rupted. It is time we should cease to be distinct nations, forci- 
bly enclosed within the limits of one island. It shall be a capital 
object of our institution to encourage the spirit of harmony, 
and sentiments of affection, which the ties of common interest^ 
and comn^on country, ought, ere now, to have inspired. Coun- 
trymen ! too long have we suffered ourselves to be opposed in 
rival factions to each other, the sport of those who felt no ten- 
derness for either. Why should diversity of sentiment, so 
usual where the matter in debate is abstruse or important, 
separate those whom heaven placed together for mutual benefit 
and consolation? Objects, material in their day, produced 
hostility between our ancestors. The causes of that discord 
have ceased to exist ; let the enmity too perish. Let it be the 
duty of present and future ages to prevent the recurrence of such 
unnatural and calamitous dissension ; except in the actual dis- 
charge of the religious duties, which conscience renders inevita- 
ble, we wish there never shall be found a trace of that, which 
may possibly divide us into distinct communities. 

The ill effects of these restrictions are not confined to those 
of our religion ; they extend to every individual, and every pub* 
lie body in the nation ; under the weight of them, industry, 
under their influence, public spirit is enervated. It is the inter- 
est of every man in Ireland that the entire code should be abo- 
lished. It is the interest of the crown, as it must promote the 
general happiness of the subjects. It is the interest of the great, 
as it will serve to tranquillize the countr\% and to encourage in- 
dustry : it is the additional interest of tKe middle and inferior 
ranks, as it must impart new importance to their sentiments, 
and to the expression of their sentiments j we call upon every 
order of tlie state, not alone by their benevolence and justice, 
but by their patriotism and seli-interest, to co-operate with our 
eiertions. 
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ft adds the insult of mockery to the misfortune of the Irish 
Catholics, that the number of persons aggrieved, in every other 
instance an inducement to redress, is a reason alleged to proi* 
crastinate their relief, and an argument used to impose silence 
on their murmurs : is it their act, that a multitude of Irishmen 
are aggregated by common grievance, and classed in one great 
community of fellow*sufferers ? Why accuse them of hostility 
to the constitution ? They earnestly solicit to participate in its 
advantages. Why suspect them of enmity to their country } 
They desire entirely to incorporate themselves with it, to con* 
tract closer ties, which shall decide them tp consign their pos^ 
terity irrevocably to its bosom. We envy not its endowments 
to the established church ; adversity has instructed us, that all 
the consolations which are promised, are most faithfully and 
tenderly administers^ by the pastors with moderate appoint* 
ments, a free gift of gratitude to the kindest benefactors^ Fa8<< 
tidiously excluded from the constitution, we csin pronounce on 
it but as aliens, by speculation. We discern in it the means of 
much happiness ; we regret that its symmetry is not complete i 
a chasm remains which might be filled with advantage by the 
Roman Catholics ; we have neither passion nor interest at va« 
riance with the order of things it professes to establish. We de« 
sire only that property in our hanids may have its natural weighty 
and merit in our children its rational encouragement. We have 
sworn allegiance to our sovereign, and the very evils we com- 
plain of prove how inviolable is our attachment to such obliga^ 
tion. We respect the peerage, the ornament of the state, and 
the bulwark of the people, interposing, as we Jiope the Irish 
Catholics will experience, mediatory good offices between 
authority and the objects of it. We solicit a share of interest in 
the existence of the commons. Do you require an additional 
test ? We oflTer one more unequivocal than a volume of abjura- 
tions....we hope to be free, and will endeavour to be united^ 
Do you require new proofs of our sincerity? We stood by yoa 
in the exigencies of our country. We extend our hands, the 
pledge of cordiality. Who is he that calls hiniself a friend to 
Ireland, and will refuse us? ^ 

We feel ourselves justified in this associatiXi: the period 
draws near when it will be fit the Irish Catholics approach ihif 
legislature widi respectful solicitations. It is meet that those 
.who suffer should, confer, in order to ascertain the means and 
matter of redress likely to prove at once satisfactory and success- 
ful. It is insinuated, that some of our Protestant brethren are 
adverse to our emancipation ; it is meet we should investigate 
the grounds of this strange assertion. The laws that have 
separated us from our countrymen, destroying our intercourse 
with bodies constituted by authority, leave us ne ether mannft 
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to coHect, or to convey the general sense of our grievancetf^ than 
this of a self-created society. We mean not to interfere witiB 
the harmony now happily subsisting through the nation : if the 
applications on our behalf are complied with, we fan never 
have occasion: if rejected, we cannot have an interest to inter* 
rupt it* Engaged for the most part in the various departments 
of commerce, we are concerned not less than any other class of 
citizens, to cultivate the blessings of tranquillity ; individuaflj^ 
we have more at stake than some, who presume to fabify our 
motives, and calumniate our actions. The Roman Catholic 
body measured strength with the power of the state, and was 
vanquished, when it possessed a force that never can be exerted, 
and was orpposed' to enemies far less numerous than it now 
should encounter. The ccmfiscations of that period are con- 
firmed to the present occjiipiers by immemorial possessions, by 
the utter impossibility of ascertaining the original proprtesors, 
by the personal and pecuniary interest of sdlmosC every Roman 
Catholic in the land to maintain the settlement. Many of our 
communion already have, and still more are likely to expend 
their property on titles derived under these forfeitures* It is 
not from the wealthy, attached to- their present enjoyment, that 
commotion is to be apprehended* It is not from the indus- 
trious ; a single year of anarchy must prove fatal to their com« 
petence. It is not from the poor, a wretched band of slaves, 
mrouldering under these bad laws, and only made use of to 
degrade the Irish Catholics to a rabble, when it is convenient 
to despise them. We are willing to forget that any beside the 
present race ever existed in this island. We long have been 
willing to forget it^ if our recollection were not kept alive by 
what we suffer, and by the celebration of festivals, memorable 
only as they denote the aera and the events, from whence we date 
our bondage. 

We will endeavour by temperate, by um-emitting assiduity, t* 
procure the benefit of that constitution, which, of our feUow- 
subjects, is denied alone to those of our persuasion.* We arc 
amenable to all the decress of the state ; we contribute to all 
its exigencies^ we are still to be informed upon what grounds 
its advantages are made a monopoly to our exclusion. We 
challenge an investigation of our prmciples and conduct ; we 
feel not ourselves ; we know not that there is in our brethren 
a deficiency of manly spirit, of capacity or virtue ; which ought 
to assign to the Irish Roman Catholics an inferior rank 
among the creatures of our common Father. If we have a 
crime, it is to have slept over our chains ; our cause is the duse 
of justice, and our country* We solicit counsel and assistance 
from all to whom these sacred names do not present themselves 
unheeded. 
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To the patronage of the lettered we pecufiarly recommend 
ourselves; where talents have arisen among us, they have been 
compelled to seek refuge in a foreign country, or ihey have 
perished in their infancy, robbed of the hope that animates ; 
curtailed of the education that invigorates them. We claim as 
^fright, the benefit of open trial and candid discussion; even 
amidst die cares of legislating for an extensive empire, the Bri- 
tish senate did not refuse its attention to the unfortunate exiles 
of Africa. If in this enlightened age it is still our doom to 
suffer, we submit ; but at least let us learn what imputation of 
crimes can instigate, or what motives of expedience can ac- 
count for the denunciation of that heavy judgment. That if 
loyalty, which strong temptations could never alienate ; if ex- 
emplsuy good conduct under the most trying circumstances ; if 
reverence to a constitution which in our native land we are for- 
bidden to approach, be insufficient to remove unjust aspersions^ 
and entide us to the kindness and confidence of our brethren, 
we may be ai least instructed how w-e should atone for what we 
cannot deem inexpiable, the poHtical errors or misfortunes of 
4»ur ancestors. , 

By order of the Society, 

Theobald M^Kenna* 
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THE CONSTITUTION OF THE ITNITED IRISHMEN IN 1791. 

[p. 304.] 

1st. THIS Society is constituted for the purpose of for- 
warding a brotherhood of affection, a communion of right?, and 
an union of power among Irishmen of every religious persua- 
sion, and thereby to obtain a complete reform In the legislature, 
founded on the principles of civil, political,- and religious li- 
berty. 

2d. The members of this society shall either be ordinary 
or honorary, and shall not be limited to any description of 
men, but to extend to all persons who may be deemed eli- 
gible. 



